
Do You Want to Go to Heaven - 2 Peter 1:1-11

Intro:
A. John 14:1-6 - 1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s

house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am,
there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know, and the way you know.” Thomas said to Him,5 

“Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?” Jesus said to him,6 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
1. Revelation 21 - paints a wonderful picture of what Heaven is going to be like.
2. Illustration - The Lollipop

B. But the question is do you want to go to heaven?
1. You might say that is obvious that is why I’m here!
2. You might say yes that is why I obeyed the plan of Salvation!
3. But there is something more than just wanting to go - and being prepared to go to Heaven.

C. In 2 Peter 1:1-11 - Peter assures us that if we are faithful to grow we will have a place in heaven.
D. Lets examine the text:

II. There are five factors leading into the list: 2 Peter 1:1-4 -(NKJV) Simon Peter, a bondservant and1 

apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of
our God and Savior Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of2 

Jesus our Lord, as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through3 

the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly4 

great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.1

A. We have a like precious faith
1. This is the faith once for all delivered to the Saints - Jude 3 -(NKJV) Beloved, while I was very3 

diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

B. We have the knowledge of God
1. In the beginning God created ---- Genesis 1:1
2. Christ came to show us the Father - John 14:7, 9-11- (NKJV) 7 “If you had known Me, you would

have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” John 14:9-11
(NKJV) Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me,9 

Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do
you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do
not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. 11 Believe Me
that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works
themselves.

C. We have obtained like precious promises.
1. The promises to the 1  Century Christians and to the Apostles are the same for us today.st

a. “I go” - If I go - “I will come again”
b. In My Fathers house are many Mansions - I go to prepare a place for you - John 14:1-3 -

(NKJV) 1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My
Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
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D. We have become partakers of the divine Nature
1. Romans 12:1-2 - transforming ourselves and our minds - Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV) - I beseech you1 

therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this world, but2 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God.

E. And we have become Escapees
1. We have escaped the bondage of sin - Romans 6:17 -(NKJV) But God be thanked that though17 

you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were
delivered.

III. The List of Nine attributes to add - 2 Peter 1:5-7 -(NKJV) But also for this very reason, giving all5 

diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control6 

perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness7 

love. 
A. God never asks us to take off something without replacing it with something else, as we look at this

list we must ask ourselves why are these things necessary in order to go to heaven.
1. Diligence - takes care of and replaces slothfulness and indifference - Prov 6:6
2. Faith - takes care of and replaces doubt.- John 8:24
3. Virtue/Courage - takes care of and replaces Cowardice - Rev 21:8

a. Not being ashamed to own our Lord.- Romans 1:16
4. Knowledge - takes care of and replaces Ignorance. - 1 Peter 1:14
5. Self Control - takes care of and replaces yielding to temptation. - James 1:14
6. Perseverance - takes care of and replaces Wavering. - Hebrews 10:23

7. Godliness - takes care of and replaces . Titus 2:12worldliness

8. Brotherly Kindness - takes care of and replaces a multitude of sins. 1 Cor 13:1-8
9. Love - takes care of and replaces irresponsible behavior. - Gal 6:1-5

B. Now note the fact that there are blessings flowing out of this list: 2 Peter 1:8,10-11 -(NKJV)
For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge8 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  2 Peter 1:10-11 (NKJV) Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to10 

make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an11 

entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
1. You will neither be barren nor unfruitful - this is important because of Christ’s teaching in John

15:4-6
2. You will never stumble - it is hard to be walking in the light and live in the darkness.
3. The entrance will be supplied to us abundantly.

IV. Conclusion:
A. So the question what if we don’t do these things:

1. Vrs 9  -(NKJV) For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has9 

forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.
a. You are short sighted
b. You have forgotten your past
c. You have returned to the pig pen of sin

B. So if you really want to go to heaven and that is your goal - having obeyed the Gospel Plan of
Salvation:
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1. Hearing the Word
2. Believing the Word
3. Repenting of your Sins
4. Confessing Jesus as Lord and Christ
5. Having been baptized for the remission of sins
6. By being faithful unto death - you will look at this list and other lists of things a Christian is to put

on in the newness of our walk.

1
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