
For this is your Wisdom and Understanding (Application) - Deut 4:1-10. ---- Part Two

Introduction:
A. Proverbs 9:10 — "“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the

Holy One is understanding." (NKJV) 
B. Deuteronomy 4:1-10 ---- Note just the key highlights from last weeks lesson.
C. The Need For this Wisdom is displayed in Proverbs 2:4-22 (NKJV)

1. To Understand The Fear of The LORD – vrs 4-5 ----  4 If you seek her as silver, And search for
her as for hidden treasures; 5 Then you will understand the fear of the Lord, And find the
knowledge of God. 

2. To Possess Knowledge of God – vrs 5,6 ---- -6 For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth
come knowledge and understanding; 

3. Protection – vrs 7 ---- -7 He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield to those who
walk uprightly; 

4. Preservation – vrs 8-11 ---- -8 He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of His
saints. 9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice, Equity and every good path. 10
When wisdom enters your heart, And knowledge is pleasant to your soul, 11 Discretion will
preserve you; Understanding will keep you, 

5. Deliverance – vrs 12-22 ---- -12 To deliver you from the way of evil, From the man who speaks
perverse things, 13 From those who leave the paths of uprightness To walk in the ways of
darkness; 14 Who rejoice in doing evil, And delight in the perversity of the wicked; 15 Whose
ways are crooked, And who are devious in their paths; 16 To deliver you from the immoral
woman, From the seductress who flatters with her words, 17 Who forsakes the companion of her
youth, And forgets the covenant of her God. 18 For her house leads down to death, And her paths
to the dead; 19 None who go to her return, Nor do they regain the paths of life— 20 So you may
walk in the way of goodness, And keep to the paths of righteousness. 21 For the upright will
dwell in the land, And the blameless will remain in it; 22 But the wicked will be cut off from the
earth, And the unfaithful will be uprooted from it.

D. The Character of Wisdom is found in Proverbs 3:1-12 (NKJV)---- and includes:
1. Loyalty – vrs 3:1,2 ----  1 My son, do not forget my law, But let your heart keep my commands;

2 For length of days and long life And peace they will add to you. 
2. Love & Integrity –  Prov. 3:3,4 ---- -3 Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around

your neck, Write them on the tablet of your heart, 4 And so find favor and high esteem In the
sight of God and man. 

3. Faith – Prov. 3:5,6 ---- -5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own
understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 

4. Humility – Prov. 3:7,8  ---- -7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from
evil. 8 It will be health to your flesh, And strength to your bones. 

5. Selflessness – Prov. 3:9,10 ---- -9 Honor the Lord with your possessions, And with the firstfruits
of all your increase; 10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with
new wine. 

6. Meekness – Prov. 3:11,12 ----  11 My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor detest
His correction; 12 For whom the Lord loves He corrects, Just as a father the son in whom he
delights. 

E. Wisdom produces Fruit in Us - Proverbs 3:13-18 (NKJV)---- displayed in: 
1. Happiness – 3:13 ----  13 Happy is the man who finds wisdom, And the man who gains

understanding; 
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2. True Wealth –  Prov. 3:14,15 ---- -14 For her proceeds are better than the profits of silver, And
her gain than fine gold. 15 She is more precious than rubies, And all the things you may desire
cannot compare with her. 

3. Length of Days – Prov. 3:16 ---- -16 Length of days is in her right hand, In her left hand riches
and honor. 

4. Pleasantness – Prov. 3:17  -----17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are
peace.   

5. Peace – Prov. 3:17 ---- -17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are peace. 
6. Life – Prov. 3:18 ---- -18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, And happy are all

who retain her. 
a. Provers 3:21-26 ---- 21 My son, let them not depart from your eyes-- Keep sound wisdom and

discretion;  22 So they will be life to your soul And grace to your neck.  23 Then you will walk
safely in your way, And your foot will not stumble.  24 When you lie down, you will not be
afraid; Yes, you will lie down and your sleep will be sweet.  25 Do not be afraid of sudden
terror, Nor of trouble from the wicked when it comes;  26 For the LORD will be your
confidence, And will keep your foot from being caught. 

7. Seeks Knowledge & Understanding - Prov 1:5; 8:33 
a. Proverbs 1:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 A wise man will hear and increase learning, And a man of

understanding will attain wise counsel,
b. Proverbs 8:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 Hear instruction and be wise, And do not disdain it.

8. Learns From Others – Prov. 6:6; 12:15; 13:1,20; Lk 2:46
a. Proverbs 6:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise,
b. Proverbs 12:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds

counsel is wise.
c. Proverbs 13:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 A wise son heeds his father’s instruction, But a scoffer does not

listen to rebuke.
d. Proverbs 13:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion

of fools will be destroyed.
e. Luke 2:46 (NKJV) ---- 46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple,

sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions.
9. Receives Rebuke – Prov. 9:8,9

a. Proverbs 9:8-9 (NKJV) ---- 8 Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a wise man,
and he will love you. 9 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just
man, and he will increase in learning.

10. Prepares Ahead – Prov. 10:5
a. Proverbs 10:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 He who gathers in summer is a wise son; He who sleeps in

harvest is a son who causes shame.
11. Receives Instruction – Prov. 10:8; Psa. 119:34

a. Proverbs 10:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 The wise in heart will receive commands, But a prating fool will
fall.

b. Psalm 119:34 (NKJV) ---- 34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; Indeed, I
shall observe it with my whole heart.

12. Cautious in Speech – Prov. 10:19; 15:2
a. Proverbs 10:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who

restrains his lips is wise.
b. Proverbs 15:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, But the mouth

of fools pours forth foolishness.
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13. Says & Does Things Beneficial – Prov. 12:18; 13:14; 14:3
a. Proverbs 12:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, But the

tongue of the wise promotes health.
b. Proverbs 13:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 The law of the wise is a fountain of life, To turn one away

from the snares of death.
c. Proverbs 14:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 In the mouth of a fool is a rod of pride, But the lips of the wise

will preserve them.
14. Departs From Evil – Prov. 14:16; 22:3

a. Proverbs 14:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 A wise man fears and departs from evil, But a fool rages and
is self-confident.

b. Proverbs 22:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, But the simple
pass on and are punished.

15. Seeks To Win Souls – Prov. 11:30
a. Proverbs 11:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins

souls is wise.

II. Applying This Wisdom - Wisdom is like a fence around that which is wrong – To cross the fence is
to enter into an area of danger - we have all seen this at waterfalls - dangerous places in state parks etc..
A. Proverbs 27:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself; The simple pass

on and are punished. 
B. When we are faced with temptation:

1. The Wise Take Preventative Measures –2 Pet. 3:17,18; Job 31:1
a. 2 Peter 3:17-18 (NKJV) ---- 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand,

beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the
wicked; 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him
be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

b. Job 31:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 “I have made a covenant with my eyes; Why then should I look upon
a young woman?

2. The Wise Distance Themselves & are careful - Eph. 5:1-16 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore be imitators
of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 3 But fornication and all
uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.
5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater,
has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty
words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7
Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light
in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness,
righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful
even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed
are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says:
“Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light.” 15 See then that
you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are
evil.

3. The Wise Watch -Matt. 25:2; 26:41; 
a. Matthew 25:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.
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b. Matthew 26:41 (NKJV) ---- 41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

4. The Wise Choose Godly Friends – 1 Cor. 15:33; 5:6
a. 1 Corinthians 15:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”
b. 1 Corinthians 5:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little

leaven leavens the whole lump?
5. The Wise Escape - 1 Cor. 10:13; (NKJV) ---- 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such

as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear
it.

C. When it comes to discernment...
1. “Be not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is – Eph. 5:17; Col. 1:9

a. Colossians 1:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease
to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom
and spiritual understanding;

2. The wise grow & apply what they learn – Heb. 5:12-14 (NKJV) ---- 12 For though by this time
you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles
of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only
of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to
those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil.

3. Weighs all the evidence – Prov 18:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 He who answers a matter before he hears
it, It is folly and shame to him.

4. Prevents extremes – Eccl. 7:16-18 (NKJV) ---- 16 Do not be overly righteous, Nor be overly
wise: Why should you destroy yourself? 17 Do not be overly wicked, Nor be foolish: Why should
you die before your time? 18 It is good that you grasp this, And also not remove your hand from
the other; For he who fears God will escape them all.

D. When it comes to trials and tribulations in our lives:
1. Build our lives upon the doctrine of Christ –  Matt. 7:21-27 (NKJV) ---- 21 “Not everyone who

says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then
I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 24
“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man
who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who
hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house
on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

2. Must ask in faith – (Seek knowledge, faith & patience) –James 1:1-12
3. Knowing & trusting that God is on our side – Romans 8:28-39; Heb 13:5,6

a. Romans 8:28-39 (NKJV) ---- 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the
firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called;
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did
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not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34
Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at
the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril,
or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities
nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

b. Hebrews 13:5-6 (NKJV) ---- 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such
things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we
may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”

E. When it comes to relationships with our loved ones:
1. Follow Scripture– Col. 3:18-4:1; Eph. 5:22-6:9; 1 Pet 2:13-3:12 

a. Colossians 3:18-4:1 (NKJV) ---- 18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the
Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey your
parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your
children, lest they become discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters
according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing
God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that
from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25
But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality. 1
Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in
heaven.

b. Ephesians 5:22-6:9 (NKJV) ---- 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23
For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior
of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by
the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle
or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to
love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one
ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30
For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32
This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let each
one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects
her husband. 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father
and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well with you
and you may live long on the earth.” 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath,
but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 5 Bondservants, be obedient to
those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart,
as to Christ; 6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the
will of God from the heart, 7 with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8
knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he
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is a slave or free. 9 And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening,
knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.

2. Godly Attitudes – Phil. 2:1-5; Col. 3:12-17; 
a. Philippians 2:1-5 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort

of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-
minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

b. Colossians 3:12-17 (NKJV) ---- 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and
forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you,
so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and
be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

3. Tact – (Abigail & Nabal) – 1 Sam. 25:2-39; Col. 4:6
a. 1 Samuel 25:2-39 (NKJV) ---- 2 Now there was a man in Maon whose business was in Carmel,

and the man was very rich. He had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. And he was
shearing his sheep in Carmel. 3 The name of the man was Nabal, and the name of his wife
Abigail. And she was a woman of good understanding and beautiful appearance; but the man
was harsh and evil in his doings. He was of the house of Caleb. 4 When David heard in the
wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep, 5 David sent ten young men; and David said to
the young men, “Go up to Carmel, go to Nabal, and greet him in my name. 6 And thus you
shall say to him who lives in prosperity: ‘Peace be to you, peace to your house, and peace to
all that you have! 7 Now I have heard that you have shearers. Your shepherds were with us, and
we did not hurt them, nor was there anything missing from them all the while they were in
Carmel. 8 Ask your young men, and they will tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor
in your eyes, for we come on a feast day. Please give whatever comes to your hand to your
servants and to your son David.’ ” 9 So when David’s young men came, they spoke to Nabal
according to all these words in the name of David, and waited. 10 Then Nabal answered
David’s servants, and said, “Who is David, and who is the son of Jesse? There are many
servants nowadays who break away each one from his master. 11 Shall I then take my bread
and my water and my meat that I have killed for my shearers, and give it to men when I do not
know where they are from?” 12 So David’s young men turned on their heels and went back;
and they came and told him all these words. 13 Then David said to his men, “Every man gird
on his sword.” So every man girded on his sword, and David also girded on his sword. And
about four hundred men went with David, and two hundred stayed with the supplies. 14 Now
one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, saying, “Look, David sent messengers from
the wilderness to greet our master; and he reviled them. 15 But the men were very good to us,
and we were not hurt, nor did we miss anything as long as we accompanied them, when we
were in the fields. 16 They were a wall to us both by night and day, all the time we were with
them keeping the sheep. 17 Now therefore, know and consider what you will do, for harm is
determined against our master and against all his household. For he is such a scoundrel that one
cannot speak to him.” 18 Then Abigail made haste and took two hundred loaves of bread, two
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skins of wine, five sheep already dressed, five seahs of roasted grain, one hundred clusters of
raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, and loaded them on donkeys. 19 And she said to her
servants, “Go on before me; see, I am coming after you.” But she did not tell her husband
Nabal. 20 So it was, as she rode on the donkey, that she went down under cover of the hill; and
there were David and his men, coming down toward her, and she met them. 21 Now David had
said, “Surely in vain I have protected all that this fellow has in the wilderness, so that nothing
was missed of all that belongs to him. And he has repaid me evil for good. 22 May God do so,
and more also, to the enemies of David, if I leave one male of all who belong to him by
morning light.” 23 Now when Abigail saw David, she dismounted quickly from the donkey,
fell on her face before David, and bowed down to the ground. 24 So she fell at his feet and said:
“On me, my lord, on me let this iniquity be! And please let your maidservant speak in your
ears, and hear the words of your maidservant. 25 Please, let not my lord regard this scoundrel
Nabal. For as his name is, so is he: Nabal is his name, and folly is with him! But I, your
maidservant, did not see the young men of my lord whom you sent. 26 Now therefore, my lord,
as the Lord lives and as your soul lives, since the Lord has held you back from coming to
bloodshed and from avenging yourself with your own hand, now then, let your enemies and
those who seek harm for my lord be as Nabal. 27 And now this present which your maidservant
has brought to my lord, let it be given to the young men who follow my lord. 28 Please forgive
the trespass of your maidservant. For the Lord will certainly make for my lord an enduring
house, because my lord fights the battles of the Lord, and evil is not found in you throughout
your days. 29 Yet a man has risen to pursue you and seek your life, but the life of my lord shall
be bound in the bundle of the living with the Lord your God; and the lives of your enemies He
shall sling out, as from the pocket of a sling. 30 And it shall come to pass, when the Lord has
done for my lord according to all the good that He has spoken concerning you, and has
appointed you ruler over Israel, 31 that this will be no grief to you, nor offense of heart to my
lord, either that you have shed blood without cause, or that my lord has avenged himself. But
when the Lord has dealt well with my lord, then remember your maidservant.” 32 Then David
said to Abigail: “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me! 33 And
blessed is your advice and blessed are you, because you have kept me this day from coming to
bloodshed and from avenging myself with my own hand. 34 For indeed, as the Lord God of
Israel lives, who has kept me back from hurting you, unless you had hurried and come to meet
me, surely by morning light no males would have been left to Nabal!” 35 So David received
from her hand what she had brought him, and said to her, “Go up in peace to your house. See,
I have heeded your voice and respected your person.” 36 Now Abigail went to Nabal, and there
he was, holding a feast in his house, like the feast of a king. And Nabal’s heart was merry
within him, for he was very drunk; therefore she told him nothing, little or much, until morning
light. 37 So it was, in the morning, when the wine had gone from Nabal, and his wife had told
him these things, that his heart died within him, and he became like a stone. 38 Then it
happened, after about ten days, that the Lord struck Nabal, and he died. 39 So when David
heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Blessed be the Lord, who has pleaded the cause of my
reproach from the hand of Nabal, and has kept His servant from evil! For the Lord has returned
the wickedness of Nabal on his own head.” And David sent and proposed to Abigail, to take
her as his wife.

b. Colossians 4:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that
you may know how you ought to answer each one.

4. When it comes to Congregational Problems – James 3:13-4:12
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III. There are but two kinds of Wisdom and two very different fruits according to James 3:13-4:12
(NKJV) ---- 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his
works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your
hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is
earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are
there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness
is sown in peace by those who make peace. 1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do
they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have.
You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not
ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4
Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you
think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously”? 6 But He gives
more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 7 Therefore
submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and
mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 11 Do not speak evil of one another,
brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the
law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is one Lawgiver, who
is able to save and to destroy. Who are you to judge another?
A. Wisdom that is earthly, sensual, demonic

1. Condition and action of one who has this is - envy, self-seeking, confusion, 
2. The fruit is EVERY EVIL THING

B. Where as - Wisdom That Is From Above 
1. The condition and action of one who has this is - pure, peaceable, gentle, willing to yield,

merciful, good fruits, impartiality, not hypocritical
2. And the fruit is - PEACE

C. Why do we wind up in trouble?
1. We fail to LOOK down the road of consequences!!
2. People do NOT plan to mess up their lives – they simply fail to apply wisdom, i.e. – they fail to

take the steps of safety!! 
3. Because we fail to “hear” and “observe” God’s word -
4. Because we know of the possible consequences – but we believe that we are EXEMPT!! 
5. Because of PRIDE & Selfishness

IV. Conclusion: How will you Respond to Wisdom and Understanding?
A. Every decision we make impacts our lives in some way!

1. Friends – Places you go – Drugs, alcohol – Sex – Education – Career - Marriage – Religion-
B. ONE UNWISE decision could negatively impact your future - FOREVER!!
C. ONE WISE decision could positively impact your future - FOREVER!!

1. Are you WISE or are you foolish?
a. Your response to God’s word will indicate the truth – Prov. 2,3; Eccl 12:13; Matt 7:21-27;

Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 8:19-24; 1 John 1:9!!
(1) Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 (NKJV) ---- 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear

God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all. 14 For God will bring every work
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into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.
(2) Matthew 7:21-27 (NKJV) ---- 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter

the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say
to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 24 “Therefore whoever
hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his
house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat
on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears
these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house
on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

(3) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

(4) 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1

2. Turn from sin – 
3. Turn to Jesus Christ who died so that you could be forgiven of your sins!
4. Obey Him TODAY!!!!

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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