
Christmas - Facts and Fiction
Intro:

A. As another year draws to a close, we face the holiday season known as Christmas.
1. We all are affected in one way or another by the events surrounding this day.

B. Since Christians are desirous of serving the Lord, naturally questions arise as to their relationship
to this supposed birthday of Christ.

1. In this study we want to show that Christians should not observe this day as a religious holy day.
2. In doing this, we reveal why there will be no special services before, during, or after this day at

this building.
3. In our study, we will be saying things concerning Christmas that would not be allowed in nearly

all the denominational churches in our country.
a. This holiday will be celebrated as the birth of Christ. Yet......

(1) During this season, there will be more domestic violence, more alcohol-related injuries &
death, more debt incurred, & more marital infidelity than at any other time of the year!

(2) Office parties soon become drinking parties, reveling, etc.
4. And this is how men should remember the birth of Jesus?

C. Men are far more interested in observing their religious days (Christmas, Easter) than they are in
observing the Lord's Day (Heb. 10:25).

1. Human memorials of Christ's birth vs. Lord's memorial of His death (1 Cor. 11:23-26).
2. Christ will only accept honor given Him in God's way - Jno. 4:23-24.

D. So,  Christmas is an interesting time of the year.  All the lights and music make it different  from
the other times of the year.  Being able to visit family and loved ones is always nice perk if your
family (if your family is near).

1. There is always a lot of chatter about Christmas and this year has not been any exception. There
is said to be a war declared on Christmas? In reality, there is really no war on Christmas per say.

a. The war that exists in America is on faith, and since many people equate Christmas with being
a religious holiday, they take the war to a Christmas front or battleground. 

b. The war on faith is seen to some degree in the Christmas issue, in the taking down statutes of
the 10 Commandments, of taking prayer out of school and other events, etc. Christmas is
merely a side issue in the war on faith, but I question whether it should be in the battle to begin
with. 

2. I wish that if we were going to enter into the war on faith, that we would enter it upon a
foundational level rather than seeking to defeat it with these side issues. 

a. Let’s debate whether there is a creator or not! Let’s debate whether the Bible is God’s word or
not. 

b. Let’s debate the faith of infidels and see the absurd conclusions that such a faith ends in. 
c. Let’s reason in an arena of ideas that are publicly presented and challenged. 
d. Let’s then debate whether God has a place in American government. 

(1) But what we are doing is getting bogged down in sideshows.
e. Christmas is an illegitimate battle for Christians to engage in. 

(1) If you believe that Christmas is a religious holiday, you are buying into a belief, a doctrine
that is built on human speculation and failed biblical exegesis.

E. The truth of this subject and any other religious subject can only be determined from the “truth that
is found in the Word of God” - John 17:17; 8:32

F. So let us turn our attention to looking at this subject from the stand point of fact or fiction?   If it
is fact then we ought to embrace it - if it is fiction then we ought to let it go!
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II. Fact or Fiction:
A. “Keep Christ in Christmas”

1. Was Christ ever in Christmas?
2. if “yes,” one must show:

a. Jesus was born on December 25th

b. His birth was to be observed by the church
c. the manner in which it is to be observed in the church

3. When one searches what is written: 
a. By the prophets, Christ’s teaching, apostles’ doctrine, early church practice of the 1  century.st

(1) The prophets speak of the birth of Christ, but they tell us what was going to happen and
where, they do not tell us to celebrate such or how to do so.

(a) prophets: - born of a virgin, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14)

(b) born in Bethlehem: Micah 5:2
b. Christ did not teach us to celebrate His birth. 

(1) Mark 10:45  "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for many.”

(2) Importance was not on His birth but the service of His life and death.
c. The apostles taught regarding Jesus’ birth, but gave a historical narrative. They do not state

what day it was nor do they tell us anywhere to keep it. (We include Luke in here, though he
is not an apostle, he wrote authoritatively and by the Holy Spirit.)  They speak in:

(1) a historical narrative
(2) doesn’t tell us what day Jesus was born
(3) doesn’t tell us to celebrate it
(4) does tell us how to celebrate it

d. There is no example of the church in the 1  century celebrating the birth of Christ.st

4. These are the facts, so it is impossible to keep Christ in something that is not found in the
Scriptures!

B. So how did December 25 become celebrated as Christ’s Birthday?
1. Many different dates have been suggested by men through the years.

a. The Eastern Orthodox church celebrates it on Jan. 6th, others on Jan. 19th, March 25th, etc.
b. Human speculation over date:

(1) Clement of Alexandria - Nov. 18, 3 BC. / May 20.
(2) Hippolytus - Jan. 2, March 25 or April 2, finally Dec. 25.

c. Others - January 6; March 28; April 18 or 19; Every month!
(1) "No sufficient data, however, exists for the determination of the month or day of the event"

- The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia Of Religious Knowledge, Reprint 1977, III:47.
d. God would have told us if He had wanted us to know! (Deut. 29:29)

2. December 25 was not celebrated as Jesus’ birthday by anyone in the first century
a. Definition Of "Christmas" - "Mass Of Christ."

3. Catholicism - Celebration of the birth of Christ by a special mass.
4. This festival created to counter pagan festivals:

(1) Roman Saturnalia (Dec. 17-24) - Honored Saturnus, a pagan god. A time of gluttony and
licentiousness.

(2) Roman feast of Mithrand, the Sun god (Dec. 25).
C. Clearly, The Festival Of The Birth Of Christ Began In Post-Apostolic Times.

1. Encyclopedia Of Religion & Ethics, III:601 - "There is no evidence of the existence of a Feast
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of the Nativity before the 4th century."
2. Shaff-Herzog Encyclopedia, III:47 - "There is no historical evidence that our Lord's birthday

was celebrated during the apostolic or early post-apostolic times."
3. How December 25 was selected for celebrating Christ's birth:

a. Liberius, Bishop of Rome, declared Dec. 25 celebrated as Christ's birthday in 354  AD.
(1) prescribed by Liberius in 354 AD to be adopted
(2) previously declared by Constantine 336 AD
(3) based upon the desire to “christianize” December 25th; pagans worshipped Saturnalia in

December
b.  Any reliable encyclopedia will give the true origin of Christmas.

(1) The Encyclopedia of Religion by Fern:  "According to authentic records, no church festival
was held in celebration of Christ's birth, until the first half of the forth century."

(2) The World Book Encyclopedia: "Bishop Liberious of Rome in 354 A.D. ordered that
December 25th be adopted as the birth date of Christ."

(3) The Britannica Encyclopedia: "Liberius gave this reason for having Christmas: 'We have
a Mass for every Saint, but there is no Mass for Christ'."

4. From the above came the name "Christmas" -- "Christ & Mass." ----
a. “Here let it be noted that most people think that the word, "Christmas" means "the birth of

Christ." By definition, it means "death of Christ", and I will prove it by using the World Book
Encyclopedia, the Catholic Encyclopedia, and a book entitled, The Mass In Slow Motion. 

(1) If you are an honest, sincere and discerning Christian, please read on; if not, you might as
well stop right here. The World Book Encyclopedia defines "Christmas" as follows: "The
word Christmas comes from "Cristes Maesse", an early English phrase that means "Mass of
Christ." (1) It is interesting to note that the word "Mass", as used by the Roman Catholics,
has traditionally been rejected by the so-called Protestants, such as Lutherans, Baptists,
Methodists, Presbyterians, Pentecostals and so on. The word "Mass" is strictly a Catholic
word and thus, so is "Christ-Mass." 

(2) It would stand to reason, that since all of these denominations love and embrace "Christ-
Mass", that December 25th is the great homecoming day, when all of the Protestants become
Catholic for a day. It would seem that all of the so-called "wayward daughters" of the Romish
church return to their mother, the scarlet harlot. Thus, all of the so-called Protestant churches
could sing to the Pope that popular song "I'll be home for Christmas." 

b. As previously stated, the word "Mass" in religious usage means a "death sacrifice." The impact
of this fact is horrifying and shocking; for when the millions of people are saying, "Merry
Christmas", they are literally saying "Merry death of Christ!" Furthermore, when the fat man
in the red suit laughs boisterously and says, "Ho ho ho, Merry Christmas", he is mocking and
laughing at the suffering and bleeding Saviour, who died for our sins. He does this while
parents place their little children into his waiting arms to hear his false promises of gifts that
he says he will give them. Consider what you are saying when you say "Merry Christmas." 

c. What is so amusing about our Saviour's painful death? What is so funny? Why is Santa
laughing? Why are you going along with it? Your words do count and Satan knows it. Yes, the
word "Mass" does mean "death sacrifice", and to cement that fact, we will consider the
definition of the inventors of the religious application of the word "Mass." I am looking at page
537 of the Catholic Encyclopedia, which says, "In the Christian law, the supreme sacrifice is
that of the Mass." It goes on to say, "The supreme act of worship consists essentially in an
offering of a worthy victim to God, the offering made by a proper person, as a priest, the
destruction of the victim." (2) Please note carefully the word, "victim" of the Mass. The Latin
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word for victim is "Hostia" from which the word "host" is derived. The Mass, by definition of
those who coined the word, is a sacrifice involving a victim. There is no other meaning for the
word "Mass" or "Christ-Mass." 

d. On page 110 of a book entitled "The Mass In Slow Motion", we find the following words: "It
is only with the consecration that the sacrifice of the Mass is achieved. I have represented the
Mass to you, more than once, as a kind of ritual dance." (3) In essence, the Mass is the
ceremonial slaying of Jesus Christ over and over again, followed by the eating of his flesh and
the drinking of his blood. The Mass is the death sacrifice, and the "Host" is the victim. This is
official Roman Catholic doctrine, and "Christmas" is a word that they invented. Again, I ask,
what is so merry about the pain, bleeding, suffering and death of Jesus Christ? Satan has done
quite a job of getting millions of so-called "Christians" to blaspheme. What a deceiver he is. 

e. Now you know the true meaning of the word "Christmas" or Mass of Christ. There is much
more to know about this pagan holiday, and we will be glad to provide you with plenty of
evidence that Jesus was not born on December 25th, and that Christmas is not only a lie, but
is actually a witches' sabbat called "Yule" in clever disguise. - by David J Meyer - via
http://www. lasttrumpetministries. org /tracts /tract4.html

f. Yes -  It was borrowed from paganism.
(1) The Lincoln Library of Essential Information: "December 25th was already a festive day

for the sun god Mithra and appealed to Christians as an appropriate date to commemorate the
birth of Jesus, the 'Light of the World'."

(2) Time Magazine (An article on Christmas, Dec. 10, 1965): "Christmas never completely
belonged to the church.  It began as a pagan festival and it has slowly been changing back
into one for the past half-century.  Long before the birth of Christ, Dec. 25 was celebrated in
pagan societies as the day on which the sun began its yearly rebirth (astronomically they were
only three days off)...When the Christian missionaries began to comb the countryside for
converts, they found that few were willing to give up their pagan rites.  Figuring that
pragmatism was called for, they combined the two holidays into the mixture of religious
customs that remain today."

(3) The New Chaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge (Vol. 3, p. 48): "The pagan
festival (Brumalia, Dec. 25) with its riot and merrymaking was so popular that Christians
were glad of an excuse to continue its celebration with little change in spirit or in manner. 
Christian preachers of the West and the nearer East protested against the unseemly frivolity
with which Christ's birthday was celebrated, while Christians of Mesopotamia accused their
Western brethren of idolatry and sun-worship for adopting as Christian this pagan festival. 
Yet the festival rapidly gained acceptance and became at last so firmly established that even
the Protestant revolution of the sixteenth century was not able to dislodge it..."

g. The reformation movement was not able to dislodge it, but the restoration movement was,
unfortunately it is been added back into many of the liberal congregations and even seen as ok
in some conservative groups..

h. "There can be little doubt that the Church was anxious to distract the attention of Christians
from the old heathen feast days by celebrating Christian festivals on the same days
(Encyclopedia of Religion & Ethics, III:607).

i. "The indications are, that the Church in this way grasped the opportunity to turn the people
away from a purely pagan observance of the winter solstice to a day of adoration of Christ the
Lord" - Collier's Encyclopedia.

5. The observance of Christ's birth began in Catholicism & paganism, not Christianity nor in the
Scriptures!
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a. "Human in its origin, arbitrary and irrelevant in its time, and Pagan in its Ceremonies, it clearly
has no claims whatever upon the true Christian." (W.K. Pendleton, Millennial Harbinger,
1848, p.22).

D. The shepherds went to the manger, the wise men went to a house.  All of the nativity scenes which
you see out in front of church buildings are based on human speculation and poor Bible study.

1. Three Wise Men at the Manger - Fact or Fiction?
a. the wise men never went to a manger!

(1) “And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother,
and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented
gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh”  (Matt. 2:11, NKJV)

(2) NOTE - A HOUSE NOT A BARN!
b. The wise men didn’t see a babe wrapped in swaddling clothing, but a young child.

(1) “And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother,
and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented
gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh”  (Matt. 2:11, NKJV)

(2) Not a BABY - but a YOUNG CHILD cf vrs 16
c. THREE WISE MEN ----- Nowhere in Scriptures can you find this claim!   The text certainly

does not mention it here. — another fiction “We three Kings of Orient Are....”
(1) “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise

men from the East came to Jerusalem” (Matt. 2:1, NKJV)
(2) “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from

the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying” (NASB)
(a) “a Magian, i.e. an (Oriental) astrologer, by impl. a magician” (NAS GRK)
(b) An astrologer is not a king. Where the idea that these men were kings came from, I don’t

know. I just know that it didn’t come from the New Testament.
2. The Magi’s Faith

a. looked to the light of God’s WORLD
(1) “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and

have come to worship Him” (Matt. 2:2; NKJV)
(2) knew one was to be born king of the Jews

(a) “I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out
of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel. . .” (Num. 24:17, KJV)

(3) acted on the light given
(a) “we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”

III. In Conclusion:
A. December 25th was chosen by man to attempt to “Christianize” a pagan feast
B. “Christmas” is not found in the Bible
C. No New Testament Christian celebrated Christmas

1. “Santa Claus” seems to have been a derivative
2. “Saint Nicholas” – “Sante Niklass” – “Santa Claus”
3. Christmas is registered as a “national holiday”
4. Christmas is BIG-TIME commercialized

a. “Americans spend nearly $7.5 billion on greeting cards each year, with the average household
buying 30 cards in a year, according to the Greeting Card Association.

b. Seasonal cards include Christmas, which accounts for 30 percent of all sales, and such biggies
as Valentine's Day and Mother's Day. Everyday cards include birthdays and anniversaries.” ----
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via (dailypress.com) 
(1) $7.5 billion X 30% = $2.25 billion
(2) November 20, 2003 ---- “Americans plan to spend an average of $734 on Christmas gifts this

year. . .”  (poll.gallup.com) much has not changed this coming year in the projections!
(a)  $734.00 X 350,000,000 Americans  = $256,900,000,000.00
(b) So, why do you think Wal-Mart, Kmart, Target, J.C. Penny, Sears, etc. have so many

Christmas commercials and sales, etc.? 
(c) There is a lot of money to be made in December, 256.9 billion dollars that is!
(d)  That doesn’t even include the 2.25 billion on cards and another 500,000,000 million on

postage

Information from David J. Riggs, past lessons on Christmas and Steven Wallace.
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