
The Purpose Driven Life
Intro:

A. Rick Warrens Book - The Purpose Driven Life has been a best book top seller since 2002 
B. Where did we come from?

1. Why are we here?
2. What are we to be doing?
3. Where are we going?
4. What should be the most important things in life? 

C. Too many just go with the flow -  Ex. 23:2; Matt. 7:13,14
1. Exodus 23:2 - 2 “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so

as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.
2. Matthew 7:13-14 - 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that

leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.14 “Because narrow is the gate and
difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

3. Too many live for the wrong purpose – Psalm 81:12; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; James 4:1-4
a. Psalm 81:12 -12 So I gave them over to their own stubborn heart, To walk in their own

counsels.
b. 2 Timothy 3:1-5 - But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:2 For men

will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy,3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal,
despisers of good,4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God,5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!

c. James 4:1-4 - Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your
desires for pleasure that war in your members?2 You lust and do not have. You murder and
covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.3
You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your
pleasures.4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of God.

4. Live by making the RIGHT choice – NOT by chance – Prov. 9:6; Josh. 24:15; Matt. 7:13
a. Proverbs 9:6 - 6 Forsake foolishness and live, And go in the way of understanding.
b. Joshua 24:15 - 15 “And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this

day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other
side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and
my house, we will serve the LORD.”

c. Matthew 7:13 - 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that
leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.

 
II. It All Begins with God

A. We were created by God – Gen. 1:26; 2; Acts 17:24-31
1. Genesis 1:26 - 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;

let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over
all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

2. Acts 17:24-31 - 24 “God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.25 “Nor is He worshiped with men’s
hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things.26 “And
He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has
determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,27 “so that they
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should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not
far from each one of us;28 “for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of
your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’29 “Therefore, since we are the
offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone,
something shaped by art and man’s devising.30 “Truly, these times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,31 “because He has appointed a
day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He
has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”

B. We should view our life from God’s point of view – 1 Cor. 6:20; Rom. 12:1,2
1. 1 Corinthians 6:20 - 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and

in your spirit, which are God’s.
2. Romans 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.2 And do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

C. We have a God given purpose - Eccl. 12:13,14
1. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 - 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep

His commandments, For this is man’s all.14 For God will bring every work into judgment,
Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.

III. It is followed by Our Serving God
A. Can’t serve two masters – Matt. 6:24

1. Matthew 6:24 - 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.

B. Made possible by what God has done for us – Heb. 9:14
1. Hebrews 9:14 - 14 how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit

offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the
living God?  

C. Is a choice – Josh. 24:15; 1 Thess. 1:9;
1. 1 Thessalonians 1:9 - 9 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had

to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 
D. “Presenting your bodies a living sacrifice” – Rom. 12:1,2

1. Romans 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.2 And do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

E. With reverence and godly fear – Heb. 12:28; John 4:24
1. Hebrews 12:28 - 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let

us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.

IV. To Let Our Lives become “Christ Like”
A. A disciple becomes like the one followed – Matt. 10:25; Luke 6:40

1. Matthew 10:25 - 25 “It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call
those of his household! 

2. Luke 6:40 - 40 “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will
be like his teacher.
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B. The elect are to be conformed to the image of Jesus – Rom. 8:29
1. Romans 8:29 - 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image

of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.
C. To imitate Christ – 1 Cor. 11:1; 1 Pet. 2:21; 4:1 

1. 1 Corinthians 11:1 - Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. 
2. 1 Peter 2:21 - 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an

example, that you should follow His steps: 
3. 1 Peter 4:1 - Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the

same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,
D. To put on the character of Christ – Col. 3:12,13; Phil. 2:5; Eph. 5:2; 

1. Colossians 3:12-13 - 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one
another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must
do.

2. Philippians 2:15 - 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without
fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the
world,

3. Ephesians 5:2 - 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 

V. As With All Purposes - It must be accompanied by Focus Effort
A. Giving diligent effort to accurately understand God’s word – Eph. 3:3-5; 2 Tim. 2:15 

1. Ephesians 3:3-5 - 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly
written already,4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery
of Christ),5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been
revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 

2. 2 Timothy 2:15 - 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

B. Growth in Christ takes diligence – 2 Peter 1:5-10
1. 2 Peter 1:5-10 - 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to

virtue knowledge,6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance
godliness,7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.8 For if these things
are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ.9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten
that he was cleansed from his old sins.10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make
your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 

C. We are to walk circumspectly – Eph. 5:15-17
1. Ephesians 5:15-17 - 15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,16

redeeming the time, because the days are evil.17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. 

VI. It must have the right Values
A. Value the truth above human wisdom – Prov. 23:23

1. Proverbs 23:23 - 23 Buy the truth, and do not sell it, Also wisdom and instruction and
understanding.

B. Value the soul more than the everything else – Matt. 16:26
1. Matthew 16:26 - 26 “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his

own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
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C. Value spiritual things above earthly things – Matt. 6:19-21; 33; Col. 3:1-3
1. Matthew 6:19-21 - 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust

destroy and where thieves break in and steal;20 “but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.21 “For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

2.  Colossians 3:1-3 - If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the
earth.3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

VII. Conclusion:
A. Where did we come from?

1. Why are we here?
2. What are we to be doing?
3. Where are we going?
4. What should be the most important things in life?

B. God has provided everything we need to live in harmony with His purpose for us.

Page 4 of  4


