
RESTORING the LOST - A Work of Service To Each Other
James 5:19-20

Intro:
A. James 5:19 (NKJV) - “Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns

him back, . . .” - Since God knows the end before the beginning - He has revealed the knowledge that
some who have tasted of the Grace, forgiveness and Mercy of His Son - will return back to the
bondage of Satan.
1. Hence, the bible gives instruction to the child of God on what to do in such cases.

B. The book of James has instructions to the Christian for daily living as well as instructions with
regards to our relationship with the world - briefly broken down into these steps:
1. Enduring trials & temptation through faith - 1:1-16
2. Being doers of the word by faith - 1:17-27
3. The sin of favoritism / prejudice - 2:1-13 - (When it comes to those who are in sin - we can not

play favoritism)
a. The practice of showing partiality to the rich discriminates against the poor and is evil

(2:1–4). 
b. It is also strange, as the rich rather than the poor exploit Christians and slander that name (vv.

5–7). 
c. Worst of all, it is sin, for God’s Law calls on everyone to love a neighbor as yourself.

Breaking that Law is the same as indulging in the more “serious” sins, for law is like a
balloon: Stick a pin in one part and the whole thing breaks (vv. 8–11). 

d. We are to speak and act as those who are freed by the law of love from the law of rules. We
will be evaluated on this basis: He who has received mercy must show himself merciful (vv.
12–13).

4. The faith that does not save and the ONLY kind of faith that does - 2:14-26
5. The power of the tongue and our need to control it - 3:1-12
6. Two kinds of wisdom & their fruit - 3:13-4:12
7. Making our plans - 4:13-17
8. Those Who Oppress You Will Be Judged - therefore Be Patient - 5:1-12
9. The Prayer of Faith (James 5:13-18 - each understands that Prayer changes things (but prayer

alone is like faith alone)
a. God promises aide and deliverance in times of suffering - (WILL save - WILL lift up - &

WILL forgive sin)
b. Are we seeking what God provides through faith & prayer?
c. If our faith is weak - are we willing to call for someone whose faith is strong?
d. If we have sinned - are we willing to confess our sin that we may be forgiven?

C. As James comes to the close of his epistle, he stresses the importance of restoring those who wander
from the truth - (James 5:19,20)
1. Restoring straying saints is a responsibility given to the spiritual - cf. Gal. 6:1-2; 1 Thess. 5:14;

Jude 1:20-23
a. Galatians 6:1-2 (NKJV) - 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are

spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be
tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

b. 1 Thessalonians 5:14 (NKJV) - 14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are
unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.

c. Jude 20-23 (NKJV) - 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 22 And on some have compassion, making a
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distinction; 23 but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment
defiled by the flesh. 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present
you faultless Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 25 To God our Savior,
Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and forever.
Amen.

2. A duty too often neglected - Ezekiel 34:4 (NKJV) - 4 The weak you have not strengthened, nor
have you healed those who were sick, nor bound up the broken, nor brought back what was
driven away, nor sought what was lost; but with force and cruelty you have ruled them.

D. The purpose of this lesson is two-fold:
1. To impress upon our minds the importance of engaging in this work of restoring straying saints
2. To suggest how we should carry out this important work

a. James 5:19,20 (NKJV) - 19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and
someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his
way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins. 

II. The Condition Of  Saints Who Have Strayed From The Truth
A. One is Away from the truth - James 5:19; John 8:32; 1 John 1:5-10

1. James 5:19 (NKJV) - 19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone
turns him back,

2. This is what happens when we walk away from truth:
a. Freedom is lost - John 8:32 (NKJV) - 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall

make you free.”
b. We return to darkness - 1 John 1:5-10 (NKJV) - 5 This is the message which we have heard

from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say
that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.
7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we
have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

B. In the way of error - James 5:20; Gal 1:6-9; 2 Pet 2:18-22
1. James 5:20 (NKJV) - 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will

save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.
2. Galatians 1:6-9 (NKJV) - 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called

you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who
trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we
have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you
have received, let him be accursed.

3. 2 Peter 2:18-22 (NKJV) - 18 For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure
through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those
who live in error. 19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption;
for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage. 20 For if, after they
have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the
beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22
But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit,”
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and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”
C. In the way that leads to death - James 5:20; Rom 6:23; James 1:15

1. Romans 6:23 (NKJV) - 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

2. James 1:15 (NKJV) - 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when
it is full-grown, brings forth death.

D. Those who returned to the Law - Galatians 5:1-4 (NKJV) - 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by
which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 2 Indeed I,
Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. 3 And I testify again
to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law. 4 You have
become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
1. Entangled again with a yoke of bondage - vrs 1
2. Christ will profit nothing - vrs 2
3. Have become estranged from Christ - vrs 4
4. Have fallen from grace - vrs 4

E. That such a person is in danger of more serious punishment is stressed by Jesus in - Luke 12:47-48
(NKJV) - 47 And that servant who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself or do
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 But he who did not know, yet committed
things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him
much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more.
1. Peter tells us that "the latter end is worse for them than the beginning" - cf. 2 Peter 2:20-22

(NKJV) - 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge
of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter
end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment
delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog returns
to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

F.  As Described Hebrews 10:26-31 (NKJV) - 26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful
expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 28 Anyone who
has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 Of how
much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of
God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and
insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says
the Lord. And again, “The Lord will judge His people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God.
1. "there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins" – vrs 26
2. but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation" – vrs 27
3. "much worse punishment...will he be thought worthy" – vrs 29
4. "Counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, & insulted the

Spirit of grace – vrs 29
5. "the LORD will judge His people" - vrs 30

III. Certain Attributes Needed To Restore Those Who Have Strayed
A. Attributes that hinder:

1. Hypocrisy -
2. Arrogance -
3. Self Righteousness  Judgmentalism -
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4. Harshness - Impatience
5. Lack of Love -
6. Spirit of Compromise -

B. Positive Attributes:
1. Those Who Are Spiritual - Gal 6:1; Rom 15:1; Mt 7:3-5

a. Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) - 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are
spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be
tempted.

b. Romans 15:1 (NKJV) - 1 We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the
weak, and not to please ourselves.

c. Matthew 7:3-5 (NKJV) - 3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do
not consider the plank in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me
remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First
remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from
your brother’s eye.

2. A Spirit Of Gentleness -   Gal 6:1; 2 Sam 12:1-7
a. 2 Samuel 12:1-7 (NKJV) - 1 Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and

said to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man
had exceedingly many flocks and herds. 3 But the poor man had nothing, except one little
ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it grew up together with him and with his
children. It ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; and it was
like a daughter to him. 4 And a traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from his
own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had come to
him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.”
5 So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the Lord
lives, the man who has done this shall surely die! 6 And he shall restore fourfold for the
lamb, because he did this thing and because he had no pity.” 7 Then Nathan said to David,
“You are the man! Thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I
delivered you from the hand of Saul.

3. A Constant Sense Of Self-Examination - Gal 6:1
4. A Willingness To Bear One Another's Burdens - Galatians 6:2 (NKJV) - 2 Bear one another’s

burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
5. Humility - Gal 6:3; 2 Tim 2:24-26

a. Galatians 6:3 (NKJV) - 3 For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing,
he deceives himself.

b. 2 Timothy 2:24-26 (NKJV) - 24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle
to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God
perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and that they may
come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to
do his will.

6. Ample Knowledge Of God's Word - 2 Tim 2:24
7. Patience (Longsuffering) -  2 Tim 2:24; 2 Cor 1:23-2:3

a. 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:3 (NKJV) - 23 Moreover I call God as witness against my soul, that
to spare you I came no more to Corinth. 24 Not that we have dominion over your faith, but
are fellow workers for your joy; for by faith you stand. 1 But I determined this within myself,
that I would not come again to you in sorrow. 2 For if I make you sorrowful, then who is he
who makes me glad but the one who is made sorrowful by me? 3 And I wrote this very thing
to you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow over those from whom I ought to have joy,
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having confidence in you all that my joy is the joy of you all.
8. A Sincere Demonstration Of Love - 2 Cor 2:4, 6-8; Matt 18:10

a. 2 Corinthians 2:4 (NKJV) - 4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you,
with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I
have so abundantly for you.

b. 2 Corinthians 2:6-8 (NKJV) - 6 This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is
sufficient for such a man, 7 so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and comfort
him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow. 8 Therefore I urge you
to reaffirm your love to him.

c. Matthew 18:10 (NKJV) - 10 “Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for
I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven.

C. Without the positive attributes what hope is there of any success in coming to the aid of those who
have gone astray?

IV. How To Restore Straying Saints
A. Wrong Methods:

1. Gossip - Backbiting -
2. Harsh Ridicule -
3. Impatient Demands -
4. Focusing on the symptoms rather than the root problem
5. Ignoring the sin -
6. Toleration of evil -
7. Compromise -

B. Right Methods: 
1. Instructions of Jesus - Matthew 18:15-17 (NKJV) - 15 “Moreover if your brother sins against

you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your
brother. 16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word may be established.’ 17 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the
church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax
collector.
a. “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.
b. “. . . if he will not hear, take with you one or two more,
c. “. . . if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church.
d. “. . . if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.

C. Instructions of Paul - 1 Corinthians 5:1-13 (NKJV) - 1 It is actually reported that there is sexual
immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles—that
a man has his father’s wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has
done this deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present
in spirit, have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed. 4 In the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit
may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little
leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump,
since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 8 Therefore
let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with
sexually immoral people. 10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this
world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the
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world. 11 But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is
sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner— not even
to eat with such a person. 12 For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you
not judge those who are inside? 13 But those who are outside God judges. Therefore “put away from
yourselves the evil person.”
1. Collective action - vrs 1,2,4,6,7,

a. . . . be taken away from among you – vrs 2
b. When you are gathered together, . . . deliver such a one to Satan . . . that he may be saved -

vrs 4,5
c. . . . purge out the old leaven - vrs 6,7

2. Individual Members . . . not to keep company with sexually immoral people – vrs 9
a. . . . not to keep company with 
b. . . . not even to eat with such a person – vrs 11
c. . . . “put away from yourselves the evil person.” - vrs 13

D. Instructions of Paul - 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 (NKJV) - 6 But we command you, brethren, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not
according to the tradition which he received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to
follow us, for we were not disorderly among you; 8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread free of charge, but
worked with labor and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, 9 not because
we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us. 10 For
even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.
11 For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all,
but are busybodies. 12 Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus
Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread. 13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow
weary in doing good. 14 And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and
do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet do not count him as an enemy, but
admonish him as a brother.
1. . . . withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which

he received from us - vrs 6
2. . . .  if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company

with him, that he may be ashamed - vrs 14
3. . . . Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother - vrs 15

V. In Conclusion:
A. The work of restoring or correcting saints may be unpleasant at times, but it has the potential for

great joy! - (Lk 15:7; 3 John 1:4)
1. Luke 15:7 (NKJV) - 7 I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner

who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.
2. 3 John 4 (NKJV) - 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

1

B. Do we really love God and one another as we should? - 1 John 3:16-19
1. 1 John 3:16-19 (NKJV)  - 16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And

we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this world's goods, and
sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in
him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 19 And
by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.

1
  The New King James Version. 1982. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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