
"SEVEN "BLUNDERS" OF THE WORLD"
Introduction:

A. The "seven wonders" of the ancient world excite one's imagination. 
1. The Pyramids of Egypt (the only one of the original "seven wonders" still standing) were memorial

tombs for the powerful Pharoas. 
2. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon. Built by king Nebuchadnezzar to make his wife feel at home. 
3. The Statue of Zeus, carved at the sight of the first Olympic games, was more than forty feet high. 
4. The Temple of Diana at Ephesus, took more than 120 years to build, and was more than 400 feet

long decorated with gold and jewels. 
5. The Mausoleum of Halicarnassas erected to Queen Artemicia was 140 feet high. 
6. The Colossus of Rhodes stood 105 feet tall at the entrance to the harbor. 
7. The Pharos of Alexander was a lighthouse more than 400 feet high that guided ships into the

harbor. 
B. Someone has proposed a different list of "modern day wonders of the world" that include: 

1. Mt. Everest. 
2. Victoria Falls. 
3. The Grand Canyon. 
4. The Great Barrier Reef. 
5. Mammoth Cave , and others. 

C. A list of modern achievements of man might also include–
1. The Suez Canal, 
2. The Eiffle Tower, 
3. The Golden Gate Bridge, 
4. Television,
5. Space Flight etc. 

D. But I want to study with you for a few moments about the "Seven Blunders" of the modern world. 
1. These are seven attitudes, which I have chosen because they are fairly common in our society, and

because they have such momentous and eternal consequences! 
2. Think and study along with me. 
3. What is your attitude about these seven things? 
4. It is extremely important that we think as does Christ our Lord! 

II. Rejecting Jesus as God's Son:
A. Matthew 1:18-23 

1. "Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 19 Then Joseph her husband,
being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was minded to put her away privily.
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for He shall save his people from their sins. 22 Now all this was done, that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with
child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us." 

B. John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye
shall die in your sins. 

C. John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me. 
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D. Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved. 

III. Thinking Your Own Goodness Can Save! 
A. Since "all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God" (Rom. 3:23), it becomes obvious to the

thinking person that all are in need of the redemption that is found in and through Jesus Christ. 
1. The Hebrew writer said, "Apart from (without) the shedding of blood there is no remission" (Heb.

9:22). 
B. After saying that "all have sinned.." Paul wrote, "being justified freely by His grace through the

redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God set forth to be a propitiation, through faith, in His blood,
to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; To
declare, I say, at this time His righteousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of his which
believeth in Jesus" (Rom. 3:24-26). 
1. The classic case of one who was very religious and very moral and yet had to "hear words whereby

he and his house may be saved" was of course, Cornelius (Acts 10:1-6; Acts 11:14). 
a. Acts 10:1-6 (NKJV) - 1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of

what was called the Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his
household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always. 3 About the
ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and saying to him,
“Cornelius!” 4 And when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, “What is it, lord?” So he
said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God. 5 Now send
men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter. 6 He is lodging with Simon, a
tanner, whose house is by the sea. He will tell you what you must do.”

b. Acts 11:14 (NKJV) - 14 who will tell you words by which you and all your household will be
saved.’

2. Morality, although a great virtue in any society, will not remove that first sin.
C. Once we reach the "age of accountability" then our sins must be forgiven and the only cleansing agent

is the blood of Jesus Christ as noted above (Romans 5:9 NKJV) - 9 Much more then, having now been
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.). 
1. We will learn more about how and when the blood cleanses in other points in this lesson.
2. Suffice it to say that Jesus said, "For this is My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many

for the remission of sins" (Matthew 26:28). 

IV. LOOKING ONLY AT THINGS SEEN.....HERE AND NOW ONLY 
A. Paul contrasts the physical and the spiritual, saying, "We look not at the things which are seen, but at

the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not
seen are eternal" (2 Corinthians 4:18). 
1. Ours is a very materialistic society and it is not difficult to fall into the same trip or worldliness. 

a. God knows we have need of a certain amount of this world's goods and provides those for us
in abundance. 

b. But He doesn't want us to begin to "trust in riches" for if we do, we will fail to enter heaven just
as assuredly as the camel cannot get through the eye of a needle! 

B. Therefore, Jesus warns against putting undue emphasis on this world and its things (Matthew 6:33
NKJV) - 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added
to you.).
1. He told a parable about a "rich fool" in (Luke 12:15-21).

a. Luke 12:15-21 (NKJV) - 15 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.” 16 Then He spoke a
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parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he
thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?’ 18
So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all
my crops and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for
many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This
night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have
provided?’ 21 “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

2. He admonished us not to "lay up treasures on earth" in the sense that this man did, (Matthew
6:19-20 NKJV) - 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.) 
a. It will all pass away with the using (2 Peter 3:10-13). 

(1) 2 Peter 3:10-13 (NKJV) - 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore,
since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because
of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells.

b. The "love of money is the root of all kinds of evil says Paul (1 Timothy 6:7-10).
(1) 1 Timothy 6:7-10 (NKJV) - 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we

can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9
But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is
a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness,
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

V. THINKING THAT FAITH ONLY WILL SAVE YOU! WHAT ABOUT GRACE?
WHAT ABOUT BLOOD? WHAT ABOUT REPENTANCE? 

A. There are several things by which we are said to be saved. 
1. We are not saved by any one of them to the exclusion of the others commanded by the same Lord!

(James 1:18-25; 2:14-26). 
a. James 1:18-25 (NKJV) - 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we

might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. 19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man
be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not produce the
righteousness of God. 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers
of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word
and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes
himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into
the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work,
this one will be blessed in what he does.

b. James 2:14-26 (NKJV) - 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not
give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have
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works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19
You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But
do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham
our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith
was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the
Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by
works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works
when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without
the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

B. Christ is the author of eternal salvation to all them that obey Him, (Hebrews 5:9; Matthew 7:21-23). 
1. Hebrews 5:9 (NKJV) - 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to

all who obey Him,
2. Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) - 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom

of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day,
‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many
wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you
who practice lawlessness!’

VI. THINKING THE CHURCH IS UNNECESSARY TO ONES SALVATION
A. The church doesn't save of course, but the church is made up of the saved (Acts 2:47; Colossians

1:13-14; Ephesians 2:13-17; Ephesians 4:1-6; Ephesians 5:22-33). 
1. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) - 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to

the church daily those who were being saved.
a. Colossians 1:13-14 (NKJV) - 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed

us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins.

b. Ephesians 2:13-17 (NKJV) - 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one,
and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity,
that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new
man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one
body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 And He came and preached
peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.

c. Ephesians 4:1-6 (NKJV) - 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy
of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of
your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all.

d. Ephesians 5:22-33 (NKJV) - 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For
the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the
body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by
the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle
or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to
love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one
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ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For
we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32
This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let each
one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects
her husband.

2. If just one soul may be saved and not a part of that of which Christ is the Savior, then two could or
three, or ten thousand. 

3. Yet Christ's blood purchased this relationship (Ephesians 5:25; Acts 20:28).
a. Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV) - 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church

and gave Himself for her,
b. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) - 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased
with His own blood.

4. Is Christ's blood a non-essential?? 
a. Fact is, He is coming back to get his bride the church. 

B. Just as those who were saved in Noah's day were saved in the ark, so it is today that the saved are "in
Christ" and being in Christ is being "in His church" - these are identical relationships. 

VII. THINKING YOU ARE TOO BAD FOR CHRIST TO SAVE YOUR MISERABLE
SOUL!

A. How bad do you suppose the Jews on Pentecost were? 
1. They were "murderers and betrayers of the sinless Son of God Almighty!" (Acts 2:23; Acts 7:52).

a. Acts 2:23 (NKJV) - 23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of
God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;

b. Acts 7:52 (NKJV) - 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed
those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers
and murderers,

2. How about the "chief of sinners," Saul? (1 Timothy 1:15). (See Acts 26:9-11).
a. 1 Timothy 1:15 (NKJV) - 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ

Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.
b. Acts 26:9-11 (NKJV) - 9 “Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name

of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison,
having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote
against them. 11 And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to
blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign
cities.

B. Saul guarded the garments of those who stoned Stephen to death. 
1. Any sin of which you are willing to repent, you may be forgiven of by obeying the gospel of Christ.

VIII. THINKING YOU'LL SUBMIT TO CHRIST ONE DAY BUT YOU HAVE LOTS
OF TIME 

A. Are you sure that you have lots of time to yield to Jesus? 
1. The 33 people who died on Monday April 16th 2007 (The Virginia Tech Shooting 2007) in a

shooting spree of an angry young man, I’m sure felt they had lots of time to sow their wild oats and
then to settle down once a family was begun.
a. Or the students that went to their High School in Columbine, CO 20 years ago in 1999?
b. Or the over 3000 who went to work on Sept 11th, 2001?
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c. Or the 59 that were at a concert in Las Vegas (2017)!
d. Or the 300 plus that died when a Dam Wall broke - just weeks ago.

2. After all, they were young and old alike. 
a. Solomon admonished "Remember now thy creator in the days of thy youth..." (Eccl. 12:1). 

B. Young or older, we have no promise of another day or another opportunity to yield our lives to the king
of king and Lord of Lords! 
1. Life is a vapor says James (James 4:13-15 NKJV) - 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or

tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”;
14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor
that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills,
we shall live and do this or that.”). 
a. Hebrews 3:13 warns, "Exhort one another daily while it is called today; lest any of you be

hardened through the deceitfulness of sin."
b. Paul says "today is the day of salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2 NKJV) - 2 For He says: “In an

acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now
is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) 

C. Old Felix was terrified at what Paul taught him but still procrastinated, saying, "go your way for this
time; and when I have a convenient season I will call for you.." (Acts 24:25).
1. Did that season ever come? 
2. So far as we know it did not! 

IX. Conclusion:
A. Will you commit a great blunder by rejecting your only hope in Christ?
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