
I’m Not Ashamed of the Gospel - Romans 1:1-17

Intro:
A. What is the Gospel that Paul and the other Apostles taught?

1. “When we speak of the gospel we tend to think of an evangelistic message – and surely the
gospel is that. But it is not only a four or five point outline of salvation truths. The gospel, in the
sense Paul and the apostles employed the word includes all the revealed truth about Christ.” –
(Page 122) - John McAthur Jr - I’m not ashamed of the Gospel. 

2. Euangelion - εÛαγγ?λιον - In the NT it denotes the "good tidings" of the Kingdom of God and
of salvation through Christ— Vine‘s
a. Facts To Believe –1 Cor. 15:1-8 ---- Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which

I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand,2 by which also you are
saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.3 For
I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures,4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to
the Scriptures,5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve.6 After that He was seen
by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but
some have fallen asleep.7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.8 Then
last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time.

b. Commands To Obey – Mark 16:16; Rom 6:16-18; 10:16; 2 Thes 1:7-9; Heb. 5:8,9; James
2:14-26
(1) Romans 6:16-18 ---- 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves

to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of
obedience leading to righteousness?17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves
of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were
delivered.18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

(2) Romans 10:16 ---- 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord,
who has believed our report?”

(3) 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,8 in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord and from the glory of His power,

(4) Hebrews 5:8-9 ---- 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered.9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to
all who obey Him,

(5) James 2:14-26 ---- 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can faith save him?15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute
of daily food,16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,”
but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?17
Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.18 But someone will say, “You
have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show
you my faith by my works.19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the
demons believe—and tremble!20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith
without works is dead?21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he
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offered Isaac his son on the altar?22 Do you see that faith was working together with his
works, and by works faith was made perfect?23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which
says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he
was called the friend of God.24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by
faith only.25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she
received the messengers and sent them out another way?26 For as the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

c. Promises To Be Enjoyed – Col 1:5, 23
(1) Colossians 1:5,23 ---- 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which

you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,
(2) vrs 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved

away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature
under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

B. Romans 1:1-17 ---- Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the
gospel of God2 which He promised before through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures,3 concerning
His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh,4 and
declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection
from the dead.5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the faith
among all nations for His name,6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;7 To all who
are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. 8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is
spoken of throughout the whole world.9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the
gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers,10 making
request if, by some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to come to you.11 For I
long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be established—12 that
is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me.13 Now I do
not want you to be unaware, brethren, that I often planned to come to you (but was hindered until
now), that I might have some fruit among you also, just as among the other Gentiles.14 I am a debtor
both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise.15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready
to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the
Greek.17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just
shall live by faith.” 
1. Note what Paul emphasizes about the Gospel in these 17 verses:

a. I Have Been Called By The Gospel – (vrs 1-7)
b. I Am To Serve God In The Gospel – (vrs 8-13)
c. I Am A Debtor To All Men To Preach The Gospel – (vrs 14,15)
d. The Gospel Is God’s Power To Save Men – (vrs 16)
e. The Gospel Reveals God’s Means of Making Men Righteous – (vrs 17)

II. I Have Been Called By The Gospel – (vrs 1-7)
A. Paul – called to be an apostle separated to the gospel of God (vrs 1)
B. The Gospel was foretold by the prophets – (vrs 2,3)
C. It was clearly demonstrated that Jesus was the fulfillment of prophecy – and that He is the Son of

God. – (vrs 3,4)
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D. We are called by the gospel – (vrs 5,6; cf 2 Thes 2:14)
1. 2 Thessalonians 2:14 ---- 14 to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the glory

of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2. Called to be saints – (vrs 7)

III. I Am To Serve God In The Gospel – (vrs 8-13)
A. Their faith was being spoken of throughout the world – (vrs 8)
B. Paul served God  by carrying out his duty to preach the gospel – (vrs 9)
C. Paul wanted to go to Rome so that he could establish them, be encouraged by their mutual faith, and

have fruit among them – (vrs 10-13)

IV. I Am A Debtor To All Men To Preach The Gospel – (vrs 14,15)
A. The  phrase – “I am a debtor” means “one held by some obligation, bound to some duty” – [Thayer]–
B. Paul’s duty was to preach the gospel to ALL Gentiles, (vrs 14; Rom. 11:13)

1. Romans 11:13 ---- 13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles,
I magnify my ministry,

C. Paul was eager to preach - “as much as is in me” to ALL– (vrs 15)
D. Paul did not utilize the “target ministry technique” – He was no respecter of persons!!

1. “To successfully market your product, you have  to identify its prospective market. The key to
market identification – sometimes referred to as “target marketing” – is to be as specific as
possible in selecting the audience to whom you will market the product. By matching the appeal
of your product to the interest and needs of specific population segments, . . .” 

2. “. . . you can concentrate on getting your product to your best prospects without wasting
resources on people who have no need or interest in your product . . .” By knowing the products
market, the product itself can be developed to address the special needs of that segment, and the
entire marketing effort can be designed with maximum efficiency”  (George Barna, Marketing
the Church, pg 42,43)

V. The Gospel Is God’s Power To Save Men – (vrs 16)
A. Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel – He preached it even though he was persecuted and eventually

put to death for it. (2 Tim 4:6-8)
1. 2 Timothy 4:6-8 ---- 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my

departure is at hand.7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.8
Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.
a. “The apostle was ready to go anywhere with the gospel; but he was not ready to preach

another gospel, . . . He was not ready to hide the gospel, he was not ready to tone it down,
he was not ready to abridge it or to extend it. . . . As to the matter of preaching the gospel, 
Paul was always ready for that; he kept not back any one of its truths, nor any part of its
teaching. Even if it should bring upon him ridicule and contempt,  though it would be to the
Jews a stumbling block, and to the Gentiles foolishness . . .” (Paul The Ready, - The
Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit, Vol. 38, London: Passmore and Alabaster, 1892), 578.)

B. Acts 20:24-27 (NKJV) ---- 24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to
myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus,
to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.  25 And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom
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I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more.  26 Therefore I testify to you
this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the
whole counsel of God. 

C. Paul did not alter his message – (Gal 1:6-9) ---- 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from
Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,7 which is not another; but there are
some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.8 But even if we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.9
As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what
you have received, let him be accursed.
1. “Different Times Require Different Messages” ?? 

a. . . .how we should determine what is appropriate to preach for our time: (1) Visit the “how
to” sections of the local bookstore, (2) Periodically, examine issues of Time, Newsweek and
USA Today, as these publications tend to be on the cutting edge of the felt needs and fears
that people are facing, (3) Practice composing practical, catchy titles for your messages from
biblical texts, (4) Limit your preaching to 20 minutes, because baby boomers do not have
much time to spare. And don’t forget to keep your messages light and informal, liberally
sprinkling them with humor and personal anecdotes” (Doug Murren, The Baby
Boomerang - 1990, pp. 217-18)

b. “Preaching that conceals the unchanging gospel behind the fleeting issues of our time cloaks
the very force that makes good preaching truly powerful. After all, it is not our anecdotes,
applications, how-to’s, jokes, catchy titles, clever outlines, or other contrivances-but the
gospel that is the power of God for salvation.”  (Rom 1:16) (Ashamed of The Gospel,
When The Church Becomes Like The World, pg 121)

D. Paul was always eager to preach to anyone without fear or shame  - (unlike Peter)- (Luke 22:56-62;
Gal  2:11-14)
1. Luke 22:56-62 ---- 56 And a certain servant girl, seeing him as he sat by the fire, looked intently

at him and said, “This man was also with Him.”57 But he denied Him, saying, “Woman, I do not
know Him.”58 And after a little while another saw him and said, “You also are of them.” But
Peter said, “Man, I am not!”59 Then after about an hour had passed, another confidently
affirmed, saying, “Surely this fellow also was with Him, for he is a Galilean.”60 But Peter said,
“Man, I do not know what you are saying!” Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster
crowed.61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the
Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.”62 So
Peter went out and wept bitterly.

2. Galatians 2:11-14 ---- 11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face,
because he was to be blamed;12 for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the
Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the
circumcision.13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even
Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.14 But when I saw that they were not
straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, “If you, being a Jew,
live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?1

a. “Biblical preaching was God-centered, sin-exposing, self-convicting and life-changing—the
direct opposite of today’s light, informal sermons that Christianize self-help and entertain
better than they convict…No wonder nominal Christians leave church services feeling
upbeat. Their self-esteem is safely intact. . . .”
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b. “. . . Their minds and hearts have been sparked and soothed by sound-bite theology, Christian
maxims and a few practical pointers dealing with self-esteem kids or work. But the question
remains: Has the Word of God been effectively and faithfully proclaimed penetrating
comfort zones and the veneer of self-satisfaction with the Truth of Jesus Christ” (Douglas
D. Webster - Selling Jesus: What's Wrong With Marketing the Church  - 1992, pp. 83-
84)

E. Salvation is appropriated when men by faith obey the gospel – (Rom 4:12; 6:3-6,16-18; 10:14-17;
James 2:14-26)
1. Romans 4:12 ----12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the

circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while
still uncircumcised.

2. Romans 6:3-6 ---- 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into His death?4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,6 knowing this, that our old man was
crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be
slaves of sin.

3. Romans 6:16-18 ---- 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey,
you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience
leading to righteousness?17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.18 And having been set
free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

4. Romans 10:14-17 ---- 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And
how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without
a preacher?15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written:  “How beautiful
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 16
But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?”17
So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

VI. The Gospel Reveals God’s Means of Making Men Righteous – (vrs 17)
A. God’s plan of making man righteous is found in the gospel – The condition of being made acceptable

to God in Christ. – (Rom 3:21-24; 4:1-8)
1. Romans 3:21-24 ---- 21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being

witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus
Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;23 for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God,24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus,

2. Romans 4:1-8 ---- What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the
flesh?2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before
God.3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him
for righteousness.”4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 5
But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
accounted for righteousness,6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom
God imputes righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are
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forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute
sin.”

B. From faith to faith – from the revelation, (objective faith) to confidence (subjective faith) producing
obedience – (Rom 10:8-17) ---- 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and
in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach):9 that if you confess with your mouth the
Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.10
For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”12 For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon
Him.13 For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” 14 How then shall they call
on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?15 And how shall they preach unless they are
sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who
bring glad tidings of good things!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says,
“Lord, who has believed our report?”17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.

C. He that is approved of God by faith will have life – (Hab 2:4; Gal 3:11)
1. Habakkuk 2:4 ---- 4 “Behold the proud,  His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall live

by his faith.
2. Galatians 3:11 ---- 11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for

“the just shall live by faith.” 
D. Righteousness is only found IN CHRIST! – (Phil. 3:9; Heb 10:38)

1. Philippians 3:9 ---- 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the
law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

2. Hebrews 10:38 ---- 38 Now the just shall live by faith;  But if anyone draws back, My soul has
no pleasure in him.”

VII. Conclusion: 
A. I Have Been Called By The Gospel – (vrs 1-7)

1. I Am To Serve God In The Gospel – (vrs 8-13)
2. I Am A Debtor To All Men To Preach The Gospel – (vrs 14,15)
3. The Gospel Is God’s Power To Save Men – (vrs 16)
4. The Gospel Reveals God’s Means of Making Men Righteous – (vrs 17)

B. Have you surrendered to the Gospel of Christ?
1. Have you accepted the gospel call? – (Mark 16:16)
2. Are you serving God in the Gospel? – (Are you a good steward with what you know?) - (1 Pet

4:10)
a. 1 Peter 4:10 ---- 10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good

stewards of the manifold grace of God.
3. Do you feel the obligation and urgency to tell others the gospel message? – (Acts 20:31)

a. Acts 20:31 ---- 31 “Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to
warn everyone night and day with tears.

4. Are you ashamed of the gospel – whether in what you discuss with your friends, or in how you
live? - (2 Tim 1:8; 1 Pet 4:16)
a. 2 Timothy 1:8 ---- 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me
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His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of
God,

b. 1 Peter 4:16 ---- 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him
glorify God in this matter.

5. Are you right with God right now? – (2 Cor 6:2)
a. 2 Corinthians 6:2 ---- 2 For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you,  And in the

day of salvation I have helped you.”  Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation.
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