
THE INVITATION OF OUR LORD
Matt. 11:28-30

Intro:
A. In today's times there seem to be just a host of different invitations that we receive.

1. Invitations are common....Weddings, Birthdays, Formal occasions, Anniversary, Parties of all
types and nature..ect.

2. As common as the invitations are there is also the common understanding that it is just
impossible to keep and attend all of those received.

3. I also believe that even though so many invitations are sent out, there is the certainty of not
everyone who receives the invitation will be able to attend.

B. However, this morning I want to spend some time in discussing the invitation that NO MAN ,
WOMAN OR CHILD ACCOUNTABLE FOR THEIR ACTIONS SHOULD MISS OR TURN
DOWN.
1. That is the invitation of the Lord found in Matt. 11:28-30.
2. This is the greatest invitation ever extended not because of:

a. The high price of the card.
b. The Quality paper that it is written on.
c. Or the social prestige that comes with the invitation.

3. But rather because of:
a. Him who gave it --- the greatest of all - John 8:12 ; 10:10 ; John 1:1,14.
b. The fact that this invitation pertains to the Spiritual ---where as all others pertain to the

physical -John 4:9-10 , 13-14.
c. That it is UNIVERSAL in scope, not limited to acquaintances - Rev 22:17 ; Mark 16:15 ;

John 3:16 ; Matt 28:19.
d. It is the invitation that has the greatest offering, blessing and rewards ---Eph 1:3 ; I Peter

1:3 ; II Peter 1:3.
C. It is therefore with this in mind that I want to spend sometime over the next two Sunday's discussing

the important principles that are bound up in the  INVITATION OF OUR LORD.

II. "COME UNTO ME" vrs 28(a)

A. Firstly we need to note that  the Word "Come" denotes action on our part.
1. Christ has already "come" and died for us, it is now for us to "come" to HIM.

B. Secondly the word "come" implies an invitation and not a forced action.
1. Psa. 110:3 ; Rev. 22:17 ; Rev 3:20.

C. Thirdly the word "come" implies that we have the power to accept the call.
1. It can be clearly seen that it is not something to wait for, see or feel or hear.
2. But rather the power we have to accept the initiation is found in our:

a. Hearing the Word of God...Rom 10:17 
b. Our believing and obeying the Gospel of Christ....I Peter 1:22 ; Rom 6:17-18.
c. God has called and invites by means of the Gospel of Christ...Rom 1:16 ; II Thess. 2:13-14.

(1) The only way to come to Christ is Through active obedience to His Will. 
(2) There will be a few from every nation that does such...Acts 10:34-35.

D. Fourthly we need to "Come Unto Me" -- that is to say "Come unto Christ".
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1. Here it is clearly seen that there is restriction on the initiation.
a. Man cannot just Go where he wants, do what he wants to, or say what he wants to, but rather

those who heed this invitation of the Lord's COME, DO AND SAY AS CHRIST WANTS
THEM TOO.

2. Our obedience is to Christ and His word.
a. John 14:6 ; Acts 4:12 ; John 10:1,9 ...Christ the Way.
b. Obedience to His will...Heb. 5:8 ; cf John 4:34 ; 10:17-18.

3. Man cannot be saved based upon his own actions...ie a good moral life, by being righteous ect,
(although these are important characteristics of a Christian) one can only be saved by 'Coming
unto Christ.
a. Come in Obedience..I Peter 4:19 ; II Thess 1:6-9.
b. By coming the way Christ has laid out for us to come...eg. Cornelius..Acts 10:1-4 ; 11:14

; 10:48 for what purpose...Acts 2:38..remission of sins.

E. Let us now look at the second part of vrs 28.

III. "ALL YE THAT LABOR (WEARY Niv) AND ARE HEAVY LADEN"

A. This shows us that Christ and the sinner are separated from each other, but that Christ has extended
His hand of help....Is. 59:1-2.
1. The responsibility in now for ALL to reach out and grab on to Christ's Helping Hand.
2. "All Ye" implies that each and every one of us need this help...Rom. 3:23 ; I John 1:8-10 —

a. Universal Need --- Rom. 5:8

B. "YOU ARE LOST" but one will not reach out for help unless he first Comes to the realization that
he needs Help.
1. Illust. Alcoholics ann....The entrant must first acknowledge that he is an acholic and he is in need

of help.
2. The only way one comes to the realization that they are in sin and in need of Help is through the

study of God's Word...Psa. 119:104 ; Rom. 3:20 ; John 16:8.

C. Thirdly we can see that it is Burdensome or labor under the bondage of sin.
1. We are slaves to sin but made free by Jesus Christ...Rom 6:6 ,16.
2. One must feel the guilt of sin and want deliverance ..Rom 7:24.

D. Fourthly we see that Christ refuses no one who is heavy laden with sin...I Tim. 1:15.
1. Christ law is not for the righteous, but for those who need salvation....I Tim. 1:8-10, it is for this

reason that Christ came into the world...Luke 19:10.

E. Fithly we see that once again it is the sinner who is to come.
1. Man has need of reconciliation to God, not God to man...II Cor. 5:20 ; Eph 2:16.
2. The mourners bench, call to the altar, praying through has this in the reversed order.

a. Christ will come to you and tell you that you are saved.

IV. "AND I WILL GIVE YOU REST -- REST UNTO YOUR SOULS.

A. This is the chief benefit of coming to Christ, Rest for our wearied soul.
1. Receive Rest from Guilt and burden of sins –
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a. Matt 1:21 ; John 1:29 ; Acts 5:30-31 ; Heb. 8:12 ; I John 1:9 ; 2:2.
2. Receive rest from the fear of death - both physical and spiritual...Heb. 2:14-15

a. It is hence that we can read such scripture as Phil. 1:23 ; II Cor. 5:1-4 ; I Cor. 15:55-57 ;
I John 5:13... with the same type of assurance of eternal life.

3. We will receive Rest in the eternal Home-- John 14:1-4.
a. Heb. 4:9-11 ; Rev 14:13 ; Gal 6:9.
b. And not in the eternal home of sorrow , Pain and suffering...Rev. 21:8.

B. This promise is to all who will just come and accept the invitation of the Lord.
1. WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO GAIN BY DELAY, THE POSSIBILITY OF LOSING YOUR

SOUL ETERNALLY.

V. "TAKE MY YOKE UPON YOU"

A. Here it is first to be noticed that the voluntary acceptance is no longer applicable. 
1. The voluntary acceptance was to "come", however having come we no longer are subject to our

own voluntary actions but are now confined to the subjection of Him Whom Called....ie JESUS
CHRIST.

B. Secondly the term "take" implies effort, implies action our part:
1. Acts 2:40-41 ......"The outcome of their action was salvation from the perverse generation.
2. Phil. 2:12 ; I Peter 1:17 ...one must work at salvation even after coming to the Lord.
3. James 1:22 ;25 ...one must be a doer of the work.
4. From these scriptural examples we can clearly see that salvation is not something that we just

sit back and take it easy. 
a. Although the plan of salvation is already established we who come to Christ must also accept

the fact that we have to work diligently at maintaining our salvation.
b. Rev. 2:10 ; I Cor. 15:58 : I Cor. 9:27 ; 
c. The danger of not heading this advice is found in I Cor. 10:12.

5. Thus if we are going to come to Christ and accept the invitation we also need to come with the
desire to work.

C. The term "MY" is a restrictive word in this passage.
1. By coming to Christ for the rest of our labors, we also need to realize that a restriction applies

to what follows.
a. The "My" here implies that we need to follow Christ's will....Matt 7:24 ; John 14:15 which

is not His own but the will of the Father who gave it to Him....Matt. 7:21; Luke 22:42;
John 5:30; 6:38- 40 ; 7:16-17.

2. One who has accepted the invitation of our Lord, needs also to realize that he gives up:
a. His own will... I John 2:15-16...This is the will of man that leads to destruction, but the will

that leads to eternal life is the Father's Will... Vrs 17 (b).
b. The will of his parents...Matt. 10:37.
c. Must not follow the will of the preacher or teacher...Matt. 7:15 ; 15:9 ; II Peter 2:1-3.
d. Nor the will of the church...not every church of from God... Matt.15:13.
e. Nor shall he follow any other mans will...Col 2:8.

3. The reason that we are restricted to Christ's will is because it is the way unto salvation...Rom
1:16 and those who follow not the will of Christ have not God...II John.9.

D. By coming to Christ we must realize that there is a "burden to bear". We cannot come to Christ with
just good intentions....James 2:15-16.
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1. As someone once said..."The road to hell is paved with good intentions" --- so likewise is our
coming to Christ.

2. Good intentions are useless unless they are carried out...
a. Intend to obey the gospel, but doesn't... II Thess. 1:6-7.
b. I intend to be more faithful, but doesn't... Heb. 10:25 ; James 4:17.
c. I intend to stop drinking, but doesn't ... I Cor. 6:10.
d. I intend to do good, but doesn't...James 4:17.
e. What good do these intentions do if they are not carried out?

E. What "Yoke" or "Burdens" must we bear?
1. Bear our own...Gal. 6:5.
2. Bear the burdens of those who are weak...Rom 15:1
3. Bear the burden of tribulation...Acts 14:22; James 1:2-4 ; Rev. 2:10.
4. Bear the cross of Christ...Matt.10:38...why? .... I Peter 1:6-9.

F. We also see in this statement that this is a personal responsibility and not a congregational
responsibility.
1. Prove your own work...Gal. 6:4-5.
2. Work out your own salvation...Phil. 2:12.

G. The importance of coming to this realization is in that fact that we can be found worthy of Christ
when he returns for the saints.

VI. "AND LEARN FROM ME"

A. Christ is the greatest example to learn from as He was found without sin...I Peter 2:21-22.
B. If we learn from Christ then: 

1. God will be seen in Us...John 17:3 .
2. We will be thoroughly equipped for good works.. II Tim 3:17. 
3. We will not be unwise...Eph 5:17 . 
4. And we will not be conformed to this world, wherein is sin...Rom 12:2.

C. How do we learn "of Christ"?
1. We need to search the scriptures...II Tim. 2:15.
2. It is in the scriptures that we find the truth...John 16:13-14; John 17:17.

a. One needs to realize that the same way that we learn almost everything in life....through
study, through practice, and through making mistakes...is also applicable to learning from
Christ.

b. Knowing that if we do make a mistake we have Christ as our advocate with the Father.
D. We need to learn from Christ when we are put to the test...Matt. 4:1-11.
E. Learn from Christ when we tire from persecution...Heb. 12:2-4.
F. Learn from Christ when our own interests centers in ourselves...Rom. 15:3 ;  Luke 22:42.

VII. "FOR I AM MEEK AND LOWLY IN HEART"

A. Here Christ is pleading with you on the basis of His character.
1. If this does not break your heart, nothing will...Rom 2:5.

B. One of the greatest comforts that we receive from Christ is Rest as well as the comfort that Christ
is able to understand what we are going through.
1. Heb. 4:15-16 ; 7:25.

C. Christ came not into this world to condemn the world, the world was already condemned in their
sins, but rather He came to seek and save the lost...John 3:17. 
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1. Christ came and bore our sins upon the cross... I Peter 2:24-25.
D. Read the words of "Jesus is tenderly calling Today"

VIII. "FOR MY YOKE IS EASY AND MY BURDEN IS LIGHT"

A. Many do not want to become Christians for fear that they will have to give up everything they do.
1. I cannot promise you that you will not have to give up anything, because in becoming a Christian

one has to subject all to Christ.
2. However when one looks at the great reward that awaits those who are faithful, the things that

we give up on earth is nothing to compare.
B. Our love for Christ will make His commandments not burdensome...I John 5:3. 

1. Our love for Christ will want us to present our bodies as living sacrifices....Rom 12:1.
2. There are many religions that have taken this beyond what is commanded, and have made

religion to be a burden, but Christ's commandments are not burdensome.
C. Christ's demands are not unreasonable...John 14:15 ; II John 6.

1. His demands are that we Hear the word...Rom 10:17 
a. Believe the word ...Acts 16:31 ; John 8:24 ;        
b. Repent...II Cor. 7:8-10 ;
c. Confess...Rom 10:10 ; and 
d. Be baptized...Mk 16:16 ; Acts 2:28 ; Acts 22:16 ; I Peter 3:20-21.

D. These demands are light and easy when compared with that great reward...Rom 8:18 ; II Cor. 4:17.
E. These burdens are made easy because our Lord helps us to bear them...Phil 4:13 ; Psa. 55:22.

IX. Concl:
A. This is the greatest invitation that we will ever receive, let us read it once again ...Matt 11:28-31 and

let us understand what the will of the Lord is.
B. Let us take Christ's yoke upon us and let us faithfully obey and follow Him is all ways.
C. Will You not come to CHRIST TODAY?
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