
God’s Word - How Do We Respond? Jeremiah 36:1-32
Intro:

A. Jeremiah is commanded by the Lord to write the prophecies of doom against Judah in a scroll so that
the people might repent - (36:1-3).
1. Baruch is told to write the words as Jeremiah dictates them -  (36:4, 18).
2. Baruch told to go and read the book in the people’s hearing – (36:7-10)

B. Michaiah hears the reading of Baruch and tells the princes and nobles – ( 36:11-13). 
1. The princes and nobles send for Baruch to hear the words of Jeremiah - (36:14-15).
2. They react with fear and insist that the king must hear these words – (36:16).
3. They tell Baruch and Jeremiah to go and hide - (36:19).

C. When Jehoiakim hears of the writing, he commands Jehudi to  read it – (36:20-21).
1. After the reading of three or four columns, king Jehoiakim cuts up the scroll and throws it into the

fire - (36:22-23). 
2. A few men try to stop the king - (36:24).
3. The king then tries to arrest Baruch and Jeremiah but the Lord protects them -(36:26).

D. God instructs Jeremiah to write on another scroll all the previous words - (36:28,29).
1. Jeremiah obeys the Lord and writes all the words that had been previously written along with

additional words of personal destruction to Jehoiakim – (36:30-32)

II. The Product of God
A. Jeremiah commanded to write “all the words of the Lord” spoken to Him – (36:1,2).-- Now it came to

pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, that this word came to Jeremiah
from the LORD, saying:2 “Take a scroll of a book and write on it all the words that I have spoken to you
against Israel, against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, from the days of
Josiah even to this day.
1. Jeremiah dictates to Baruch “all the words of the Lord” – (36:4,18)

a. Jeremiah 36:4,18 ---- 4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah; and Baruch wrote on
a scroll of a book, at the instruction of Jeremiah, all the words of the LORD which He had spoken
to him.18 So Baruch answered them, “He proclaimed with his mouth all these words to me, and
I wrote them with ink in the book.”

2. The completed product spoken of as being “the words of the Lord” – (36:6,8,11)
a. Jeremiah 36:6,8,11 ---- 6 “You go, therefore, and read from the scroll which you have written

at my instruction, the words of the LORD, in the hearing of the people in the LORD’s house on
the day of fasting. And you shall also read them in the hearing of all Judah who come from their
cities. 8 And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded
him, reading from the book the words of the LORD in the LORD’s house. 11 When Michaiah the
son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, heard all the words of the LORD from the book,

B. The words of scripture are to be understood as being the very words of God – (Jer. 1:4-9; Heb. 10:15;
2 Pet. 1:20,21; 2 Tim. 3:16,17; 1 Cor. 2:13).
1. Jeremiah 1:4-9 ---- 4 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:  5 “Before I formed you in

the womb I knew you;  Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the
nations.”  6 Then said I: “Ah, Lord GOD!  Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.” 7 But the
LORD said to me:  “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’  For you shall go to all to whom I send you,  And
whatever I command you, you shall speak. 8 Do not be afraid of their faces, For I am with you to
deliver you,” says the LORD. 9 Then the LORD put forth His hand and touched my mouth, and the
LORD said to me:  “Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. 

2. How precious and valuable is the “Book of Books?” – (Psalm 119:97-104)
a. Psalm 119:97-104 ---- 97 Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 98 You,
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through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For they are ever with me. 99
I have more understanding than all my teachers,  For Your testimonies are my meditation. 100
I understand more than the ancients, Because I keep Your precepts. 101 I have restrained my
feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your word. 102 I have not departed from Your
judgments, For You Yourself have taught me. 103 How sweet are Your words to my taste,
Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 104 Through Your precepts I get understanding;  Therefore
I hate every false way.

III. For The Purpose of God
A. For all the people - (36:6,10).---- 6 “You go, therefore, and read from the scroll which you have written

at my instruction, the words of the LORD, in the hearing of the people in the LORD’s house on the day
of fasting. And you shall also read them in the hearing of all Judah who come from their cities.10 Then
Baruch read from the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah
the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the upper court at the entry of the New Gate of the LORD’s house, in
the hearing of all the people.
1. To warn them – (36:2,3).

a. Jeremiah 36:2-3 ---- 2 “Take a scroll of a book and write on it all the words that I have spoken
to you against Israel, against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, from
the days of Josiah even to this day.3 “It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the
adversities which I purpose to bring upon them, that everyone may turn from his evil way, that
I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.”

2. That they may turn from their evil way – (36:3,7)
a. Jeremiah 36:3,7 ---- 3 “It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the adversities which I

purpose to bring upon them, that everyone may turn from his evil way, that I may forgive their
iniquity and their sin.” 7 “It may be that they will present their supplication before the LORD, and
everyone will turn from his evil way. For great is the anger and the fury that the LORD has
pronounced against this people.”

3. That they may be saved from destruction – (36:3,7)
4. The purpose of the Gospel – (Eph. 3:3-5; 1 Cor. 4:14; Acts 17:30; Rom. 1:16; Is. 55:11)

a. Isaiah 55:11 ---- 11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;  It shall not return to
Me void,  But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent
it. 

b. 1 Corinthians 4:14 ---- 14 I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children
I warn you.

B. Some Will Receive It
1. Michaiah . . . heard all the words of the Lord - (36:11).

a. Jeremiah 36:11 ---- 11 When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, heard all the
words of the LORD from the book,

2. Michaiah went and told others – (36:12,13).
a. Jeremiah 36:12-13 ---- 12 he then went down to the king’s house, into the scribe’s chamber;

and there all the princes were sitting—Elishama the scribe, Delaiah the son of Shemaiah,
Elnathan the son of Achbor, Gemariah the son of Shaphan, Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and
all the princes.13 Then Michaiah declared to them all the words that he had heard when Baruch
read the book in the hearing of the people.

3. They desired to learn more – (36:14,15)
a. Jeremiah 36:14-15 ---- 14 Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son

of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to Baruch, saying, “Take in your hand the scroll from which you
have read in the hearing of the people, and come.” So Baruch the son of Neriah took the scroll
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in his hand and came to them.15 And they said to him, “Sit down now, and read it in our
hearing.” So Baruch read it in their hearing.

4. They believed with fear and told the king – (36:16)
a. Jeremiah 36:16 ---- 16 Now it happened, when they had heard all the words, that they looked

in fear from one to another, and said to Baruch, “We will surely tell the king of all these words.”
5. They tried to protect God’s messengers – (36:19)

a. Jeremiah 36:19 ---- 19 Then the princes said to Baruch, “Go and hide, you and Jeremiah; and
let no one know where you are.”

C. Like The Thessalonians  (1 Thess. 1:5-10).
1. They received it as the word of God – (1:5; 2:13)
2. They became followers – (1:6; 2:13,14)
3. They told others – (1:8)
4. They turned from sin – (1:9)
5. Received salvation – (1:10)

D. Some Will Reject It
1. Jehoiakim king of Judah sends for the word of God - (36:20,21). ---- 20 And they went to the king,

into the court; but they stored the scroll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words
in the hearing of the king.21 So the king sent Jehudi to bring the scroll, and he took it from Elishama
the scribe’s chamber. And Jehudi read it in the hearing of the king and in the hearing of all the
princes who stood beside the king.
a. The king destroys the word of God – (36:22,23).---- 22 Now the king was sitting in the winter

house in the ninth month, with a fire burning on the hearth before him.23 And it happened, when
Jehudi had read three or four columns, that the king cut it with the scribe’s knife and cast it into
the fire that was on the hearth, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.

b. The king and his servants have no fear or respect for God’s word – (36:24,25; the opposite of
his father Josiah, 2 Kings 22:11-13)
(1) 2 Kings 22:11-13 ---- 11 Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the Book of

the Law, that he tore his clothes.12 Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam
the son of Shaphan, Achbor the son of Michaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant
of the king, saying,13 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, for the people and for all Judah,
concerning the words of this book that has been found; for great is the wrath of the LORD

that is aroused against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to
do according to all that is written concerning us.” 

c. The king commands Jeremiah and Baruch be seized – (36:26)
(1) Jeremiah 36:26 ---- 26 And the king commanded Jerahmeel the king’s son, Seraiah the son

of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to seize Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the
prophet, but the LORD hid them.

2. Men have repeatedly rejected the word of God - (Mark 7:9; Acts 7:51,52; Acts 13:46).
a. Mark 7:9 ---- 9 He said to them, “All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you

may keep your tradition.
b. Acts 7:51-52 ---- 51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist

the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.52 “Which of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now
have become the betrayers and murderers,

c. Acts 13:46 ---- 46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was necessary that the word
of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of
everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.

3. Men are still rejecting the Word of God – (1 Tim. 4:1-4; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 2 Thess. 2:1-12).---- 1
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Timothy 4:1-4 ----- Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the
faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having
their own conscience seared with a hot iron,3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from
foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the
truth.4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with
thanksgiving;
a. Traditions of men
b. Corrupting the Scriptures
c. Latter day revelations
d. Liberalism

E. Man Can’t Destroy It
1. God instructs Jeremiah to write on another scroll all the previous words - (36:28,29)---- 28 “Take

yet another scroll, and write on it all the former words that were in the first scroll which Jehoiakim
the king of Judah has burned.29 “And you shall say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, ‘Thus says the
LORD: “You have burned this scroll, saying, ‘Why have you written in it that the king of Babylon
will certainly come and destroy this land, and cause man and beast to cease from here?’ ”
a. Jeremiah obeys the Lord and writes all the words that had been previously written along with

additional words of personal destruction to Jehoiakim – (36:30-32)
(1) Jeremiah 36:30-32 ---- 30 ‘Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim king of

Judah: “He shall have no one to sit on the throne of David, and his dead body shall be cast
out to the heat of the day and the frost of the night.31 “I will punish him, his family, and his
servants for their iniquity; and I will bring on them, on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and on
the men of Judah all the doom that I have pronounced against them; but they did not heed.”
’ ” 32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah,
who wrote on it at the instruction of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim
king of Judah had burned in the fire. And besides, there were added to them many similar
words.

2. Unbelief doesn’t change the fact that God’s word is true – (36:27-29; John 17:17) 
a. At seventeen, Voltaire, the famous French opponent of the Bible stood in a crowded auditorium

and said of Christ's first disciples, "It took twelve ignorant fishermen to build Christianity, but
I will show you how one Frenchman can destroy it." He spent a lifetime trying to do just that.
But what happened? Voltaire has passed into history and the Bible is more popular than ever.
Interestingly, only 50 years after Voltaire's death the Geneva Bible society used his printing press
and his house to produce stacks of Bibles.     http://www.spotlightministries.org.uk/truebible.htm

b. The following by Dr. Payson illustrates the INDESTRUCTIBILITY of the Book of Books:
(1) For thousands of years this volume has withstood, not only the iron tooth of time, but all the

physical and intellectual strength of man: pretended friends have endeavored to corrupt and
betray it; kings and princes have perseveringly sought to banish it from the world; the civil
and military power of the greatest nations of the world have been leagued for its destruction;
the fires of persecution have been lighted to consume it and its friends together; and at many
seasons death in its most horrid forms has been the almost certain consequence of affording
it an asylum from the fury of its enemies. Though it has been ridiculed more bitterly,
misrepresented more grossly, opposed more rancorously, and burnt more frequently, than
any other book, and perhaps than all other books united, it is so far from sinking under the
efforts of its enemies that the probability of its surviving until the final consummation of all
things is now much greater than ever. The rain has descended, the floods have come, the
storm has arisen, and beaten upon it; but it fell not, for it was founded upon a rock. Like the
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burning bush, it has been in the flames, yet it is still unconsumed; a sufficient proof were
there no other, that He who spake from the bush is the Author of the Bible. 

3. Men reject God’s word at their own peril - (36:30,31; Deut. 18:19; John 12:48-50).
a. Deuteronomy 18:19 ---- 19 ‘And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He

speaks in My name, I will require it of him.
b. John 12:48-50 ---- 48 “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which

judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.49 “For I have not
spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should
say and what I should speak.50 “And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore,
whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.”

4. God’s word will last forever - (Psalm 119:151,152; Isa. 40:8; Luke 21:33; 1 Pet. 1:25).
a. Psalm 119:151-152 ---- 151 You are near, O LORD, And all Your commandments are truth.

152 Concerning Your testimonies, I have known of old that You have founded them forever.
b. Isaiah 40:8 ---- 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever.”

F. Rome failed – The Catholic church failed - Islam failed – The critics failed –Modernist have failed –
1. "Hammer Away Ye Hostile Hands --Our Hammers Will Break, God’s Anvil Stands!"
2. The Anvil Of God's Word

a. Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith's door
And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime;
When looking in, I saw upon the floor,
Old hammers worn with beating years of time.

b. "How many anvils have you had," said I,
"To wear and batter these hammers so?"
"Just one," said he; then with a twinkling eye,
"The anvil wears the hammers out, you know."

c. And so, I thought, the anvil of God's Word,
For ages, skeptics blows have beat upon;
Yet, though the noise of falling blows was heard,
The anvil is unharmed - the hammers gone. - John Clifford

IV. Conclusion:
A. The  Product of God – (1,2)
B. For The Purpose of God – (3-10)
C. Some Will Receive It – (11-19)
D. Some Will Reject It – (20-26)
E. Man Can’t Destroy It – (27-32)
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