
What Does The Cross Represent?

Introduction:
A. To Many - The Cross Is Foolishness– (1 Cor 1:18 ----" For the message of the cross is

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God."
(1 Corinthians 1:18, NKJV) 

B. To Many - The Cross Is Offensive & Makes Enemies – (Gal 5:11; Phil 3:18)
1. "And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I still suffer persecution? Then the

offense of the cross has ceased." (Galatians 5:11, NKJV) 
2. "For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they

are the enemies of the cross of Christ:" (Philippians 3:18, NKJV) 
C. To Others – A Cross Is An Idol  – (Lev 26:1; Acts 17:29;   1 Cor 10:14)

1. " ‘You shall not make idols for yourselves; neither a carved image nor a sacred pillar shall you
rear up for yourselves; nor shall you set up an engraved stone in your land, to bow down to
it; for I am the Lord your God." (Leviticus 26:1, NKJV) 

2. "Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature
is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising." (Acts 17:29,
NKJV) **insert computerized image of what Christ may have looked like**

3. " Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry." (1 Corinthians 10:14, NKJV) 
D. An Instrument of Torture & Death – (Mat. 27:35; John 19:17)

1. " Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophet: “They divided My garments among them, And for My
clothing they cast lots.”" (Matthew 27:35, NKJV) 

2. " And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called
in Hebrew, Golgotha," (John 19:17, NKJV) 

E. A Synecdoche – A Part for the whole – (1 Cor 2:2; Gal 6:14)
1. "For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified."

(1 Corinthians 2:2, NKJV) 
2. "But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom

the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world." (Galatians 6:14, NKJV)

II. God’s Hatred for Sin:
A. Sin Separates Men From God – (Ez 18:20; Is 59:1,2)

1. "The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear
the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself." (Ezekiel 18:20, NKJV)

2. " Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it
cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have
hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear." (Isaiah 59:1-2, NKJV) 

B. The Penalty For Sin Is Death – (Rom 3:23; 6:23; Heb 9:22; 10:4; Luke 22:42)
1. "for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God," (Romans 3:23, NKJV) 
2. "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord."

(Romans 6:23, NKJV)
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3. "And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of
blood there is no remission." (Hebrews 9:22, NKJV) 

4. "For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins." (Hebrews 10:4,
NKJV)

5.  "saying, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but
Yours, be done.”" (Luke 22:42, NKJV) 

C. Jesus Died For Our Sins – (1 Pet 2:21-24; Heb 2:9; John 1:29; 1 John 2:1,2)
1. "For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that

you should follow His steps: “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth”;
who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten,
but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His own
body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness— by whose stripes
you were healed." (1 Peter 2:21-24, NKJV)

2.  "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death
crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone."
(Hebrews 2:9, NKJV)

3. " The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29, NKJV)

4. "My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins,
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world." (1 John 2:1-2,
NKJV) 

III. God’s Love for Man:
A. Gods Love Seen From The Beginning – (Gen 3:15; 2 Tim 1:9; Rev 13:8)

1. "And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed;
He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”" (Genesis 3:15, NKJV) 

2. "who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time
began," (2 Timothy 1:9, NKJV)

3.  "All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the
Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." (Revelation 13:8, NKJV) 

B. God’s Love Seen In The Old Testament – (Is 53:1-12)
1. " Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For He

shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form
or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. He is
despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as
it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has
borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God,
and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid
on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His
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mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So
He opened not His mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will
declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions
of My people He was stricken. And they made His grave with the wicked— But with the rich
at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it
pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an
offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the
Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His
knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities.
Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the
strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the
transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors."
(Isaiah 53:1-12, NKJV) 

C. Fulfilled In Christ – (Rom 5:6-8; John 3:16; 15:13; 1 John 4:9,10)
1. " For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For

scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even
dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us." (Romans 5:6-8, NKJV)

2. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16, NKJV) 

3. "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends." (John 15:13,
NKJV)

4. "In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son
into the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but
that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins." (1 John 4:9-10, NKJV)

IV. The End of the Old Law:
A. First Covenant Was Temporary – (Gal 3:19-25; Heb 8:7-13; 9:15-17)

1. " What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed
should come to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed through angels by the
hand of a mediator. Now a mediator does not mediate for one only, but God is one. Is the law
then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which
could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law. But the Scripture has
confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who
believe. But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which
would afterward be revealed. Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we
might be justified by faith. But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor."
(Galatians 3:19-25, NKJV) 

2. " For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a
second. Because finding fault with them, He says: “Behold, the days are coming, says the
Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah— not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took
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them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My
covenant, and I disregarded them, says the Lord. For this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws in their mind and write
them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. None of them shall
teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest of them. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness,
and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” In that He says, “A new
covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old
is ready to vanish away." (Hebrews 8:7-13, NKJV) 

3. "And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the
redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. For where there is a testament, there must also
of necessity be the death of the testator. For a testament is in force after men are dead, since
it has no power at all while the testator lives." (Hebrews 9:15-17, NKJV) 

B. Jesus Fulfilled The Old Law – (Mat 5:17-20; Luke 24:44-46; Acts 3:18)
1. " “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but

to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will
by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least
of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven;
but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For
I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 5:17-20, NKJV) 

2. " Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you,
that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and
the Psalms concerning Me.” And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend
the Scriptures. Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the
Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day," (Luke 24:44-46, NKJV) 

3. "But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would
suffer, He has thus fulfilled." (Acts 3:18, NKJV) 

C. The Old Law Was Nailed To The Cross – (Eph 2:14-16; Col. 2:14; Heb 10:9)
1. " For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall

of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments
contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making
peace, and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby
putting to death the enmity." (Ephesians 2:14-16, NKJV) 

2. "having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary
to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross." (Colossians 2:14,
NKJV) 

3. "then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.” He takes away the first that
He may establish the second." (Hebrews 10:9, NKJV) 

V. End of radical Ethnic Barriers:
A. Broke Down The Wall Between Jew & Gentile – (Eph 2:11-17; Acts 10:28)

1. " Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision
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by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— that at that time you were
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus
you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is
our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation,
having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in
ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that
He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death
the enmity. And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who
were near." (Ephesians 2:11-17, NKJV)

2. "Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with
or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man
common or unclean." (Acts 10:28, NKJV) 

B. Jesus Died For Everyone –     (1 John 2:1,2; Titus 2:11,12)
1. "My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins,

we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world." (1 John 2:1-2,
NKJV)

2.  " For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that,
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the
present age," (Titus 2:11-12, NKJV) 

C. God Is Not A Respecter of Persons – (Acts 10:34-36; Rom 2:11; 1 Pet 1:17; 2 Thess 1:7-9;
Gal 6:7-9)

1. " Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.
But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him. The
word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ— He
is Lord of all—" (Acts 10:34-36, NKJV) 

2. "For there is no partiality with God." (Romans 2:11, NKJV) 
3. "And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work,

conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear;" (1 Peter 1:17, NKJV)
4.  "and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven

with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and
on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power," (2
Thessalonians 1:7-9, NKJV)

5. "Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For
he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will
of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart." (Galatians 6:7-9, NKJV) 

VI. The Drawing Power of the Gospel:
A. The Story of The Cross Is The Foundation of The Gospel – (1 Cor. 2:1-4; 15:1-4)

1. " And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom
declaring to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know anything among you
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except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much
trembling. And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power," (1 Corinthians 2:1-4, NKJV) 

2. " Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you
received and in which you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word
which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that
which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He
was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures," (1 Corinthians
15:1-4, NKJV) 

B. All those Who Are Saved – Are Drawn By The Cross – (John 12:23-32; 1 Cor 1:18-21)
1. " But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man should be

glorified. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,
it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and
he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him
follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My
Father will honor. “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this
hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice
came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again.” Therefore the
people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has
spoken to Him.” Jesus answered and said, “This voice did not come because of Me, but for
your sake. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.
And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.”" (John 12:23-32,
NKJV) 

2. " For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” Where is the wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this
world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it
pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe." (1
Corinthians 1:18-21, NKJV) 

C. Draws Men To Faithful Obedience & Service – (Luke 9:23-26; 14:26-27; 2 Cor 5:14)
1. " Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and

take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the
whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words,
of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s,
and of the holy angels." (Luke 9:23-26, NKJV) 

2. "“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers
and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear
his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple." (Luke 14:26-27, NKJV)

3. "For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all
died;" (2 Corinthians 5:14, NKJV) 
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VII. Conclusion:
A. God’s Hatred For Sin –
B. God’s Love For Man –
C. The End of The Old Law –
D. The End of Racial & Ethnic Barriers –
E. The Drawing Power of The Gospel - 
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