
It is Well With My Soul - Song # 626 (Hymns for Worship)
Introduction:

A. There are times when everything goes right . . .and we are at peace within ourselves.
1. But Then ....

a. Health problems develop . . .
b. A loved one dies . . .
c. A marriage goes bad . . .
d. A job is lost . . .
e. Financial problems come up . . .

2. There becomes a strong temptation to sin . . .and lose our faith and way as we forget about
our source of strength and comfort.
a. We may even look in wrong places to find a source of comfort.
b. But, when we get to this point brethren we must endure and stand strong in the

turmoil’s of life, and learn from one who suffered greater hardships in his life -
wrote down those words of comfort that we sing today in the song - “It is well
with my soul”.

B. In the dark, icy waters of the North Atlantic, the Ville de Havre collided with another ship off the
coast of New Foundland. Only 47 of the hundreds on board survived, Spafford's wife Anna was
one of the survivors. All four daughters perished. When Anna reached Wales she sent Horatio a
telegram that read simply: "Saved alone."
1. With all five of his children now gone and a grieving wife across the Atlantic, Spafford was

now facing the billows of sorrow. He rushed to New York, departing on the first available
ship. As the ship rolled across the waves of the cold, dark Atlantic, the captain summoned
Spafford to the bridge. Pointing to an area off ship's bow, he explained to Spafford that
this is the area in which the Ville de Havre had gone down. Alone, Spafford  bundled up
and walked to the bow. Gazing out into the darkness with the moonlight dancing on the
cold waves he penned these words. "When peace like a river attendeth my way, When
sorrows like sea billows roll; Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it
is well with my soul."  

2. What faith it must have taken for this man who had just lost four precious daughters and
a son previously to death to say "it is well with my soul". 
a. That is the type of faith I strive for, an "it is well with my soul" faith.
b. A faith that no matter what befalls me to be able to say, "OK God, you're in

control, my life and everything in it is yours, so whatever happens...good or bad...it
is OK with me".

3. My friends, to be honest with you, I am far from that. I do hope that slowly, day by day
I am acquiring that faith, but I'm not there yet.
a. As "the sea billows roll" in my life I tend to whine and complain. I find myself

asking God "why" when I should be asking Him "How?" 
(1) When I do have my fleeting moments of "It is well" faith, I can faintly hear

God saying "Just be patient and know that I will NEVER, NEVER,
NEVER leave you or forsake you". - Hebrews 13:5

b. Below is the rest of "It Is Well With My Soul"  "Though Satan should buffet,
Though trials should come, Let this blest assurance control, That Christ hath
regarded my helpless estate, And hath shed His own blood for my soul. It is well,
it is well with my soul.  My sin-O the bliss of this glorious thought, My sin, not in
part, but the whole, Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more: Praise the Lord,
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praise the Lord, O my soul! It is well, it is well with my soul. And Lord haste the
day when my faith shall be sight,  The clouds be rolled back as a scroll: The trump
shall resound and the Lord shall descend, Even so-It is well with my soul. It is
well, It is well with my soul.”

C. As we examine the lyrics of this song let us take the time to just stop and reflect on the
applications we can make from each verse.

II. In Every Circumstance we can say:
A. "When peace like a river attendeth my way, When sorrows like sea billows roll; Whatever my lot,

Thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well with my soul." 
1. Be anxious for nothing – Phili 4:4-7; Rom. 8:28-39

a. Philippians 4:4-7 - 4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!5 Let
your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.6 Be anxious for
nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God;7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

b. Romans 8:28-39 - 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.29 For whom
He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren.30 Moreover whom He
predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and
whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these
things? If God is for us, who can be against us?32 He who did not spare His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give
us all things?33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies.34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is
also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for
us.35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?36 As it is written:  
“For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us.38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,39 nor height nor
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2. Think Right – Phili 4:8; Mat 6:19-23
a. Philippians 4:8 - 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are

noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are
lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is
anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.

b. Matthew 6:19-23 - 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;20 “but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal.21 “For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also. 22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good,
your whole body will be full of light.23 “But if your eye is bad, your whole body
will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great
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is that darkness! 
3. LEARNING to be CONTENT– Phili 4:11,12

a. Philippians 4:11-12 - 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in
whatever state I am, to be content:12 I know how to be abased, and I know how
to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

4. We must build our life on the solid foundation  - trusting God and in His Word the
promises He has made to us. –Mat 7:24-26; Prov 10:25; Phili 4:13
a. Matthew 7:24-26 - 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does

them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock:25 “and the
rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and
it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.26 “But everyone who hears these
sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand:

b. Proverbs 10:25 - 25 When the whirlwind passes by, the wicked is no more, But the
righteous has an everlasting foundation.

c. Philippians 4:13 - 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

III. Because of the Grace of God we truly can say....
A. "Though Satan should buffet, Though trials should come, Let this blest assurance control, That

Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, And hath shed His own blood for my soul. It is well, it
is well with my soul. 
1. Satan’s goal is to destroy us – 1 Peter 5:8; Eph 6:10-18

a. 1 Peter 5:8 - 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

b. Ephesians 6:10-13 - 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might.11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil.12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.13
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

B. God on the other hand cares for us – He has provided for our every need – 1 Pet 5:7,9-10; Eph.
6:10-18; 
1. 1 Peter 5:7,9-10 - 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 9 Resist him,

steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world.10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and
settle you.

2. Our greatest need is the salvation of our souls –Luke 12:15-21; John 3:16; Rom. 5:8,9;
Eph 2:8-10.
a. Luke 12:15-21 - 15 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness,

for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”16 Then
He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded
plentifully.17 “And he thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have
no room to store my crops?’18 “So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my
barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods.19 ‘And
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I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take
your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” ’20 “But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night
your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have
provided?’21 “So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward
God.” 

b. Romans 5:8-9 - 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.9 Much more then, having now been justified
by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

c. Ephesians 2:8-10 - 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God,9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.10 For
we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

IV. Because I am right with God I can say ....
A. “My sin-O the bliss of this glorious thought, My sin, not in part, but the whole, Is nailed to the

cross, and I bear it no more: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! It is well, it is well with
my soul.”
1. I have believed and obeyed the gospel – My sins have been forgiven Acts 2:38; 22:16;

Gal. 3:26,27;  Rom. 6:3-22; 1 Pet. 3:21; Eph 4:32; Col. 2:12
a. Acts 22:16 - 16 ‘And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash

away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’
b. Galatians 3:26-27 - 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.27

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
B. No matter my physical circumstance – I have cause to praise the Lord –Job 1:20-21; Acts 16:25

1. Job 1:20-21 - 20 Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and he fell to the
ground and worshiped.21 And he said:  “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And
naked shall I return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be the
name of the LORD.”

V. Because of the Lord’s Promise of His return I can say ....
A. “And Lord haste the day when my faith shall be sight,  The clouds be rolled back as a scroll: The

trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, Even so-It is well with my soul. It is well, It is
well with my soul.”
1. By faith - I am looking for the that eternal city – Hebrews 11:13-16

a. Hebrews 11:13-16 - 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.14 For those who say such
things declare plainly that they seek a homeland.15 And truly if they had called to
mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had
opportunity to return.16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city
for them.

2. I am serving Jesus and He will reward me when He returns– Mat. 25:34, Col. 3:24; Rev
22:12-14 
a. Colossians 3:24 - 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of

the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.
b. Revelation 22:12-14 - 12 “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is
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with Me, to give to every one according to his work.13 “I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”14 Blessed are those
who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and
may enter through the gates into the city.

B. These are comforting words to the righteous – 1 Thes. 4:13-18; 5:10,11
1. 1 Thessalonians 5:10-11- 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should

live together with Him.11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you
also are doing.

VI. Conclusion:
A. In Every Circumstance

1. Because of The Grace of God
2. Because I Am Right With God
3. Because The Lord Is Returning

B. Psa. 46:1-11
1. God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not

fear,  Even though the earth be removed, And though the mountains be carried into the
midst of the sea; 3 Though its waters roar and be troubled, Though the mountains shake
with its swelling. Selah  4 There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city of God,
The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High.  5 God is in the midst of her, she shall
not be moved; God shall help her, just at the break of dawn. 6 The nations raged, the
kingdoms were moved; He uttered His voice, the earth melted. 7 The LORD of hosts is
with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, 
Who has made desolations in the earth. 9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; He
breaks the bow and cuts the spear in two;  He burns the chariot in the fire. 10 Be still, and
know that I am God;  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah 

C. The Question then to ask your self today - Are All things Well with your Soul?
1. In Every Circumstance?
2. Have You Accepted God’s Grace?
3. Are You Right With God?
4. Are you Ready To Meet The Lord?
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