
THE CONVERSIONS IN ACTS SERIES - Lesson Two
Lessons from The Samaritans - Acts 8:1-25

Introduction:
A. The first converts to the gospel of Christ are the 3,000 Converted that is recorded in Acts 2:1-47;

from Acts 3-7 we have the preaching that takes place from Jerusalem thru Judea and then we come
to Acts 8:1-25 the conversion of the Samaritans - which will be the text of our study this morning.

B. By definition (being converted) we are speaking about:
1. Merriam Webster - transitive verb

a. : to bring over from one belief, view, or party to another 
b. : to bring about a religious conversion in
c. : to alter the physical or chemical nature or properties of especially in manufacturing 

(1) : to change from one form or function to another 
(2) : to alter for more effective utilization

2. Jesus said of this - Matthew 18:3-4 (NKJV) ---- 3 and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you
are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

a. Acts 3:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out,
so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 

b. James 5:19-20 (NKJV) ---- 19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and
someone turns him back, (convert him KJV)

(1) 20 let him know that he who turns (converteth – KJV) a sinner from the error of his way will
save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins. 

C. When we study Luke 15:11-24 ---- Parable of the “Prodigal Son”we note that conversion (or to
be converted) one does not merely display:

1. A change in actions – 
2. But rather also has:

a. A change in knowledge –
b. A change in conviction -
c. A change in allegiance – 
d. A change in thinking & will –
e. A change  in commitment – resulting in a change in relationship & identity -

3. And displays a change in who we are – how we talk – where we go – what we do -
D. Yes indeed ---- “7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the LORD

is sure, making wise the simple;” Psalm 19:7 (NKJV) 
1. Acts 16:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 
2. Are You Really Converted? Raymond E. Harris - Muscle Shoals, Alabama 

a. The word "convert" means "to change" or "to turn." There are three things involved in the
process of one's turning from sin to God.

(1) A Change of Heart. The heart or mind can only be changed by faith. Faith comes by hearing
the word of God (Rom. 10:17). Hence, the Bible teaches that people's hearts are purified "by
faith" (Acts 15:9). In other words, when one learns from the Bible about the love God has
toward us and the sacrifice of Jesus for us we are moved to repentance. "Repentance" and
"conversion" are terms that go hand in hand. When one changes his mind about God and Jesus
and sin he will have:

(2) A Change of Life. A change of heart will lead to a change of life. Repentance is defined as
"a change of mind that leads to a change of life." Hence, we see the evolution of conversion.
As a result of faith produced by the word of God, man is led to repentance. This reformation
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in behavior is very visible as the person turns from sin to obedience, from wickedness to
righteousness. And when obedience is completed there is:

(3) A Change of Relationship. In this world there are two classes of accountable people - the
wicked and the righteous - the children of the Devil and the children of God. No one can be
translated from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of God without a change of heart and
a change of life. But one must have remission of sins to make conversion complete. When
one's sins are forgiven, he enters a state or relationship with God. Baptism is". . for the
remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). Also the Bible says people are baptized "into Christ" (Gal.
3:26-27). Hence, the converted are buried with Christ in baptism and raised to walk in
"newness of life" (Rom. 6:3-5).

b. Faith changes the heart, repentance changes the life, and baptism changes the relationship to
God. One's sins are not forgiven merely because we believe that Jesus is the Savior or because
we quit committing them. Sins are forgiven by God when we complete our conversion in
baptism. Have you been converted? Truly converted? Fully converted, according to the
scriptural plan? Guardian of Truth XXX: 2, p. 43 January 16, 1986

E. As we examine our text let us note some of the basics of who the Samaritans are:
1. Assyrian Captivity – 2 Kings 17 and the policy of “transplantation”.

a. Their religion, though basically Jewish, was mixed with idolatry - 2 Kings 17:32-34,41
b. Jews and Samaritans had no dealings with each other - John 4:3-9; Luke 10: 30-37 
c. Though not regarded as totally heathenistic, they were despised by the Jews. – John 8:48

2. The great commission – Matt. 28:18-21; Mark 16:15,16; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8 
a. Acts chapters 2 – 7 tells of the preaching in Jerusalem and Judea.

(1) Acts 4-8:4 we see that persecution arose against Christians 
b. Acts 8:4-25 tells of the Evangelist Philip preaching in Samaria.

F. Now let us look at the text and note a brief analysis of the conversion that takes place here:
1. Verses 1-3 – Great persecution arose against the church – 

a. The involvement of Saul – (Acts 9:1,2,21; 22:3,4; 26:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13; 1 Tim
1:13)

2. Verses 1,4 – Disciples driven from Jerusalem and went everywhere preaching the Word – (Acts
11:19-21; 1:8)

3. Verses 5 – Phillip preaches Jesus – (8:35)
4. Verses 6-13 – Samaritans converted
5. Verses 14-17 – Apostles send Peter and John to the Samaritans that they may receive miraculous

spiritual gifts – (Mark 16:17-20)
6. Verse 18-25 – One of the Samaritans, (Simon), falls and is restored – (Gal. 5:4; James 5:19,20)

G. There are several lessons we can learn from this text:

II. Evil Can Work For Good! ---- Acts 8:1-3 (NKJV) - 1. Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that
time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
A. We can be guilty of participation by consent – vrs 1, cf. 7:58; 22:20; Rom 1:32; Eph 5:7,11

1. Acts 7:58 (NKJV) ---- 58 and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid
down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.

2. Romans 1:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who
practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who
practice them.

3. Ephesians 5:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. - Ephesians 5:11 (NKJV)
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11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.
B. God’s enemies can’t overcome His plans – Matt. 28:18-20; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8; 2:23; Rom

8:18-39 
1. Luke 24:47 (NKJV) ---- 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
2. Romans 8:18-39 (NKJV) ---- 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not

worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest
expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because
the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty
of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs
together until now. 23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.
24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope
for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with
perseverance. 26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we
should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit
is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know
that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He
predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He
justified, these He also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who
can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s
elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore
is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long;
We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

C. Acts 8:2-3 (NKJV) ---- 2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and made great lamentation
over him. 3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men
and women, committing them to prison. 

1. There is actual honor in death for the godly – vrs 2; cf. Eccl. 8:10-13; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Rev
14:13

a. Ecclesiastes 8:10-13 (NKJV) ---- 10 Then I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone
from the place of holiness, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done. This also
is vanity. 11 Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the
heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil. 12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred
times, and his days are prolonged, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear
God, who fear before Him. 13 But it will not be well with the wicked; nor will he prolong his
days, which are as a shadow, because he does not fear before God.

b. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NKJV) ---- 13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,
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concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For
if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep
in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we
shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

c. Revelation 14:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write:
‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may
rest from their labors, and their works follow them.”

d. The conversion of the Samaritans is a direct result of this persecution of Stephen.
(1) Without his death the message of Christ was not going into all the areas of the Great

Commission.
2. What if we faced the kind of persecution the early church faced? – vrs 3; 2 Tim 3:12; 1 Pet.

4:12-16; Jam 1:1-12
a. 2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer

persecution.
b. 1 Peter 4:12-16 (NKJV) ---- 12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which

is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you
partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with
exceeding joy. 14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit
of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is
glorified. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in
other people’s matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let
him glorify God in this matter.

c. James 1:1-12 (NKJV) ---- 1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings. 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you
fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let
patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any
of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and
it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like
a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will
receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 9 Let the
lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 10 but the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of
the field he will pass away. 11 For no sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it
withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also
will fade away in his pursuits. 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has
been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love
Him.

III. The Converted Are Evangelistic! Verses 1, Acts 8:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 Therefore those who were
scattered went everywhere preaching the word. 
A. If we are truly converted to the cause of Christ – wouldn’t we naturally want to tell others? – vrs

4; cf. Acts 4:12,19,20; 1 Thess. 1:8 
1. Acts 4:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
a. Acts 4:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right
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in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.
b. Acts 4:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”

2. 1 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only
in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that
we do not need to say anything.

B. All need the gospel – which is the only hope for the lost – Rom 3:23; 1:16,17 
1. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
2. Romans 1:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power

of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in
it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by
faith.”

C. Preaching Christ Involves: Verses 5-13 ---- Acts 8:5 (NKJV) 5 Then Philip went down to the city
of Samaria and preached Christ to them. What is involved in preaching Christ?

1. The Word of God - (8:4,14,25,35 ; Matthew 28:19)
2. Jesus as the Christ - death, burial and resurrection - (8:5,32-35; 1 Cor. 1:23; 15:1-34)

a. 1 Corinthians 1:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling
block and to the Greeks foolishness,

b. 1 Corinthians 15:1-12 (NKJV) ---- 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I
preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are
saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For
I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to
the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen
by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some
have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of
all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles,
who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by
the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more
abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 11 Therefore,
whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 12 Now if Christ is preached that
He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of
the dead?

3.  The Kingdom of God (8:12)
4.  The Name of Jesus (****NB **** the Authority)- (8:12)
5.  Baptism (8:12,36; Mk 16:16)

a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does
not believe will be condemned.

D. The result of this preaching is - The Samaritans Believed - Acts 8:6-13 (NKJV) ---- 6 And the
multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles
which he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were
possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed. 8 And there was great joy in that
city. 9 But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in the city and
astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone great, 10 to whom they all gave
heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, "This man is the great power of God." 11 And they
heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time. 12 But when they
believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, both men and women were baptized. 13 Then Simon himself also believed; and when he
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was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were
done. 

1. What is it they believed?
a. The Word of God - (8:4,14,25,35)
b. Jesus as the Christ - death, burial and resurrection - (8:5,32-35; 1 Cor. 1:23; 15:1-34)
c.  The Kingdom of God (8:12)
d.  The Name of Jesus - (8:12)
e.  Baptism (8:12,36; Mk 16:16)

E. What is important to note here is that miracles did not save or convert them -  Miracles Served To
Confirm ---- Verses 6-21; Mark 16:19,20; Acts 14:3; Hebrews 2:4

1. Mark 16:19-20 (NKJV) ---- 19 So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up
into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went out and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying
signs. Amen.

2. Acts 14:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who
was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their
hands.

3. Hebrews 2:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

a. Christ confirmed in the same manner - Acts 2:21-22 (NKJV) ---- 21 And it shall come to pass
That whoever calls on the name of the Lord Shall be saved.’ 22 “Men of Israel, hear these
words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which
God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know—

4. The need for miraculous confirmation in each stage of advancement of the gospel - Acts 2 (Jews);
Acts 8:6-21 (Samaritans) ; Acts 10 (Gentiles)

5. The contrast between the miracles of God and the deceptions of men – vrs 9-13
6. “Baptism in the name of Jesus” NOT Holy Spirit baptism – vrs 14-19

F. Miracles Served To Confirm - Miracles Have Ceased
1. Acts 8:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands

the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money,
a. The means of passing them on is not available - 6:6; 8:14-18; 19:6; Rom 1:11; 2 Tim 1:6

(1) Romans 1:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual
gift, so that you may be established—

(2) 2 Timothy 1:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you
through the laying on of my hands.

b. Genuine miracles could not be denied – even by the critics – Acts 4:16; 8:13,18,19
2. They served their appointed purpose – 1 Cor. 13:8-13; 2 Tim 3:16,17

a. 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 (NKJV) ---- 8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they
will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish
away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect has
come, then that which is in part will be done away. 11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child,
I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish
things. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then
I shall know just as I also am known. 13 And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the
greatest of these is love.

b. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the
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man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

IV. The Fall of Simon - Believers Can Fall From Grace – verses 18-24 ---- Acts 8:20 (NKJV) - 20 But
Peter said to him, "Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be
purchased with money!  Acts 8:23 (NKJV) - 23 For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and
bound by iniquity." 

A. He was in danger of perishing– vrs 20; 1 Tim 6:9;  2 Pet. 2:14-17
1. 1 Timothy 6:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and

into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.
2. 2 Peter 2:14-17 (NKJV) ---- 14 having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin,

enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children.
15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of
Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb
donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the madness of the prophet. 17 These are wells
without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness
forever.

B. His heart was not right with God - vrs 21; Psa 78:37 
1. Psalm 78:37 (NKJV) ---- 37 For their heart was not steadfast with Him, Nor were they faithful

in His covenant.
C. Poisoned by bitterness and bound by iniquity – Heb 12:15; John 8:34; Rom. 6:1-23

1. Hebrews 12:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest
any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;

2. John 8:34 (NKJV)----34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits
sin is a slave of sin.

D. Needed to repent and pray – vrs 22,24; 1 John 1:9,10
1. 1 John 1:9-10 (NKJV) ---- 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him
a liar, and His word is not in us.

1

V. In Conclusion:
A. The Continued Efforts ---- Acts 8:25 (NKJV) - 25 So when they had testified and preached the

word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the
Samaritans. 

B. The Examples of conversions in Acts shows a common ground in God Truth to save and redeem
mankind from their Sins! (See chart)

C. Have you been Biblically converted?
1. Not merely “have you changed your actions” 
2. But have you been changed in your convictions, allegiance, thinking, will, commitment, and

relationship with God through a knowledge of the truth –
3. True conversion results in a change in who we are – how we talk – where we go – what we do –

“proving what is that acceptable and perfect will of God” in our lives -
D. To believe and do what the Samaritans did will make one today the same thing it made them:

1. Forgiven sinner – Acts 2:38; 22:16
2. Saved – Acts 2:39-41; 1 Peter 3:21 ---- "There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism
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(not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God),
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ," (1 Peter 3:21, NKJV) 

3. A part of the family of God – Acts 2:42-46
4. A member of the Lord’s church – Acts 2:47

E. What they believed is essentially the very same thing that you need to believe today!
1. They believed the Word of God and heeded it - (8:4,14,25)
2. They believed that Jesus is the Christ - (8:5; John 8:24)
3. They were obedient to Jesus in being baptized – (Mk 16:16)
4.  They became citizens in the Kingdom of God (Col. 1:13)
5. The one who stumbled repented and prayed – (8:24)
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