
A FRUITFUL HEART - Matthew 13:3-8 - PARABLE OF THE SOWER
Intro:

A. The Parable Of  The Sower – Matthew 13:3-23; Mark 4:3-20; Luke 8:4-18 
1. The importance of developing a proper attitude towards the Word of God!
2. The strength, durability and fruitfulness of our faith is determined by the attitude we CHOOSE

to have towards God’s word!
3. Matthew 13:18-23 (NKJV) ---- 18 "Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone

hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and
snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. 20 But
he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when
tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.

B. Matthew 13:3-9 (NKJV) ---- 3 Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: "Behold,
a sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and
devoured them. 5 Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they
immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up they were
scorched, and because they had no root they withered away. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the
thorns sprang up and choked them. 8 But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear!" 

a. The condition of the heart, (soil) determines the reception of the word, (seed) & the fruit
produced.

2.  Vrs 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of
this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 But he
who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty." 
a. Jesus demonstrates why some reject the word of God and others accept it.
b. The power the gospel has in our lives depends on the condition of our hearts!

II. We Determine Condition of Our Heart ---- Matt 13:9-17; Isaiah 6:9,10; Ezekiel 12:2; 18:30-32
A. Matthew 13:9-17 (NKJV) ---- 9 He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 10 And the disciples came

and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?” 11 He answered and said to them,
“Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it
has not been given. 12 For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but
whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 13 Therefore I speak to them
in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.
14 And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing you will hear and shall not
understand, And seeing you will see and not perceive; 15 For the hearts of this people have grown
dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have closed, Lest they should see with their
eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should
heal them.’ 16 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; 17 for assuredly,
I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it,
and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.
1. Isaiah 6:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 And He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on hearing, but do not

understand; Keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’
a. Isaiah 6:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 “Make the heart of this people dull, And their ears heavy, And

shut their eyes; Lest they see with their eyes, And hear with their ears, And understand with
their heart, And return and be healed.”

2. Ezekiel 12:2 (NKJV) ----- 2 “Son of man, you dwell in the midst of a rebellious house, which
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has eyes to see but does not see, and ears to hear but does not hear; for they are a rebellious
house.

3. Ezekiel 18:30-32 (NKJV) ---- 30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one
according to his ways,” says the Lord God. “Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so
that iniquity will not be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have
committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house
of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,” says the Lord God. “Therefore
turn and live!”

B. Proverbs 4:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of
life. 

C. Matthew 13:13-15 (NKJV) ---- 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do
not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in them the prophecy of Isaiah
is fulfilled, which says: 'Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and
not perceive; 15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And
their eyes they have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they
should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.' 
1. Did not start out this way  - but had “GROWN” sluggish and Lazy in their thinking and

reasoning due to their lack of spiritual concern and corruption.
a. Here it means that the people were so sensual and corrupt that they did not see or understand

the pure spiritual principles of the gospel.— Barnes' Notes on the New Testament
2. They were inattentive, insensible and unconcerned regarding the words of life – therefore they

would not hear. Isaiah 3:30,1;9; Jeremiah 6:16,17; Zechariah 7:11
a. Isaiah 3:30 (NKJV)
b. Isaiah 3:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 For behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, Takes away from Jerusalem

and from Judah The stock and the store, The whole supply of bread and the whole supply of
water;

c. Isaiah 3:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 The look on their countenance witnesses against them, And they
declare their sin as Sodom; They do not hide it. Woe to their soul! For they have brought evil
upon themselves.

d. Jeremiah 6:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask for
the old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls.
But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’
(1) Jeremiah 6:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Listen to the

sound of the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not listen.’
e. Zechariah 7:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 But they refused to heed, shrugged their shoulders, and

stopped their ears so that they could not hear.
(1) inattentive stupid, insensible. They hear heavily with their ears—are half asleep while the

salvation of God is preached unto them.— Adam Clarke's Commentary
3. Totally and obstinately resisted the truth of God – refused to learn –   Psalm 78:8; Isaiah 29:9;

Ezekiel 12:2,3;
a. Psalm 78:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 And may not be like their fathers, A stubborn and rebellious

generation, A generation that did not set its heart aright, And whose spirit was not faithful
to God.

b. Isaiah 29:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Pause and wonder! Blind yourselves and be blind! They are drunk,
but not with wine; They stagger, but not with intoxicating drink.

c. Ezekiel 12:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 “Son of man, you dwell in the midst of a rebellious house, which
has eyes to see but does not see, and ears to hear but does not hear; for they are a rebellious
house.
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(1) Ezekiel 12:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 “Therefore, son of man, prepare your belongings for
captivity, and go into captivity by day in their sight. You shall go from your place into
captivity to another place in their sight. It may be that they will consider, though they are
a rebellious house.
(a)  Totally and obstinately resisted the truth of God, and shut their eyes against the

light.— Adam Clarke's Commentary
D. We Determine Condition of Our Heart ---- Proverbs 4:1-27 (NKJV) ---- 1 Hear, my children, the

instruction of a father, And give attention to know understanding; 2 For I give you good doctrine:
Do not forsake my law. 3 When I was my father’s son, Tender and the only one in the sight of my
mother, 4 He also taught me, and said to me: “Let your heart retain my words; Keep my commands,
and live. 5 Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my
mouth. 6 Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will keep you. 7 Wisdom
is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding. 8 Exalt her,
and she will promote you; She will bring you honor, when you embrace her. 9 She will place on your
head an ornament of grace; A crown of glory she will deliver to you.” 10 Hear, my son, and receive
my sayings, And the years of your life will be many. 11 I have taught you in the way of wisdom; I
have led you in right paths. 12 When you walk, your steps will not be hindered, And when you run,
you will not stumble. 13 Take firm hold of instruction, do not let go; Keep her, for she is your life.
14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the way of evil. 15 Avoid it, do not travel
on it; Turn away from it and pass on. 16 For they do not sleep unless they have done evil; And their
sleep is taken away unless they make someone fall. 17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, And
drink the wine of violence. 18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun, That shines ever
brighter unto the perfect day. 19 The way of the wicked is like darkness; They do not know what
makes them stumble. 20 My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings. 21 Do
not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart; 22 For they are life to those
who find them, And health to all their flesh. 23 Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it
spring the issues of life. 24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth, And put perverse lips far from you.
25 Let your eyes look straight ahead, And your eyelids look right before you. 26 Ponder the path of
your feet, And let all your ways be established. 27 Do not turn to the right or the left; Remove your
foot from evil.
1. Hear & give attention – 1
2. Let your heart retain my words – 4
3. Do not forget, turn away, or forsake wisdom – 5,6
4. Love, get and exalt wisdom & understanding – 6-9
5. Receive and take firm hold of instruction – 10-13
6. Stay away from evil – 14-19

a. Proverbs 4:20-27 (NKJV) ---- 20 My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to
my sayings. 21 Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart;
22 For they are life to those who find them, And health to all their flesh. 23 Keep your heart
with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life. 24 Put away from you a deceitful
mouth, And put perverse lips far from you. 25 Let your eyes look straight ahead, And your
eyelids look right before you. 26 Ponder the path of your feet, And let all your ways be
established. 27 Do not turn to the right or the left; Remove your foot from evil. 

III. THE FOUR SOILS
A. Wayside Hearer - Matt 13:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does

not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This
is he who received seed by the wayside.
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1. Mark 4:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 And these are the ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When
they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown in their hearts. 
a. Luke 8:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes

and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 
2. Wayside (Unresponsive Closed Minded) Hearer

a. The nature of the soil would not permit penetration on the part of the seed of the gospel 
(13:19).

b. This was the condition of the majority of the Jewish leadership of Jesus’ day.
3. The person who hears the gospel but never comes to saving faith - (Romans 10:6-18 NKJV) ----

6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend
into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near
you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from
the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him
will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same
Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.” 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a
preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 16
But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?”
17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, have they not
heard? Yes indeed: “Their sound has gone out to all the earth, And their words to the ends of the
world.”
a. Through Satan’s influences, in harmony with free-will, the word is prevented from

penetrating the heart, “the place of decision” wherein they could have been saved - (1 Cor.
1:22,23; 2:13,14; 2 Cor 4:4; Ephesians 4:17-19; Col. 2:8).

b. 1 Corinthians 1:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom;
(1) 1 Corinthians 1:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a

stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness,
c. 1 Corinthians 2:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s

wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
(1) 1 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of

the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned.

d. 2 Corinthians 4:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not
believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine on them.

e. Ephesians 4:17-19 (NKJV) ---- 17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you
should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having
their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given
themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

f. Colossians 2:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and
not according to Christ.
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B. Rocky Ground Hearer - Matt 13:20-21 (NKJV) ---- 20. . ., this is he who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy;  21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For
when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.
1.  Mark 4:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 . . . , when they hear the word, immediately receive it with

gladness;  17 and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward,
when tribulation or persecution arises for the word's sake, immediately they stumble. 
a. Luke 8:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive

the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation
fall away. 

2. A hard substratum of rock with a thin layer of soil.
a. Seed will germinate in such soil but the underlying rock precludes a deep root system.
b. “And some fell upon a rock and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it

lacked moisture” (Luke 8:6).
3. Rocky Ground (The Undeveloped Believer)

a. Receives with joy, BELIEVES, had LIFE thus saved – but does not endure persecution &
temptation – (Mat 13:13; Mk 4:16-17; Luke 8:13)
(1) Matthew 13:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing

they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.
(2) Mark 4:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 These likewise are the ones sown on stony ground who,

when they hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness; 17 and they have no root
in themselves, and so endure only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution
arises for the word’s sake, immediately they stumble.

(3) Luke 8:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear,
receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time
of temptation fall away.

b. Both intellectually & emotionally affected by the word - but lacks the commitment to grow
& develop, & stumbles -(2 Pet 1:5-10)
(1) 2 Peter 1:5-10 (NKJV) ---- 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to

your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to
brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these
things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his
old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

c. Those once saved by faith can lose their faith and be lost – (1 Cor. 10:1-13; Heb. 3:1,7-19;
5:12-6:8)
(1) 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 (NKJV) ---- 1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be

unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and
all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed
them, and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with most of them God was not well pleased, for
their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 6 Now these things became our examples,
to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7 And do not
become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and
drink, and rose up to play.” 8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did,
and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also
tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; 10 nor complain, as some of them also
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complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now all these things happened to
them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No
temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who
will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will
also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

(2) Hebrews 3:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus,

(3) Hebrews 3:7-19 (NKJV) ---- 7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you will
hear His voice, 8 Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, In the day of trial in the
wilderness, 9 Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, And saw My works forty years.
10 Therefore I was angry with that generation, And said, ‘They always go astray in their
heart, And they have not known My ways.’ 11 So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not
enter My rest.’ ” 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief
in departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called
“Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have
become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the
end, 15 while it is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as
in the rebellion.” 16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came
out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not
with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He
swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So we see
that they could not enter in because of unbelief.

(4) Hebrews 5:12-6:8 (NKJV) ---- 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you
need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have
come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is
unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to
those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised
to discern both good and evil. 1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary
principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of
laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this we
will do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to
renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God,
and put Him to an open shame. 7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes
upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from
God; 8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end
is to be burned.

1

C. Thorny Ground Hearer - Matt 13:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns
is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word,
and he becomes unfruitful. 
1. Mk 4:18-19 (NKJV) - 18 Now these are the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear

the word, 19 and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other
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things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 
a. Luke 8:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they

have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit
to maturity. 

2. Seed that fell among thorns had to compete for sunlight and nutrients.
a. Weeds will choke healthy plants, leaving them weak and stunted by sapping them of their

sources of nourishment.
3. Thorny Ground (Unfruitful Disciple)

a. Thorny soil represents one who is made alive by the gospel, but is suffocated by temporal
concerns and pleasures, this believers faith does not produce the fruit required due to a
divided heart - (James 1:18,21-25; 1 Peter 1:13-2:2; Matthew 6:22-24)
(1) James 1:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth,

that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.
(2) James 1:21-25 (NKJV) ---- 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of

wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your
souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For
if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural
face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what
kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in
it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he
does.

(3) 1 Peter 1:13-2:2 (NKJV) ---- 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and
rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your
ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16
because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father, who
without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout
the time of your stay here in fear; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with
corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition
from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised
Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 22 Since
you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the
brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of
corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides
forever, 24 because “All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the
grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the Lord endures
forever.” Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you. 1 Therefore,
laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn
babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,

(4) Matthew 6:22-24 (NKJV) ---- 22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye
is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that
darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.

b. Materialism is a certain recipe for a spiritual crop failure  - (John 15).
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D. The Good Ground Hearer - Mat. 13:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 But he who received seed on the good ground
is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty." 
1. Mark 4:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the

word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred."
a.  Luke 8:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having

heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. 
2. Hears & understands the word - (Mat 13:20)

a. Receive God’s Word - (Mark 4:20).
b. Keeps God’s Word & perseveres - (Luke 8:15).
c. Bears fruit - (Luke 8:15; John 15:5)

(1) Luke 8:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who,
having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

(2) John 15:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and
I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

3. Good Ground (Fruitful Christian)
a. Fruit that one who has this heart will bear:

(1) Win souls - (Acts 8:4; 1 Thes 1:8)
(a) Acts 8:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere

preaching the word.
(b) 1 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded

forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward
God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.

(2) Practical holiness - (Rom 6:22; 12:1-2; Phili 1:11; Col. 1:10)
(a) Romans 6:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 But now having been set free from sin, and having

become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.
(b) Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of

God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.

(c) Philippians 1:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which
are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

(d) Colossians 1:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing
Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

(3) Fruit of the Spirit / Christ-like character - (Gal 5:22,23)
(a) Galatians 5:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
i) Galatians 5:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no

law.
b. Is noble & honest / searches – Acts 17:11,12
c. Receives the word with meekness - (James 1:21)
d. Willing to make changes - (Acts 19:18-20; James 1:25)

(1) Acts 19:18-20 (NKJV) ---- 18 And many who had believed came confessing and telling
their deeds. 19 Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books
together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and
it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of the Lord grew mightily and
prevailed.
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(2) James 1:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be
blessed in what he does.

e. Bears fruit – 1 Thes 1:8-10
(1) 1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 (NKJV) ---- 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded

forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God
has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything. 9 For they themselves declare
concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He
raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

f. A heart like the one described in Psa 1:1-3?
(1) Psalm 1:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the

ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his
delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He shall
be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season,
Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper.

IV. In Conclusion:
A. The word of God can save anyone who is willing to receive it -  James 1:18-25

1. One can be saved from his past sins but fail to grow and be lost - 2 Pet 1:5-10
2. One can be spiritually alive but allow the world to choke out his spiritual life - Rev 3:2,3
3.  We choose the condition of our heart û we can all be good ground hearers & bear fruit!

B. What Is The Condition of Your Heart?
1. Matthew 13:19 (NKJV)  ----- 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not

understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This
is he who received seed by the wayside. 
a. No real interest in spiritual things – is your mind closed and hardened against the truth by

rebellion & deception?
2. Matthew 13:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For

when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.
a. Have you fallen away due to the trials and temptations in your life?

3. Matthew 13:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears
the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he
becomes unfruitful. 
a. Have you allowed your faith & service to God to be choked by the cares of this life - ceasing

to bear fruit?
4. Matthew 13:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears

the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty." 
a. Open & receptive to the truth ; Committed to growing - Focused & loyal.  Bearing fruit for

the master? 
C. Your Decision - why not start 2017 making the right choice!

1. Romans 2:4-11 (NKJV) ---- 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 5 But in
accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath
in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who "will render to each
one according to his deeds":
a. 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and
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immortality; 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness--indignation and wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who
does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone
who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality
with God.

2.  Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) ----- 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 
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