
HAVE YOU BEEN CHARMED? - Scripture Reading - Genesis 3:1-6
Song before lesson - # 325 - “I am Resolved”

Introduction:

A. Cat & Bulldog story

B. Cobra ill.

C. Hypnotist ill.   "hypnotized"

D. Another word for this is "charmed" - Dog charmed by the  Cat; Cobra was

charmed by music; person charmed by the coin.

E. Definition of "charmed." - "delighted, fascinated, attracted."

1. One who is charmed - gives full attention to the object, is fully positive,

and often acts irrational , becomes totally obsessed.

F. Satan is aware of our ability to be charmed.... Gen. 3:1-6 (NKJV) ---- 1

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the

Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said,

‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to

the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the

fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall

not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 Then the serpent said to

the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you

eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good

and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that

it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took

of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

1. ADAM & EVE ill. - One thing told not to do!

a. Satan told Eve about the fruit

b. Eve just had to have it

2. Since then Satan has been charming people with sin

II. PEOPLE ARE OFTEN CHARMED BY PLEASURE

A. Samson - born to deliver God's people from the Philistines - NAZARITE

1. Found a woman he loved - Judges 16:5-17 (NKJV) ---- 5 And the lords

of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, “Entice him, and find out

where his great strength lies, and by what means we may overpower him,

that we may bind him to afflict him; and every one of us will give you

eleven hundred pieces of silver.” 6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell
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me where your great strength lies, and with what you may be bound to

afflict you.” 7 And Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven fresh

bowstrings, not yet dried, then I shall become weak, and be like any other

man.” 8 So the lords of the Philistines brought up to her seven fresh

bowstrings, not yet dried, and she bound him with them. 9 Now men were

lying in wait, staying with her in the room. And she said to him, “The

Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he broke the bowstrings as a

strand of yarn breaks when it touches fire. So the secret of his strength

was not known. 10 Then Delilah said to Samson, “Look, you have mocked

me and told me lies. Now, please tell me what you may be bound with.”

11 So he said to her, “If they bind me securely with new ropes that have

never been used, then I shall become weak, and be like any other man.”

12 Therefore Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them, and said

to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And men were lying in

wait, staying in the room. But he broke them off his arms like a thread. 13

Delilah said to Samson, “Until now you have mocked me and told me lies.

Tell me what you may be bound with.” And he said to her, “If you weave

the seven locks of my head into the web of the loom”— 14 So she wove

it tightly with the batten of the loom, and said to him, “The Philistines are

upon you, Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep, and pulled out the

batten and the web from the loom. 15 Then she said to him, “How can you

say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is not with me? You have mocked me

these three times, and have not told me where your great strength lies.” 16

And it came to pass, when she pestered him daily with her words and

pressed him, so that his soul was vexed to death, 17 that he told her all his

heart, and said to her, “No razor has ever come upon my head, for I have

been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am shaven, then my

strength will leave me, and I shall become weak, and be like any other

man.”

2. He's not the last fellow to do that

3. We've all seen one with a good family, (etc) throw it all away because

they were charmed by self-indulgence.

B. Strong drink - Proverbs 23:29-35 (NKJV) ---- 29 Who has woe? Who has

sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaints? Who has wounds

without cause? Who has redness of eyes? 30 Those who linger long at the

wine, Those who go in search of mixed wine. 31 Do not look on the wine
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when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around

smoothly; 32 At the last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper. 33

Your eyes will see strange things, And your heart will utter perverse

things. 34 Yes, you will be like one who lies down in the midst of the sea,

Or like one who lies at the top of the mast, saying: 35 “They have struck

me, but I was not hurt; They have beaten me, but I did not feel it. When

shall I awake, that I may seek another drink?”

1. I know of a Christian man - wonderful family (etc) -  started drinking - all

falling apart - some members went to see him:

a. Do you love the bottle more......? NO

b. WHY are you doing this?    I DON'T KNOW

2. HE WAS CHARMED!

C. Food and drink many times becomes charming to those who set their eyes

on it.

III. SOME PEOPLE ARE NOT CHARMED BY PLEASURE, INSTEAD CHARMED BY

POSITION - THEY'LL SACRIFICE A LOT OF PLEASURES FOR POSITION

A. A Bible Person who comes to mind here is King Saul.

1. At first He didn't want to be king.

2. After he was made king it did not take to long before he started to like it,

and the prominence that his position afforded him in society.

3. Then one day Saul heard the women singing --- "Saul killed his 1,000's

and David his 10,000's" - I Sam. 18:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 So the women sang

as they danced, and said: “Saul has slain his thousands, And David his ten

thousands.”

B. Wasn't long after this that God had departed from Saul see vrs 12 cf.

16:14 , 15:17-28, he was rejected as king because he dis-obeyed Him, and

David was anointed to be the next King. --- cf. 16:11-13.

1. 1 Samuel 18:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Now Saul was afraid of David, because

the Lord was with him, but had departed from Saul.

a. 1 Samuel 16:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 But the Spirit of the Lord departed from

Saul, and a distressing spirit from the Lord troubled him.

b. 1 Samuel 15:17-28 (NKJV) ---- 17 So Samuel said, “When you were

little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel? And did
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not the Lord anoint you king over Israel? 18 Now the Lord sent you on

a mission, and said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites,

and fight against them until they are consumed.’ 19 Why then did you

not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop down on the spoil,

and do evil in the sight of the Lord?” 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But

I have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and gone on the mission on which

the Lord sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly

destroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep

and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly

destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal.” 22 So Samuel

said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As

in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,

And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of

witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you

have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being

king.” 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have

transgressed the commandment of the Lord and your words, because I

feared the people and obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, please

pardon my sin, and return with me, that I may worship the Lord.” 26 But

Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you, for you have rejected the

word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over

Israel.” 27 And as Samuel turned around to go away, Saul seized the

edge of his robe, and it tore. 28 So Samuel said to him, “The Lord has

torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a neighbor

of yours, who is better than you.

2. David never did one bad thing to Saul - you don't have to do anything bad

to be the object of envy...cf. 18:10-16. (NKJV) ---- 10 And it happened on

the next day that the distressing spirit from God came upon Saul, and he

prophesied inside the house. So David played music with his hand, as at

other times; but there was a spear in Saul’s hand. 11 And Saul cast the

spear, for he said, “I will pin David to the wall!” But David escaped his

presence twice. 12 Now Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was

with him, but had departed from Saul. 13 Therefore Saul removed him

from his presence, and made him his captain over a thousand; and he went
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out and came in before the people. 14 And David behaved wisely in all his

ways, and the Lord was with him. 15 Therefore, when Saul saw that he

behaved very wisely, he was afraid of him. 16 But all Israel and Judah

loved David, because he went out and came in before them.

a. Saul felt pressure from David concerning his position and became

"charmed with David --- 18:9 (NKJV)

9 So Saul eyed David from that day forward.

3. Allowed David to marry his daughter thinking the Dowry required...cf.

18:22-ff. (NKJV) ---- 22 And Saul commanded his servants,

“Communicate with David secretly, and say, ‘Look, the king has

delight in you, and all his servants love you. Now therefore, become

the king’s son-in-law.’ ”

4. After David and Saul's son Johnathan became friends...

a. Priests helped David to escape - Saul killed 80.... I Sam. 22:6-23.

(1) 1 Samuel 22:6-23 (NKJV) ---- 6 When Saul heard that David and

the men who were with him had been discovered—now Saul was

staying in Gibeah under a tamarisk tree in Ramah, with his spear in

his hand, and all his servants standing about him— 7 then Saul said

to his servants who stood about him, “Hear now, you Benjamites!

Will the son of Jesse give every one of you fields and vineyards, and

make you all captains of thousands and captains of hundreds? 8 All

of you have conspired against me, and there is no one who reveals

to me that my son has made a covenant with the son of Jesse; and

there is not one of you who is sorry for me or reveals to me that my

son has stirred up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as it is this

day.” 9 Then answered Doeg the Edomite, who was set over the

servants of Saul, and said, “I saw the son of Jesse going to Nob, to

Ahimelech the son of Ahitub. 10 And he inquired of the Lord for

him, gave him provisions, and gave him the sword of Goliath the

Philistine.” 11 So the king sent to call Ahimelech the priest, the son

of Ahitub, and all his father’s house, the priests who were in Nob.

And they all came to the king. 12 And Saul said, “Hear now, son of

Ahitub!” He answered, “Here I am, my lord.” 13 Then Saul said to

him, “Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesse,

Page 5 of  12



in that you have given him bread and a sword, and have inquired of

God for him, that he should rise against me, to lie in wait, as it is this

day?” 14 So Ahimelech answered the king and said, “And who

among all your servants is as faithful as David, who is the king’s

son-in-law, who goes at your bidding, and is honorable in your

house? 15 Did I then begin to inquire of God for him? Far be it from

me! Let not the king impute anything to his servant, or to any in the

house of my father. For your servant knew nothing of all this, little

or much.” 16 And the king said, “You shall surely die, Ahimelech,

you and all your father’s house!” 17 Then the king said to the guards

who stood about him, “Turn and kill the priests of the Lord, because

their hand also is with David, and because they knew when he fled

and did not tell it to me.” But the servants of the king would not lift

their hands to strike the priests of the Lord. 18 And the king said to

Doeg, “You turn and kill the priests!” So Doeg the Edomite turned

and struck the priests, and killed on that day eighty-five men who

wore a linen ephod. 19 Also Nob, the city of the priests, he struck

with the edge of the sword, both men and women, children and

nursing infants, oxen and donkeys and sheep—with the edge of the

sword. 20 Now one of the sons of Ahimelech the son of Ahitub,

named Abiathar, escaped and fled after David. 21 And Abiathar told

David that Saul had killed the Lord’s priests. 22 So David said to

Abiathar, “I knew that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that

he would surely tell Saul. I have caused the death of all the persons

of your father’s house. 23 Stay with me; do not fear. For he who

seeks my life seeks your life, but with me you shall be safe.”
1

5. Saul chased David - weeks, months, maybe years!

C. Twice David could have killed Saul... Saul said, "I'm a fool, you're

better"....  I Sam. 24:16-20.

1. 1 Samuel 24:16-20 (NKJV) ---- 16 So it was, when David had finished

speaking these words to Saul, that Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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David?” And Saul lifted up his voice and wept. 17 Then he said to David:

“You are more righteous than I; for you have rewarded me with good,

whereas I have rewarded you with evil. 18 And you have shown this day

how you have dealt well with me; for when the Lord delivered me into

your hand, you did not kill me. 19 For if a man finds his enemy, will he let

him get away safely? Therefore may the Lord reward you with good for

what you have done to me this day. 20 And now I know indeed that you

shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established in

your hand.

2. However we can see Saul saying a little while longer - "Why did I let him

get away". 

D. Saul was so "charmed" by that position that he was willing to give all to

keep it even if it meant killing David.

E. Others will sacrifice everything for lesser positions: mayor...job...

IV. OTHERS ARE CHARMED BY POSSESSIONS

A. Judas -I have often wondered, "Why did he follow Jesus in the first place?

1. Maybe he thought Jesus would be king and appoint him Sec of treasury.

2. When he saw Jesus wasn't going to be earthly king - he wasn't going to get

what he had thought - in fact COST him much - even own life!  - Decided

to get what he could..."Sold Jesus for 30 pieces of Silver."

a. He had become "charmed by money and possessions."

B. I Timothy 6:6-10 (NKJV) ---- 6 Now godliness with contentment is great

gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can

carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be

content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare,

and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction

and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for

which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced

themselves through with many sorrows.----- (is a scripture that our society

is deeply in need of!)

1. There are certain Biblical principles mentioned here that our society

rejects:

a. UNSELFISH - considered stupid in our day and time.
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(1) Look out for yourself!

(2) It does not matter who you have to climb over, just so long as you

get to the top.

(3) Yet Christ said that we ought to crucify ourselves and be not selfish

--- Matt. 16:24-27. (NKJV) ---- 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples,

“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take

up his cross, and follow Me. 25 For whoever desires to save his life

will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 26

For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses

his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 27

For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His

angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.

b. CONTENTMENT - considered foolish.

2. Not wrong to work to have a little better...

3. Wrong to let it consume us.

a. We become charmed by the lack of contentment and end up giving all to

get a little.

4. Goes on to say, "for we brought nothing..." Job. 1:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 And

he said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked shall I return

there. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; Blessed be the name

of the Lord.”

a. Do you "desire to be rich..?"

b. I heard of a man who wanted $1 million before he was 40, set out to do

it, planned his week, his year and his entire life around achieving this

goal.

c. - STOP LISTEN TO WHAT THE SCRIPTURES SAY CONCERNING

THIS!!!  1 Timothy 6:9

(1) Those who desire this "fall into temptation"

5. I challenge you to name one thing so low down, so Evil or so Sinful that

somebody would not do it for money!

a. I am convinced that people will do anything for money!   Judas sold the

Lord!

b. Money on the brain ...see 1 Timothy 6:10
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V. WHAT I'M  GOING TO SAY NEXT MAY SURPRISE YOU: IF YOU

ARE GOING TO SUCCEED YOU MUST BE CHARMED

A.  I Believe that this is what Christ had in mind when He spoke these

words in Matthew 6:22 - KJV uses the word "single" in place of the

NKJV "good" and I believe that this might be more correct in the thought

for it implies that we ought to "Concentrate".   Be "charmed!"

B. There are some who just never are much of a ball player - for some reason

baseball/ basketball ect. are not their game but it is good to see them

behave as a good sport when their friends wanted to play

baseball/basketball ect.

1. It seems that it never fails - 2 outs, bases loaded - and it is their TURN AT

BAT.

2. Team reminds them of the fact: "Keep your eye on the ball"

a. If you're going to be successful you'll have to be charmed by the ball.

C. These things: Pleasure, Position, Possessions are not worth been Charmed

by.

1. Remember that man who wanted $1 mill. by the age of 40 was smitten

with emphysema when he was 30 - spent all he has on treatments - dead

before he reached 40.

2. How many people do you know who say "got enough pleasure" if their

eyes are charmed by such?

a. I've "got enough money" - that is, those who have put their eye to it.

3. The folly of this is seen in the fact that even if you get them, can't keep

them, or take them with you!

a. Ill. of Howard Hughes. Lived like a hermit, would not bath would not

associate with others, hoarded his money...ect"

b. Listen to what the wise Solomon said in Eccl. 12:1 , "I have no pleasure

in them"

c. As we have just read, "can take nothing out"!

4. Saddest thing to see - whole life spent on trying to attain something and

then lose it all - whole life's pursuit lost. 

5. Poor old bulldog - wasn't dead - sure was sore a few days - cat meant

NOTHING - he just wanted to survive!

D. In our MINDS EYE can you just SEE:
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1. Samson, grinding at the mill.. - "What do you think of  Delilah now?"

2. Saul on Mt Gilboa - surrounded by Philistines

a. What do you think of David Now?

3. Judas after his realization of the wickedness that he had done - hanged

himself - didn't even do a good job at that... Acts 1:18 (NKJV) ---- 18

(Now this man purchased a field with the wages of iniquity; and

falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his entrails

gushed out.

a. Judas what do you think of money Now?
E. ALL where CHARMED BY THE WRONG THING!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

F. Only ONE THING worth being charmed by: is JESUS CHRIST!

1. Col.3:1-8; Phil. 3:5-9; 

a. Colossians 3:1-8 (NKJV) ---- 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek

those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of

God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For

you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who

is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5

Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication,

uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6

Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of

disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in

them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath,

malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.

b. Philippians 3:5-9 (NKJV) ---- 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock

of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning

the law, a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church;

concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what

things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed

I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ

Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count

them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not

having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is

through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

2. Mark 10:28 - "Lord, we have left all" - Was that wise?
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a. But consider the contrast of Mk. 10:17-22 ; Matt. 19:16-22.

(1) Mark 10:17-22 (NKJV) ---- 17 Now as He was going out on the

road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good

Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” 18 So Jesus

said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One,

that is, God. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit

adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false

witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’”

20 And he answered and said to Him, “Teacher, all these things I

have kept from my youth.” 21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved

him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell

whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure

in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” 22 But he

was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great

possessions.

(2) Matthew 19:16-22 (NKJV) ---- 16 Now behold, one came and said

to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have

eternal life?” 17 So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No

one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life,

keep the commandments.” 18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus

said, “‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’

‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ 19 ‘Honor

your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as

yourself.’” 20 The young man said to Him, “All these things I have

kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If

you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor,

and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 But

when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for

he had great possessions.

b. In contrast, another man who refused to obey the Lord and sell all he

had...

G. JESUS IS WORTH IT ALL!

1. You can have Him as your Savior, King, Lord, Friend

H. Absolute COMPLETENESS in Jesus forever (Rom 8:37-39 NKJV) ----
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37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who

loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor

principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor

height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us

from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.) "Who can

separate us..."

1. When it comes time to die, those w/o Christ will have nothing. You will

have everything!

VI.  Conclusion

A. One day we will pass into something totally unknown to us.

B. Not be a terrible experience - but OH what it will mean to have someone

hold out his hand & say, "John, I'm your Lord" & say to the Father, "This

is my servant, John ect."

1. That's what He promised, & I tell you now, If I experience that it will be

worth every sacrifice I've ever made, every hardship I've ever endured,

every difficulty I've ever faced.  The sands have been washed in the

footprints of the strange on Galilee's shore.  And the voice that subdued

the rough billows is heard in Judea no more. But the path of that lone

Galilean will I joyfully follow today.  And the toils of the road will seem

nothing - when I get to the end of the way.

C. Jesus is worth it ALL, will you not allow yourself to be charmed by Christ

today?
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