
Radical Forgiveness - How Joseph Faced Life’s Problems

Intro:
A. Reading the book - Radical Forgiveness Making Room for The Miracle  by Colin C Tipping

- I asked myself the question what characters in the Bible outside of Deity showed radical
forgiveness.

B. There are only two characters that I could think of - Stephen in Acts 7 and Joseph in the book
of Genesis 41-50.

C. This morning I want to focus on lessons we can learn from the life problems that Joseph
faced.   Joseph faced:
1. Hatred & Envy
2. Betrayal
3. Persistent Temptation
4. False Accusations
5. Ingratitude
6. Power & Responsibility
7. Painful Memories
8. Past Forgiven Sins

D. As we can see Joseph had much for which to be bitter about - but he is a perfect example of
a young man who loved God and had a heart that was willing to be god-like.

II. Facing Painful Memories - Genesis 41:50-52; 42:1-24; 43:1-45:28
A. Joseph’s Problem:

1. Joseph had been helped to forget his troubles – (41:51,52)
a. Genesis 41:51-52 - 51 Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh: “For God

has made me forget all my toil and all my father’s house.”52 And the name of the
second he called Ephraim: “For God has caused me to be fruitful in the land of my
affliction.”

2. Joseph was reminded of his past when he recognized his brothers as they came to him
in need of food – (42:6,7)
a. Genesis 42:6-7 - 6 Now Joseph was governor over the land; and it was he who sold

to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed down before
him with their faces to the earth.7 Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but
he acted as a stranger to them and spoke roughly to them. Then he said to them,
“Where do you come from?” And they said, “From the land of Canaan to buy food.”

3. They did not recognize Joseph  -(42:8)
a. Genesis 42:8 - 8 So Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him.

B. Joseph’s Reaction
1. Joseph required that one remain while the rest return to Canaan & return with Benjamin

– (42:9-20)
2. Joseph overheard their regret and wept – (42:21-24)

a. Genesis 42:21-24 - 21 Then they said to one another, “We are truly guilty
concerning our brother, for we saw the anguish of his soul when he pleaded with us,
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and we would not hear; therefore this distress has come upon us.”22 And Reuben
answered them, saying, “Did I not speak to you, saying, ‘Do not sin against the boy’;
and you would not listen? Therefore behold, his blood is now required of us.”23 But
they did not know that Joseph understood them, for he spoke to them through an
interpreter.24 And he turned himself away from them and wept. Then he returned to
them again, and talked with them. And he took Simeon from them and bound him
before their eyes.

3. Joseph commanded that they be given food and their money – (42:25,26)
a. Genesis 42:25-26 - 25 Then Joseph gave a command to fill their sacks with grain,

to restore every man’s money to his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey.
Thus he did for them.26 So they loaded their donkeys with the grain and departed
from there.

4. When Joseph’s brothers return with Benjamin – they are invited to Joseph’s home where
he inquires about Jacob and shows kindness to them – (43:15-28)

5. His heart yearns for Benjamin and privately weeps – (43:29,30)
a. Genesis 43:29-30 - 29 Then he lifted his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his

mother’s son, and said, “Is this your younger brother of whom you spoke to me?”
And he said, “God be gracious to you, my son.”30 Now his heart yearned for his
brother; so Joseph made haste and sought somewhere to weep. And he went into his
chamber and wept there.

6. He again gives them grain along with their money and has his cup put in Benjamin’s bag
- (44:1-3)
a. Genesis 44:1-3 - And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, “Fill the

men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put each man’s money in the
mouth of his sack.2 “Also put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the
youngest, and his grain money.” So he did according to the word that Joseph had
spoken.3 As soon as the morning dawned, the men were sent away, they and their
donkeys.

7. He sends his steward to bring Benjamin back – Judah intercedes for Benjamin – (44:4-
34)

8. He reveals himself – (45:1-14)
a. Genesis 45:1-14 - Then Joseph could not restrain himself before all those who stood

by him, and he cried out, “Make everyone go out from me!” So no one stood with
him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers.2 And he wept aloud, and the
Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard it.3 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am
Joseph; does my father still live?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they
were dismayed in his presence.4 And Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come near
to me.” So they came near. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold
into Egypt.5 “But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because
you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life.6 “For these two years
the famine has been in the land, and there are still five years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvesting.7 “And God sent me before you to preserve a
posterity for you in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.8 “So now
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it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh,
and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.9 “Hurry and
go up to my father, and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph: “God has made me
lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry.10 “You shall dwell in the land of
Goshen, and you shall be near to me, you and your children, your children’s children,
your flocks and your herds, and all that you have.11 “There I will provide for you,
lest you and your household, and all that you have, come to poverty; for there are
still five years of famine.” ’12 “And behold, your eyes and the eyes of my brother
Benjamin see that it is my mouth that speaks to you.13 “So you shall tell my father
of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that you have seen; and you shall hurry and bring
my father down here.”14 Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and
Benjamin wept on his neck.

C. Application
1. When confronted with painful memories – we should be cautious and deliberate in our

reaction – (1 Thess. 5:21)
a. 1 Thessalonians 5:21 - 21 Test all things; hold fast what is good.

2. We should never return evil for evil – (Rom 12:17-21)
a. Romans 12:17-21 - 17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the

sight of all men.18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with
all men.19 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it
is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.20 Therefore “If your
enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will
heap coals of fire on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good. 

3. We need to live in the present – and live for the future!! – (Phili 3:13,14)
a. Philippians 3:13-14 - 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but

one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to
those things which are ahead,14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus.

III. Facing Past Forgiven Trespasses - Genesis 50:15-21
A. Joseph’s Problem

1. After Joseph’s father died – his brothers were afraid that Joseph would hate them –
(50:15)
a. Genesis 50:15 - 15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said,

“Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did
to him.”

2. They were afraid that he hold them accountable for their sin – so they pleaded with him -
(50:16-18)
a. Genesis 50:16-18 - 16 So they sent messengers to Joseph, saying, “Before your

father died he commanded, saying,17 ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph: “I beg you,
please forgive the trespass of your brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you.” ’
Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father.” And
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Joseph wept when they spoke to him.18 Then his brothers also went and fell down
before his face, and they said, “Behold, we are your servants.”

B. Joseph’s Reaction
1. Joseph could have revived old  trespasses – BUT he didn’t – he was moved with

compassion – (50:17)
a. Genesis 50:17 - 17 ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph: “I beg you, please forgive the

trespass of your brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you.” ’ Now, please,
forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph wept
when they spoke to him. 

2. Joseph saw the big picture – (50:19,20)
a. Genesis 50:19-20 - 19 Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in the place

of God?20 “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good,
in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.

3. Joseph returned good to them – (50:21)
a. Genesis 50:21 - 21 “Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your

little ones.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
C. Application

1. Bury the hatchet – but leave the handle sticking out? - - - Some hold grudges for years
even after they are asked for forgiveness!

2. We must forgive – (Luke 17:3,4; Mat 6:14,15; Col. 3:13; 2 Cor. 2:6-9)
a. Luke 17:3-4 - 3 “Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke

him; and if he repents, forgive him.4 “And if he sins against you seven times in a
day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive
him.”

b. Matthew 6:14-15 - 14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father
will also forgive you.15 “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.

c. Colossians 3:13 - 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone
has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.

d. 2 Corinthians 2:6-9 - 6 This punishment which was inflicted by the majority is
sufficient for such a man,7 so that, on the contrary, you ought rather to forgive and
comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow.8
Therefore I urge you to reaffirm your love to him.9 For to this end I also wrote, that
I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things.

IV. Conclusion:
A. How do you respond to 

1. Painful memories?
2. Past Forgiven Sins?

B. As we look at Joseph’s life he faced:
1. Facing Hatred & Envy
2. Facing Betrayal
3. Facing Persistent Temptation
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4. Facing False Accusations
5. Facing Ingratitude
6. Facing Power & Wealth
7. Facing Painful Memories
8. Facing Past Forgiven Sins
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