
Yes - There Is There A Hell, and Its Real!

Intro:
A. “The last sermon on hell I heard, I preached myself and that was 30 years ago” --Kenneth S. Kantzer.

1. “Hell disappeared and no one noticed” --Martin Marty.
2. “The Church of England has recently done away with ‘hell.’ Its Commission on doctrine has

substituted ‘total nonbeing’ for hell” --Jurgen Motlmann.
3. “…No traditional Christian doctrine has been so widely abandoned as that of eternal punishment.

Its advocates must be fewer than ever before. The alternative interpretation of hell as annihilation
seems to have prevailed even among many of the more conservative theologians” – Richard
Buckham. 

B. The Survey says:
C. Promises of immortal salvation or fear of eternal damnation are both illusory and harmful. They

distract humans from present concerns, from self-actualization, and from rectifying social injustices.
Modern science discredits such historic concepts as the “ghost in the machine” and “separable soul.”
Rather, science affirms that the human species is an emergence from natural evolutionary forces. As
far as we know, the total personality is a function of the biological organism transacting in a social
and cultural context. There is no credible evidence that life survives the death of the body. We
continue to exist in our progeny and in the way that our lives have influenced others in our culture
(Humanist Manifesto II, 1973).

D. Many False Views of Hell
1. Atheist / Humanist – No such thing - - -
2. Buddhist - Hell is temporary for its inhabitants – Life is cyclic. 
3. Jehovah’s Witnesses  - Teach that man does not have an eternal soul –
4. Seventh Day Adventist’s – Teach that eternal existence is conditional.
5. Catholicism – Purgatory -  Second chance - 
6. Sadly even among those who profess to be NT Christians:

a. Edward Fudge - He has done a work for the Seventh Day Adventists denying the biblical
concept of the eternal punishment of the wicked.  He was a leader in the Grace-Unity
movement among churches of Christ.
(1) “The wicked, following whatever degree and duration of pain that God may justly inflict,

will finally and truly die, perish and become extinct for ever and ever” (Fudge, 1982, p.
425).

b. Stephen Clark Goad - “Jesus spoke of  eternal punishment but He never hinted of continual
torture of souls that live on and on in some state of anguish and torment.” (Goad’s articles
occasionally appear in Liberal Christian Journals).

c. F. LaGard Smith ---- God will destroy (the soul).  Not punish it. Not dangle with it. Not
torture it.” (“A Christian Response to the New Age Movement,” Tape 3). [F. LaGard
Smith has also published a book entitled “The After Life” in which he has denied the eternal
conscious punishment of the wicked soul]. 

d. John Clayton ---- John Clayton is a popular speaker among institutional churches. Gave
Fudge’s book an enthusiastic recommendation while himself confessing: “I have never been
able to be comfortable with the position that a person who rejected God should suffer forever
and ever” (The Spiritual Sword, April 1997, p. 35).

e. Brother  Homer Hailey  sadly taught in a book published shortly after his death  that the
wicked soul  is annihilated. 
(1) This verse [Rev. 20:10] is often quoted to prove the eternal existence, suffering, and
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torment of wicked humanity. It should be mentioned of whom John spoke: Satan, the
beast, and the false prophet. Wicked humans are not mentioned here, but are dealt with
in the verses which follow, 20:14-15. The beast and false prophet were cast alive into the
lake, as was the devil. It was these three who would be tormented day and night for ever
(Homer Hailey, God’s Judgments and Punishments, p. 177).

(2) The first death pertained to the physical life and death; the second pertained to end of
each. Death and Hades and the wicked, those whose names were not written in the book
of life, existence came to an end in the lake of fire (Ibid., p. 178).

(3) Sodom and Gomorrah left the  spiritual or moral realm in which God intended man should
live, for a lifestyle of lust. God rained brimstone and fire upon them, totally destroying the
cities. The destruction was so complete that their location is uncertain, not a vestige of
either city has yet been confirmed. Jude says, These “are set forth as an example, suffering
the punishment of eternal fire” (v. 7)…If they serve as an example, what do they teach
except that those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire are to exist no more? (Ibid.,
pp. 141-142).

E. We must declare ---- “All the Counsel of God”
1. In order to be a faithful steward of the Gospel as an evangelist, one must preach “all the counsel

of God” (Acts 20:27).
2. “All the counsel of God” includes Bible teaching about Hell.
3. In order to be a faithful steward of the Gospel as an evangelist, one must preach Bible teaching

about Hell.

II. The Term “Hell” Is Found 23 Times In the New Testament
A. Three different Greek words for the term hell in the KJV:

1. Hades –(11) The unseen realm – realm of disembodied spirits  - Acts 2:27, 31;  Rev 20:13
a. Acts 2:27,31 ---- 27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy

One to see corruption. 31 “he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the
Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.

b. Revelation 20:13 ---- 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades
delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his
works.

2. Tartarus – (1) chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;  2Pet. 2:4
a. 2 Peter 2:4 ---- 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell

and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;
3. Gehenna -  (12) Mt 10:28; Mk 9:43,45,47

a. Matthew 10:28 ---- 28 “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

b. Mark 9:43,45,47 ---- 43 “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to
enter into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall
never be quenched—45 “And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to
enter life lame, rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never
be quenched—47 “And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter
the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire—

B. Revelation 20:13 ---- 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered
up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.
1. The sea gave up the dead—Those who had been drowned in it, and those millions slain in naval

contests, who had no other grave.
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2. And death—All who died by any kind of disease. Death is here personified, and represented as
a keeper of defunct human beings; probably no more than earth or the grave is meant, as properly
belonging to the empire of death.

3. And hell—ιδης, Hades, the place of separate spirits. The sea and death have the bodies of all
human beings; hades has their spirits. That they may be judged, and punished or rewarded
according to their works, their bodies and souls must be reunited; hades, therefore, gives up the
spirits; and the sea and the earth give up the bodies.

C. Revelation 20:14 ---- 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second
death.
1. And death and hell were cast into the lake—Death himself is now abolished, and the place for

separate spirits no longer needful. All dead bodies and separated souls being rejoined, and no
more separation of bodies and souls by death to take place, consequently the existence of these
things is no farther necessary. ---- Adam Clarke's Commentary

III. The Prophets Taught That Hell Is Real
A. Deuteronomy 32:22 ---- 22 For a fire is kindled by my anger, And shall burn to the lowest hell; It

shall consume the earth with her increase, And set on fire the foundations of the mountains.
B. Psalm 9:17 ---- 17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, And all the nations that forget God.
C. Ecclesiastes 11:9; 12:14  ---- 9 Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, And let your heart cheer you

in the days of your youth; Walk in the ways of your heart, And in the sight of your eyes; But know
that for all these God will bring you into judgment.
1. Ecclesiastes 12:4 ---- 4 When the doors are shut in the streets, And the sound of grinding is low;

When one rises up at the sound of a bird, And all the daughters of music are brought low;
D. Isaiah 66:24  ---- 24 “And they shall go forth and look Upon the corpses of the men Who have

transgressed against Me. For their worm does not die, And their fire is not quenched. They shall be
an abhorrence to all flesh.”

E. Daniel 12:2 ---- 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to
everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt.

F. Jude 13- 15 ---- 13 raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for whom
is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied
about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints,15 “to
execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which
they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have
spoken against Him.”

IV. The Lord Taught That Hell Is Real
A. Matthew 5:29 ---- 29 “If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it

is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into
hell.

B. Matthew 7:13 ---- 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads
to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.

C. Matthew 8:12 ---- 12 “But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

D. Matthew 10:28 ---- 28 “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather
fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

E. Matthew 13:41-50 ---- 41 “The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His
kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness,42 “and will cast them into the
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furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.43 “Then the righteous will shine forth
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 44 “Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant seeking beautiful pearls,46 “who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold
all that he had and bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into
the sea and gathered some of every kind,48 “which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they
sat down and gathered the good into vessels, but threw the bad away.49 “So it will be at the end of
the age. The angels will come forth, separate the wicked from among the just,50 “and cast them into
the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”

F. Matthew 25:41-46 ---- 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you
cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:42 ‘for I was hungry and you
gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink;43 ‘I was a stranger and you did not take
Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’44 “Then they
also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked
or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’45 “Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly,
I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’46
“And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

G. Mark 9:44-48 ---- 44 “where ‘Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.’45 “And if
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than having two
feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched—46 “where ‘Their worm does not
die, And the fire is not quenched.’47 “And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for
you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell
fire—48 “where ‘Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.’

H. John 15:6 ---- 6 “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.
1. OF THE 12 OCCURRENCES OF GEHENNA JESUS IT USED 11 TIMES

V. The Apostles Taught That Hell Is Real
A. Romans 2:8, 9; 6:23 ---- 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey

unrighteousness—indignation and wrath,9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does
evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek;
1. Romans 6:23 ---- 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ

Jesus our Lord.
B. 2 Corinthians 5:10 ---- 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one

may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
C. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is

revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not
know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 These shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

D. Hebrews 10:27 ---- 27 but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will
devour the adversaries.

E. 2 Peter 2:4, 9; 3:10-12 ---- 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down
to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;9 then the Lord knows
how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day
of judgment,
1. 2 Peter 3:10-12 ---- 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
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heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.11 Therefore, since all these things will be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,12 looking for
and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved,
being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?

F. Revelation 20:12-15 ---- 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books
were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.13 The sea gave up the dead
who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged,
each one according to his works.14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
second death.15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

G. Revelation 21:8 ---- 8 “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death.”
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PART TWO - WHAT IS HELL LIKE?

Intro:
H. Personally I don’t want to find out first hand - that is why I must live in such a way as to be pleasing

to God and to receive His abundant mercy and grace.
I. Having said that we are told in the Scriptures exactly what Hell is going to be like and for all men this

should be a scary frightening place that we would want to avoid at all costs.
J. Let us now focus on this subject!

VI. What Is Hell Like?
A. A Place of Unending Torment

1. “wailing & gnashing of teeth” (Mt. 8:12)
a. Matthew 8:12 ---- 12 “But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness.

There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
2. “everlasting fire” (Mk. 9:44, 46, 48; 25:41-46)

a. Mark 9:44,46,48 ---- 44 “where ‘Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.’46
“where ‘Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.’ 48 “where ‘Their worm does
not die, And the fire is not quenched.’

b. Mark 16:20 ---- 20 And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with
them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.

3. “darkness” (Mt. 25:30; cf. 2 Pet. 2:4)
a. Matthew 25:30 ---- 30 ‘And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
b. 2 Peter 2:4 ---- 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell

and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;
4. “sorer punishment” (Heb. 10:28, 29) ---- 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without

mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.29 Of how much worse punishment, do you
suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the
blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of
grace?
a. Revelation 14:10-11 (NKJV) ---- 10 . . . He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in

the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their
torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast
and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”

B. A Place of Vile Companions
1. “The devil & his angels    (Mt. 25:41) ---- 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand,

‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:
2. “Unfaithful Jews” (Mt. 8:12) ---- 12 “But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer

darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
3. “The fearful” and “them that know not God” (Rev. 21:8; 2 Thess.1:8) ---- 8 “But the cowardly,

unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have
their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”
a. 2 Thessalonians 1:8 ---- 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God,

and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
4. Those that “obey not the truth” but “obey unrighteousness” (Rom.2:8) ---- 8 but to those who

are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath,
5. “The deceived” (Gal. 6:7, 8; Mat 15:14) ---- 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
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whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.
a. Matthew 15:14 ---- 14 “Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind

leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”
C. A Place of No Hope

1. “Everlasting” (Mt. 25:46; 2 Thes 1:8,9; Rev 14:11)
a. Matthew 25:46 ---- 46 “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the

righteous into eternal life.”
b. 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 ---- 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know

God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 These shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power,

c. Revelation 14:11 ---- 11 “And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they
have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the
mark of his name.”

2. “Death” (Rom. 6:23) ---- 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

3. “Reap” (Gal. 6:7, 8) ---- 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
that he will also reap.8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who
sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

4. “Without mercy” (Heb. 2:9)---- 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels,
for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might
taste death for everyone.

5. “Spared not” (2 Pet. 2:4) ---- 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them
down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;

6. “According to their works” (Rom. 2:6) ---- 6 who “will render to each one according to his
deeds”:

D. Eternal Punishment & Divine Justice
1. No one will be in hell that does not deserve to be there.
2. Heaven or hell is a choice.
3. We choose the kind of vessels we will be, i.e. we fit ourselves for eternity one way or the other

by the decisions we make.

VII. Conclusion:
A. Hell Is A Real Place!

1. “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."  - Matt.
25:46  ---- 46 “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.” ---- (Gk: aionios) Eternal  ---- What We Do With One We Must Do With The Other 

B. How Shall We Escape?
1. Obey the Gospel (2 Thess. 1:7-10) ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on
those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ.9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power,10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to
be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.

2. “Hear the word” (Rom. 10:17) ---- 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.
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3. “Believe the truth” (Mk. 16:15, 16) ---- 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature.16 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned.

4. “Repent” (Acts 2:38) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.

5. “Confess Jesus” (Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:8, 9)---- 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your
heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
a. Romans 10:8-9 ---- 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in

your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach):9 that if you confess with your mouth
the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved.

6. “Baptism into Christ” (Acts 2:41) ---- 41 Then those who gladly received his word were
baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.

7.  Patiently continue (Rom. 2:7) ---- 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing
good seek for glory, honor, and immortality;

C. You Make the Choice for your eternal destiny each and every day.
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