
THINGS THOMAS MISSED - John 20:19-29
Intro.

A. The text this morning comes from John 20 - but several focuses are on verses 19:29
1. John 20:1-31 (NKJV) - 1 Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb

early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 Then
she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them,
“They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
Him.” 3 Peter therefore went out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4 So they
both ran together, and the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 5 And he,
stooping down and looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. 6 Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying
there, 7 and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but
folded together in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went
in also; and he saw and believed. 9 For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise
again from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went away again to their own homes. 11 But Mary
stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked into the tomb.
12 And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the
body of Jesus had lain. 13 Then they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to
them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.”
14 Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and did not
know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
seeking?” She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him
away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away.” 16 Jesus said to her,
“Mary!” She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which is to say, Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her,
“Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say
to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’ ” 18
Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken
these things to her. 19 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when
the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When He had said this, He
showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21
So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And
when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.” 24 Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he said
to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the
nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 26 And after eight days His disciples
were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the
midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look
at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but
believing.” 28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said
to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed.” 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His
disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.
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B. In this lesson, we want to deal with the problem of attendance.
1. Attendance seems to be a problem in nearly all churches.  Why is this so?
2. Some, of course, have legitimate excuse and cannot attend when they really want to.  This is not

the situation we are dealing with in this lesson.
a. Some have a denominational background where they were led to believe that attendance is

not importance.  They need instruction.
b. Some come from older country churches which meet only once a week.  Thus, they think that

all other services than the one on Sunday morning are optional.  Again, they need instruction.
c. Some are lukewarm; they know they should attend, but lack true devotion to the Lord.
d. Some only attend when it is convenient, thus need to learn what commitment the Lord

requires from His disciples.
C. There are two ways to approach the problem of attendance.

1. We can look at the severe consequences for not attending.  Reverence and fear toward God
causes us to attend every service.  We all need the fear of God in our hearts.
a. This I have done in the past dealing with the sins one involves themselves in - while

“wilfully forsaking the assemblies of God’s children”.
b. This is not what we will be doing in this lesson, tho it is important to keep in mind always.

2. We can look at the benefits for attending.  
a. We will try to do this in this lesson. 
b. What did Thomas miss by not being there on that first day of the week?

(1) We don't know why Thomas was not there (one could only speculate as to the reason),
but we do know some things he necessarily missed because he was not there.

II. He missed the joy of seeing the Lord.  vs. 20
A.  Jesus had tried to prepare His disciples for what was to come.  John 16:20-22 (NKJV) ---- 20 Most

assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be
sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. 21 A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow
because her hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers
the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 22 Therefore you now have
sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you.
1. He was going to die and leave them!   Peter refused to accept this as a reality when the Lord told

them!
a. I believe we all would have had this reaction if we had spent 3 and a half years with the Son

of God in our midst.
B. Consider the happiness and rejoicing on that first day when they saw the Lord alive again.  Matt.

28:5-10
1. Matthew 28:5-10 (NKJV) - 5 But the angel answered and said to the women, “Do not be afraid,

for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for He is risen, as He said.
Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is
risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him.
Behold, I have told you.” 8 So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and
ran to bring His disciples word. 9 And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them,
saying, “Rejoice!” So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus
said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell My brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will
see Me.”

III. He missed the comfort of other disciples.
A. They all had spent at least three years of close fellowship with the Lord.

1. At this time they had many things to talk about.
a. They all had shared a common disappointment.  Luke 24:21 (NKJV) - 21 But we were
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hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the
third day since these things happened.

B. At that time in the upper room they would have been sharing a common benefit from being together.
1. Comfort - 1 Thess. 4:18; 5:11

a. 1 Thessalonians 4:18 (NKJV) - 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
b. 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NKJV) - 11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just

as you also are doing.
2. Prayer - Phil. 4:6-7 (NKJV) - 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

3. Reading from the Scriptures - Rom. 15:4 (NKJV) - 4 For whatever things were written before
were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope.
a. (To recall certain verses in time of need does much good).
b. Remember that the Holy Spirit had not yet fallen upon them at this time - so miraculous

understanding was present ---- ie “He will guide you into all things”
C. Thomas missed all these things because he was not there.

IV. He missed the evidence he needed to remove doubt.
A. For a whole week after this, Thomas remained in his doubt (vs. 26).

1. The other disciples were convinced, but not Thomas.
B. Generally, attendance is a faith problem.

1. The weak who look for an excuse will find one. ---- illust - man with his axe and neighbor.
2. The strong, who face the same problems and difficulties as all, somehow manage to always

attend.
C. Attendance will help build our faith.  "...Increase our faith."  Luke 17:5; Rom. 10:17

1. Luke 17:5 (NKJV) - 5 And the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”
a. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) - 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of

God.
2. How often have preachers prepared a sermon to exhort, encourage and admonish everyone, yet

many do not attend?
a. Even those who prepare the short talks - many times it is discouraging to look out and not

see the faces of our brethren.   But we are encouraged by the faces that are present.
3. We must preach these type of lessons on Sunday mornings because the ones who need them

most won't be here during the Bible classes or Wednesday evening studies.
a. Brother John, made a great comment in the mens meeting several months ago - “The best

invitations and lessons I have heard on the subject of attendance and other subjects are on
Wednesday night - yet how many are there to hear it!”

V. He missed the charge given by Jesus on that occasion.  vs. 22-23
A. This is the nearest thing in John's account to the great commission.

1. This was a figure of the Spirit which was to come upon them on the day of Pentecost.
a. The Lord was committing to these men the teaching upon which remission of sins would

hedge.
b. People would have their sins remitted on the basis of the truth revealed through these men.

B. Thomas didn't hear it because he wasn't there; I'm sure he learned about it, but he had to learn it
second hand.
1. It's possible that the Lord could come during one or our worship services. 

a. What if you are not here?
b. Will your excuse, which is evidently satisfactory to you, be satisfactory to the Lord?
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C. What if the very thing dealt with in our Bible classes is what your children need to cause them to
remain faithful all their lives, was missed because you did not make that special effort to get them
here?

VI. He missed the honor shared by being there.
A. When you talk about a doubter, who do you think of?  Doubting John?  Doubting Peter?
B. Even though the doubt was later removed (and the Lord forgave him); nevertheless, the scare

remained.
1. Like big nails in the wall; you can pull out the nails, but what does it leave?
2. At our services we may receive the very strength we need to overcome a certain temptation. 

Luke 8:13; Mark 14:38
a. Luke 8:13 (NKJV) - 13 But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the

word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall
away.

b. Mark 14:38 (NKJV) - 38 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

C. Now, let's go back and look at the same points we have observed from the story of Thomas.
1. Remember, we are not appealing on the basis of the consequences for not attending. 
2. Rather, we are emphasizing the blessings for attending.
3. What does a Christian gain for being with the saints every time they come together?

VII. THE WE GAIN AS A RESULT OF BEING PRESENT:
A. We gain the joy of being with the Lord.  Psa. 122:1 (NKJV) - 1 A Song of Ascents. Of David. I was

glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.”
1. The Lord is with us always, but in a special way when we gather in His name.  Matt. 18:20

(NKJV) - 20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst
of them.”

2. We can find joy and comfort in the Lord.  Psalm 16:11 (NKJV) - 11 You will show me the path
of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

3. Let us rejoice in the Lord always.  Psalm 100:1-5 (NKJV) - 1 A Psalm of Thanksgiving. Make
a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! 2 Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before His
presence with singing. 3 Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we
ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 4 Enter into His gates with
thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. 5 For
the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all generations.

B. We gain the comfort of being with the disciples of the Lord.
1. There are a lot of troubles in this old world.

a. Ex. All the cursing and filthy language you have to hear in school or on the job; all the crime,
news that's depressing, etc. - the world sucks the life out of our batteries.

b. Here, we have a place where we find a different world, where we can escape all those evils.
2. We can draw strength from being with other Christians.

a. We all have a common goal--to reach heaven someday, and we are working together to
obtain it.  1 Thess. 4:16-18 (NKJV) - 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

C. We gain evidence needed to remove doubt.
1. Faith is developed and strengthened through examining evidence.  Heb. 11:1; John 20:30-31

a. Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) - 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
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things not seen.
(1) John 20:30-31 (NKJV) - 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His

disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in
His name.

b. Often those who don't attend regularly miss the very lessons they need to build their faith.
2. Anytime you miss a lesson you truly need, you miss that which builds toward salvation.
3. Let us attend regularly so that we can grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord - 2 Peter

3:17-18 (NKJV) - 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you
also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 18 but grow
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now
and forever. Amen.

D.  We witness the application of the charge given by Jesus.
1. Sins are still being forgiven or retained of the same basis.

a. If we are not always here, we may miss some important things that have to do with salvation.
b. Just this past Sunday - after services Erika obeyed the gospel, those who had already left did

not witness this joyful event.
c. We might miss the joy of seeing some soul obey the Lord.

(1) Think back at the tears of joy, perhaps when a young person, a husband, or a wife,
obeyed, and possibly during the Wed. night service. 

(2) The most beautiful thing in the world is to see some soul obey the Lord.
2. Even the procedures of withdrawing can be strengthening to those in attendance.

a.  There is something very rewarding about knowing we are trying to as the Lord commanded.
E. We gain honor that rightfully belongs to the faithful.

1. I know that it is good for me to be here at all services.  James 4:17 (NKJV) - 17 Therefore, to
him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.

2. There is a certain amount of self-esteem and honor among those who faithful serve the Lord. 
Rom. 12:10; 13:7; 1 Tim. 5:17; 3:13
a. Romans 12:10 (NKJV) - 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in

honor giving preference to one another;
(1) Romans 13:7 (NKJV) - 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due,

customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.
(2) 1 Timothy 5:17 (NKJV) - 17 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double

honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.
(3) 1 Timothy 3:13 (NKJV) - 13 For those who have served well as deacons obtain for

themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.
b. Explain why I make my bed everyday - encouragement by a general while I was in the

military - I heard the very same thing from one here giving a speech to graduating class.
3. Those who aren't attending faithfully don't have this honor.
4. Usually, those who aren't attending faithfully aren't active in other good works.

VIII. In Conclusion.
A. Brethren, let me encourage you to not miss the services, unless, of course, there is just cause.
B. If at all possible, assemble with the saints of God ever time they meet.
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