
Grace Teaches Us - Titus 2:11-15

Introduction:
A. Our study on Grace has focused on:

a. Being Strong in God’s grace
b. Living in God’s Grace
c. Having the promise of the reward in Heaven
d. Having the warnings of Hell 

B. In today’s study I want to conclude this series on looking at what Grace Teaches us:
1. “11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us

that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly in the present age, 

2. 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and
purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.” 

II. Denying Ungodliness and Worldly Lusts:
A. Ungodliness - �σ?βεια, asebeia -Strong's Number: <G763> “Impiety, ungodliness," . . . 

Vine's By extension: The neglect or violation of duty toward God, our neighbor or ourselves,
joined with and springing from impiety toward God. – Prov. 1:7 ---- "The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction." (NKJV);
Eccl. 12:13 — "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His
commandments, For this is man’s all." (NKJV)   
1. Indicates the ability and responsibility to choose – Joshua 24:15; Rom. 6:16,17
2. Is To No Longer Continue In Sin! – Romans 6:1,2 ----" What shall we say then? Shall

we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died
to sin live any longer in it?" (NKJV) 
a. Is To Die To Sin! – 6:3-8
b. Sin No Longer Has Dominion! – 6:9-14
c. Is To Be A Servant of Righteousness! – 6:15-23
d. Is to live/walk according to the law of the Spirit! – 8:1,2-8
e. Is to put to death the deeds of the body (sin)! – 8:9-13
f. Is to be led by the Spirit! – 8:14-17
g. Is to be conformed to the image of Jesus! – 8:29,30

3. Thus:
a. Because of God’s love and mercy He has provided the means of forgiveness for sin!!

– John 3:16; Acts 2:38; Eph. 2:1-10; 1 Jn 1:5-2:1,2
b. The Grace of God is to have abiding results in the life of the child of God!! – Titus

2:11-14; Romans 6;8;12:1,2; 1 Pet 1:13-19
c. Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV)  ---- 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of

God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and
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acceptable and perfect will of God. 
B. “Worldly lusts," – “refers to all improper desires pertaining to this life-the desire of wealth,

pleasure, honor, sensual indulgence. . . . The gross passions would be of course included, and
all those more refined pleasures also which constitute the characteristic and peculiar
enjoyments of those who do not live unto God.”— Barnes' Notes on the New Testament
1. Love not the world – 1 John 2:15-17 ---- " Do not love the world or the things in the

world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father
but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the
will of God abides forever." (NKJV) 

2. Can’t serve God and mammon – Matt. 6:19-24 ---- " “Do not lay up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
“The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be
full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore
the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! “No one can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon." (NKJV) 
a. To be friends with the world is to make oneself an enemy of God – James 4:4 ----

"Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself
an enemy of God." (NKJV)  

3. Our affections should be on things above, not on the earth – Col. 3:1-10 ---- " If then you
were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the
right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then
you also will appear with Him in glory. Therefore put to death your members which are
on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry. Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience, in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. But now you
yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out
of your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his
deeds, and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image
of Him who created him," (NKJV) 

C. Demands that we Live:
1. Soberly – (Inward) “with sound mind, soberly, temperately, discreetly” Thayer — 1 Peter

1:13; 5:8; 1 Thes 5:6,7
a. " Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the

grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;" (1 Peter 1:13,
NKJV) 

b. "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring
lion, seeking whom he may devour." (1 Peter 5:8, NKJV) 
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c. "Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. For those who
sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night." (1 Thessalonians
5:6-7, NKJV)

2. Righteously – (Outward) – “The proper performance of our duties to our fellow-men” –
Barnes - 1 Cor. 15:34
a. "Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of

God. I speak this to your shame." (NKJV) 
3. Godly –(Upward) – “piously, in relation to God (not merely amiably and justly, but

something higher, godly, with love and reverence toward God).” – Jammeson Faucett &
Brown – 2 Tim. 3:12; Heb. 12:28; 2 Pet. 2:9 
a. "Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution." (2

Timothy 3:12, NKJV) 
b. "Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have

grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear."
(Hebrews 12:28, NKJV) 

c. "then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the
unjust under punishment for the day of judgment," (2 Peter 2:9, NKJV) 

D. This all is enabled through and:
1. The Motivation of Hope – (vs. 13) “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing

of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,” — Titus 1:2; 3:7; Phil. 3:20,21; 2 Tim 4:8;
2 Pet. 3:12-14
a. "in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began,"

(Titus 1:2, NKJV) 
b. "that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope

of eternal life." (Titus 3:7, NKJV) 
c. "For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the

Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His
glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things
to Himself." (Philippians 3:20-21, NKJV)

d. "Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who
have loved His appearing." (2 Timothy 4:8, NKJV)

e. "looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in
which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be
diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;" (2 Peter 3:12-14,
NKJV) 

2. The Motivation of His Love – (14) “who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us
from every lawless deed ” – Barnes – John 3:16; 6:51; Eph. 1:6,7; 5:2; 1 Tim. 2:6; 1
John 2:1,2; 2 Cor. 5:14; Gal. 

III. When we live in this Grace - we live to serve:
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A. Purified To Be A “Special People” Belonging To The Lord – (vs. 14) “and purify for Himself
His own special people,” — 1 Pet. 1:22; 2:9; Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 6:19,20
1. " Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love

of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart," (1 Peter 1:22, NKJV)
2. "But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special

people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light;" (1 Peter 2:9, NKJV) 

3. "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own
blood." (Acts 20:28, NKJV)

4. "Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom
you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s." (1 Corinthians 6:19-20,
NKJV) 

B. Serving With Fervor and Enthusiasm – (14) “zealous for good works.” – John 2:17;
Romans 10:2;  2 Cor. 7:11; 9:2; Gal. 4:18; Rev. 3:19
1. "Then His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house has eaten Me

up.”" (John 2:17, NKJV) 
2. "For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge."

(Romans 10:2, NKJV)
3. "For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner: What diligence it

produced in you, what clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement
desire, what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves to be clear in this
matter." (2 Corinthians 7:11, NKJV) 

4. "for I know your willingness, about which I boast of you to the Macedonians, that Achaia
was ready a year ago; and your zeal has stirred up the majority." (2 Corinthians 9:2,
NKJV) 

5. "But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when I am present with
you." (Galatians 4:18, NKJV) 

6. "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent." (Revelation
3:19, NKJV) 

C. In our speech: Titus 2:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all
authority. Let no one despise you
1. Things which are proper for sound doctrine – (1-14; 2 Tim 4:2)

a. "Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,
with all longsuffering and teaching." (2 Timothy 4:2, NKJV) 

2. Exhort – To persuade people to obey. (Acts 2:40; Heb. 3:13; 10:25)
a. " And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from

this perverse generation.”" (Acts 2:40, NKJV)
b. "but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened

through the deceitfulness of sin." (Hebrews 3:13, NKJV) 
c. "not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but

exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching."
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(Hebrews 10:25, NKJV) 
3. Rebuke – To correct those in error without compromise. (1:13;  Prov. 27:5;)

a. "This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the
faith," (Titus 1:13, NKJV) 

b. "Open rebuke is better Than love carefully concealed." (Proverbs 27:5, NKJV)

IV. Conclusion:
A. The Grace of God that brings Salvation also teaches us:

1. How Not To Live
2. How To Live
3. How To Speak
4. And Why . . .

B. Have You Been Saved By The Grace of God?
1. Hearing

a. Believing
b. Repenting
c. Confessing
d. And Being Buried in Baptism?

2. Living Faithfully until death - Rev 2:10b
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