
The Pathway to Sin - 2 Sam. 11:1- 12:23

Introduction:
A. Have you ever found yourself in a situation or in a place and asked yourself the question -

“How did I get here?”
1. The same can be asked about ourselves when we find ourselves in Sin.

a. How did we get there?    Certainly it is not willingly if you are striving to serve God
with all your heart mind and soul.

2. James 1:13-15 gives us a basic understanding of the pathway that leads to Sin.
a. What we must note that it is not just one sudden large leap - it is a progression of

several small steps.
B. What we want to examine today is seeing these steps and focusing on making application - so

that we can make sure that we don’t let our guards down.
1. The Idle Mind
2. The Temptation
3. The Contemplation
4. The Action
5. The Cover Up
6. The Guilt
7. The Consequences

Body:
II. The Idle Mind is the Devils Workshop: Let us first examine a few scriptures:

A. 2 Samuel 11:1-2 (NKJV)  - 1 It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go
out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed
the people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.  2 Then it
happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king's
house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to
behold. 
1. Matthew 26:40-41 (NKJV) - . . . 41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The

spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
2. Proverbs 19:16 (NKJV) - 16 He who keeps the commandment keeps his soul, But he who

is careless of his ways will die. 
3. Proverbs 22:5 (NKJV) - 5 Thorns and snares are in the way of the perverse; He who guards

his soul will be far from them. 
B. An idle mind is the devil’s workshop – 

1. Idleness provides MANY opportunities for temptation – (Internet Wrong Doing;
inappropriate TV;  gossip; Complaining; etc.)

2. We need to be busy studying, praying, & doing the Lord’s work – thus limiting
opportunities for temptation! 

III. The Temptation:
A. 2 Samuel 11:2-3 (NKJV) - 2 . . . And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman

was very beautiful to behold. 3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone
said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?

B.  James 1:13-14 (NKJV) - 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted
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when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 
C. One of 3 Avenues – Flesh; Eyes; Pride of Life - Gen. 3:6;  Mat 4:3-11; 1 John 2:16

1. It is NOT a sin to be tempted – Hebrews 4:15; 
2. Temptation CAN be resisted- Mat 4:3-11; 1 Cor 10:13; James 4:7
3. To Surrender is to sin - James 1:15 (desire . . .gives birth to sin)

IV. The Contemplation:
A. 2 Samuel 11:2-3 (NKJV) - 2 Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and

walked on the roof of the king's house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the
woman was very beautiful to behold.   3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. And
someone said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 
1. Genesis 6:5 (NKJV) - 5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the

earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
B. One can commit a sin without physically acting it out!!- Mat 5:28; Ex 20:17; 

1. A passing evil thought in and of itself is not a sin – (for without thought there can be no
temptation) – James 1:15; 

2. Sin comes about when desire is enticed and will yields - Jas 1:13-16; Mk 7:21,22

V. The Act:
A. 2 Samuel 11:4 (NKJV) - 4 Then David sent messengers, and took her; and she came to him,

and he lay with her, for she was cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to her house.
1. Genesis 3:6 (NKJV) - 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate.
She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 

2. Joshua 7:21 (NKJV) - 21 "When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment,
two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them
and took them. . . .” 

3. Micah 2:1 (NKJV) - 1 Woe to those who devise iniquity, And work out evil on their beds!
At morning light they practice it, Because it is in the power of their hand. 

B. Those practicing sin will NOT enter the kingdom of heaven – (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal 5:19-21)
1. Actions can develop into habits – 

a. Habits develop into character – 
b. Character determines destiny! (Gal 6:7-9)

VI. The Cover Up:
A. 2 Samuel 11:5-6 (NKJV) - 5 And the woman conceived; so she sent and told David, and said,

"I am with child." 6 Then David sent to Joab, saying, "Send me Uriah the Hittite." And Joab
sent Uriah to David. 
1.  Genesis 3:7-8 (NKJV) - 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that

they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings.  8
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of
the garden. 

2. Joshua 7:21 (NKJV) - 21 "When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment,
two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them
and took them. And there they are, hidden in the earth in the midst of my tent, with the
silver under it." 
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3. Proverbs 28:13 (NKJV) - 13 He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever
confesses and forsakes them will have mercy. 

VII. The Guilt:
A. 2 Samuel 12:13 (NKJV) - 13 So David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." And

Nathan said to David, "The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 
1. 2 Samuel 24:10 (NKJV) - 10 And David's heart condemned him after he had numbered the

people. So David said to the Lord, "I have sinned greatly in what I have done; but now, I
pray, O Lord, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly." 

2. Psalms 51:1-6 (NKJV) - 1 To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David when Nathan the
prophet went to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. Have mercy upon me, O God,
According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot
out my transgressions.  2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my
sin. 

3. Psalms 51:1-6 (NKJV) - 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always
before me. 4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight-- That
You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge. 5 Behold, I was
brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me.  

VIII. The Consequences:
A. 2 Samuel 12:10-11 (NKJV) - 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house,

. . . 11 Thus says the Lord: 'Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your own house;
and I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie
with your wives in the sight of this sun.  (Ps 61:8-12)

B. Physical Death, hardship, separation from God - (Gen 3:16-24; 1 Cor 15:22; Is 59:1,2; Rom
5:12)
1. Pain for self & others – (Joshua 7; Numbers 32:23)
2. Potentially – eternal Separation from God – (i.e. the 2nd death) – (Rom 6:23; James 1:15;

Rev 21:8)

IX. Conclusion:
A. The Pathway to Sin is a series of small steps:

1. The Idle Mind
2. The Temptation
3. The Contemplation
4. The Action
5. The Cover Up
6. The Guilt
7. The Consequences

B. To live holy lives – 1 Pet 1:13-16
1. To cease living in sin – Rom. 6:1,2;
2. Awake to righteousness, and do not sin – 1 Cor. 15:34
3. Deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, . . .  live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present

age, - Titus 2:11-13
C. The Only remedy for Sin is:

1. The blood of Christ - Matthew 26:28 - “for the remission of sins”
2. Hebrews 9:11,12 - “eternal redemption” 

Page 3 of  4



3. 1 John 1:7 - “Cleanses us from all sin”
4. Revelation 1:5 - “washed us from our sins”

D. The Alien Sinner - Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16 ; Romans 6:3-6
1. The Child of God - Acts 8:22 ; 1 John 1:9
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