
The Tact Of Abigail - 1 Samuel 25:2-42
Intro:

A. In everything of life there is a right way and a wrong way of doing things.   When dealing with the
lost of the world or a straying Christian - we can be so tactless - that we may present the truths in
such a way that the individual actually looks forward to going to hell.

B. It is therefore, that we learn how to be tactful so as to not be a stumbling block to those we are trying
to reach and teach.   The Old Testament is a tutor to us and in many other ways other than just to
bring us to Christ.
1. It is the lessons we are to study from today from a women of old - to teach us the value of

tactfulness.
2.  I Samuel 25:2-42 - we are going to learn from the tactfulness of Abigail.

C. Before we start however, let us note Colossians 4:2-6 (NKJV) - 2 Continue earnestly in prayer,
being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us
a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make
it manifest, as I ought to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.
6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought
to answer each one.
1. Note Paul here is praying to God to open a door, so that he may speak the mysteries of Christ.
2. Note he is compelled to do so.
3. It takes wisdom to talk to those who are on the outside.
4. And it takes knowledge how to answer one. Vrs 6

D. When we think about this we notice that Paul is saying there is value in Tact:
1. By definition - Tact - 1 : sensitive mental or aesthetic perception . . .2 : a keen sense of what to

do or say in order to maintain good relations with others or avoid offense - Webster
2. And Christians need “Tact” in teaching the lost, restoring the erring and dealing with one

another.
3. People can be turned away from the truth by well intentioned & zealous people -
4. It is important to speak the truth – but the truth must be spoken in love – Eph 4:15; Col 4:6

a. Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) - 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into
Him who is the head—Christ—

b. Colossians 4:6 (NKJV) - 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you
may know how you ought to answer each one.

5. It is also true that many will not listen - regardless of the manner the truth is spoken!
E. Explain the background of 1 Samuel 25 - starting from 1 Samuel 19 when we see David running

from King Saul.

II. The beginning of 1 Samuel 25 - which leads to the Tact of Abigail
A. Samuel has died - (1 Samuel 25:1 NKJV) - 1 Then Samuel died; and the Israelites gathered together

and lamented for him, and buried him at his home in Ramah. And David arose and went down to the
Wilderness of Para 

B. A very wealthy man named Nabal & his wife Abigail lived in Maon - (she was beautiful and of
“good understanding, but the man was harsh and evil in his doings. He was of the house of Caleb.”)
- (1 Samuel 25:2,3)
1. 1 Samuel 25:2-3 (NKJV) - 2 Now there was a man in Maon whose business was in Carmel, and

the man was very rich. He had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. And he was shearing
his sheep in Carmel. 3 The name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife Abigail. And
she was a woman of good understanding and beautiful appearance; but the man was harsh and
evil in his doings. He was of the house of Caleb.
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C. David, who had previously protected Nabal’s men,  sends to Nabal for needed supplies – (1 Samuel
25:4-9; cf 23:24; 25:21)
1. 1 Samuel 25:4-9 (NKJV) - 4 When David heard in the wilderness that Nabal was shearing his

sheep, 5 David sent ten young men; and David said to the young men, “Go up to Carmel, go to
Nabal, and greet him in my name. 6 And thus you shall say to him who lives in prosperity:
‘Peace be to you, peace to your house, and peace to all that you have! 7 Now I have heard that
you have shearers. Your shepherds were with us, and we did not hurt them, nor was there
anything missing from them all the while they were in Carmel. 8 Ask your young men, and they
will tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor in your eyes, for we come on a feast day.
Please give whatever comes to your hand to your servants and to your son David.’ ” 9 So when
David’s young men came, they spoke to Nabal according to all these words in the name of
David, and waited.

a. Cf - 1 Samuel 23:24 (NKJV) - 24 So they arose and went to Ziph before Saul. But David and
his men were in the Wilderness of Maon, in the plain on the south of Jeshimon.

b. 1 Samuel 25:21 (NKJV) - 21 Now David had said, “Surely in vain I have protected all that this
fellow has in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that belongs to him. And he has
repaid me evil for good.

2. Nabal, with utter contempt, refuses David – (1 Samuel 25:10-11)
a. 1 Samuel 25:10-11 (NKJV) - 10 Then Nabal answered David’s servants, and said, “Who is

David, and who is the son of Jesse? There are many servants nowadays who break away each
one from his master. 11 Shall I then take my bread and my water and my meat that I have killed
for my shearers, and give it to men when I do not know where they are from?”

3. Angered by Nabal’s response, David & his men gird their swords – (1 Samuel 25:12-13)
a. 1 Samuel 25:12-13 (NKJV) - 12 So David’s young men turned on their heels and went back;

and they came and told him all these words. 13 Then David said to his men, “Every man gird
on his sword.” So every man girded on his sword, and David also girded on his sword. And
about four hundred men went with David, and two hundred stayed with the supplies.

D. Abigail intervenes – (1 Samuel 25:14-31 NKJV) - 14 Now one of the young men told Abigail,
Nabal’s wife, saying, “Look, David sent messengers from the wilderness to greet our master; and
he reviled them. 15 But the men were very good to us, and we were not hurt, nor did we miss
anything as long as we accompanied them, when we were in the fields. 16 They were a wall to us
both by night and day, all the time we were with them keeping the sheep. 17 Now therefore, know
and consider what you will do, for harm is determined against our master and against all his
household. For he is such a scoundrel that one cannot speak to him.” 18 Then Abigail made haste
and took two hundred loaves of bread, two skins of wine, five sheep already dressed, five seahs of
roasted grain, one hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and loaded them on
donkeys. 19 And she said to her servants, “Go on before me; see, I am coming after you.” But she
did not tell her husband Nabal. 20 So it was, as she rode on the donkey, that she went down under
cover of the hill; and there were David and his men, coming down toward her, and she met them.
21 Now David had said, “Surely in vain I have protected all that this fellow has in the wilderness,
so that nothing was missed of all that belongs to him. And he has repaid me evil for good. 22 May
God do so, and more also, to the enemies of David, if I leave one male of all who belong to him by
morning light.” 23 Now when Abigail saw David, she dismounted quickly from the donkey, fell on
her face before David, and bowed down to the ground. 24 So she fell at his feet and said: “On me,
my lord, on me let this iniquity be! And please let your maidservant speak in your ears, and hear the
words of your maidservant. 25 Please, let not my lord regard this scoundrel Nabal. For as his name
is, so is he: Nabal is his name, and folly is with him! But I, your maidservant, did not see the young
men of my lord whom you sent. 26 Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord lives and as your soul lives,
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since the Lord has held you back from coming to bloodshed and from avenging yourself with your
own hand, now then, let your enemies and those who seek harm for my lord be as Nabal. 27 And
now this present which your maidservant has brought to my lord, let it be given to the young men
who follow my lord. 28 Please forgive the trespass of your maidservant. For the Lord will certainly
make for my lord an enduring house, because my lord fights the battles of the Lord, and evil is not
found in you throughout your days. 29 Yet a man has risen to pursue you and seek your life, but the
life of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with the Lord your God; and the lives of
your enemies He shall sling out, as from the pocket of a sling. 30 And it shall come to pass, when
the Lord has done for my lord according to all the good that He has spoken concerning you, and has
appointed you ruler over Israel, 31 that this will be no grief to you, nor offense of heart to my lord,
either that you have shed blood without cause, or that my lord has avenged himself. But when the
Lord has dealt well with my lord, then remember your maidservant.”
1. She was “of good understanding” (vrs 3)
2. She acted with haste (vrs 18)
3. She was humble (vrs 23,24)
4. She appealed to the best in David (vrs 25-33)

E. It is this intervention that we are to learn from - with regards to the Tact of Abigail
.
III. Lessons We Need To Learn From Abigail - 1 Samuel 25

A. She was of Good Understanding vrs 3
1. She knew why David was going to march against Nabal - (vrs 25)
2. She knew vengeance belongs to the Lord – (vrs 26; cf. Rom 12:19)

a. Romans 12:19 (NKJV) - 19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath;
for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.

3. She knew the Lord was behind David’s success –  (Vrs 28-30)
4. She knew God blesses those who put Him first – (vrs 29; cf. Matthew 6:25ff)

a. Matthew 6:25-30 (NKJV) - 25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than
food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor
reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value
than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28 “So why do you
worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;
29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30
Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?

5. In Like manner ---- We Too Need Good Understanding – (Ephesians 5:15-17 NKJV) - 15 See
then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the
days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

a. Necessary To Please God, Bear Fruit & Promote Peace & Unity  – (Col 1:9-12; Jam 3:13-18)
(1) Colossians 1:9-12 (NKJV) - 9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not

cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing
Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and
longsuffering with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers
of the inheritance of the saints in the light.

(2) James 3:13-18 (NKJV) - 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by
good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter
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envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom
does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-
seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those
who make peace.

b. We need to have an understanding of where others are coming from – (2 Cor 2:11; 2 Pet
3:16,17)

(1) 2 Corinthians 2:11 (NKJV) - 11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not
ignorant of his devices.

(2) 2 Peter 3:16 (NKJV) - 16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in
which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their
own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.

(a) 2 Peter 3:17 (NKJV) - 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware
lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;

B. She acted with Haste - vrs 18
1. She hurried to get supplies to David – (vrs 18,19) - Note she did not say “I’m a woman I have

no business in getting in between these two men.”
2. She took responsibility without delay in going to meet with David to make peace – (vrs 19,20)
3. In the same manner - When we have opportunity to do good – we need to do it – (James

2:15,16; 4:17)
a. James 2:15-16 (NKJV) - 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and

one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them
the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?

(1) James 4:17 (NKJV) - 17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him
it is sin.

b. We need to redeem the time – (Col. 4:5; Eph 5:15,16)
(1) Colossians 4:5 (NKJV) - 5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the

time.
(2) Ephesians 5:15-16 (NKJV) - 15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as

wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
c. Problems need to be addressed with haste & wisdom! –  (Matt 5:23-25; Prov. 15:1; Jas 1:19;

3:17)
(1) Matthew 5:23-25 (NKJV) - 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there

remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the
altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.
25 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your
adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown
into prison.

(2) Proverbs 15:1 (NKJV) - 1 A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger.
(3) James 1:19 (NKJV) - 19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow

to speak, slow to wrath;
(4) James 3:17 (NKJV) - 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable,

gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without
hypocrisy.

C. And she was Humble - vrs 23-24
1. She bowed before David – (vrs 23,24)
2. She offered to take the punishment for Nabal’s wrong – (vrs 24)
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3. She didn’t make excuses for Nabal – (vrs 25)
4. Once again in like manner - We must be humble before God – (Matt 5:3; Luke 14:11; Jas

4:6-10)
a. Matthew 5:3 (NKJV) - 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

(1) Luke 14:11 (NKJV) - 11 For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.”

(2) James 4:6-10 (NKJV) - 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the
proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he
will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let
your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the
sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

b. We must be humble in dealing with one another – (Eph 4:1-3; Phil. 2:1-5; Col. 3:12,13)
(1) Ephesians 4:1-3 (NKJV) - 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk

worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.

(2) Philippians 2:1-5 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being
like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better
than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

(3) Colossians 3:12-13 (NKJV) - 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another,
and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave
you, so you also must do.

c. Humility is essential in teaching & correcting others – (1 Pet 3:15; 2 Tim 2:25)
(1) 1 Peter 3:15 (NKJV) - 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to

give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness
and fear;

(2) 2 Timothy 2:25 (NKJV) - 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God
perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth,

D. Lastly Abigail - Appealed to the Best In David - vrs 25-33
1. She was wise in her approach – in pleading with David not to act foolishly – (vrs 25)
2. She appealed to David’s desire to serve the Lord – (vrs 26-28)
3. She appealed to the need for David to have a clear conscience & trust the Lord to avenge him

– (vrs 27-31)
4. When it comes to us today - in the same manner - We can appeal to one’s desire to be wise –

(Ephesians 5:15-17 NKJV) - 15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,
16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand
what the will of the Lord is.

a. We can appeal to one’s desire to serve the Lord and to be blessed by Him – (Heb 6:9-10)
(1) Hebrews 6:9-10 (NKJV) - 9 But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you,

yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner. 10 For God is not
unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that
you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

b. There are times people NEED to be rebuked – but the need to encourage necessary too - (2
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Sam 12:1-7; Gal 2:11-14; 2 Tim 4:2; 1 Tim 4:13; Heb 10:24,25)
(1) 2 Samuel 12:1-7 (NKJV) - 1 Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and

said to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man
had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little
ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his
children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was
like a daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his
own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to
him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”
5 So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the Lord
lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the
lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.” 7 Then Nathan said to David,
“You are the man! Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I
delivered you from the hand of Saul.

(2) Galatians 2:11-14 (NKJV) - 11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to
his face, because he was to be blamed; 12 for before certain men came from James, he would
eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those
who were of the circumcision. 13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with
him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that
they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all,
“If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel
Gentiles to live as Jews?

(3) 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) - 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince,
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.

(4) 1 Timothy 4:13 (NKJV) - 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine.

(5) Hebrews 10:24-25 (NKJV) - 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and
good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some,
but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

1

IV. In Conclusion:
A. The Four Lesson we learn from Abigail in 1 Samuel 25 are simple:

1. She was “of good understanding” (vrs 3)
2. She acted with haste (vrs 18)
3. She was humble (vrs 23,24)
4. She appealed to the best in David (vrs 25-33)

B. It is the desired results of this tact that we are striving for:
1. David listened to Abigail because of her actions – (1 Samuel 25:32-34)

a. 1 Samuel 25:32-34 (NKJV) - 32 Then David said to Abigail: “Blessed is the Lord God of
Israel, who sent you this day to meet me! 33 And blessed is your advice and blessed are you,
because you have kept me this day from coming to bloodshed and from avenging myself with
my own hand. 34 For indeed, as the Lord God of Israel lives, who has kept me back from
hurting you, unless you had hurried and come to meet me, surely by morning light no males
would have been left to Nabal!”

C. We  learn from Abigail the need to act with understanding, haste, humility & wisdom!

1
  The New King James Version. 1982. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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