
FIVE THINGS MOST PEOPLE DO NOT WANT TO THINK ABOUT 
Matthew 7:21-23 - “The Sermon on the Mount”

Introduction:
A. There are five truths found in this text - Matthew 7:21-23

1. Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) ---- 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that
day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done
many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from
Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

B. However, most people only want to focus on the good - well pleasing ideas from the “sermon on the
Mount”.  These are things people love to talk about and emphasize.

1. The Beatitudes –   Matthew 5:3-12
2. “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law” – Matthew 5:17
3. The “Model Prayer” – Matthew 6:9-15
4. “Judge not” – Matthew 7:1

C. What we want to note are the 5 fundamental truths found in Matthew 7:21-23
1. Everyone Will NOT Be Saved –   Matthew 7:21-23
2. Many Religious Folks Will Be Lost – Matthew 7:22,23
3. Only Those Who Do The Will of God Will Be Saved – Matthew 7:21
4. “That Day” is Coming –  Matthew 7:22
5. The Words - “I Never Knew You, Depart” – Matthew 7:23

D. Let us examine them one by one now!

II. Everyone Will NOT Be Saved –   Matthew 7:21-23
A. This is not because of a predestined desire of God , for an accurate study of God’s Word will clearly

show that God wants all to be saved –   1 Tim 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9
1. 1 Timothy 2:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the

truth.
2. 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness,

but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.

B. It is not because of a lack of effort on God’s part - for God has made provision so that everyone could
be saved – John 3:16; Titus 2:11

1. Titus 2:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
C. But the reality of what Christ here is saying is that few will be saved – Matthew 7:13,14; 1 John

5:19.
1. Matthew 7:13-14 (NKJV) ---- 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way

that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and
difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

2. 1 John 5:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway
of the wicked one.

D. Note some of those who are not going to be saved!
1. “Good” folks? – Ephesians 2:8,9; Acts 10:1,2,22; John 8:24

a. Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV) ---- 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

b. Acts 10:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of
what was called the Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his
household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always.
(1) Acts 10:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears

God and has a good reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by
a holy angel to summon you to his house, and to hear words from you.” 
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c. John 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

2. Far off, ignorant folks? –2 Tim 2:4; Act 17:30; Mark 16:15,16; Col. 1:23
a. 2 Timothy 2:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this

life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.
b. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands

all men everywhere to repent,
c. Mark 16:15-16 (NKJV) ---- 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel

to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned.

d. Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and
are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every
creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

3. Relatives? – Matthew 10:34-37; Luke 14:26 
a. Matthew 10:34-37 (NKJV) ---- 34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not

come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; 36 and ‘a man’s enemies will
be those of his own household.’ 37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of
Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

b. Luke 14:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.

III. Many Religious Folks Will Be Lost – Matthew 7:22,23
A. Even MANY who profess Jesus as Lord – Matthew 7:22,23; Luke 6:46

1. Luke 6:46 (NKJV) ---- 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?
B. Even MANY who prophesied, cast out demons & did many works! – Matthew 7:22,23; Col 3:17

1. Colossians 3:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching
and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

C. Even MANY who have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge – Rom. 10:1-4
1. Romans 10:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they

may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone who believes.

IV. Only Those Who Do The Will of God Will Be Saved – Matthew 7:21
A. Must hear & Obey Jesus – Matthew 17:5; 7:24-27; James 1:22-25; 2:14-26; Heb 5:8,9

1. Matthew 17:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them;
and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. Hear Him!”

2. Matthew 7:24-27 (NKJV) ---- 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them,
I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.
26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and
beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

3. James 1:22-25 (NKJV) ---- 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in
a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.
25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer
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but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
4. James 2:14-26 (NKJV) ---- 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does

not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16
and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the
things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not
have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your
faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one
God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish
man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he
offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and
by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed
God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You
see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot
also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as
the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

5. Hebrews 5:8-9 (NKJV) ---- 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey
Him,

B. Must obey the gospel of Christ – Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9
1. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord

Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power,

C. Must enter the straight gate & travel the narrow way! – Matthew 7:13,14; John 14:6; Col. 3:5-8;12-
17 

1. Colossians 3:5-8 (NKJV) ---- 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these
things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once
walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.

2. Colossians 3:12-17 (NKJV) ---- 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one
another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.
14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of
God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

V. “That Day” is Coming – Matthew 7:22
A. Many will say unto me in THAT DAY – Matthew 7:22; Acts 17:30-32; 2 Peter 3:10-14; 2 Cor

5:10; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9
1. Acts 17:30-32 (NKJV) ---- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands

all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world
in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising
Him from the dead.” 32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while
others said, “We will hear you again on this matter.”

2. 2 Peter 3:10-14 (NKJV) ---- 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth
and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening
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the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to
these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;

3. 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or
bad.

B. On THAT DAY there will be BUT two classes of people – SAVED & LOST – Matthew 25:31-46;
Revelation 20:11-15;

1. Matthew 25:31-46 (NKJV) ---- 31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels
with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him,
and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And
He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those
on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you
visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we
see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or
in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 41 “Then He will
also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for
the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me
no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and
in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we
see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’
45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one
of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”

2. Revelation 20:11-15 (NKJV) ---- 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw
the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things
which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades
delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14
Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

VI. The Saddest Words  “I Never Knew You, Depart” – Matthew 7:23
A. I never Knew You – (Spoken to people who THOUGHT they were saved) – Proverbs 14:12; 2 Cor.

13:5; 1 John 4:1; 
1. Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) ---- There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.
2. 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test

yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are
disqualified.

3. 1 John 4:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are
of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

B. Depart from Me, - Matthew 25:41,45,46; Luke 13:27
1. Matthew 25:41 (NKJV)---- 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me,

you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:
2. Matthew 25:45-46 (NKJV) ---- 45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,

inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will
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go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
3. Luke 13:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from.

Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’
C. You who practice lawlessness – Col. 3:17;  2 John 9; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9

1. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

2. 2 John 9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

VII. Conclusion:
A. Yes the five fundamental truths found here are:

1. Everyone Will NOT Be Saved –   Matthew 7:21-23
2. Many Religious Folks Will Be Lost – Matthew 7:22,23
3. Only Those Who Do The Will of God Will Be Saved – Matthew 7:21
4. “That Day” is Coming –      Matthew 7:22
5. The Words - “I Never Knew You, Depart” – Matthew 7:23

B. There are however Five truths that you need to seriously consider:
1. You Can Be Saved – Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38
2. You Can Serve The Lord Acceptably – John 4:24; James 1:26,27
3. You CAN Do The Will of The Father And Be Saved – Matthew 7:21; 25:34-40; 1 John 5:3
4. You Can Be Ready For THAT DAY– 2 Cor 15:58; 2 Peter 3:13,14
5. You CAN Hear the Words “Come, you blessed of My Father” – Matthew 25:34
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