
ASK NOT WHAT---- Looking At What We Can Do, Not What Others Can Do!
Intro:

A. "Ask not what your country can do for you. Ask what you can do for your country." - John F.
Kennedy Inaugural speech - January 20, 1961

B. NOT - BUT - construction . . . John 6:27; Matt. 6:19,20; 1 Pet 3:3,4
1. John 6:27 - 27 "Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to

everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on
Him."

2. Matthew 6:19-20 - 19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal;20 "but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.

3. 1 Peter 3:3-4 - 3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward-arranging the hair, wearing gold,
or putting on fine apparel-4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.

C. We should be aware of - receptive of - and grateful for the many blessings various relationships
provide us!
1. But it is MORE blessed to give than to receive! - Acts 20:35

a. Acts 20:35 - 35 "I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support
the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give
than to receive.' "

b. Matthew 16:24-25 (NKJV) - 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 25 For whoever desires
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.

c. Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) - 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave Himself for me.

d. 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (NKJV) - 4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love
does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is
not provoked, thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7 bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails.

e. Philippians 2:1-4 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being
like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better
than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others.

II. Ask Not . . . Regarding God - "What can God do for "ME?"
A. God, to many, is like a Santa Claus or genie in a bottle or lamp ---- rub it and poof!

1. God is many people's ultimate emergency plan.
2. Many ONLY think of God when they are in need of something from Him.

B. Rather we must ASK - "What Can I Do For God?"
1. Because of who God is (Creator and Holy) - Acts 17:24-31

a. Acts 17:24-31 - 24 "God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.25 "Nor is He worshiped with
men's hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all
things.26 "And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of
the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,
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27 "so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find
Him, though He is not far from each one of us;28 "for in Him we live and move and have our
being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring.'29
"Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature
is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man's devising.30 "Truly, these
times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,31
"because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the
Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the
dead."

2. Because of what God has done - John 3:16; Rom 5:8, 1 Jn 4:9,10,19
a. John 3:16 - 16 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
b. Romans 5:8 - 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still

sinners, Christ died for us.
c. 1 John 4:9,10 - 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His

only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.10 In this is love, not that
we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
(1) vrs 19 - We love Him because He first loved us.

3. Because of who I am and what I have done (creation and sinner) - Psalm. 8:4; Rom 3:23
a. Psalm 8:4 - 4 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit

him?
b. Romans 3:23 - 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

4. Because of what God requires - Eccl. 12:13; John 4:24; 8:24; 14:21; Rom. 12:1-3
a. Ecclesiastes 12:13 - 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep

His commandments, For this is man's all.
b. John 4:24 - 24 "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
c. John 8:24 - 24 "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not

believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."
d. John 14:21 - 21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.

And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself
to him."

e. Romans 12:1-3 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.2
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 3 For I say,
through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure
of faith.

5. Because of what God will do - Eccl. 12:14; 2 Cor 5:10
a. Ecclesiastes 12:14 - 14 For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret

thing, Whether good or evil.
b. 2 Corinthians 5:10 - 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each

one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good
or bad.

III. Ask Not...Regarding the Gospel - "What Can The Gospel Do For Me?"
A. The Gospel brings us the message of peace we can have with God and the spiritual blessings we can

have in Christ - Rom. 10:15; Eph 3:6
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a. Romans 10:15 - 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How
beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of
good things!"

b. Ephesians 3:6 - 6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers
of His promise in Christ through the gospel,

2. The POWER of God unto salvation! - Rom.  1:16; 1 Cor 4:15
a. Romans 1:16 - 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God

to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
b. 1 Corinthians 4:15 - 15 For though you might have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet

you do not have many fathers; for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through the gospel.
3. Many abuse the gospel as a means of gain - 1 Tim 6:5; 2 Pet 2:3

a. 1 Timothy 6:5 - 5 useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who
suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself.

b. 2 Peter 2:3 - 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time
their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.

4. With all blessings come great responsibility - Psa. 8:4; Rom 3:23
a. Psalm 8:4 - 4 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit

him?
b. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) - 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

B. BUT Rather - Ask - "What Can I Do For The Gospel?"
1. Believe & obey it!  - Mark 16:16

a. Mark 16:16 - 16 "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned.

2. Preach it - Mark 16:15; Acts 8:4; 1 Cor 9:16; Eph 6:19
a. Mark 16:15 (NKJV) - 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel

to every creature.
b. 1 Corinthians 9:16 (NKJV) - 16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for

necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!
c. Ephesians 6:19 (NKJV) - 19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open

my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel,
d. Acts 8:4 - 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

3. NOT hinder it - Luke 11:52; 1 Cor 9:12; Phil 1:27
a.  Luke 11:52 (NKJV) - 52 “Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of

knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves, and those who were entering in you hindered.”
b. 1 Corinthians 9:12 (NKJV) - 12 If others are partakers of this right over you, are we not

even more? Nevertheless we have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder the
gospel of Christ.

c. Philippians 1:27 - 27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in
one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,

4. Preserve its purity - Gal 1:6-9
a. Galatians 1:6-9 - 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in

the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,7 which is not another; but there are some who
trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.8 But even if we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be
accursed.9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel
to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

5. Must defend it - Phil 1:17; Jude 1:3; 1 Thess. 2:2
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a. Philippians 1:17 - 17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense
of the gospel.

b. Jude 3 - 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints.

c. 1 Thessalonians 2:2 - 2 But even after we had suffered before and were spitefully treated
at Philippi, as you know, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of God in much
conflict.

6. Suffer for it - 2 Tim 1:8; Philemon 1:13
a. 2 Timothy 1:8 - 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His

prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God,
b. Philemon 13 - 13 whom I wished to keep with me, that on your behalf he might minister to

me in my chains for the gospel.

IV. Ask Not...Regarding the Church - "What Can The Church Do For Me?"
A. To provide edification, support, encouragement, discipline, - Eph 4:11-15; Heb 10:24; 2 Thes 3:6-

15
1. Ephesians 4:11-16 - 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some

evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ;14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting,15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head-Christ-16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth
of the body for the edifying of itself in love.
a. Hebrews 10:24 - 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,
b. 2 Thessalonians 3:15 - 15 Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a

brother.
2. Many however expect the church to provide:

a. Entertainment -
b. Recreation -
c. Child care -
d. Relief for social ills -
e. The Constant attention to ME and my needs....

B. BUT Rather - Ask "What Can I Do For The Church?"
1. Give what you can give - 1 Cor 16:1,2

a. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders
to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also:2 On the first day of the week let each one
of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when
I come.

2. Provide what you can supply, - (praying, leading, teaching, serving, etc.) - Eph 4:16; 1 Cor
12:14-27; Rom 12:4-8
a. Ephesians 4:16 - 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint

supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

3. Let your light shine - Matt 5:13-16; Phil 2:15-16
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a. Matthew 5:13-16 - 13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall
it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by
men.14 "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.15 "Nor
do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all
who are in the house.16 "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

4. Not hindering by murmuring, complaining, gossiping and ungodly living - Phil 2:17; 1 Tim 6:1;
Tit 6:1
a. Philippians 2:17 - 17 Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice

and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.
b. 1 Timothy 6:1 - Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters

worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed.
c. Titus 3:1 - Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every

good work,

V. Conclusion:
A. Ask Not . . .

1. What God can do for you - but what you can do for God
2. What the gospel can do for you - but what you can do for the gospel -
3. What the church can do for you - but what you can do for the church
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