
Sing To Me Of Heaven! — Why Sing Of Heaven? Sept 8  2013th

Intro:
A. This morning, we need to have our eyes focused on the heavenly things and not on the physical,

so this mornings service is going to be a sermon in song as we sing about our true focus and that
is reaching Heaven.
1. Why Sing of Heaven?
2. What Is Heaven Like?
3. How Important Is Heaven To You?
4. Are you going to be there?

a. Keep Your Fork — There was a young woman who had been diagnosed with a terminal
illness and had been given three months to live. So as she was getting her things "in
order," she contacted her minister and had him come to her house to discuss certain
aspects of her final wishes. She told him which songs she wanted sung at the service,
what scriptures she would like read, and what outfit she wanted to be buried in.
Everything was in order and the minister was preparing to leave when the young woman
suddenly remembered something very important to her. "There's one more thing," she
said excitedly. "What's that?" came the preacher's reply.   "This is very important," the
young woman continued. "I want to be buried with a fork in my right hand." The minister
stood looking at the young woman, not knowing quite what to say. "That surprises you,
doesn't it?" the young woman asked.  "Well, to be honest, I'm puzzled by the request,"
said the preacher.  The young woman explained. "My grandmother once told me this
story, and from there on out, I have always done so. I have also, always tried to pass
along its message to those I love and those who are in need of encouragement.  'In all my
years of attending church socials and potluck dinners, I always remember that when the
dishes of the main course were being cleared, someone would inevitably lean over and
say, 'Keep your fork' It was my favorite part because I knew that something better was
coming, like velvety chocolate cake or deep-dish apple pie. Something wonderful, and
with substance!' So, I just want people to see me there in that casket with a fork in my
hand and I want them to wonder "What's with the fork?". Then I want you to tell them:
"Keep your fork ... the best is yet to come." The minister's eyes welled up with tears of
joy as he hugged the young woman good-bye.  He knew this would be one of the last
times he would see her before her death. But he also knew that the young woman had
a better grasp of heaven than he did. She had a better grasp of what heaven would be like
than many people twice her age, with twice as much experience and knowledge. She
KNEW that something better was coming.  At the funeral people were walking by the
young woman's casket and they saw the pretty dress she! Was wearing and the fork
placed in her right hand. Over and over, the minister heard the question "What's with the
fork?" And over and over he smiled. During his message, the preacher told the people
of the conversation he had with the young woman shortly before she died. He also told
them about the fork and about what it symbolized to her. He told the people how he
could not stop thinking about the fork and told them that they probably would not be
able to stop thinking about it either. He was right. So the next time you reach down for
your fork, let it remind you ever so gently, that the best is yet to come.  And keep your
fork! 
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b. Opening Prayer 

II. Why Sing Of Heaven?
A. Because heaven is a real place - (John 14:1-6)

1. John 14:1-6 ---- “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.2
“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you.3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.4 “And where I go you know,
and the way you know.”5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are
going, and how can we know the way?”6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

B. Because there are many difficulties in this life – (2 Cor. 4:7-5:8)
1. 2 Corinthians 4:7-15 ---- 7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence

of the power may be of God and not of us.8 We are hard pressed on every side, yet not
crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down,
but not destroyed—10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that
the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.11 For we who live are always delivered
to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.12
So then death is working in us, but life in you.13 And since we have the same spirit of faith,
according to what is written, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and
therefore speak,14 knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with
Jesus, and will present us with you.15 For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having
spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.

2. 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 ---- For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.2 For in this
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,3 if
indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked.4 For we who are in this tent
groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that
mortality may be swallowed up by life.5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is
God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.6 So we are always confident, knowing
that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord.7 For we walk by faith,
not by sight.8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to
be present with the Lord. 

C. The hope of heaven gives us a reason to persevere – (1 Pet. 1:3-9)
1. 1 Peter 1:3-9 ---- 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according

to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead,4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you,5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for
a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials,7 that the genuineness of
your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may
be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,8 whom having not seen
you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible
and full of glory,9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.

2. Songs: Here we are but straying Pilgrims - # 213
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III. What is Heaven Like?
A. A place of eternal life with God - (1 Pet 1:4; Titus 1:2)

1.  1 Peter 1:4 ---- 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you,

2. Titus 1:2 ---- 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time
began,

B. A place of eternal rest – (Rev 14:13)
1. Revelation 14:13 ---- 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed

are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ”  “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest
from their labors, and their works follow them.”

C. A place of eternal joy, peace & worship –  (Rev 21:1-22:5)
1. Songs: Never Grow Old - # 204
2. Where the Soul Never Dies - # 245
3. Home of the Soul - # 258
4. No Tears in Heaven - # 214

IV. Preparation and Partaking of the Lord’s Supper - “Until He Comes” 
A. Song: Nailed To The Cross - # 158

1. The Lord’s Supper provides for the Christian a reminder of the Hope that we have in Christ
Jesus our Lord and Saviour. 

2. Song: On Zion’s Summit - # 48

V. How Important is Heaven to You?
A. Worth living a pure life - (1 John 3:3; 1 Pet 1:13-21)

1.  1 John 3:3 ---- 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure.

2. 1 Peter 1:13-21 ---- 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your
hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;14 as
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;15 but
as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written,
“Be holy, for I am holy.”17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges
according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in
fear;18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from
your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,19 but with the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.20 He indeed was foreordained
before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you21 who
through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your
faith and hope are in God.

B. Worth persevering – (2 Cor. 4:7-5:8)
C. Worth boldness of speech - (2 Cor. 3:12; 1 Pet. 3:15)

1. 2 Corinthians 3:12 ---- 12 Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of
speech—

2. 1 Peter 3:15 ---- 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give
a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and
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fear;
3. Songs: We’ll work Till Jesus Comes # 396

VI. Conclusion: Are You Going to Be There?
A. Must be born again - (John 3:3-5; Tit. 3:4-7) 

1. John 3:3-5 ---- 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one
is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born?”5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

2. Titus 3:4-7 ---- 4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man
appeared,5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,6 whom
He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,7 that having been justified
by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

B. Must enter the narrow gate and travel the difficult way –  (Matthew 7:13,14)
1. Matthew 7:13-14 ---- 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the

way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.14 “Because narrow is the
gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

C. Must be steadfast – immovable – always abounding in the work of the Lord – (1 Cor. 15:58)
1. 1 Corinthians 15:58 ---- 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
2. Songs: Glory for Me - # 216

D. You will not accidently get to heaven –
1. Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people –
2. What if you miss heaven?

E. Invitation Song - There Is A Habitation - # 227

F. Closing Prayer
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