
Our Own Way or GOD’s Way?  ---- A Decision One Must Make that Has Eternal Repercussions!

Intro:
A. Does it really matter that I follow a road to Change!  The attitude of many is simply this - “If it ain’t broke,

fix it till it is!”
1. Some things need to be changed!
2. Some things can be changed without serious repercussions –
3. However – the Word of God doesn’t need to be changed and cannot be changed!
4. God’s way cannot be improved upon!

B. It must be noted that it does matter if it is done Our Way instead of God’s Way.   Numerous examples are
found throughout the Scriptures.

1. Cain – (Gen. 4:7) – Heb 11:4
2. Nadab and Abihu – (Lev. 10:1,2)
3. Moses – (Num 20:8-24)
4. King Saul – (1 Sam. 13 & 15)
5. David’s ox cart – (1 Chr. 13:7-12; 15:2,12-13)
6. Jeroboam – (1 Kings 12:25-33)
7. Uzziah – (2 Chr. 26:16-23)
8. Ananias & Sapphira – (Acts 5:1-10)

C. Let us note how this principle needs to be applied!

II. The Principle Applied!
A. Those living according to their own ways and not God’s - need to change!! – Psalm 37:27; Prov 3:7;

14:12; Jer 10:23; 2 Tim 2:19
1. Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV)  ---- 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who

walks to direct his own steps. 
2. Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death. 
3. Psalm 37:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 Depart from evil, and do good; And dwell forevermore. 
4. Proverbs 3:6-8 (NKJV) ---- 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 7 Do

not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 8 It will be health to your flesh, And
strength to your bones. 

5. 2 Timothy 2:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The
Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 

B. Those living according to God’s way do NOT need to change – Prov 5:7; Jer 2:13; 1 Cor. 15:58
1. Proverbs 5:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 Therefore hear me now, my children, And do not depart from the words of

my mouth. 
2. Jeremiah 2:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 "For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the

fountain of living waters, And hewn themselves cisterns--broken cisterns that can hold no water. 
3. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) ---- 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
4. Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not

moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under
heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

5. 2 Peter 3:17-18 (NKJV) ---- 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you
also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 18 but grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever.
Amen. 

6. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you
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were taught, whether by word or our epistle. 
C. The scriptures warn of the danger of departing from God - 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 4:4,10; Heb 3:12

1. 1 Timothy 4:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the
faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,

a. 2 Timothy 4:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to
fables.

b. 2 Timothy 4:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has
departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia.

c. Hebrews 3:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in
departing from the living God;

2. Just think of the Judges and the effects of change just in One Generation:
a. *Judges 2:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 So the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of

the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the LORD which He had done for
Israel.

(1) Effect of Change: Judges 2:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 When all that generation had been gathered to their
fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work which He
had done for Israel. 

(2) *400 years later: Judges 21:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone
did what was right in his own eyes. 

(a) *Jeremiah 6:16-19 (NKJV) ---- 16 Thus says the LORD: "Stand in the ways and see, And ask for
the old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But they
said, 'We will not walk in it.' 17 Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, 'Listen to the sound of the
trumpet!' But they said, 'We will not listen.' 18 Therefore hear, you nations, And know, O
congregation, what is among them. 19 Hear, O earth! Behold, I will certainly bring calamity on this
people-- The fruit of their thoughts, Because they have not heeded My words, Nor My law, but
rejected it. 

3. Departure from God begins with a change in attitude – Psalm 95:8; 101:4; Prov 4:23; Rom 1:21,22
a. Psalm 95:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 “Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion, As in the day of trial in the

wilderness,
(1) Psalm 101:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 A perverse heart shall depart from me; I will not know wickedness.
(2) Proverbs 4:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of

life.
(3) Romans 1:21-22 (NKJV) ---- 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as

God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,

b. Departure from God is fueled by a change in conviction / faith – Psalm 10:11,13; Heb 3:12; Rom 1:23
(1) Psalm 10:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 He has said in his heart, “God has forgotten; He hides His face; He will

never see.”
(2) Psalm 10:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Why do the wicked renounce God? He has said in his heart, “You will

not require an account.”
(3) Hebrews 3:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief

in departing from the living God;
(4) Romans 1:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made

like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.
c. Departure from God  results in a change in the application of scripture – 2 Pet 3:16; Rom 1:24,25
(1) 2 Peter 3:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are

some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction,
as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.
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(2) Romans 1:24-25 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of
their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the
lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

4. The danger of apostasy faced the early church - Acts 20:29-32; 2 Thess. 2:3, 7 
a. Apostasy occurred - 1 Cor.15; Rev. 2-3; (History – Catholicism; Reformation)
b. Recent History – (19th Cent. Christian Church . . . 20th Cent. The rise of institutionalism & the social

gospel) 
c. Today . . . !!!

III. The Departure From God’s Way Today
A. For some the challenge of doing it God’s Way is just to difficult in this changing world we live in: “The

Spirit of God is still moving and acting in the church today and we must be more open to it.  The result will
be exhilarating changes in the worship and mission of the church.  It has been a mistake to emphasize ‘the
old paths’ because we need to be open to change. . . . “The church has got to change.  If it doesn’t change,
my kids are not going to stay with it.  I’m probably not going to stay with it… Mine was the last generation
that would tolerate indoctrination.”  Rubel Shelly, “The Church In The 90’s: The Challenge Of Change”
Behold The Pattern, Goebel Music, 284-322

B. There is a great change in the attitude towards the Scriptures.
1. Emphasis of style over substance – Rom. 16:17,18; Mat. 7:15; 2 Cor. 11:14,15; 1 Cor. 4:6

a. Romans 16:17-18 (NKJV) ---- 17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and
offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them. 18 For those who are such do not
serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the
hearts of the simple.

b. Matthew 7:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravenous wolves.

c. 2 Corinthians 11:14-15 (NKJV) ---- 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an
angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers
of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.

d. 1 Corinthians 4:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself
and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of
you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.

2. Preaching less Bible and more touchy-feely stuff - 1 Pet. 4:11; 2 Tim. 4:2
a. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers,

let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

b. 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke,
exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.

3. De-emphasis of Biblical authority –(Traditions; New Hermeneutic; Love over command)  2 John 1:9;
Col. 3:17; Lev. 10:1,2

a. 2 John 9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have
God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

b. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

c. Leviticus 10:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and
put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded
them. 2 So fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.

4. Critical of those who “contend earnestly for the faith”  & apostolic “tradition” – Jude 1:3; 2 Thes 2:15
a. Jude 3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
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salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was
once for all delivered to the saints.

b. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you
were taught, whether by word or our epistle.

5. Equates boldness, confidence, and an uncompromising spirit with arrogance, while equating a soft,
uncertain and compromising spirit with humility. – Acts 4:29; 28:31; Gal. 2:5; Eph. 6:12; 1 Tim. 6:12;
2 Tim. 2:3; 2 Cor. 10:3-5

a. Acts 4:29 (NKJV) ---- 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all
boldness they may speak Your word,

b. Acts 28:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the
Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him.

c. Galatians 2:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of
the gospel might continue with you.

d. Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places.

e. 1 Timothy 6:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were
also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

f. 2 Timothy 2:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
g. 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NKJV) ---- 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the

flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,
5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing
every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,

6. To Identify Error and warn of danger is to be Charged with: 
a. “Personal Attacks”— 
b. “Traditionalism” –
c. “Pharisee-ism”
d. “Legalism” -
e. “Sectarianism!” –
f. The REAL bad guys – (according to the erring), are those who expose them!!! – (Jeremiah 18:18

(NKJV) ---- 18 Then they said, “Come and let us devise plans against Jeremiah; for the law shall not
perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come and let us attack
him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words.”

C. There is a Great change in the Conviction of Faith!
1. Can’t understand the Bible alike – (much less obey it alike) – Eph. 3:3-5; 5:17; John 14:15; John

17:20,21
2. A reorganization & refocus of the work of the church – (distains authority of elders - becoming “Socially”

centered) -1 Tim. 3:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought
to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of
the truth.

3. Worship styles casual & subjective – (becoming “entertainment” centered )- John 4:24; Col. 3:16,17
4. Plan of salvation relative – (De-emphasis of obedience & overemphasis of grace – Most in Denominations

saved ) Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom 6:3-6; Eph. 2:8-10
5. Accepting of Denominationalism (the church is another denomination)–  1 Cor. 1:10-13; Eph. 1:3
6. Moral Compromise -  1 Cor. 6:9-11; Eph. 5:3-11

D. The is a Great Change in the Application of Scriptures!
1. Clamoring for a new hermeneutic – (Rejection   of “CENI”) – Command, Example, Necessary Inference -

let alone the Silence of God!
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2. Rejection of “Patternism”  – (The Bible is JUST “A love letter” not a pattern to be followed) - 2 Tim.
1:13; Heb. 8:5; Mat. 12:7,8

3. Broaden scope of fellowship – (to be extended to those who believe and practice error) – 1 Cor. 8; Rom.
14; 16:17,18; Amos 3:3; 2 Cor. 6:14-16

E. When we move away from the firm/sound foundation of a “Thus saith the Lord” we:
1. Start to measure what we will do by what we have done!
2. We will move further and further away from God 
3. We set a course for complete apostasy 

IV. In Conclusion!
A. Man’s Way emphasizes!

1. Self ---- Judges 21:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was
right in his own eyes.

2. Feelings ---- 1 Kings 12:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 So he made offerings on the altar which he had made at
Bethel on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, in the month which he had devised in his own heart. And
he ordained a feast for the children of Israel, and offered sacrifices on the altar and burned incense.

3. Rationalization ---- Matthew 19:8-9 (NKJV) ---- 8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of
your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to
you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and
whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.”

B. God’s Way Emphasizes!
1. Authority & Absolute Truth ---- John 8:31-32 (NKJV) ---- 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who

believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.”

2. The Need For Obedience ---- Matt. 7:21 - “...whoever does the will...”; John 14:15 - “..if you love
me...”

3. The Reality of Sin ---- 1 John 3:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin
is lawlessness.

C. What is your attitude towards the Scriptures? – Psalm 119:97-104 (NKJV) ---- 97 Oh, how I love Your
law! It is my meditation all the day. 98 You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my
enemies; For they are ever with me. 99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, For Your
testimonies are my meditation. 100 I understand more than the ancients, Because I keep Your precepts.
101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your word. 102 I have not departed
from Your judgments, For You Yourself have taught me. 103 How sweet are Your words to my taste,
Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 104 Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every
false way.

1. Will we believe and stand upon what God teaches in His word? – Jeremiah 6:16; Ephesians 6:10-17;
2 Tim 3:15-17

2. Will we always seek to make the proper  application of scripture? – 2 Timothy 2:15; Hebrews 5:11-14
D. *Proverbs 3:5-7 (NKJV) ---- 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own

understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 7 Do not be wise in
your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 

1. *Acts 2:41-42 (NKJV) ---- 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day
about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 

2. *2 John 1:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 

E. Our Way or God’s Way - it does matter!
1. “I set before you Life and death - Choose life” - Deuteronomy 30:15-19 (NKJV) ---- 15 “See, I have set
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before you today life and good, death and evil, 16 in that I command you today to love the Lord your
God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may
live and multiply; and the Lord your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. 17 But if your
heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them,
18 I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which
you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you,
that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you
and your descendants may live; 1

Page 6 of  6


