
Lessons From The Life Of Peter

Intro:
A. One of the most admired characters of the NT - Most of us can relate to him in some way.

1. A Quick Note On PETER. 
a. He was among the first disciples of Jesus. 
b. He was chosen as one of the twelve, and belonged to the "inner circle" of three: Peter,

James, John. 
c. He is always listed first of the twelve.
d. He was (like James and John) "named" by Jesus. 
e. The first.... 

(1) To confess his faith in Jesus. 
(2) To see the Lord after his resurrection. 
(3) To preach the gospel to the gentiles. 

2. INCIDENTS HIGHLIGHTING WEAKNESSES
a. When the Lord told him, "Get thee behind me Satan." Mk 8:33 
b. His bumbling remarks at the transfiguration. Mk 9:5  ---- 5 Then Peter answered and said

to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for
You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—

c. In the garden, when he fell asleep. Mk 14:37  ---- 37 Then He came and found them
sleeping, and said to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping? Could you not watch one hour?

d. When he fled from the Lord with the others, and then denied the Lord three times. 
e. When he drew back from eating with the Gentiles at Antioch. Gal 2:10ff 

(1) Galatians 2:10-12 ---- 10 They desired only that we should remember the poor, the
very thing which I also was eager to do. 11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I
withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed;12 for before certain men came
from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and
separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision.

f. Peter himself said on one occasion, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord." 
g. Satan went after Peter (Lk 22:31) and had some success with him. 

(1) Luke 22:31 ---- 31 And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for
you, that he may sift you as wheat.

B. “If we combined what Scripture, tradition and legend have to say of Simon Peter, it would take
a large canvas to paint a life-size portrait of this outstanding figure among the apostles. Quite a
gallery of pictures would be required to represent all the stirring scenes in his history. None of the
twelve bulks so largely in the New Testament as Peter, and, because of the complexity of his
nature, no one is less understood.”  (Hebert Lockyer, All The Apostles of the Bible, 126-127)
1. “The four gospels are full of Peter. After the name of our Lord Himself, no name comes up

so often as Peter’s name. No disciple speaks so often and so much as Peter. Our Lord speaks
oftener to Peter than to any other of His disciples: sometimes in praise sometimes in blame.
No disciple is so pointedly reproved by our Lord as Peter, and no disciple ever ventures to
reprove his Master but Peter . . .” (Dr. Alexander Whyte - Quoted by Lockyer)

2. “No other disciple ever so boldly confessed and outspokenly acknowledged and encouraged
our Lord as Peter repeatedly did, and no one ever intruded, and interfered, and tempted Him
as repeatedly as Peter did. Peter’s Master spoke words of approval, and praise, and even
blessing to Peter the like of which he never spoke to any other man. And at the same time, and
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almost in the same breath, He said harder things to Peter than He ever said to any other of His
twelve disciples, unless it was to Judas”  (Dr. Alexander Whyte - Quoted by Lockyer)

II. Our Introduction to Peter
A. Introduced to Jesus by Andrew his brother – John 1:35-42 — 35 Again, the next day, John stood

with two of his disciples.36 And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold the Lamb of
God!”37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.38 Then Jesus turned, and
seeing them following, said to them, “What do you seek?” They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is
to say, when translated, Teacher), “where are You staying?”39 He said to them, “Come and see.”
They came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the
tenth hour).40 One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother.41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated, the Christ).42 And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus
looked at him, He said, “You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas” (which is
translated, A Stone).
1. Jesus called Peter to follow Him while Peter and his brother were fishing – Mat. 4:18-22  ----

And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew
his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.19 Then He said to them,
“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”20 They immediately left their nets and
followed Him.21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee,
and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called
them,22 and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.

B. His Name:
1. Simon (Simeon) - Mk 3:16 (Jewish) ----16 Simon, to whom He gave the name Peter;
2. Peter - Lk 6:14; Mt. 4:18 (Greek / rock, stone) ---- 14 Simon, whom He also named Peter,

and Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and Bartholomew;
3. Cephas - Jn 1:42 (Aramaic surname - stone) ---- 42 And he brought him to Jesus. Now when

Jesus looked at him, He said, “You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas”
(which is translated, A Stone). 

C. His Family:
1. Father: Jona (John)- Mat. 16:17 ---- 17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you,

Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in
heaven.

2. Brother: Andrew -  Mat 10:2 ----2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his
brother;

3. Wife: - 1 Cor. 9:5; Mt. 8:14 ---- 14 Now when Jesus had come into Peter’s house, He saw
his wife’s mother lying sick with a fever.

4. Children: - 1 Pet. 5:1-4 ---- The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder
and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed:2
Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but
willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly;3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you,
but being examples to the flock;4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the
crown of glory that does not fade away.

D. His Occupation: Fisherman - Matt. 4:18 ---- 18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw
two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were
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fishermen.
E. His Education:  little - Acts 4:13 ---- 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and

perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that
they had been with Jesus.

F. The Main Location:
1.  Bethsaida - Jno.1:44 ---- 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
2. Capernaum - Mt. 8:5, 14; 17:24; Mk 1:21, 28-30 ---- 5 Now when Jesus had entered

Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him,
a. Matthew 8:14 ---- 14 Now when Jesus had come into Peter’s house, He saw his wife’s

mother lying sick with a fever.
G. His Closeness to Jesus:

1. At transfiguration - (Mat. 17:1) ---- Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his
brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves;

2. In Garden - (Mat. 26:37-40; Mk. 5:37) ---- 37 And He permitted no one to follow Him
except Peter, James, and John the brother of James.

3. Raising daughter of Jarius - (Lk 8:51) ---- 51 When He came into the house, He permitted no
one to go in except Peter, James, and John, and the father and mother of the girl.

4. Asked about destruction of Jerusalem - (Mk. 13:3) ---- 3 Now as He sat on the Mount of
Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked Him privately,

III. Peter’s Life Prior To The Passion of Christ
A. Prior To Passion of Christ 

1. Healing of mother-in-law (Mt 8:14)
2. Great draught of fishes (Lk 5:1-11)
3. Call to be an apostle (Mt. 10:2)
4. Walking on water (Mt. 14:28)
5. Asking “To whom shall we go” (Jn 6:68)
6. Confession about Christ (Mt. 16:13ff)
7. Raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mk 5:37)
8. Transfiguration (Mt. 17:1-5)
9. Tribute money (Mt. 17:24)

B. Beginning of the Passion of Christ
1. Washing his feet by Jesus (Jn 13:1-10)
2. Boasting of his strength (Lk 22:31-33)
3. Told he would deny (Mt. 26:31-35)
4. In Garden / Asleep (Mt. 26:36-46)
5. Attack on Malchus (Jn 18:10-12)
6. Distance & deny (Mt. 26:56-58)
7. Runs to tomb (Jn 20:1-10)
8. Sees Jesus alive (Lk 24:34)
9. Breakfast by sea (Jn 21)

C. From the Ascension of Christ to His Death
1. Choosing Matthias (Acts 1:15-26)
2. Preach 1st sermon to Jews (Acts 2)
3. Heals man, preaches in Temple (Acts 3-4)
4. Arrested & beaten (Acts 5)
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5. Goes to Samaria to impart gifts (Acts 8)
6. Heals Aeneas at Lydda (Acts 9:32-41)
7. Raises Dorcas (Acts 9:32-41)
8. Preach 1st sermon to Gentiles (Acts 10)
9. Defends work among Gentiles (Acts 11)
10. Imprisoned & released (Acts 12)
11. Discussion at Jerusalem (Acts 15)
12. Hypocrisy at Antioch (Gal. 2:11-14)
13. Traveled with wife (1 Cor. 9:5)
14. Wrote two epistles (1 & 2 Peter)
15. Jesus foretold violent death (Jn 21:18-19)

a. Tradition: died as martyr in 67 AD in Rome at age 75 -- crucified upside down

IV. The Character of Peter
A. His Problems:

1. Impulsive - Quick to Speak Out - Matt. 15:15; 16:13-18, 22-23; 17:4; John 13:8-9; 18:10-
11
a. Matthew 15:15 ---- 15 Then Peter answered and said to Him, “Explain this parable to

us.”
b. Matthew 16:13-18 ---- 13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He

asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”14 So they said,
“Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”15
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”16 Simon Peter answered and said,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”17 Jesus answered and said to him,
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but
My Father who is in heaven.18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

c. Matthew 16:22-23 ---- 22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying,
“Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!”23 But He turned and said to
Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the
things of God, but the things of men.” 

2. Rebuked the Lord - Mk. 8
3. Denied the Lord - Mt 26:69ff ---- 69 Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant

girl came to him, saying, “You also were with Jesus of Galilee.”70 But he denied it before
them all, saying, “I do not know what you are saying.”71 And when he had gone out to the
gateway, another girl saw him and said to those who were there, “This fellow also was with
Jesus of Nazareth.”72 But again he denied with an oath, “I do not know the Man!”73 And a
little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, “Surely you also are one of them,
for your speech betrays you.”74 Then he began to curse and swear, saying, “I do not know
the Man!” Immediately a rooster crowed.75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who
had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” So he went out and
wept bitterly.

4. Worrying After Other’s Affairs - John 21:20-21 ---- 20 Then Peter, turning around, saw the
disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had leaned on His breast at the supper, and
said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?”21 Peter, seeing him, said to Jesus, “But Lord,
what about this man?”
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5. Hypocrite - Gal. 2:11-14
6. Over Confident - Mt 26:33-35 ---- 33 Peter answered and said to Him, “Even if all are made

to stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble.”34 Jesus said to him, “Assuredly,
I say to you that this night, before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.”35 Peter
said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!” And so said all the
disciples.

B. His Restoration and His Usefulness
1. Luke 22:31-32 (NKJV) ---- 31 And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked

for you, that he may sift you as wheat.  32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should
not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren." 

2. Comparison Before and After:
a. Pride - (Mt. 26:31-33) 

(1) Humility (1 Pet 5:5-6) ---- 5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your
elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for
“God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 6 Therefore humble yourselves
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time,

b. Indifference (Mt. 26:36-46)
(1) Diligence (2 Pet. 1:5, 10) ---- 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add

to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge,10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent
to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

c. Coward (Mt. 26:58)
(1) Bold (Acts 4:19; 5:29) ----19 But Peter and John answered and said to them,

“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.
(2) Acts 5:29 ---- 29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to

obey God rather than men.
d. Mind on World (Mk. 14:54)

(1) Mind on Heaven (2 Pet 3:13-14) ---- 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore,
beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace,
without spot and blameless;

C. Preached on Pentecost - Converted 3,000 + (Acts 2)
D. Preached to Cornelius (Acts 10)
E. Participated in Discussion at Jerusalem (Acts 15)
F. Served as an Elder (1 Pet. 5:1-4)
G. Wrote 1 Peter (Living Holy)
H. Wrote 2 Peter (Danger of Departing)

V. In Conclusion:
A. One of the most admired characters of the NT
B. Most of us can relate to him in some way
C. What have you learned from Peter?
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