
Words of Wisdom on How to Have A Meaningful Life - Eccl 7:1-14 - Part One
Intro:

A. The better things in life - Can be the most Unpleasant Things In life.
B. To find REAL Satisfaction and Enjoyment in Life, one must:

1. Have priorities in proper order!
2. Worship & fear God!
3. Enjoy God’s blessings with thanksgiving & moderation!

C. The Truly “Blessed Life” is not produced by the pleasant and enjoyable!
1. Today we will examine the first four verses of Ecclesiastes 7: 1-14

a. Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 (NKJV) ---- 1 A good name is better than precious ointment, And the day
of death than the day of one's birth; 2 Better to go to the house of mourning Than to go to the
house of feasting, For that is the end of all men; And the living will take it to heart. 3 Sorrow
is better than laughter, For by a sad countenance the heart is made better. 4 The heart of the
wise is in the house of mourning, But the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 

2. Lord Willing next week we will focus on verses 5-14
D. However, As we examine this text, we note that these truth’s are present: 

II. HONOR IS BETTER THAN LUXURY (7:1a)
A. A godly reputation & influence is our choice – Prov. 22:1; 1 Pet 1:13-21

1. This is a Choice – Proverbs 22:1 (NKJV) ----A good name is to be chosen rather than great
riches,  Loving favor rather than silver and gold.

a. " Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace
that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not
conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called you is
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” And
if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct
yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; knowing that you were not redeemed
with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition
from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot. He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest
in these last times for you who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and
gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God." (1 Peter 1:13-21, NKJV) 

2. Requires Effort –  Hebrews 11:2 (NKJV) ---- For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.
a. Hebrews 11:39 (NKJV) ---- And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did

not receive the promise,
3. MOST important in the sight of God -

a. Luke 10:20 (NKJV) ---- Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you,
but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven." 

4. Is easier lost than gained
a. “A spotless name, By virtuous deeds acquired, is sweeter far Than fragant balms, whose odors

round diffused Regale the invited guests. Well may such men Rejoice at death’s approach, and
bless the hours That end their toilsome pilgrimage; assured That till the race of life is finish’d
none Can be completely blest.”

B. Called to be different from the world
1. Not that we have lived without sin, but we are ones who acknowledges our sin and has repented

of it! - 2 Sam 11,12; Acts 13:22; 1 Tim 1:15 ***Christian - simply one who is forgiven***
a. "And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave
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testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will
do all My will.’" (Acts 13:22, NKJV)

b. "This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am chief." (1 Timothy 1:15, NKJV) 

2. One who lives by faith & thus right with God – Heb 11:2,39; Rev 14:13
a. "For by it the elders obtained a good testimony." (Hebrews 11:2, NKJV) 

(1) "And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise,"
(Hebrews 11:39, NKJV)

(2)  "Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord from now on.’ ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and
their works follow them.”" (Revelation 14:13, NKJV) 

III. THE DEATH-DAY of an HONORABLE PERSON IS BETTER THAN HIS BIRTHDAY (7:1b)
A. The day of one's birth is the beginning of many sorrows - Job 14:1 ----" “Man who is born of

woman Is of few days and full of trouble." (NKJV); 3:1-3 ----" After this Job opened his mouth and
cursed the day of his birth. And Job spoke, and said: “May the day perish on which I was born, And
the night in which it was said, ‘A male child is conceived.’" (NKJV) ; Jer 20:14-18 ---- "Cursed
be the day in which I was born! Let the day not be blessed in which my mother bore me! Let the
man be cursed Who brought news to my father, saying, “A male child has been born to you!”
Making him very glad. And let that man be like the cities Which the Lord— overthrew, and did not
relent; Let him hear the cry in the morning And the shouting at noon, Because he did not kill me
from the womb, That my mother might have been my grave, And her womb always enlarged with
me. Why did I come forth from the womb to see labor and sorrow, That my days should be
consumed with shame?" (NKJV) 

1. But for the righteous, the day of one's death is the beginning of eternal bliss! - Isa 57:1-2;
Phillipians 1:21-22; Rev 14:13

a. " The righteous perishes, And no man takes it to heart; Merciful men are taken away, While no
one considers That the righteous is taken away from evil. He shall enter into peace; They shall
rest in their beds, Each one walking in his uprightness." (Isaiah 57:1-2, NKJV)

b.  "For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit
from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell." (Philippians 1:21-22, NKJV) 

B. You can kill a Christian but all you have done is changed his address:
1. HOW? To die is GAIN – Phil. 1:21-23 (NKJV) [23] For I am hard pressed between the two,

having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.
2. We know and are confident – 2 Cor. 5:1,8 (NKJV) ---- For we know that if our earthly house,

this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. [2] For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is
from heaven, [3] if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. [4] For we who
are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed,
that mortality may be swallowed up by life. [5] Now He who has prepared us for this very thing
is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. [6] So we are always confident, knowing
that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. [7] For we walk by faith, not
by sight. [8] We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be
present with the Lord.

C. Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord – Rev 14:13 ---- ..... ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on.’ ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works
follow them.”" (Revelation 14:13, NKJV) (Already Quoted in full)
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IV. THE DEATH-DAY of an HONORABLE PERSON IS BETTER THAN HIS BIRTHDAY
(7:1b)

A. “How different will be the state of the believer in heaven from what it is here! Here he is born to
toil and suffer weariness, but in the land of the immortal, fatigue is never known. … Here, rest is
but partial, there, it is perfect. Here, the Christian is always unsettled; he feels that he has not yet
attained. There, all are at rest; they have attained the summit of the mountain; they have ascended
to the bosom of their God. Higher they cannot go. Ah, toil-worn labourer, only think when thou
shalt rest for ever! Can’st thou conceive it?

1. “It is a rest eternal; a rest that “remaineth.” Here, my best joys bear “mortal” on their brow; my
fair flowers fade; my dainty cups are drained to dregs; my sweetest birds fall before Death’s
arrows; my most pleasant days are shadowed into nights; and the flood-tides of my bliss subside
into ebbs of sorrow; but there, everything is immortal; the harp abides unrusted, the crown
unwithered, the eye undimmed, the voice unfaltering, the heart unwavering, and the immortal
being is wholly absorbed in infinite delight.”

V. A FUNERAL IS BETTER THAN A PARTY (7:2-4)
A. Serious reflection is of more value than frivolity - James 4:8-10; 2 Cor 7:10

1. "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify
your hearts, you double-minded. Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to
mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you
up." (James 4:8-10, NKJV)

2. "For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow
of the world produces death." (2 Corinthians 7:10, NKJV) 

B. Death - an appointment all keep – Heb 9:27 ---- "And as it is appointed for men to die once, but
after this the judgment," (Hebrews 9:27, NKJV) 

1. House of mourning?
a. Better to go to a funeral home than a banquet – Better to walk through a cemetery than flower

garden –
b. House of feasting? – Place of amusement - Reckless frivolity - Banquets – Wedding receptions

– Potlucks -
c. Why is the former better than the latter?

(1) Hospitals – Nursing homes - & Funeral homes are much more educational than Sporting
events - parties – Get to gather's –

2. Death is an appointment we’ll all keep – Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV)  And as it is appointed for men
to die once, but after this the judgment,

a. To realize the reality of death can motivate us to prepare for it. - 
(1) Deut 32:29 (NKJV) ---- Oh, that they were wise, that they understood this, That they would

consider their latter end!
(2) Psalm 90:12 (NKJV) ---- So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of

wisdom.
(3) Psalm 39:4 (NKJV) ---- "Lord, make me to know my end, And what is the measure of my

days,  That I may know how frail I am. 
(4) John 16:20-21 (NKJV) ---- Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but

the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy. [21]
A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon as she
has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being
has been born into the world. 
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C. Coming face to face with reality (race car drivers are very seldom seen at the funerals of other
drivers who have died racing) should cause us to seriously reflect upon our own mortality and
current standing before God! - James 4:13-17

1. " Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year
there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow.
For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.
Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.” But now you boast
in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does
not do it, to him it is sin." (James 4:13-17, NKJV) 

D. Is it WRONG to laugh? – Ecc 3:4 ---- "A time to weep, And a time to laugh; A time to mourn,
And a time to dance;" (NKJV) ; Rom 12:15 ---- "Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with
those who weep." (Romans 12:15, NKJV) 

1. Laughter may have its place, but sorrow is superior to making  the heart better - Psa 119:67,71;
126:2; Heb 12:11

a. "Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep Your word." (Psalm 119:67, NKJV)
b. "It is good for me that I have been afflicted, That I may learn Your statutes." (Psalm 119:71,

NKJV) 
c. "Then our mouth was filled with laughter, And our tongue with singing. Then they said among

the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”" (Psalm 126:2, NKJV) 
d. "Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it

yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it." (Hebrews
12:11, NKJV) 

2. Laughter provides a temporary reprieve from the burdens of life but sorrow encourages us to
make  positive changes 

VI. Conclusion:
A. We Are Not Made “Better” by the pleasant and easy things in this life! - (Compare James 1:1-12

& Hebrews 12:1-17 ---- " Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against
Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. You have not yet resisted to
bloodshed, striving against sin. And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to
sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor be discouraged when you are
rebuked by Him; For whom the Lord loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He
receives.” If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom
a father does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers,
then you are illegitimate and not sons. Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us,
and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits
and live? For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit,
that we may be partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present,
but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have
been trained by it. Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.
Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: looking
carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause
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trouble, and by this many become defiled; lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau,
who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. For you know that afterward, when he wanted to
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it
diligently with tears." (Hebrews 12:1-17, NKJV) 

B. Do we see wisdom in:
1. Honesty & Integrity – (1a) 
2. Death - (7:1b)
3. A funeral (7:2,3)
4. Sorrow (7:3,4)

C. Will You Benefit From These Inspired Words of Wisdom?
1. Do you have your priorities in proper order?
2. Enjoy God’s blessings with thanksgiving & moderation? 
3. Accepting & learning from the hard things in life - trusting God?
4. Worship & fear God? - Eccl. 12:13,14 ---- "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear

God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all. For God will bring every work into
judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil." (NKJV) 

**** END OF PART ONE ****

Page 5 of  12



Words of Wisdom on How to Have A Meaningful Life - Eccl 7:1-14  ---- Part Two
Intro:

A. Last week we started to examine how The better things in life - Can be the most Unpleasant Things
In life.

1. To find REAL Satisfaction and Enjoyment in Life, one must:
a. Have priorities in proper order!
b. Worship & fear God!
c. Enjoy God’s blessings with thanksgiving & moderation!

2. The Truly “Blessed Life” is not produced by the pleasant and enjoyable! Eccl 7:1-4
a. Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 (NKJV) ---- 1 A good name is better than precious ointment, And the day

of death than the day of one's birth; 2 Better to go to the house of mourning Than to go to the
house of feasting, For that is the end of all men; And the living will take it to heart. 3 Sorrow
is better than laughter, For by a sad countenance the heart is made better. 4 The heart of the
wise is in the house of mourning, But the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 

B. Today we want to examine Eccl 7 vrs 5 - 14 ---- “It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise Than
for a man to hear the song of fools. 6 For like the crackling of thorns under a pot, So is the laughter
of the fool. This also is vanity. 7 Surely oppression destroys a wise man's reason, And a bribe
debases the heart. 8 The end of a thing is better than its beginning; The patient in spirit is better
than the proud in spirit. 

1. 9 Do not hasten in your spirit to be angry, For anger rests in the bosom of fools. 10 Do not say,
"Why were the former days better than these?" For you do not inquire wisely concerning this. 11
Wisdom is good with an inheritance, And profitable to those who see the sun. 

2. 12 For wisdom is a defense as money is a defense, But the excellence of knowledge is that
wisdom gives life to those who have it. 13 Consider the work of God; For who can make straight
what He has made crooked? 14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, But in the day of adversity
consider: Surely God has appointed the one as well as the other, So that man can find out nothing
that will come after him.”

C. As we examine the text once again today, we will note that these truth’s are something that men
of the world do not want to hear, yet we as Christians should desire this wisdom so that our lives
can be meaningful.   

 
II. REBUKE IS BETTER THAN A SONG (7:5-7)

A. A song MAY cause us to “FEEL” better, but a rebuked correctly received will help us to be & do
BETTER - Rev. 3:19; Prov. 9:8; 15:31,32; 17:10.

1. How do we take rebuke and instruction?
a. Proverbs 9:8 (NKJV) ---- Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; Rebuke a wise man, and

he will love you. 
b. Proverbs 15:31-32 (NKJV) ---- "The ear that hears the rebukes of life Will abide among the

wise. 
(1) He who disdains instruction despises his own soul, But he who heeds rebuke gets

understanding." (NKJV) 
c. Proverbs 17:10 (NKJV) ---- Rebuke is more effective for a wise man Than a hundred blows

on a fool.
d. Rev. 3:19 (NKJV) ---- As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and

repent. 
2. Those sobered and softened by the realities of life and death are more open to correction.

B. Flattery appeals to the ego - rebuke appeals to the humble - 1 Thess 2:5; Matt. 5:3
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1. "For neither at any time did we use flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for covetousness—
God is witness." (1 Thessalonians 2:5, NKJV) 

2. "“Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 5:3, NKJV) 
C. Vs. 7 - There is danger in extremes – Prov 30:8; Eph 6:4; 2 Sam. 12
D. Externals do not rule the spirit unless allowed – 1 Cor. 10:13; Rom 6:16-18 

1. Ungodly music does not edify – 
a. What REAL value does MOST secular music have? Soothing – Calming – agitating? -

Escapism?
b. Much of the entertainment industry deals in fantasy, thus taking our minds away from that

which is real.
2. The foolish never rebuke – 

a. They never rebuke themselves – they may rebuke the wise!
b. Therefore they never become wise – They never grow spiritually

III. THE END IS BETTER THAN THE BEGINNING (7:8)
A. The benefits of a worthy goal are realized in the end – not the beginning of a thing.

1. Completion is realized in the end – not the beginning of a thing.
a. A Task – Cannot be judged successful until completed -
b. A Marriage – Marriages should be stronger in the end than the beginning - 
c. A Life – Purpose is realized only while living . . . As we get older we should be reaching for

perfection.
2. We cannot see the overall picture many times – But God does!!

a. “With patient mind thy course of duty run: God nothing does, nor suffers to be done, But thou
wouldst do thyself, couldst thou but see The and of all events, as well as He.”

B. A Worthy Task –A Marriage – A Christian’s Life – 2 Tim 4:6-10; Rev 2:10
1. " For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on
that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. Be diligent to come
to me quickly; for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for
Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia." (2 Timothy 4:6-10, NKJV) 

2. "Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw
some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be
faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life." (Revelation 2:10, NKJV) 

C. There are some things in which the end is NOT better!! - Prov 5:4; 23:32
1. "But in the end she is bitter as wormwood, Sharp as a two-edged sword." (Proverbs 5:4, NKJV)
2.  "At the last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper." (Proverbs 23:32, NKJV) 

IV. PATIENCE IS BETTER THAN RASHNESS OF PRIDE (7:8,9) 
A. Pride rest in the heart of the foolish and leads to and and destructive rash actions - 7:9; Prov.

13:10; 16:18
1. "By pride comes nothing but strife, But with the well-advised is wisdom." (Proverbs 13:10,

NKJV)
2. "Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall." (Proverbs 16:18, NKJV) 

B. Patience is a virtue to be pursued by the man of God & indicative of wisdom - cf. 1Tim. 6:11; Tit
2:2; Prov. 14:29

1. " But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,

Page 7 of  12



patience, gentleness." (1 Timothy 6:11, NKJV) 
2. "that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in patience;" (Titus 2:2,

NKJV) 
3. "He who is slow to wrath has great understanding, But he who is impulsive exalts folly."

(Proverbs 14:29, NKJV) 
C. Patience works completeness - James 1:2-20 ----  " My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into

various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But
let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed
by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, but the
rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. For no sooner has the sun
risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance
perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits. Blessed is the man who endures
temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has
promised to those who love Him. Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when
he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth
to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights,
with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. Of His own will He brought us forth by the
word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures. So then, my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man does not produce
the righteousness of God." (NKJV) 

1. Brings forth fruit – Luke 8:15 — "But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who,
having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience." (Luke
8:15, NKJV) 

2. Necessary to salvation - Prov. 14:29; Rom. 2:7; Heb. 10:36
a. "eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and

immortality;" (Romans 2:7, NKJV) 
b. "For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive

the promise:" (Hebrews 10:36, NKJV) 
3. Patience is produced by a humble, trusting faith - James 5:11 ---- "Indeed we count them blessed

who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the
Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful." (NKJV) 

D. Thus the need for patience –
1. Cannot be judged until finished – 

a. Matthew 13:37-43 (NKJV)   He answered and said to them: "He who sows the good seed is
the Son of Man. [38] The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but
the tares are the sons of the wicked one. [39] The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the
harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. [40] Therefore as the tares are
gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. [41] The Son of Man will
send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those
who practice lawlessness, [42] and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing
and gnashing of teeth. [43] Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!
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2.  Patience works completeness – 1

a. James 1:4 (NKJV) ---- But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking nothing. 

3. Brings forth fruit – 
a. Luke 8:15 (NKJV) ---- But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard

the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. 
4. Patience has its rewards – 

a. James 5:11 (NKJV) ---- Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the
perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord--that the Lord is very compassionate
and merciful. 

5. Patience demands humility to trust - Foolish pride is rash – 
a. Proverbs 14:17 (NKJV) ---- A quick-tempered man acts foolishly,  And a man of wicked

intentions is hated. 
b. Job was not guilty of this – “curse God and die his wife said...” 

V. LIVING IN “TODAY” IS BETTER THAN LIVING IN THE PAST (7:10)
A. Not instructing us to forget the past, (The present state of things is a product of history - and we

are instructed many times in scripture to remember - Luke 17:32; 1 Cor. 10:1-13; Rev 2:5;3:3;
2 Pet 1:12-15).

1. "Remember Lot’s wife." (Luke 17:32, NKJV)
2. " Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud,

all passed through the sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the
same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock
that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. But with most of them God was not well pleased,
for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. Now these things became our examples, to the
intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. And do not become idolaters
as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play.” Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three
thousand fell; nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by
serpents; nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed
lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation
will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it." (1 Corinthians 10:1-13,
NKJV) 

B. The warning is to those who become discontent with & complain about their lot, longing for the
good old days (v. 10; Phil. 4:10-13).

1. " But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though
you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have
learned in whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to
abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." (Philippians
4:10-13, NKJV)  

C. What about “The Good Ole Days” ??– Can be a legitimate question – 2 Tim. 3:13 

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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1. 2 Tim. 3:13 (NKJV) ---- But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and
being deceived. 

2. Certainly we can see the moral degrading of our society
a. We also need to remember the mistakes of the past to the extent that we learn from them and

not repeat them!
b. But also can be a sign of discontentment – 
c. The elderly – Wanting to be young again – Agonizing over not being able to do the things you

used to do - 
d. The Hurting – Wanting to remove the painful events in our lives to the point of doubting God’s

goodness and wisdom.
e. Longing for the past when things were pleasant . . . Relationships were in tact - 

VI. WISDOM IS BETTER THAN WEALTH (7:11-12)
A. Both wisdom and inherited wealth are good – BUT – wisdom is far better – (Prov 8:11) 

1. "For wisdom is better than rubies, And all the things one may desire cannot be compared with
her." (NKJV) 

B. Wisdom & money are said to be a defense – But only wisdom can give life!!! - (Prov 3:13-23)
1.  "Happy is the man who finds wisdom, And the man who gains understanding; For her proceeds

are better than the profits of silver, And her gain than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies,
And all the things you may desire cannot compare with her. Length of days is in her right hand,
In her left hand riches and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are peace.
She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, And happy are all who retain her. The Lord by
wisdom founded the earth; By understanding He established the heavens; By His knowledge the
depths were broken up, And clouds drop down the dew. My son, let them not depart from your
eyes— Keep sound wisdom and discretion; So they will be life to your soul And grace to your
neck. Then you will walk safely in your way, And your foot will not stumble." (3:13-23, NKJV) 

C. An inheritance given to our children is truly good ONLY if we first give them wisdom. (Matt.
16:26)

1. "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will
a man give in exchange for his soul?" (NKJV) 

VII. ACCEPTANCE IS BETTER THAN ANGER or WORRY (7:13,14)
A. The Value of Humility (7:13-14)

1. The Value of Humility - realizing we are beings living in a fallen world - (1:15; Gen 3:16-19;
Rom 5:12)

a. "What is crooked cannot be made straight, And what is lacking cannot be numbered."
(Ecclesiastes 1:15, NKJV) 

b. "To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain you
shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.”
Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from
the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for
your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall
bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of your face you shall
eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to
dust you shall return.”" (Genesis 3:16-19, NKJV) 

c. " Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus
death spread to all men, because all sinned—" (Romans 5:12, NKJV) 
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2. When trials & hardships come, we may be tempted to be angry & bitter - (James 1:2-20)
{already quoted}

3. There is great value in trusting contentment - (Phili 4:10-13; Matt. 6:25-34)
a. " But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again;

though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. Not that I speak in regard to need, for
I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how
to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both
to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."
(Philippians 4:10-13, NKJV) 

b. "“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink;
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? Which of you by
worrying can add one cubit to his stature? “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of
the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe
you, O you of little faith? “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble." (Matthew 6:25-36, NKJV) 

B. There are many things beyond our control!! – (1:15)
C. There is nothing wrong with changing the things we can – But we must learn to accept the things

we cannot change – We need to learn & understand the difference.

VIII. Conclusion:
A. We Are Not Made “Better” by the pleasant and easy things in this life! - (Compare James 1:1-12

& Hebrews 12:1-17 ---- " Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against
Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. You have not yet resisted to
bloodshed, striving against sin. And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to
sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor be discouraged when you are
rebuked by Him; For whom the Lord loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He
receives.” If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom
a father does not chasten? But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers,
then you are illegitimate and not sons. Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us,
and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits
and live? For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit,
that we may be partakers of His holiness. Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present,
but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have
been trained by it. Therefore strengthen the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and
make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.
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Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord: looking
carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause
trouble, and by this many become defiled; lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau,
who for one morsel of food sold his birthright. For you know that afterward, when he wanted to
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it
diligently with tears." (Hebrews 12:1-17, NKJV) 

B. Do we see wisdom in:
1. Honesty & Integrity – (1a) 
2. Death - (7:1b)
3. A funeral (7:2,3)
4. Sorrow (7:3,4)
5. Rebuke (7:5-7)
6. Patience (7:8-10)
7. Wisdom over money (7:11-12)
8. Of Humility (7:13-14)

C. Will You Benefit From These Inspired Words of Wisdom?
1. Have priorities in proper order?
2. Enjoy God’s blessings with thanksgiving & moderation? 
3. Accepting & learning from the hard things in life - trusting God?
4. Worship & fear God? - Ecc 12:13,14 ---- "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear

God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all. For God will bring every work into
judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil." (NKJV) 
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