
Growing As A Christian
Intro:

A. Most Christians : Feel a need to grow - Have a desire to grow –  Acknowledge a need for assistance
to grow.

II. The Need For Spiritual Growth
A. We are told to – 1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18; 1 Thes. 4:1 

a. 1 Peter 2:2 ---- as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,
b. 2 Peter 3:18 ---- 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen. 
c. 1 Thessalonians 4:1 ---- Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you

should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please
God;

2. The parable of the soils – Mat. 13: 3-17; 18-23
a. The need to be teachers – to be skilled in the word – to be able to discern between good and evil

– Heb. 5:12-14 ---- 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to
teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and
not solid food.13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe.14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is,
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

3. That we may be pleasing to God – Col. 1:9-12 ---- 9 For this reason we also, since the day we
heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;11
strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering
with joy;12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saints in the light.

B. The Path to Spiritual growth
1. Simple – Not elaborate or complex - 
2. Nothing new – nothing amazing or mystical - mostly things we already know.
3. Difficult – No shortcuts - Takes time, great effort and patience.

C. Commitment – Can’t be double minded - 1 Kings 18:21; Acts 11:23
1. 1 Kings 18:21 ---- 21 And Elijah came to all the people, and said, “How long will you falter

between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the people
answered him not a word.

a. Acts 11:23 ---- 23 When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged
them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord.

2. Must choose with purpose - Jos. 24:15; Mat. 6:33
a. Joshua 24:15 ---- 15 “And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this

day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side
of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD.”

b. Matthew 6:33 ---- 33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you.

3. Must approach with diligence – Heb. 6:11; 2 Pet. 1:5,10
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a. Hebrews 6:11 ---- 11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full
assurance of hope until the end,

b. 2 Peter 1:5,10 ---- 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue,
to virtue knowledge, 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

D. Bible Study - Psalms 1:2-3 (NKJV) - 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he
meditates day and night. 3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its
fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper. 

1. The only source of saving faith – Rom. 10:17
a. The only source of spiritual growth – Acts 20:30; 1 Cor. 14:1-5; 1 Pet. 2:2

(1) 1 Peter 2:2 ---- 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow
thereby,

2. Requires regular & consistent study – Psa. 1:2; 119:97; Acts 17:11; 1 Tim. 4:13; 
a. Psalm 1:2 ---- 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and

night.
b. Psalm 119:97 ---- 97 Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day. 

3. Must possess proper attitude - Acts 17:11; Mat 5:6; Psa. 119:16, 72,127,162; 2 Tim 2:15
a. Psalm 119:16 ---- 16 I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word.
b. Psalm 119:72,127,162 ---- 72 The law of Your mouth is better to me Than thousands of coins

of gold and silver. 
(1) vrs 127 Therefore I love Your commandments More than gold, yes, than fine gold!
(2) vrs 162 I rejoice at Your word As one who finds great treasure. 

4. Must apply what we learn - Jam 1:21-25; Mat 7:24-27
a. Matthew 7:24-27 ---- 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will

liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock:25 “and the rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the
rock.26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand:27 “and the rain descended, the floods came, and
the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

III. How have we Grown In Our Prayer Life in 2014
A. Prayer:

1. Supplication - (Request – averting of evil)
2. Prayers - (Request – obtaining of good)
3. Intercession - (For others)
4. Thanks - (Gratitude for blessings

a. Power in prayer - (1 Pet. 3:12; James 1:5; 5:16)
(1) 1 Peter 3:12 ---- 12 For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to

their prayers; But the face of the LORD is against those who do evil.”
(2) James 1:5 ---- 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and

without reproach, and it will be given to him.
b. Need for habitual prayer - (Psa. 55:16-17; Dan. 6:10; Luke 18:1; 1 Thess. 5:17)

(1) Psalm 55:16-17 ---- 16 As for me, I will call upon God, And the LORD shall save me.17
Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, and cry aloud, And He shall hear my voice.

(2) Daniel 6:10 ---- 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And
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in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three
times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.

(3) Luke 18:1 ---- Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose
heart,

c. Must be coupled with faith - (James 1:6; Mark 11:22-24)
(1) James 1:6 ---- 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave

of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.
(2) Mark 11:22-24 ---- 22 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God.23 “For

assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’
and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have
whatever he says.24 “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe
that you receive them, and you will have them.

d. According to God’s will – (1 John 5:14)
(1) 1 John 5:14 ---- 14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything

according to His will, He hears us.

IV. How Have We Grown In Our Worship to God in 2014
A. Deliberately God-focused - (Worship is about God and for God, affects content, mood, organization,

and elements)
1. Worship takes effort - Easy to let minds wonder – be distracted – requires focus
2. Requires preparation – true worship is not accidental 

a. Must be with reverence - (Lev. 10:3; Heb 12:28,29)
(1) Leviticus 10:3 ---- 3 And Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke, saying: ‘By

those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy; And before all the people I must be
glorified.’ ” So Aaron held his peace.

b. Must be from the heart and according to truth - (John 4:21-24; Col. 3:16,17)
c. What we are doing (singing, praying, hearing, thinking, examining) – 1 Cor. 14:40
d. Meaning of the Lord’s supper (body, blood, death)

B. In Our Service:
1. Service Prompted By Love

a. Obey God – (Mat. 22:36-40; Jn 14:15,21,24; 1 Jn 5:3)
b. By love serve one another - (Gal. 5:13; Mat. 22:39; Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 13:4-7; James 4:17; 2:15-

17) 
c. Weep & rejoice (Rom 12:15)
d. Restore (Gal. 6:1)
e. Encourage (Heb. 10:24)
f. Participate (Eph. 5:16)

2. Submit to those over you in the Lord  – Heb. 13:17; Eph 4:11-16; 1 Thes 5:12,13; 
a. Apostles & prophets – i.e., respect their writings – (Eph. 4:11; Acts 2:42)
b. Evangelists, pastors and teachers, - (2 Tim. 4:2; Acts 20:28; 1 Thes 5:12,13

V. Results of Spiritual Growth
A. Can resist falling – 2 Pet. 1:5-10

1. Can stand strong in the Lord – Eph. 6:10-18
2. Able to discern good from evil – Heb 5:14
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3. Can help others overcome sin – Mat. 7:1-5; Gal. 6:1
4. Able to lead others to Christ – Acts 8:4; Heb. 5:12
5. Able to help others grow – 2 Tim. 2:2; Rom. 15:1,2
6. Able to bear fruit – Gal. 5:22,23; John 15:1-10
7. Victorious over death – HEAVEN – Rev. 2:10

B. Spiritual growth is a divine requirement for every believer.
1. The Word of God is the divine provision for spiritual growth.

VI. Conclusion:
A. Simple – Not elaborate or complex - 

1. Nothing new – nothing amazing or mystical - mostly things we already know.
2. Difficult – No shortcuts - Takes time, great effort and patience.

B. We never stay the same – we will either grow spiritually – or we will spiritually die!
1. Are you IN CHRIST? – Have you by faith repented – confessed – been baptized?
2. Are you growing in Christ?
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