
What Made David Think He Could Win - 1 Samuel 17:4-52 - Part One

Introduction:
A. In the book “Facing your Giants - Overcoming Life’s Challenges” several thoughts come to mind

as one contemplates the Biblical characters of the Old Testament.
1. Especially true of this is the Character of the young man David - one must ask ourself the

question - What Made Him Think that he could Win?
2. As one thinks about his life as a shepherd boy - what made him think he could take on a Lion

and a bear - and here in 1 Sam 17:4-52 Goliath.

Any normal person would have been afraid yet in this young man’s life (under 18 years of age)3.

he had the heart of a warrior and the trust of a mature man.
B. So as we turn to the text of our study - let us set up the stage of the challenge that was before this

young man and then as we study let us start to make applications to our lives - as young people and
older alike.

II. The Stage Scene: 
A. Philistines encamped between Sochoh and Azekah – vs. 1 - “Now the Philistines gathered together

their armies to battle; and they were gathered together at Socoh, which belongeth to Judah, and
encamped between Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim.” 
1. Saul and Israel encamped in valley of Elah – vs. 2 -“And Saul and the men of Israel were

gathered together, and encamped in the vale of Elah, and set the battle in array against the
Philistines.”
a. The face off – vs. 3 - “And the Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel

stood on the mountain on the other side: and there was a valley between them.” 
B.  Goliath Challenges Israel – 1 Samuel 17:1-23

1. Who is this Goliath? vrs 4-7 ---- 4 And there went out a champion out of the camp of the
Philistines, named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5 And he had a
helmet of brass upon his head, and he was clad with a coat of mail; and the weight of the coat
was five thousand shekels of brass. 6 And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a javelin
of brass between his shoulders. 7 And the staff of his spear was like a weaver’s beam; and his
spear’s head weighed six hundred shekels of iron: and his shield-bearer went before him. 
a. Goliath, a giant (about 9’9" tall!), 302 cm tall
b. Goliath wore a bronze helmet and a coat of scale armor weighing 5,000 shekels, that is,

about 125 pounds, and bronze greaves. - 56.7 kg’s
c. He was armed with a bronze javelin, and a long spear with an iron tip weighing over 15-

pounds! 6.8kg’s (about the weight of the transformer)
2. Saul & Israel’s Reaction – 17:11,24 - “11 And when Saul and all Israel heard those words of

the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.” ; “ 24 And all the men of Israel, when
they saw the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid.” 

3. Jesse sends David to the Israelite camp – 17:17-22 - {this was not a sending of his son to go to
the battle front in war} ---- “17 And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now for thy brethren
an ephah of this parched grain, and these ten loaves, and carry them quickly to the camp to thy
brethren; 18 and bring these ten cheeses unto the captain of their thousand, and look how thy
brethren fare, and take their pledge. 19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in
the vale of Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 20 And David rose up early in the morning, and
left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went, as Jesse had commanded him; and he came to
the place of the wagons, as the host which was going forth to the fight shouted for the battle. 21
And Israel and the Philistines put the battle in array, army against army. 22 And David left his
baggage in the hand of the keeper of the baggage, and ran to the army, and came and saluted his
brethren.” 
a. David hears Goliath’s challenge – 17:23 - “And as he talked with them, behold, there came

up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the ranks of the Philistines,
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and spake according to the same words: and David heard them.”
C. David accepts Goliath’s Challenge - vrs 24-32 - the reason for this acceptance - “25 And the men

of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he come up: and it shall
be, that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his
daughter, and make his father’s house free in Israel. 26 And David spake to the men that stood by
him, saying, What shall be done to the man that killeth this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach
from Israel? for who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living
God? 27 And the people answered him after this manner, saying, So shall it be done to the man that
killeth him. 28 And Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spake unto the men; and Eliab’s anger
was kindled against David, and he said, Why art thou come down? and with whom hast thou left
those few sheep in the wilderness? I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thy heart; for thou art
come down that thou mightest see the battle. 29 And David said, What have I now done? Is there
not a cause? 30 And he turned away from him toward another, and spake after the same manner: and
the people answered him again after the former manner. 31 And when the words were heard which
David spake, they rehearsed them before Saul; and he sent for him. 32 And David said to Saul, Let
no man’s heart fail because of him; thy servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 
1. There were two things which provoked David, and raised indignation in him against this man;

the one was, 
a. The character of the person that reproached, a Philistine, an uncircumcised person, a profane

man, that had no true religion in him, an alien from the commonwealth of Israel, and a
stranger to the covenants of promise; 

b. and the other was the persons whom he reproached, the armies of the living God, of the King
of kings, and Lord of lords; and which in effect was reproaching the Lord himself, and
which David, filled with zeal for God, and for his people, could not bear; and the
consideration of these things animated him to engage with him, not doubting of success”

2. 17:24,25,27 – The fear of the men of Israel – (the reward was not worth the fight)
3. 17:26 – David did not compare the enemy to himself or any man – but to the living God –

(Psalm 18:1-3; 28:7; 46:1; Isa. 12:2; 45:24)

Psalm 18:1-3 (ASV) ---- 1 I love thee, O Jehovah, my strength. 2 Jehovah is my rock, anda.

my fortress, and my deliverer; My God, my rock, in whom I will take refuge; My shield, and
the horn of my salvation, my high tower. 3 I will call upon Jehovah, who is worthy to be
praised: So shall I be saved from mine enemies.1

b. Ps 28:8 — The LORD is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed. 
c. Ps 19:14 — Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in

thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer. 
d. Ps 46:1 — God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
e. Isa 12:2 — Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD

JEHOVAH is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation. 
f. Isa 45:24 — Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to

him shall men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. 
g. Eph 6:10 — Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

4. David Trusted in God completely
a. Psalm 18:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 He delivered me from my strong enemy, From those who hated

me, For they were too strong for me.
b. Ps 18:1 — I will love thee, O LORD, my strength. 
c. Ps 18:2 — The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength,

in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower. 
d. Psalm 18:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; So shall

I be saved from my enemies. 
e. Psalm 28:7 (NKJV)  ---- 7 The LORD is my strength and my shield; My heart trusted in

Him, and I am helped; Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, And with my song I will praise
Him. 
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5. 17:28 – David faces rebuke from Eliab his brother – (cowards often mock the courageous)
a. But - 17:29,30 – David had acted and spoken in defense of the cause, and viewed the cause

worth the fight! – (spoke the same to others)
6. 17:31,32 – David tells the king he will go fight the man everyone else is afraid to fight – (Psalm

27:1-3)
a. 17:33 - “And Saul said to David, Thou art not able to go against this Philistine to fight with

him; for thou art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.”  – King Saul tries to
discourage David! – (“You are not able . . . you are but a youth, . . . [He is] a man of war
from his youth.”)
(1) David would not be discouraged - he looked to his past for strength - in what God

had done for him
(2) Previous Victories – 

(a) Killed a lion & a bear with God’s help – 34-37 - “And David said unto Saul, Thy
servant was keeping his father’s sheep; and when there came a lion, or a bear, and
took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered
it out of his mouth; and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and
smote him, and slew him. 36 Thy servant smote both the lion and the bear: and this
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies
of the living God. 37 And David said, Jehovah that delivered me out of the paw of
the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this
Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and Jehovah shall be with thee.” 

(3) Proven Methods – 
(a) Wasn’t a soldier, but a shepherd – 38-41 - “38 And Saul clad David with his apparel,

and he put a helmet of brass upon his head, and he clad him with a coat of mail. 39
And David girded his sword upon his apparel, and he assayed to go; for he had not
proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved
them. And David put them off him. 40 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose
him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in the shepherd’s bag which
he had, even in his wallet; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the
Philistine. 41 And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man
that bare the shield went before him.” 

(4) Faith in God – 36,37
(a) God’s enemies always lose 

D. Tho encouraged to abstain - he did not waiver - 1 Samuel 17:41-51
1. Did not waver in the face of intimidation, mockery or insults – 41-44, -42 And when the

Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him; for he was but a youth, and ruddy,
and withal of a fair countenance. 43 And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou
comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 And the Philistine
said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the birds of the heavens, and to the
beasts of the field. (cf Num. 13:28-33; 14:8,9)

2. David’s God is SO much bigger and stronger than his adversary that it  wasn’t a fair fight – 45-
47 — “45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear,
and with a javelin: but I come to thee in the name of Jehovah of hosts, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom thou hast defied. 46 This day will Jehovah deliver thee into my hand; and I will
smite thee, and take thy head from off thee; and I will give the dead bodies of the host of the
Philistines this day unto the birds of the heavens, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the
earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that
Jehovah saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is Jehovah’s, and he will give you into
our hand.” 

3. David’s trust was in
a. The Lord of host – 45
b. The God of Israel whom this giant defied – 45,46
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c. The Lord – who defends those who trust in Him -  and He will give the victory - 47
4. David ran toward the enemy – 48 -“And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came

and drew nigh to meet David, that David hastened, and ran toward the army to meet the
Philistine.”   - this shows he was not afraid
a. He used the weapon familiar to him to bring down his enemy – 49 -“And David put his hand

in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead; and
the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell upon his face to the earth.”

b. He killed Goliath with his own sword, and all the Philistines fled – 50,51 -“So David
prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew
him; but there was no sword in the hand of David. 51 Then David ran, and stood over the
Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut
off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they
fled.” 

E. David’s Faith was More than Just a faith of Words
1. David saw a cause worth fighting for regardless of the material reward!
2. David’s trust in the Lord was greater than his doubt or fear of failure!
3. The question to us today is “What about US - can we say the same of the Giants we must face

daily?”

What Made David Think He Could Win - 1 Samuel 17:4-52 - Part 2
Facing Our Giants Today

III. Some of Our External Giants
A. Satan and His Evil Forces

1. Much more powerful than we are alone but can be defeated with what God provides – Eph.
6:10-17 - (ASV) -10 Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on
the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For our
wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers,
against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places. 13 Wherefore take up the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and, having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your
loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your
feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 withal taking up the shield of faith,
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the evil one. 17 And take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

2. We are not ignorant of his devices – 2 Cor. 2:11 - (ASV) “11 that no advantage may be gained
over us by Satan: for we are not ignorant of his devices.” 

(ASV) - 7 Be subject therefore unto God; but3. Can be resisted and overcome!! – James 4:7 - 

resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
4. Note what John wrote:

a. 1 John 2:13 (NKJV)  - 13 I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from
the beginning. I write to you, young men, Because you have overcome the wicked one. I
write to you, little children, Because you have known the Father. 

b. 1 John 2:14 (NKJV) - 14 I have written to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who
is from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, Because you are strong, and the
word of God abides in you, And you have overcome the wicked one. 

c. 1 John 5:4 (NKJV)  - 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world--our faith. 

B. The evil Influences of the World and the Persecution
1. The immoral defy God and those who follow Him – John 15:20
2. The Academic world ridicules God and His people – they do everything they can to suppress

the truth – Rom 1:18,28,32; 2 Thes 2:10
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a. Romans 1:18 (ASV) -18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hinder the truth in unrighteousness; 

Romans 1:28 (ASV) - 28 And even as they refused to have God in their knowledge, Godb.

gave them up unto a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fitting;

Romans 1:32 (ASV) - 32 who, knowing the ordinance of God, that they that practise suchc.

things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but also consent with them that practise
them.

2 Thessalonians 2:10 (ASV) - 10 and with all deceit of unrighteousness for them that perish;d.

because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.
e. 1 John 4:4 (NKJV)  - 4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because

He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 
C. Error, false teachers and Denominationalism

(ASV) - 7 Ye hypocrites,1. The majority hold to erroneous unbiblical teaching – Mat 15:7-9 - 

well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people honoreth me with their lips; But their
heart is far from me. 9 But in vain do they worship me, Teaching as their doctrines the precepts
of men. 

2. Big name preachers ridicule and defy the church of Christ – John 11:47-53 - (ASV) - 47 The
chief priests therefore and the Pharisees gathered a council, and said, What do we? for this man
doeth many signs. 48 If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans will
come and take away both our place and our nation. 49 But a certain one of them, Caiaphas,
being high priest that year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at all, 50 nor do ye take account
that it is expedient for you that one man should die for the people, and that the whole nation
perish not. 51 Now this he said not of himself: but, being high priest that year, he prophesied
that Jesus should die for the nation; 52 and not for the nation only, but that he might also gather
together into one the children of God that are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day forth they
took counsel that they might put him to death.

3. How can we overcome the denominational concept? 
D. Life - things that happen to us

1. Injustices
2. Temptations –
3. Trials / Frustrations/tragedies / material loss
4. Loss of friends and family

a. To the world
b. To death itself - Romans 8:31-39 - (ASV) - 31 What then shall we say to these things? If

God is for us, who is against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up
for us all, how shall he not also with him freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay anything
to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth; 34 who is he that condemneth? It is
Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of
God, who also maketh intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36
Even as it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; We were accounted as sheep
for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that
loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

5. Sin 
6. Persecution -
7. Sickness / Disabilities -
8. Death - a state we all know if our end

E. How do we face these external giants in our lives today?

IV. Some of the Internal Giants
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A. A command of God that seems undoable  –  1 John 5:1-4; Phili 4:13 - (ASV) - 1 Whosoever
believeth that Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God: and whosoever loveth him that begat loveth
him also that is begotten of him. 2 Hereby we know that we love the children of God, when we love
God and do his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and
his commandments are not grievous. 4 For whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world:
and this is the victory that hath overcome the world, even our faith.

B. A temptation that seems unconquerable –  Mat 17:20; 21:21 - (ASV) 20 And he saith unto them,
Because of your little faith: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye
shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall
be impossible unto you.

C. A sin which seems insurmountable? –  Heb 12:1-3; 1 Cor. 10:13  -(ASV) 13 There hath no
temptation taken you but such as man can bear: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation make also the way of escape, that ye
may be able to endure it. 

D. Discouragement / worry? – Mat. 6:25-34; Phili 4:4-13 - (ASV) - 4 Rejoice in the Lord always:
again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your forbearance be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 In
nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,
whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these things. 9 The things which ye both learned and received and heard and saw
in me, these things do: and the God of peace shall be with you. 10 But I rejoice in the Lord greatly,
that now at length ye have revived your thought for me; wherein ye did indeed take thought, but ye
lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state
I am, therein to be content. 12 I know how to be abased, and I know also how to abound: in
everything and in all things have I learned the secret both to be filled and to be hungry, both to
abound and to be in want. 13 I can do all things in him that strengtheneth me.

E. Are There Goliath’s Facing God’s People Today? ---- YES THERE ARE!
1. Are You Willing To Accept The Challenge & Overcome The Enemy?

V. We are Fighting in a War where the cause is worth fighting for
A. God, His truth, His Son, and His people are worth defending – 1 Tim 3:15; 6:12; Jude 1:3; Acts

4:29,31
B. To be victorious over sin in our own life and in the lives of others – Is 59:1,2; Acts 2:38; 1 John

1:9,10; Rom 6:23; Gal. 6:1,2; James 5:19,20
C. God must be our source of Strength and we must not be discouraged by others.

1. Our Enemies! – 2 Cor 12:7
2. Our Brethren! – 2 Cor 11:26; Gal 2:4
3. Our Leaders! – Heb 13:7,17; Acts 20:29,30; 3 John 9

D. When temptation is unavoidable – it can be met and defeated!! – 1 Cor. 10:13; Mat 5:29,30 -
“Yield not to temptation....”

E. Use the weapons provided us by God – Eph. 6:10-18
F. Satan can be defeated!! – James 4:7

VI. In Conclusion:
A. So what made David Think that he could win?

1. The cause was worth the fight!
2. Placed confidence in the Lord!!
3. Used the strength he gained from God to defeat a giant!
4. When it came time for battle – He met the challenge!!

B. You and I too can be Victorious - why?
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1. Because - the Cause is worth the fight!
2. We can Place confidence in the Lord!!
3. We can Use strength gained from God to defeat  our giants!
4. When it comes time for battle – meet the challenge with faith in God – in His word – In His

promises!!
C. The reward – 

1. Matthew 13:45-46 (NKJV)  "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful
pearls, [46] who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and
bought it. 

2. Matthew 16:26 (NKJV)   For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses
his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 

D. Great spiritual riches in Christ, - 
1. Ephes. 1:3 (NKJV)  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed

us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 
2. Ephes. 3:8 (NKJV)  To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given,

that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 
E. Eternal life: 

1. 1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV)  to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you, 

F. The cause for fighting against sin IS worth fighting – 
1. 1 Tim. 6:12 (NKJV)   Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were

also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 
2. 2 Tim. 4:7 (NKJV)   I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

G. Many want the reward without the fight!! – 
1. Luke 6:46 (NKJV)  "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I say?
2. Galatians 6:7-9 (NKJV)   Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,

that he will also reap. [8] For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he
who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. [9] And let us not grow weary
while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. 
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