
WHY DOES ERROR SURVIVE TODAY - IN LIGHT OF TRUTH?

Introduction:
A. In the wake of last weeks lesson on “5 truths that People Don’t want to think about” - I want to

examine this subject of why does error survive in light of truth? 
1. 2 Timothy 3:1-9 (NKJV) ---- 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:  2

For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient
to parents, unthankful, unholy,  3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal,
despisers of good,  4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6 For of
this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down
with sins, led away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge
of the truth.  8 Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men
of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith;  9 but they will progress no further, for their
folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was.

B. A Great website to visit -  Steve Rudd’s Website - http://www.bible.ca/false.htm

II. Why Do So Many Resist The Truth?
A. Appeals to the carnal mind . . .

1. Romans 8:7 (NKJV)  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the
law of God, nor indeed can be. 

2. The health & wealth doctrine . . .
3. Jehovah Witnesses doctrine of heaven on earth . . .
4. Denominationalism - 1 Cor. 3:3-4 (NKJV)   for you are still carnal. For where there are envy,

strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? [4] For when one
says, "I am of Paul," and another, "I am of Apollos," are you not carnal? 

B. Appeals to the desires of the flesh . . .
1. 2 Tim. 3:1-5 (NKJV)   But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: [2] For men

will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, [3] unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal,
despisers of good, [4] traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
[5] having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 

C. Permits immorality
D. Permits laziness & indifference
E. Appeals to pride . . .

1. 1 Tim. 6:4 (NKJV)  he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments
over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 

2. “God has given me special insight”
3. Desire to be with the popular group . . .

F. Appeals to human wisdom . . .
1. Col. 2:8,18 (NKJV)   Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit,

according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not
according to Christ. . . . [18]  Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility
and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his
fleshly mind,  

2. Romans 1:21-22 (NKJV)   because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God,
nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
[22] Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
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3. 1 Cor. 3:19 (NKJV)   For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, "He
catches the wise in their own craftiness"; 

G. Appeals to the emotions . . .
1. Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV)  There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of

death.
H. Appeals to the lazy & ignorant

1. 2 Tim 2:15 . . . Acts 17:11,12

III. Reasons I believe Error Survives Today Even in the Wake of TRUTH:
A. Truth Is Not Desired

1. Isaiah 30:10-11 (NKJV) ---- 10 Who say to the seers, "Do not see," And to the prophets, "Do
not prophesy to us right things; Speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits. 11 Get out of the
way, Turn aside from the path, Cause the Holy One of Israel To cease from before us." 

2. Jeremiah 5:30-31 (NKJV) ---- 30 "An astonishing and horrible thing Has been committed in the
land: 31 The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule by their own power; And My people
love to have it so. But what will you do in the end? 

3. Truth Is Demanding
a. Exposes sin - Jn 3:19-20  ---- 19 “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into

the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.20 “For
everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should
be exposed.

b. Reveals the condition of loved ones - Matthew 10:34-39 ---- 34 “Do not think that I came
to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword.35 “For I have come to
‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law’;36 “and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’37 “He who
loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter
more than Me is not worthy of Me.38 “And he who does not take his cross and follow after
Me is not worthy of Me.39 “He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My
sake will find it.

c. Demands that we be different from the majority – Ex 23:2; Matt. 7:13,14
(1) Exodus 23:2 ---- 2 “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a

dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.
(2) Matthew 7:13-14 ---- 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the

way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.14 “Because narrow is
the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

d. Most are looking for the easy way, the fun way, the popular way  – Psalm 14:1-4; 2 Tim.
4:2-4
(1) Psalm 14:1-4 ---- 1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.”  They are corrupt,

They have done abominable works, There is none who does good. 2 The LORD looks
down from heaven upon the children of men, To see if there are any who understand, who
seek God. 3 They have all turned aside, They have together become corrupt; There is
none who does good, No, not one. 4 Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, Who
eat up my people as they eat bread,  And do not call on the LORD? 

(2) 2 Timothy 4:2-4 ---- 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.3 For the time will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because
they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;4 and they will turn their
ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.
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B. Due To Dishonesty
1. Self-deception or an agenda - Heb 3:13 ----13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called

“Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
2. A lack of love for the truth – 2 Thess 2:10,11; Matt. 13:14,15

a. 2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 ---- 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish,
because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.11 And for this
reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie,

b. Matthew 13:14-15 ---- 14 “And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: 
‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and not perceive;
15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their
eyes they have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they
should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.’

3. Pride – can’t be wrong – 1 Tim 6:4 ---- 4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with
disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions,

C. Due To Dilution
1. The spirit of compromise – 2 Kings 17:41; 18:21; Rev 3:16; Matt. 6:24

a. 2 Kings 17:41 ---- 41 So these nations feared the LORD, yet served their carved images; also
their children and their children’s children have continued doing as their fathers did, even to
this day.

b. 2 Kings 18:21 ---- 21 “Now look! You are trusting in the staff of this broken reed, Egypt,
on which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to
all who trust in him.

c. Revelation 3:16 ---- 16 “So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will
vomit you out of My mouth.

d. Matthew 6:24 ---- 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.

2. Selective acceptance of scripture & Eisegesis – Psalm 119:160; Prov 30:5; Matt. 15:6-9; Deut
4:2; Rev 22:18
a. Psalm 119:160 ---- 160 The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your righteous

judgments endures forever.
b. Proverbs 30:5 ---- 5 Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust

in Him.
c. Matthew 15:6-9 ---- 6 ‘then he need not honor his father or mother.’ Thus you have made

the commandment of God of no effect by your tradition.7 “Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah
prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor
Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching
as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

d. Deuteronomy 4:2 ---- 2 “You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take
from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.

e. Revelation 22:18 ---- 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of
this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in
this book;

3. The selective rejection of context & other scripture –Rom. 2:17-24; Jam 2:8-11; Mat. 23:23;
2 Tim 3:16 
a. Romans 2:17-24 ----17 Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make your

boast in God,18 and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed
out of the law,19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those
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who are in darkness,20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of
knowledge and truth in the law.21 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach
yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal?22 You who say, “Do
not commit adultery,” do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?23
You who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?24 For
“the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” as it is written.

b. James 2:8-11 ---- 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well;9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and
are convicted by the law as transgressors.10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.11 For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also
said, “Do not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have
become a transgressor of the law.

c. Matthew 23:23 ---- 23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of
mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and
mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.

d. 2 Timothy 3:16 ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,

D. Due To Perversion
1. To defend error, one MUST pervert or twist scripture –  2 Peter 2:1-3; 3:16; Psalm 56:5; Gal

1:6-9; Acts 13:10; 1 Tim. 4:1-3
a. 2 Peter 2:1-3 ---- But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be

false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the
Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.2 And many will follow
their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.3 By
covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has
not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.

b. 2 Peter 3:16 ---- 16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are
some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own
destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.

c. Psalm 56:5 ---- 5 All day they twist my words; All their thoughts are against me for evil. 
d. Galatians 1:6-9 ---- 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you

in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,7 which is not another; but there are some who
trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.8 But even if we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be
accursed.9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel
to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

e. Acts 13:10 ---- 10 and said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy
of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord?

f. 1 Timothy 4:1-3 ---- Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from
the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,2 speaking lies in
hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,3 forbidding to marry, and
commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by
those who believe and know the truth.

2. Error contradicts both truth & error – BUT, truth never contradicts itself!
E. Misrepresentation

1. When arguments cannot be sustained in the face of truth – numerous ungodly characteristics are
usually manifested
a. Matthew 26:59 (NKJV) ---- 59 Now the chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought
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false testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, 
2. Redefine terms – 

a. Equivocation – Equivocation is classified as both a formal and informal logical fallacy. It is
the misleading use of a term with more than one meaning or sense (by glossing over which
meaning is intended at a particular time). It generally occurs with polysemic words. —
Wikipedia Online Encyclopedia

b. Straw Man Building –
c. Name Calling –
d. Personal Attacks –
e. False Accusations  -

IV. Conclusion:
A. For Error To Survive  There must be 

1. The Demand
2. Pride
3. Dishonesty
4. Dilution 
5. Perversion
6. Misrepresentation 

B. For Truth To Survive There must be
1. The Demand
2. Humility – 
3. Honesty
4. Inclusion  
5. Harmonizing 
6. True Representation

C. Failure On The Part of Those Who Have It
1. Ungodly living
2. Unprepared / Unable
3. Lack of concern
4. Laziness

D. Do we recognize the VALUE of the truth?
1. Proverbs 23:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Buy the truth, and do not sell it, Also wisdom and instruction

and understanding. 
E. Is The Truth What We Are Seeking?

1. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so. 
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