
Series Studies In Conversions of the Book Of Acts - Lesson Five
The Conversion of Cornelius - Acts 10,11,15 

Intro:
A. The first converts to the gospel of Christ are the 3,000 Converted that is recorded in Acts 2:1-47;

from Acts 3-7 we have the preaching that takes place from Jerusalem thru Judea and then we
come to Acts 8:1-25 the conversion of the Samaritans , Acts 8:26-40 the conversion of the
Samaritans - Acts 9 - which looked at lessons learned from Saul of Tarsus conversion and today 
Acts 10,11 and 15 - the conversion of Cornelius and his household which will be the text of our
study this morning.

B. By definition (being converted) we are speaking about:
1. Merriam Webster - transitive verb

a. : to bring over from one belief, view, or party to another 
b. : to bring about a religious conversion in
c. : to alter the physical or chemical nature or properties of especially in manufacturing 

(1) : to change from one form or function to another 
(2) : to alter for more effective utilization

2. Jesus said of this - Matthew 18:3-4 (NKJV) ---- 3 and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless
you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of
heaven. 
4 Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. 

a. Acts 3:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted
out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 

b. James 5:19-20 (NKJV) ---- 19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and
someone turns him back, (convert him KJV)

(1) 20 let him know that he who turns (converteth – KJV) a sinner from the error of his way
will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins. 

C. Brief Analysis:
1. We are going to look at this effect from three perspectives:

a. Cornelius before his conversion – A honorable, godly. religious, charitable man – vss 1-4,22
b. The “HOW” of his conversion – Miracles involved & why, the necessity of preaching and

compliance – vss 3-48
c. Cornelius after his conversion – Wanted Peter and company to stay a few days  - Most likely

wanting to learn more about his new faith – vs. 48
2. Let us now begin our examination!

II. Before His Conversion:
A. What we know about Cornelius is:

1. ‘A centurion’ – over 100 men of the Italian regiment – (v. 1)
2. ‘A devout man’ – very religious, godly, devoted to God - (v. 2).
3. ‘Feared God’ - He and his house - (v. 2; 22; cf Pr 1:7)(NKJV) ---- 7 The fear of the Lord is the

beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.
4. ‘Gave alms generously’ - a caring, kind man - (v.2)
5. ‘Prayed to God always’ – (v. 2) - a man on his knees is a powerful man!
6. ‘A just man’ – fair and honest - (v. 22)
7. ‘respected by all the Jewish people’ - even though a foreigner – (vs 22)

a. But - Regardless of his godly character, moral purity, sincerity, devotion in worship,
generosity, conduct & reputation - Cornelius still NEEDED to be saved! – 10:6,22, 32,33;

Page 1 of  5



11:14; cf. Rom. 3:23; 6:23
b. Acts 10:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. He

will tell you what you must do.”
c. Acts 10:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who

fears God and has a good reputation among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed
by a holy angel to summon you to his house, and to hear words from you.”

d. Acts 10:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose surname is
Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When he comes, he will
speak to you.’

e. Acts 10:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come.
Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.”

f. Acts 11:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 who will tell you words by which you and all your household will
be saved.’

(1) Romans 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
(2) Romans 6:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal

life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
B. See Map of the events leading to his conversion:

1. Peter’s vision of the unclean Animals:
a. Acts 10:9-16 (NKJV) ---- 9 . . . Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour.

10 Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a
trance 11 and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four corners,
descending to him and let down to the earth. 

b. 12 In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and
birds of the air. 13 And a voice came to him, "Rise, Peter; kill and eat." 14 But Peter said,
"Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean."

c. 15 And a voice spoke to him again the second time, "What God has cleansed you must not
call common." 16 This was done three times. And the object was taken up into heaven again. 

C. See Map for Divine Intervention and Interaction:
1. Cornelius’ vision of an angel - 10:3-6 –– did not preach the gospel! 
2. Peter’s vision of unclean animals - 10:9-17,28-35 – prepared the preacher for the task of

preaching to the Gentiles 
3. The Holy Spirit falling on the Gentiles and them speaking in tongues - 10:44-46; 11:1-18;

15:7-11 – Not to save them – not for the Gentiles – but for the Jews!
a. Acts 10:44-46 (NKJV) ---- 44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit

fell upon all those who heard the word. 45 And those of the circumcision who believed
were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out on the Gentiles also. 46 For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify
God. Then Peter answered,

b. Acts 11:1-18 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now the apostles and brethren who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also received the word of God. 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those
of the circumcision contended with him, 3 saying, “You went in to uncircumcised men and
ate with them!” 4 But Peter explained it to them in order from the beginning, saying: 5 “I was
in the city of Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object descending like a great
sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it came to me. 6 When I observed it intently
and considered, I saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds
of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘Not so,
Lord! For nothing common or unclean has at any time entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice
answered me again from heaven, ‘What God has cleansed you must not call common.’ 10
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Now this was done three times, and all were drawn up again into heaven. 11 At that very
moment, three men stood before the house where I was, having been sent to me from
Caesarea. 12 Then the Spirit told me to go with them, doubting nothing. Moreover these six
brethren accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 And he told us how he had
seen an angel standing in his house, who said to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon
whose surname is Peter, 14 who will tell you words by which you and all your household will
be saved.’ 15 And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the
beginning. 16 Then I remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If therefore God
gave them the same gift as He gave us when we believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I
that I could withstand God?” 18 When they heard these things they became silent; and
they glorified God, saying, “Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life.”

c. Acts 15:7-11 (NKJV) ---- 7 And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to
them: “Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by my
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 So God, who knows
the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, 9
and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 10 Now
therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither
our fathers nor we were able to bear? 11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they.”

d. The Holy Spirit “fell ON them” (10:44)
(1) As on the apostles at the beginning (11:15)

e. The Holy Spirit was “poured out on them” (10:45)
(1) Reminding Peter of Jesus’ promise - (11:16)

f. They spoke with tongues (10:46)
(1) The gift was the ability to speak in tongues (11:17)

D. Why did this occur?
1. Astonished the Jewish Christians who were with Peter (10:45,46)

a. Silenced critics against Peter’s going in to Gentiles (11:1-3)
2. To demonstrate the abolishment of the  barrier between Jew & Gentile (10:46; Ep 2:11-13 - 

(NKJV)11 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called
Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands— 12 that at that
time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.)

a. Convinced Jews that Gentiles were to be accepted   (11:18)
3. To remove ALL doubt that the Gentiles MUST be baptized (saved) (10:47)

a. Peter couldn’t withstand God – neither could anyone!!  (11:17)
E. As we consider the Holy Spirit falling on the Gentiles:

1. Was NOT to SAVE them – and did not save them – (cf Num. 22:28; 23:5,12,26; 1 Sam
19:21-23; John 11:51) 

a. Numbers 22:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said
to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?”

b. Numbers 23:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Then the Lord put a word in Balaam’s mouth, and said,
“Return to Balak, and thus you shall speak.”

(1) Numbers 23:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 So he answered and said, “Must I not take heed to speak
what the Lord has put in my mouth?”

(2) Numbers 23:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 So Balaam answered and said to Balak, “Did I not tell you,
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saying, ‘All that the Lord speaks, that I must do’?”
c. 1 Samuel 19:21-23 (NKJV) ---- 21 And when Saul was told, he sent other messengers, and

they prophesied likewise. Then Saul sent messengers again the third time, and they
prophesied also. 22 Then he also went to Ramah, and came to the great well that is at Sechu.
So he asked, and said, “Where are Samuel and David?” And someone said, “Indeed they are
at Naioth in Ramah.” 23 So he went there to Naioth in Ramah. Then the Spirit of God was
upon him also, and he went on and prophesied until he came to Naioth in Ramah.

d. John 11:51 (NKJV) ---- 51 Now this he did not say on his own authority; but being high
priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation,

2. Peter was sent to them to tell them what they MUST do in order to be saved – 11:14
3. To provide undeniable evidence that the Jewish Christians were to accept Gentiles when they

complied with the gospel message. 

III. The Necessity of Hearing the Word
A. The text in view:

1. 10:6 – “He will tell you what you must do." 
2. 10:22 - “to summon you to his house, and to hear words from you." 
3. 10:32,33  “When he comes, he will speak to you . . . to hear all the things commanded you by

God." 
4. 11:14  who will tell you words by which you and all your 

B. What did Cornelius know?? (10:37)
1. Feared and worshiped God! (10:2)
2. The word that God sent to the children of Israel! (10:36,37,42)
3. That peace through Jesus Christ was preached! (10:36,37,43; [Phillip, Acts 8:40]- (NKJV) 40

But Philip was found at Azotus. And passing through, he preached in all the cities till he came
to Caesarea.)

4. That Jesus was preached as being Lord of ALL! (10:36,37,43)
5. The works of Jesus! (10:38,39,40)
6. What He Did Not Know Was:

a. That God had “granted repentance to life” to the Gentiles as well as the Jews – (11:18)
b. The words God had commanded Peter to speak to them, i.e. that which they MUST do! –

(10:33, [6,22,32,42; 11:14])
c. That they too must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ! (10:47,48; 11:17; cf. 2:38)

C. When Was Cornelius Saved?
1. After they heard the gospel – their hearts were purified by faith when they obeyed those things

commanded them by God - (10:5,22,32,33; 11:14; 15:7-9; 1 Peter 1:22,23; Gal. 3:26,27)
a. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV)---- 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through

the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,
(1) 1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but

incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,
b. Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

(1) Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.

2. After they repented! – (11:18)
3. When they were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ! (10:47,48; 11:17; cf. 2:38; 22:16; 1 Pet

3:21 (NKJV) ---- There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of21 

the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ,)
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a. Acts 10:42-43 (NKJV) ---- . . . [43] To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name,
whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins." 

b. Acts 10:47-48 (NKJV) ---- "Can anyone forbid water, . . . [48] And he commanded them to
be baptized in the name of the Lord. . . . 

(1) cf Acts 2:38
(2) John 1:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to

become children of God, to those who believe in His name:
D. The Before and After:

1. Before ---- Pious ; Worshiper ; Benevolent ; Lost
2. After ---- Pious ; Worshiper ; Benevolent ; Saved

IV. In Conclusion:
A. The Lessons and Applications:

1. Not saved just because religious and sincere. Not saved by good deeds.
2. Not saved without hearing the gospel.
3. Holy Spirit baptism not for us today – (Eph. 4:5 ---- “one baptism”).
4. God is no respecter of persons – (Acts 10:34,35).
5. All saved the same way. Not saved by faith only!
6. Baptism (immersion in water) is a command that must be obeyed.
7. Baptism in the name of Jesus is NOT Holy Spirit baptism – Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5,6
8. Desire to learn more - 

B. Have you been converted?
1. Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God?
2. Have you confessed Jesus as the Christ?
3. Have you by faith, obeyed the truth in repentance and baptism? (1 Pet. 1:22,23)
4. Are you seeking to grow spiritually? (2 Pet. 1:5-10 (NKJV) ---- 5 But also for this very reason,

giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control,
to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and
to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these
things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old
sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if
you do these things you will never stumble;

C. You have been “granted repentance unto life!”
1. Have your soul purified by faith today! – Acts 15:9; 1 Pet. 1:22,23; 2 Cor. 6:2

a.  Acts 15:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts
by faith.

b. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23
having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God
which lives and abides forever,

(1) 2 Corinthians 6:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you,
And in the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold,
now is the day of salvation.
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