
Gospel Meeting - Austin TX - Lesson Five ---- What Is Your Attitude Towards Edification?
Intro:

A. The subject we are examining this morning has to do with Spiritual Growth!
1. The fact that - “God expects and demands growth of every member of the body” can not be

denied. 
2.  He HAS amply provided for that growth.” - but the saying that says you can take the “horse to

water but not make him drink” applies here to this topic.
B. So the question is what is your Attitude towards Edification - has to do with attendance, bible study

(both personal and collective).
C. When we consider the benefits of Edification - it always puzzles me that many Christians just do not

have a good attitude towards it!
1.  Edification Helps Us Withstand Temptation & Sin.

a. Eph. 4:11-15 - When we are strengthened in the faith we have stability of doctrine &
security in Christ!
(1) Ephesians 4:11-15 (NKJV) ---- 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some

prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men,
in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may
grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—

b. Heb. 5:13-14 - Spiritual maturity enhances our ability to tell good from evil - Helps us keep
from sin!
(1) Hebrews 5:13-14 (NKJV) - 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in

the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are
of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both
good and evil.

c. Eph. 6:11 - We must grow in the armor of God (v. 13-17) to stand against Satan!
(1) Ephesians 6:11 (NKJV) - 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to

stand against the wiles of the devil.
(2) Ephesians 6:11-18 (NKJV) ---- 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able

to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the
gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and
supplication for all the saints—

2. Edification Helps To Properly Develop Character - 2 Pet. 1:5-11.
a. 2 Peter 1:5-11 (NKJV) - 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith

virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8
For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
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knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even
to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren,
be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will
never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

b. Without character growth we become idle, barren & forgetful -- We stumble!
c. As we strengthen this "chain" we have security in Christ! 

D. It Is Important To Edify (Strengthen & Encourage) Our Brethren - 1 Thess. 5:11; 2 Cor. 12:19.
1. 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NKJV) - 11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as

you also are doing.
a. 2 Corinthians 12:19 (NKJV) - 19 Again, do you think that we excuse ourselves to you? We

speak before God in Christ. But we do all things, beloved, for your edification.
2.  For the growth of the church - Eph. 4:16 - (NKJV) - from whom the whole body, joined and16 

knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part
does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. ---- 
a. Each joint, Christian) is important.
b. Each part, (Christian) working is important if the body (church) is to grow & be strong!
c. The strong ones will be edifying the weak (here is the practical application - Gal. 6:1-2). 

(1) Galatians 6:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who
are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also
be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

3. For harmony in the church - Rom. 14:19.(NKJV) - 19 Therefore let us pursue the things which
make for peace and the things by which one may edify another.
a. Spiritual growth promotes harmony, & the proper elimination of conflicts (cf. Matt. 5:23-

24).
(1) Matthew 5:23-24 (NKJV) ---- 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there

remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before
the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer
your gift.

b. Maturity seeks the other's good - Rom. 15:1-2.
(1) Romans 15:1 (NKJV) - 1 We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the

weak, and not to please ourselves.
(2) Romans 15:2 (NKJV) - 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to

edification.
4. For the salvation of Christians - 1 Pet. 2:1-2  -Put away evil & grow in righteousness. 

a. 1 Peter 2:1-2 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and
all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow
thereby,

E. Since no Christian can deny these facts - why then is there such an attitude towards Edification? 
1. Bible studies collectively are seen as optional!
2. Personal study is disregarded as a responsibility of the individual.
3. Preparation for eternal life’s exam is not as important as physical exams we take in our

schooling, work business etc.    WHY?

II. EDIFICATION IS INDIVIDUAL (Requires individual determination / effort to achieve).
A. Only When The Individual Grows (Is Strengthened) Will The Church Be Edified - Col. 2:5-7; Eph.

4:16.
1. Colossians 2:5-7 (NKJV) - 5 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in spirit,
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rejoicing to see your good order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ. 6 As you therefore
have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and
established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.

2. Ephesians 4:16 (NKJV) - 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every
joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

B. Note These Individual Admonitions Which Will, When Obeyed, Cause Personal Growth
(Edification):
1. 2 Tim. 2:15 - Present yourself approved.
2. 2 Tim. 1:13 - Each must hold to sound words.

a. 2 Timothy 1:13 (NKJV) - 13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard
from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

3. 2 Pet. 1:8 - These things must belong to each one.
a. 2 Peter 1:8 (NKJV) - 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren

nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
C. We Will Not Be Able To Edify Others Unless We Strengthen Ourselves.

1. cf. Eph. 4:29 - Can't edify with speech unless it is pure!
a. Ephesians 4:29 (NKJV) - 29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is

good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.
2. Heb. 10:24-25 - Only when we have love & good works can we effectively provoke them in

others! 

III. EDIFICATION IS ALSO CONGREGATIONAL (Ways churches are to be edifying their members).
A. Through Worship (Heb. 10:24-25; 1 Cor. 14:26)

1. Col. 3:16 - Singing.
2. 1 Cor. 11:27-30 - Proper observance of Lord's Supper.
3. We must be participants - Not spectators!

B. Edification is not achieved through sponsoring recreational activities, crafts, childcare, etc.- 11:34.
1. Through Bible Teaching - cf. Acts 20:28, 32.

a. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) - 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased
with His own blood.

b. Acts 20:32 (NKJV) - “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His32 

grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified.

2. cf. Classes - Teaching children & adults is vital - We must see its worth & contribute our part! -
cf. Acts 11:23, 26
a. Acts 11:23 (NKJV) - 23 When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and

encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord.
b. Acts 11:26 (NKJV) - 26 And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was

that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And
the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

3. Teaching edifies only if we make use of it!
a. Through Proper Discipline - Rom. 16:17-18.

(1) Removes those elements which destroy spiritual growth (1 Cor. 5:7).
(2) Enemies of cross cannot edify the body of Christ!

b. By Encouraging Participation In Good Works, Thereby Promoting Love & Concern For
Others - 1 Thess. 5:14-15. 
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C. Peace Is Tied To Edification ---- "Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had
peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit,
they were multiplied" (Acts 9:31).
1. Acts 9:31 (NKJV) - 31 Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace

and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they
were multiplied.

2. "Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith one may
edify another" (Rom. 14:19). 

D. “God, in his infinite wisdom, arranged Christians into autonomous local churches for edification and
cooperation.
1. A major advantage of this group arrangement is that it allows Christians to mutually edify (teach,

support, encourage, comfort, correct and discipline) one another.
2. Each congregation's effectiveness in the Lord's work greatly depends on a combination of peace

and edification. A church may enjoy peace without scriptural edification, but it can have very
little effective edification without peace. This is why congregations must diligently eliminate
disruptive influences from among them.

3. A divisive person must be dealt with firmly and swiftly. After the first and second admonition
such a one is to be rejected (Tit. 3:10).
a. Titus 3:10 (NKJV) - 10 Reject a divisive man after the first and second admonition,
b. It only takes one divisive, pre-eminence seeking, self-willed character like Diotrephes (cf.

3 Jn. 9) to completely destroy the peace of a good church.” – Edward Bragwell Sr.
(1) 3 John 9 (NKJV) - 9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the

preeminence among them, does not receive us.

IV. WHAT IS GOOD EDIFICATION?
A. A church must receive good edification. A lack of peace is an immeasurable hindrance to edification,

but a church may be at perfect peace with itself and be in shambles spiritually.
1. There are certain things that the Bible says edifies brethren, individually and collectively.

Members of any congregation would do well to pursue these things.
B. Sound doctrine edifies (Eph. 4:11-16).

1. Sound teaching such as was done by apostles and prophets and continues to be done by faithful
evangelists, pastors/elders, and teachers keep brethren from being tossed about by every wind
of doctrine and results in the edification of the body (cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-4:5; Tit. 1:9-13).

2. All of us have our ability, to "speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine" (Tit. 2:1-8). 
3. Such will edify the church.

C. Pure speech edifies (Eph. 4:29).
1. Wholesome words that reflect and promote a high standard of morality, ethics, courtesy, and

spirituality serve to edify one another.
2. Our speech should always be the truth, whether it is the truth of the gospel or the truth about

every day events in our lives.
3. Error and lying tear down rather than edify.

D. Love edifies (1 Cor. 1:8).
1. When Paul says that knowledge puffs up, he is not discouraging or degrading knowledge.

However, knowledge alone, untempered by love, tends to puff one up.
2. Without love, one knowledgeable of his lawful rights in Christ may run rough shod over his

good, but weaker, brethren who have not yet reached his level of knowledge.
3. Some things that are lawful do not edify under some circumstances (1 Cor. 10:23).

a. 1 Corinthians 10:23 (NKJV) - 23 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful;
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all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify.
E.  There are two kinds of lawful things - things required and things permitted by law.

1. Those things required by law always edify. They must always be done.
2. Things permitted by law may not always edify.
3. Paul is discussing things permitted by law - specifically, eating meats offered to idols.
4. Under some circumstances they could be eaten without harm but under other circumstances they

would not edify but tear down. Love would cause the brother, knowing his right under the law
of Christ to eat such meats, but not being required by law to eat them, not to eat them under
circumstances that would hinder the edification of his brethren.

V. Conclusion:
A. Love of brethren takes precedence over mere rights (not obligations) under the gospel.

1. We may need to yield certain rights for the sake of peace and edification (1 Cor. 9).
a. To promote peace and edification, we may need to yield personal judgment calls to the

judgment of others.
b. To preserve peace and advance edification we may need to be extra patient with certain

scruples of others, especially if the thing in question is a matter of indifference to us (cf.
Rom. 15:1,2).
(1) Romans 15:1 (NKJV) - 1 We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the

weak, and not to please ourselves.
(2) Romans 15:2 (NKJV) - 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to

edification.
1

2. It takes effort to build one another up in the faith.
3. To do so each needs to follow things that make for peace and that edify each others.

B. From “Why Churches Grow by Flavil Yeakley he states - "Actually, the real problem was not always
the ACTUAL roles-to- members ratio, but was sometimes the PERCEIVED roles-to-member ratio.
In other words, a larger congregation might actually have more than enough specific task
assignments to go around, but the members might not be aware of the many ways in which they
could get involved." (p. 43) 
1. As further suggested by Flavil Yeakley, the problem is one of communication and organization...

a. "If a congregation has a good actual roles-to-member ratio but a low perceived roles-to-
members ratio, the problem is one of communication..." 

b. "A congregation can have a high involvement level no matter how large it becomes--if..." 1)
"...that congregation will do the necessary organizational work so as to have a high actual
roles-to-member ratio..." 2) "...the congregation's leaders will communicate in the right way
so as to have a high perceived roles-to-members ratio." (p. 44, 45) 

C. Romans 1:15 ----  “So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome
also.”  The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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