
RESOLUTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR - “2019"
“I Am Resolved.....”

INTRODUCTION
A. As a New Year begins, I am reminded of the fact that we are one year closer to...

1. The day of our death, or the day the Lord returns
2. That day when we shall stand before the Lord in judgment - 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) - 10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
a. On that day when He will either say...
b. "Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation

of the world" - Matthew 25:34 (NKJV) - 34 Then the King will say to those on His right
hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world:

c. "Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels"
- Mt 25:41

B. Since we are one year closer to that day when our final destiny will be forever determined, let me
use this opportunity...
1. To provoke your thinking as to how you have used this past year
2. To suggest some resolutions for the coming year

C. When I say “I Am Resolved” - there is a message in that statement, a statement of fact but:
1. To be successful in ANY field - to meet and accomplish ANY great goal & task - REQUIRES

a. DECISION
b. PURPOSE
c. DETERMINATION
d. CONTINUED EFFORT
e. And PERSEVERANCE 

2. The steps to Success are very simply laid out:
a. I can’t do it
b. I want to do it
c. How Do I do it
d. I’ll Try to do it
e. I can do it
f. I will do it - then success is reached.
g. AS long as we stay in the “I can’t” phase we are doomed to failure - but the scriptures are not

about “I can’t” - but rather “I CAN” - Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) - 13 I can do all things
through Christ who strengthens me.

3. So to understand what I mean by “re-solved” - let us take note of Dictionary.com definition of
the word:
a. adjective - firm in purpose or intent; determined.
b. verb (used with object), re·solved, re·solv·ing. - to come to a definite or earnest decision

about; determine (to do something):
c. verb (used without object), re·solved, re·solv·ing. - to come to a determination; make up

one's mind; determine (often followed by on or upon):
d. noun - a resolution or determination made, as to follow some course of action.

4. We are valuable - and our soul is valuable to both God and to Satan - but as a bar of steel is costs
- $ 5:00 - what you do with it determines its ultimate value.

D. So, it is my aim to encourage us to make better use of the time we have left and to forge ourselves
into a vessel of honor prepared the day of reckoning that awaits us. 
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1. Let us take up the challenge that is set before us this day - just as challenges where established
by leaders of old - how will we respond?
a. Joshua 24:14-15; Daniel 1:8; Psalm 37:5-6; Acts 11:22-23; Psalm 101:1-4

(1) Joshua 24:14-15 (NKJV) - 14 “Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and
in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River
and in Egypt. Serve the Lord! 15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that
were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

(2) Daniel 1:8 (NKJV) - 8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself
with the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he
requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.

(3) Psalm 37:5-6 (NKJV) - 5 Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall
bring it to pass. 6 He shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, And your justice
as the noonday.

(4) Acts 11:22-23 (NKJV) - 22 Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in
Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. 23 When he came and had
seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart
they should continue with the Lord.

E.  Let's begin, then, by asking...]

II. IN THE PAST YEAR - A Reflection on our Journey
A. HAS OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND CHRIST IMPROVED?

1. Have we drawn nearer to God? - cf. James 4:8 (NKJV) - 8 Draw near to God and He will draw
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

2. Bearing in mind that a close relationship depends upon good communication...
a. Have we been faithful in listening to God through His Word?

(1) Another year has gone by; did we read through the Bible this year? - Trina helped in
purchasing workbooks that aided in this endevor.

(2) If not, and especially if we never have, can we honestly say that we are taking our
relationship with God seriously?

b. Have we been steadfast in talking to God through prayer?
(1) Any effective communication requires a two-way street
(2) Therefore fervent Bible study should be joined with fervent prayer
(3) Has our degree of prayerfulness increased or decreased this year?

B. HAS OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH BRETHREN IMPROVED?
1. Has our love for one another increased this year? - cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 (NKJV) - 9 But

concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are
taught by God to love one another; 10 and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who are in
all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more;

2. Are we any closer to one another than we were a year ago?
a. E.g., have we been in the homes of brethren?
b. E.g., have any of them been in our homes?

3. Do we even know who our brethren are?
a. Each year brings new members into the family of God
b. Have we made the effort to know them?  Even by name?

C. HAS OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH THOSE IN THE WORLD IMPROVED?
1. As people of God, we have an important responsibility toward those in the world - cf. Matthew
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5:13-16 (NKJV) - 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it
be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the
house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your
Father in heaven.
a. To be a positive influence ("You are the salt of the earth")
b. To demonstrate a better way ("You are the light of the world")

2. Have we made progress this year in developing meaningful relationships with people in the
world?
a. So the light of Christ can be seen in our lives
b. So the gospel of Christ can be communicated to them

3. Or are we like most "neighbors" in this day and age...
a. Living next to each other, but not really knowing each other?
b. Having forgotten the lost art of "Southern hospitality"?
c. The questions I am raising can be summarized in this way:  "Another year has gone by; have

we made good use of the time the Lord has given us, or have we wasted it?"
(1) It is likely that all of us in some degree have not made good use of the past year.  But at

this point, let's apply the words of Paul: "Brethren, I do not count myself to have
apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching
forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus." Philppians 3:13-14

(2) With this attitude of pressing forward, let me suggest the following resolutions...]

III. FOR THE YEAR AHEAD - the Ultimate Challenge for the year ahead - Psalm 101:1-4 (NKJV) -
1 A Psalm of David. I will sing of mercy and justice; To You, O Lord, I will sing praises. 2 I will behave
wisely in a perfect way. Oh, when will You come to me? I will walk within my house with a perfect
heart. 3 I will set nothing wicked before my eyes; I hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not
cling to me. 4 A perverse heart shall depart from me; I will not know wickedness.
A. RESOLVE TO DRAW NEARER TO GOD AND CHRIST...

1.  I AM RESOLVED to praise and worship the LORD — Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) - 19 speaking
to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord, ; Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) - 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in
all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.; Acts 16:25 (NKJV) - 25 But at midnight Paul and
Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. [ James
5:13 (NKJV) - 13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him
sing psalms.
a. We should sing of God’s love, of Jesus’ sacrifice, of salvation, and heaven - and we should

sing TOGETHER! — Psa. 122:1; 1 Cor. 11:18; 14:26; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16
(1) Psalm 122:1 (NKJV) - 1 A Song of Ascents. Of David. I was glad when they said to me,

“Let us go into the house of the Lord.”
(2) 1 Corinthians 11:18 (NKJV) - 18 For first of all, when you come together as a church,

I hear that there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it.
(3) 1 Corinthians 14:26 (NKJV) - 26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come

together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an
interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

b. We are to assemble together to encourage one another — Heb 10:24,25; 1 Thess 5:11
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(1) Hebrews 10:24 (NKJV) - 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and
good works,
(a) Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) - 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as

is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see
the Day approaching.

(2) 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NKJV) - 11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another,
just as you also are doing.

2. Psalm 101:2  - “I will behave wisely...
a. I AM RESOLVED to follow God’s word - to Keep His commandments, follow His precepts,

live according to His judgments — Prov. 1:7; 9:10; Ps. 111:10; 15:33;
119:97-104,106,115; [Eccl. 12:13]; 
(1) Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) - 7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools

despise wisdom and instruction.
(2) Proverbs 9:10 (NKJV) - 10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, And the

knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
(3) Psalm 111:10 (NKJV) - 10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; A good

understanding have all those who do His commandments. His praise endures forever.
(4) Psalm 15:33 (NKJV)
(5) Psalm 119:97-104 (NKJV) - 97 Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.

98 You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For they are
ever with me. 99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, For Your testimonies
are my meditation. 100 I understand more than the ancients, Because I keep Your
precepts. 101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your word.
102 I have not departed from Your judgments, For You Yourself have taught me. 103
How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 104 Through
Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.

(6) Psalm 119:106 (NKJV) - 106 I have sworn and confirmed That I will keep Your
righteous judgments.

(7) Psalm 119:115 (NKJV) - 115 Depart from me, you evildoers, For I will keep the
commandments of my God!

(8) Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NKJV) - 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear
God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all.

b. Living wisely requires I listen to God’s instructions & purpose to follow them — Prov.
4:1-27; Eph. 5:15-17
(1) Proverbs 4:1-27 (NKJV) - 1 Hear, my children, the instruction of a father, And give

attention to know understanding; 2 For I give you good doctrine: Do not forsake my law.
3 When I was my father’s son, Tender and the only one in the sight of my mother, 4 He
also taught me, and said to me: “Let your heart retain my words; Keep my commands,
and live. 5 Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the words
of my mouth. 6 Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will
keep you. 7 Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your
getting, get understanding. 8 Exalt her, and she will promote you; She will bring you
honor, when you embrace her. 9 She will place on your head an ornament of grace; A
crown of glory she will deliver to you.” 10 Hear, my son, and receive my sayings, And
the years of your life will be many. 11 I have taught you in the way of wisdom; I have led
you in right paths. 12 When you walk, your steps will not be hindered, And when you
run, you will not stumble. 13 Take firm hold of instruction, do not let go; Keep her, for
she is your life. 14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the way of
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evil. 15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and pass on. 16 For they do not
sleep unless they have done evil; And their sleep is taken away unless they make
someone fall. 17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, And drink the wine of violence.
18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun, That shines ever brighter unto the
perfect day. 19 The way of the wicked is like darkness; They do not know what makes
them stumble. 20 My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings. 21
Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart; 22 For they
are life to those who find them, And health to all their flesh. 23 Keep your heart with all
diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life. 24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth,
And put perverse lips far from you. 25 Let your eyes look straight ahead, And your
eyelids look right before you. 26 Ponder the path of your feet, And let all your ways be
established. 27 Do not turn to the right or the left; Remove your foot from evil.

(2) Ephesians 5:15-17 (NKJV) - 15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but
as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be unwise,
but understand what the will of the Lord is.

3. By having a daily reading program of God's living and abiding Word - Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV)
12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.
a. Read the Old Testament this year - cf. Rom 15:4; 1Cor 10:11; 2Tim 3:14-17

(1) Romans 15:4 (NKJV) - 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our
learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.

(2) 1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) - 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples,
and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.

(3) 2 Timothy 3:14-17 (NKJV) - 14 But you must continue in the things which you have
learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that
from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.

b. Read the New Testament also - James 1:21; 1Peter 2:2
(1) James 1:21 (NKJV) - 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness,

and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
(2) 1 Peter 2:2 (NKJV) - 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may

grow thereby,
4. By being diligent in prayer - Hebrews 4:14-16 (NKJV) - 14 Seeing then that we have a great

High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,
but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
a. Let's be a thankful people - cf. Col 4:2; 1Thess 5:17-18

(1) Colossians 4:2 (NKJV) - 2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with
thanksgiving;

(2) 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 (NKJV) - 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

b. Perhaps Daniel's custom of praying three times daily would be worthy of emulation - Dan
6:10
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(1) Daniel 6:10 (NKJV) - 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went
home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down
on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his
custom since early days.

5. I AM RESOLVED to be grateful to God for His love, mercy & grace!! — John 3:16; Eph
2:1-9; Rom. 5:8-10; 1 Jn 4:9,10
a. John 3:16 (NKJV) - 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
(1) Ephesians 2:1-9 (NKJV) - 1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and

sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3
among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the
others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved
us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding
riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works,
lest anyone should boast.

(2) Romans 5:8-10 (NKJV) - 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified
by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were
enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

(3) 1 John 4:9 (NKJV) - 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has
sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.
(a) 1 John 4:10 (NKJV) - 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us

and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
b. Gratitude will motivate us to loyal and faithful service — 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Gal 2:20; Rom

12:1-2
(1) 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NKJV) - 14 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge

thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live
should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.

(2) Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) - 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live,
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

(3) Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV) - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God.

c. God will reward the FAITHFUL — 1 Cor. 15:58
(1) 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) - 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord.

B. RESOLVE TO BECOME CLOSER TO THE BRETHREN... Psalm 101:2b (NKJV) - 2 .....I will
walk within my house with a perfect heart.
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1. This brethren starts within the home - “as the home goes so goes the nation!”
a. I AM RESOLVED to be the godly father; husband /  mother; wife / son / daughter, God

wants me to be! — Deut 6:7; Josh 24:15; Eph 5:22-6:4; Col 3:18-21; 1 Pet 3:1-7
(1) Deuteronomy 6:7 (NKJV) - 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall

talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down,
and when you rise up.

(2) Joshua 24:15 (NKJV) - 15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that
were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

(3) Ephesians 5:22-6:4 (NKJV) - 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the
Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives
be to their own husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also
loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her
with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy
and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies;
he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of
His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a
great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let each one
of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects
her husband. 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your
father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well
with you and you may live long on the earth.” 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your
children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.

(4) Colossians 3:18-21 (NKJV) - 18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the
Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey
your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke
your children, lest they become discouraged.

(5) 1 Peter 3:1-7 (NKJV) - 1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that
even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of
their wives, 2 when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 3 Do not let
your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine
apparel— 4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty
of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this
manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned themselves,
being submissive to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord,
whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror. 7 Husbands,
likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker
vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be
hindered.

b. I AM RESOLVED to be godly EVEN IN SECRET! — Gen. 20:6; (David’s plea) Ps 19:12;
(Hezekiah) 2 Chro 31:20,21; Acts 24:16
(1) Genesis 20:6 (NKJV) - 6 And God said to him in a dream, “Yes, I know that you did this

in the integrity of your heart. For I also withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore
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I did not let you touch her.
(2) Psalm 19:12 (NKJV) - 12 Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults.
(3) 2 Chronicles 31:20 (NKJV) - 20 Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and he did

what was good and right and true before the Lord his God.
(a) 2 Chronicles 31:21 (NKJV) - 21 And in every work that he began in the service of

the house of God, in the law and in the commandment, to seek his God, he did it with
all his heart. So he prospered.

(4) Acts 24:16 (NKJV) - 16 This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience
without offense toward God and men.

2. Not To Be A Stumbling Block before my brethren - or to my Own feet - Psalm 101:3 (NKJV)
3 I will set nothing wicked before my eyes; I hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not
cling to me.
a. I AM RESOLVED to NEVER flirt with temptation — Job 31:1; Psalm 119:37; Pr. 6:25;

23:31–35;   Mat. 5:28-30; etc.
(1) Job 31:1 (NKJV) - 1 “I have made a covenant with my eyes; Why then should I look

upon a young woman?
(2) Psalm 119:37 (NKJV) - 37 Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, And

revive me in Your way.
(3) Proverbs 6:25 (NKJV) - 25 Do not lust after her beauty in your heart, Nor let her allure

you with her eyelids.
(4) Proverbs 23:31-35 (NKJV) - 31 Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it

sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around smoothly; 32 At the last it bites like a serpent,
And stings like a viper. 33 Your eyes will see strange things, And your heart will utter
perverse things. 34 Yes, you will be like one who lies down in the midst of the sea, Or
like one who lies at the top of the mast, saying: 35 “They have struck me, but I was not
hurt; They have beaten me, but I did not feel it. When shall I awake, that I may seek
another drink?”

(5) Matthew 5:28-30 (NKJV) - 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust
for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes
you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of
your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right
hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that
one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.

b. I AM RESOLVED to "hate the work of those who fall away;” to hate sin - all sin - Psalm
97:10
(1) Psalm 97:10 (NKJV) - 10 You who love the Lord, hate evil! He preserves the souls of

His saints; He delivers them out of the hand of the wicked.
c. I AM RESOLVED to NEVER condone, or facilitate sin - "A perverse heart shall depart from

me; I will not know wickedness.” vs. 4— Eph 5:3-14 
(1) Ephesians 5:3-14 (NKJV) - 3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let

it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish
talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this
you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty
words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8 For you were once darkness,
but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit
is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the
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Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose
them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in
secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever
makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: “Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the
dead, And Christ will give you light.”

d. I AM RESOLVED to NEVER listen to the slander and gossip of the wicked - “Whoever
secretly slanders his neighbor, Him I will destroy;” vs. 5; Prov 26:20-22;
(1) Proverbs 26:20-22 (NKJV) - 20 Where there is no wood, the fire goes out; And where

there is no talebearer, strife ceases. 21 As charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire,
So is a contentious man to kindle strife. 22 The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles,
And they go down into the inmost body.

e. I AM RESOLVED to LOVE my brother - to seek justice for the upright — to defend the
helpless, … — and NEVER be a stumbling block — Ex. 20:16; Prov 20:19; Rom 14:12,
15, 20;   1 Cor. 8:9-13;
(1) Exodus 20:16 (NKJV) - 16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

(a) Proverbs 20:19 (NKJV) - 19 He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets;
Therefore do not associate with one who flatters with his lips.

(b) Romans 14:12 (NKJV) - 12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.
(c) Romans 14:15 (NKJV) - 15 Yet if your brother is grieved because of your food, you

are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy with your food the one for whom
Christ died.

(d) Romans 14:20 (NKJV) - 20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All
things indeed are pure, but it is evil for the man who eats with offense.

(e) 1 Corinthians 8:9-13 (NKJV) - 9 But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours
become a stumbling block to those who are weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who
have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of him who is
weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols? 11 And because of your
knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 12 But when you
thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against
Christ. 13 Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat,
lest I make my brother stumble.

(2) By making it a point to learn every one's name - cf. 3 John 14 (NKJV) - 14 but I hope
to see you shortly, and we shall speak face to face. Peace to you. Our friends greet you.
Greet the friends by name. - Get a directory

(3) Each week, connect a couple of names and faces until you learn them all
(4) By having a different person or family in your home each month - cf. 1 Peter 4:9 (NKJV)

9 Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.
(a) It doesn't have to be a fancy dinner
(b) Just a simple visit to become better acquainted
(c) Or by visiting a different person or family each month

C. RESOLVE TO GET TO KNOW NON-CHRISTIANS BETTER...
1. By having one new neighbor or co-worker in your home each month - cf. Galatians 6:10 (NKJV)

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.

1

2. Or by visiting one new neighbor or co-worker each month

1
  The New King James Version. 1982. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

Page 9 of  10



a. It doesn't have to be a fancy meal or formal visit
b. It is amazing how far simple hospitality and neighborly kindness can go...

(1) To build meaningful relationships
(2) In which opportunities can be created to share the gospel

IV. CONCLUSION
A. These resolutions may sound simplistic; but if implemented, they go a long way...

1. To producing the kind of lifestyle that is becoming of Christians
2. To increasing closer relationships with God, our brethren, and the lost

a. That will bless our lives
b. And be a blessing to the church and our community
c. To create a clearer conscience next year at this time

B. Time is a precious commodity, given to us by God...
1. That is truly like a vapor - cf. Jm 4:13-15
2. That needs to be carefully redeemed - cf. Ep 5:15-16

a. I hope that these suggestions for resolutions for a new year will help you in making better use
of it!

C. Finally, let me share with you the following poem... "A New Year, A New Beginning"
1.    The old year ends, a new begins, With pages clean and new;  And what is written on each page

will now depend on you.
2. You can't relive the year that's past, Erasing every wrong; For once a year - or day - is spent, It

is forever gone.
3. But don't give up in dark despair If you have failed some test; Seek God's forgiveness and resolve

Henceforth to do your best.
4. Resolve each precious day to do Things good and kind and pure; Though days and years may

pass away, These things shall still endure.
5. You know not where your path may lead  Nor what's beyond the hill; But know that God walks

at your side, If you will do His will.
6. All things are possible with God,  Though days be bright or dim; So do your best and know that

you Can leave the rest to Him. - Author Unknown
D. If you are not a Christian, or you are a child of God who has strayed from the Lord, you need to make

the best use of the time you have now...
1. "We then, as workers together with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in

vain.  For He says: `In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have
helped you.' Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation." -  (2Co
6:1-2)
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