
Guard Your Faith “1 Cor. 16:13" - Lesson # 2 on Faith

Intro:
A. The text of this lesson is 1 Cor 16:13 - which suggest that we as Christians always need to be

aware that we are in a battle and that we should never allow our guards to be let down.
B. There are a number of passages that have this very same concept taught:

1. Hebrews 2:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we
have heard, lest we drift away.  2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and
every transgression and disobedience received a just reward,  
a. 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be

spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,  4 God also bearing
witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit,
according to His own will? 

2. Luke 8:11-15 (NKJV) ---- 11 "Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those
by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of
their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 
a. 13 But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and

these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. 
b. 14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and

are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 
c. 15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a

noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. 
C. The warnings go without saying that anyone can lose their faith - from the greatest to the least.

1. One who Is A New Convert –  1 Cor. 10:1-12 (NKJV)  Moreover, brethren, I do not want you
to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, [2] all were
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, [3] all ate the same spiritual food, [4] and all
drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and
that Rock was Christ. [5] But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies
were scattered in the wilderness. [6] Now these things became our examples, to the intent that
we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. [7]  And do not become idolaters as
were some of them. As it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play." [8] Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-
three thousand fell; [9] nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were
destroyed by serpents; [10] nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were
destroyed by the destroyer. [11] Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they
were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. [12] Therefore
let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 

2. Has Not Grown like he ought to have – Hebrews 5:12-6:8 (NKJV)  For though by this time
you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the
oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. [13] For everyone who
partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. [14] But solid
food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil.  [6:1] Therefore, leaving the discussion of the
elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, [2] of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying
on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. [3] And this we will do if
God permits. [4] For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, [5] and have tasted the good word
of God and the powers of the age to come, [6] if they fall away, to renew them again to
repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open
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shame. [7] For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs
useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; [8] but if it bears thorns
and briars, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned. 

3. One who Has Had His Faith Weakened – Matthew 13:20-22 (NKJV)  But he who received
the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy;
[21] yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or
persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles. [22] Now he who received
seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 
a. Has Had His Faith Fail – Acts 1:25 (NKJV)  to take part in this ministry and apostleship

from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place." 
4. One who Has Strong Faith – 1 Cor. 10:12 (NKJV)  Therefore let him who thinks he stands

take heed lest he fall. 
a. Galatians 6:1 (NKJV)   Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are

spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be
tempted. 

D. The fact is Satan wants to destroy our faith no matter who we are in the kingdom of Christ and
we need to be constantly aware of this fact - 1 Peter 5:8-9 (NKJV) ---- 8 Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced
by your brotherhood in the world.

1. Ephesians 6:14-18 (NKJV) ---- 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth,
having put on the breastplate of righteousness,  15 and having shod your feet with the
preparation of the gospel of peace;  16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.  17 And take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;  18 praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication
for all the saints– 

II. Weapons that Satan Uses to try to destroy our Faith.
A. Deception – 

1. False Doctrine – 2 Cor. 11:13-15 (NKJV)  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. [14] And no wonder! For Satan himself
transforms himself into an angel of light. [15] Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers
also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to
their works. 
a. 2 Peter 2:1-3 (NKJV)  But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there

will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. [2] And
many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be
blasphemed. [3] By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long
time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 

b. 2 Peter 3:17-18 (NKJV)  You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware
lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;
[18] but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be
the glory both now and forever. Amen. 

2. False Promises – 
a. Gen 3:1-6; Genesis 3:4-5 (NKJV)  Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not

surely die. [5] For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 
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3. False Measures – 
a. 2 Cor. 10:12 (NKJV)  For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those

who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing
themselves among themselves, are not wise. 

4. False Assurance – 
a. Influence -1 Cor. 15:33; 

(1) Exodus 23:2 (NKJV)  You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify
in a dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice. 

b. Past Faithfulness –  Galatians 5:7 (NKJV)  You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying
the truth? 

c. Indestructible – 1 Cor 10:12
B. Temptation – 1 Thess 3:5

1. To do evil - to fulfil desires unlawfully - James 1:13-16 (NKJV)  Let no one say when he is
tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself
tempt anyone. [14] But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and
enticed. [15] Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-
grown, brings forth death. [16] Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 

2. Things here and now / the instant gratification - 1 John 2:15-17 (NKJV) [16] For all that is
in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father
but is of the world. 
a. Cf Gen 3:1-6

3. We must have faith to overcome - 1 Peter 5:9; 1 Cor 10:13
a. Galatians 5:16-21 (NKJV)  I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust

of the flesh. [17] For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and
these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. . . .  [19]
Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lewdness, [20] idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, [21] envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like;
. . . 

C. Hardships/Trials – (Sickness/ Financial Strain/ Difficult Relationship/ Consequences  Of Sin/ etc.)
1. Job; 1 Peter; James 1:1-12

D. Abundance 
1. (Israel ~ Amos 6:3-6 (NKJV)  Woe to you who put far off the day of doom, Who cause the

seat of violence to come near;  [4] Who lie on beds of ivory, Stretch out on your couches, Eat
lambs from the flock And calves from the midst of the stall;  [5] Who sing idly to the sound
of stringed instruments, And invent for yourselves musical instruments like David; [6] Who
drink wine from bowls, And anoint yourselves with the best ointments, But are not grieved
for the affliction of Joseph.)

2. Hard for a rich man to be saved - Matthew 19:24 (NKJV)  And again I say to you, it is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

3. The love of money is the root of all evil - 1 Tim. 6:9-10
a. Luke 12:15 (NKJV)  And He said to them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for

one's life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses." 
b. Luke 12:19-21 (NKJV)  And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up

for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry." ' [20] But God said to him, 'Fool!
This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you
have provided?' [21] So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."

c. 1 Cor. 1:26 (NKJV)  For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 

E. Malnutrition – (Satan knows the power of the gospel!) - Heb 4:11-13
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1. Tries to snatch the word away  - Mat. 13:19; Acts 13:10
2. Clutters our life with stuff - Mat 13:22
3. Exchanges the truth with lie – John 8:44; Rom 1:25

III. What Can We Do? 
A. Know The Truth - John 8:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall

make you free." 
1. Search for the truth – Acts 17:11,12
2. Abide in the truth – John 8:31:32
3. Inoculated from error – 2 Pet 3:16-18

B. Resist the Devil
1. 1 Peter 5:9 (NKJV) ---- Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings

are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.
2. James 4:7-10 (NKJV) ---- 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from

you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

C. Be Patient - Rome was not built in one day - Romans 8:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 But if we hope for what
we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 
1. In doing good – Gal 6:9; 1 Tim 6:17,18 
2. Keeping our spiritual eyes on the goal – 2 Cor. 4:16-18
3. Following the one who has made the way – Heb 12:1-3

D. Be Content -Hebrews 13:5-6 (NKJV) ---- 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be
content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor
forsake you." 6 So we may boldly say: "The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man
do to me?" 

1. Philippians 4:11 (NKJV)  ---- Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in
whatever state I am, to be content: . . . 
a. [13] I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

E. Study and Learn - 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God,
a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
1. Giving ALL diligence to continue growing – 2 Pet 1:5-10; Jam 1:22
2. The more one learns. The more one understands – Eph 5:17; Col. 1:9; Heb 5:12

IV. In Conclusion:
A. Why is it important to Guard our Faith?

1. Stan wants to destroy our faith thru:
a. Deception
b. Temptation
c. Trials
d. Abundance
e. Malnutrition

2. But we can Guard our Faith:
a. By knowing the Truth
b. By Resisting and he will flee
c. By being Patient
d. Having contentment
e. And giving ourselves to study and learning

B. We Need To Be Aware That Satan Wants To Destroy Us.
1. He is a formidable foe! - Ephes. 6:12 
2. We Need God’s Help!! - He has Given Us What We Need - Eph. 6:10-18
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3. 1 Corinthians 16:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. 
C. 2 Cor 4:8-9
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