
The Character of Love - I Corinthians 13:1-8
Intro:

A. In the 1970's the popular culture of “free love” was more about sexual

revolution and immorality that the biblical concept of “freely giving love”

to those who do not deserve it.

B. Today we want to focus not on what the world calls “love” but on what

the biblical character of love is.   Without this we cannot be pleasing to

God.

C. Words Used In 1st Century Koine Greek Literature:

1. Eros--Sexual love. Not used in New Testament.

2. Stergein—Natural love. Not used in the New Testament.

3. Phileo- Friendly love - More nearly represents tender affection. 

4. Agapao— “Love which is awakened by a sense of value in an object

which causes one to prize it . . . It is a love of esteem and approbation”

(Weust). Act of the will – not emotion - (Mt. 5:43-48; Mk 12:29-31; Jn.

3:16)

D. Biblically speaking we note these facts:

1. Jesus & His Disciples – John 13:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now before the Feast

of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should

depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in

the world, He loved them to the end.

a. Jesus’ Instructions To His Disciples – John 13:31-35; 15:9-12

(1) John 13:31-35 (NKJV) ---- 31 So, when he had gone out, Jesus

said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him.

32 If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself,

and glorify Him immediately. 33 Little children, I shall be with you

a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews,

‘Where I am going, you cannot come,’ so now I say to you. 34 A

new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I

have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will

know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

(2) John 15:9-12 (NKJV) ---- 9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have

loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments,

you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s

commandments and abide in His love. 11 “These things I have

spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy
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may be full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another

as I have loved you.

2. Followers of Christ Are To Have A Deep And Abiding Love For Each

Other – Hebrews 13:1; 1 Peter 1:22

a. Hebrews 13:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Let brotherly love continue.

b. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Since you have purified your souls in

obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love

one another fervently with a pure heart,

3. A Test of Discipleship – 1 John 3:10,11,14-23; 4:7,8,20-5:3

a. 1 John 3:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 In this the children of God and the children

of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is

not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.

b. 1 John 3:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 For this is the message that you heard from

the beginning, that we should love one another,

c. 1 John 3:14-23 (NKJV) ---- 14 We know that we have passed from

death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his

brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer,

and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By

this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also

ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this

world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from

him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let

us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 19 And by

this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before

Him. 20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart,

and knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we

have confidence toward God. 22 And whatever we ask we receive from

Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are

pleasing in His sight. 23 And this is His commandment: that we should

believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as

He gave us commandment.

d. 1 John 4:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is

of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.

e. 1 John 4:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 He who does not love does not know God,

for God is love.
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f. 1 John 4:20-5:3 (NKJV) ---- 20 If someone says, “I love God,” and

hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother

whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21

And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God

must love his brother also. 1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ

is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him

who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children

of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is

the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His

commandments are not burdensome.

E. 1 Cor 12:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I

show you a more excellent way.  ---- Paul writes about showing us a more

excellent way.

1. Gifts are worthless without love– (vrs 1-3)

2. Characteristics of love prove love’s superiority – (vrs 4-7; cf. 1 Cor. 8:1

(NKJV) ---- 1 Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we

all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.)

3. The permanence of love demonstrates its value over spiritual gifts – (vrs

8-13)

II. Gifts without Love is Worthless - I Cor. 13:1-3

A. 1 Cor. 13:1-3 (NKJV) ---- Though I speak with the tongues of men and

of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging

cymbal. [2] And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all

mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could

remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. [3] And though I

bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be

burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing. 

B. Without Love . . . 

1. Bestow all my goods ...

a. The Greek word here means to feed others by giving them morsels of

food, “giving the meaning of giving away all the giver's property a little

bit at a time so as to reach the greatest possible number.”

2. My body to be burned ...

a. Coining as it did before the savage persecutions in which Christians
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were burned for their faith, this is surprising, being perhaps prophetic.

Some have supposed that Paul was here thinking of the Hebrew

children (Daniel 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 And these three men, Shadrach,

Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell down bound into the midst of the

burning fiery furnace.), and Barclay thought it possible that Paul

"referred to a famous monument in Athens called ̀ The Indian's Tomb.'

It honored an Indian who had burned himself in public." 

(1) Whatever may have prompted Paul's words here, the lesson is clear,

that no liberal giver nor fanatical ascetic may be assured of eternal

life without the all-important, indispensable virtue of love. In the

days of the persecutions, some were tempted to seek martyrdom as

a sure means of attaining eternal life; but a proper regard for what

Paul said here would have discouraged such a thing. 

b. Paul in these first three verses did not mention all of the miraculous

gifts, but the most respected; and thus what is said here of the examples

chosen applied with equal force to all the others. 

C. As we move forward we now look at the various Characteristics of love.

III. The Character of Love: 1 Cor. 13:4-7 (NKJV) ---- Love suffers long and

is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; [5]

does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no

evil; [6] does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; [7] bears all

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

A. Suffers Long.....

1. The Greek word is makrothumia

a. Literally, it means being "long-tempered" (the opposite of short-

tempered)

b. "Longsuffering is that quality of self-restraint in the face of provocation

which does not hastily retaliate or promptly punish.  It is the opposite

of anger and is associated with mercy, and is used of God." (VINE) 

2. Our Example - God has been longsuffering toward man - 2 Pet 3:9,15;

1 Ti 1:15-16

a. 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His

promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not

willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
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b. 2 Peter 3:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 and consider that the longsuffering of our

Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the

wisdom given to him, has written to you,

c. 1 Timothy 1:15-16 (NKJV) ---- 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy

of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,

of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that

in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to

those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.

3. We have all needed others to be longsuffering with us - Col 3:12-14

(NKJV) ---- 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on

tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing

with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint

against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But

above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.

4. Necessary To Maintaining The Unity Of The Spirit... Eph 4:1-3 (NKJV)

---- 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy

of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and

gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

5. Necessary For Preachers And Teachers Of The Gospel... 2 Tim 2:24-26;

3:10; 4:2

a. 2 Timothy 2:24-26 (NKJV) ---- 24 And a servant of the Lord must not

quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility

correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them

repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and that they may come

to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken

captive by him to do his will.

b. 2 Timothy 3:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 But you have carefully followed my

doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love,

perseverance,

c. 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and

out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and

teaching.

6. Not “eternal Suffering!” – 1 Pet. 3:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 who formerly were

disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of
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Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight

souls, were saved through water.

B. Is Kind ......

1. The Greek word is ÷ñçóôåõ?ïìáé - chreðsteuomai - 

a. Thayer: verb - 1) to show one’s self mild, to be kind, use kindness

b. This word describes "the sympathetic kindliness or sweetness of temper

which puts others at their ease, and shrinks from giving pain"

(PLUMMER)

c. "It is a beautiful word for the expression of a beautiful grace"

(TRENCH)

(1) To ease another’s heartache is to forget one’s own. —  Abraham

Lincoln

(2) When you are good to others, you are best to yourself. —  Ben

Franklin

(a) Best News All Week ---- Jim Bishop writes this interesting

story: “You don’t hear much about Robert De Vincenzo, the

tough Argentine golfer, and he may not be the world’s

greatest, but he is all man all the way. Not long ago, he

surprised everybody by winning a tournament, and they gave

him his check on the eighteenth green. He flashed a smile for

the flash bulbs and walked alone to the clubhouse. In back,

where his car was parked, a sad-eyed young lady walked up to

him. “It’s a good day for you,” she said, “but I have a baby

with an incurable disease. It’s of the blood, and the doctors say

she will die.” De Vincenzo paused. In slow English, he said,

“May I help your little girl?” The woman’s face froze. He took

out a pen, endorsed his winning check, and pressed it into her

hand. “Make some good days for the baby,” he said. He

accepted all the congratulatory handshakes soberly and said

nothing.   “A week later, he was having lunch in a country

club when a PGA official approached. “Some of the boys in

the parking lot told me you met a young woman after you won

the tournament,” he said. De Vincenzo nodded. “Well,” said

the official, “I have news for you. She’s a phony. She has no

sick baby. She’s not even married. She fleeced you, my

friend.” The golfer looked up. “You mean that there is no baby
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who is dying without hope?” he said. The PGA official said,

“Right.” De Vincenzo grinned. “That’s the best news I’ve

heard all week,” he said.”  —Gospel Herald

2. Kindness Exemplified:

a. The kindness of God – John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4-10; Titus 3:4,5

(1) John 3:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 For God so loved the world that He gave

His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not

perish but have everlasting life.

(2) Romans 5:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 But God demonstrates His own love

toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

(3) Ephesians 2:4-10 (NKJV) ---- 4 But God, who is rich in mercy,

because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we

were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace

you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit

together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to

come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been

saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God

prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

(4) Titus 3:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 But when the kindness and the love of God

our Savior toward man appeared,

(5) Titus 3:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 not by works of righteousness which we

have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the

washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

b. The kindness of Christ – Matt. 14:14; Acts 10:38; Mat. 11:28-30

(1) Matthew 14:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 And when Jesus went out He saw

a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and

healed their sick.

(2) Acts 10:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth

with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with

Him.

(3) Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) ---- 28 Come to Me, all you who labor
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and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon

you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you

will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden

is light.”

c. The kindness expected of us – 

(1) Illustrated in the parable of the “good Samaritan” - Luke 10:25-37

(2) Commanded of us - Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:12; 2 Peter 1:7; 1 John

3:17-18; 4:11 

(a) Ephesians 4:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 And be kind to one another,

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ

forgave you.

(b) Colossians 3:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Therefore, as the elect of

God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness,

humility, meekness, longsuffering;

(c) 2 Peter 1:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and

to brotherly kindness love.

(d) 1 John 3:17-18 (NKJV) ---- 17 But whoever has this world’s

goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart

from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little

children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and

in truth.

(e) 1 John 4:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we

also ought to love one another.

C. Does Not Envy ......

1. The Greek word is æçëï ìù “zeð looð ”

2. Thayer defines this as....

a. 1) to burn with zeal; 1a) to be heated or to boil with envy, hatred, anger

1a1) in a good sense, to be zealous in the pursuit of good; 1b) to desire

earnestly, pursue; 1b1) to desire one earnestly, to strive after, busy

one’s self about him; 1b2) to exert one’s self for one (that he may not

be torn from me); 1b3) to be the object of the zeal of others, to be

zealously sought after; 1c) to envy

3. Resentment - produced by witnessing or hearing of the advantage or

prosperity of others – (of another’s gift)

4. Causes persecution, bitterness, hatred, division, & is a sign of carnality
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– Prov. 14:30; Mat. 27:18; 1 Cor. 3:3

a. Proverbs 14:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 A sound heart is life to the body, But

envy is rottenness to the bones.

b. Matthew 27:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 For he knew that they had handed Him

over because of envy.

c. 1 Corinthians 3:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 for you are still carnal. For where

there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and

behaving like mere men?

5. Love is not jealous of what others have or have become – When others

have happiness, wealth, health, ability etc. . . Love rejoices and is

delighted.

D. Does Not Parade itself ......

1. The Greek word is ðåñðåñåõ ìïìáé perpereuomai

a. Thayer’s defintion:

(1) to boast one’s self  2) a self display, employing rhetorical

embellishments in extolling one’s self excessively

b. Vine’s: - <1,,4068,perpereuomai>

(1) "to boast or vaunt oneself" (from perperos, "vainglorious, braggart,"

not in the NT), is used in 1Cor 13:4, negatively of love. 

2. The word refers to arrogance of speech – undoubtedly, some of those

who had spiritual gifts were bragging about them –

3. “Love” does not brag – (1 Cor. 4:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 For who makes you

differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive?

Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not

received it?)

a. Admitting to another some good deed that you have done, or some

ability you possess is not necessarily bragging (John 10:32 (NKJV) ---

- 32 Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from

My Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?”) 

b. We should always ask – why am I telling this about myself – to serve

or be served?

E. Not Puffed Up .....

1. The Greek word is öõóéï ìù phusiooð

a. Thayer: 

(1) . . . 2) to inflate, blow up, to cause to swell up 2a) to puff up, make
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proud 2b) to be puffed up, to bear one’s self loftily, be proud

b. Vines: <1,,5448,phusioo>

(1) "to puff up, blow up, inflate" (from phusa, "bellows"), is used

metaphorically in the NT, in the sense of being "puffed" up with

pride, 1Cor 4:6, 1Cor 4:18-19; 1Cor 5:2; 1Cor 8:1; 1Cor 13:4;

Col 2:18. 

2. This is the attitude from whence bragging comes . . .

3. The word refers to an inflated concept of one’s own importance. 

a. PRIDE is of the world – 1 John 2:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 For all that is in

the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of

life—is not of the Father but is of the world.

b. PRIDE will lead one to his fall – Prov. 16:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 Pride

goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.

c. A danger for young Christians – 1 Tim. 3:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 not a novice,

lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the same condemnation as

the devil.

4. The Christian is to be humble – Phil 2:1-5;  1 Peter 5:5 . . .

a. Philippians 2:1-5 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore if there is any consolation

in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any

affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the

same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done

through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each

esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only

for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this mind

be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

b. 1 Peter 5:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Likewise you younger people, submit

yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another,

and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But gives

grace to the humble.”

F. Is not Rude .....

1. The Greek word is á*ó÷çìïíå ìù ascheðmoneoð

a. Thayer Definition: 

(1) 1) to act unbecomingly

b. Vines: <A-4,Verb,807,aschemoneo>

(1) "to be unseemly" (a, negative, and schema, "a form"), is used in
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1Cor 7:36, "behave (himself) unseemly," i.e., so as to run the risk

of bringing the virgin daughter into danger or disgrace, and in 1Cor

13:5, "doth (not) behave itself unseemly." 

2. The term describes actions or words which are rude –

3. The arrogant man forgets to respect, consider, or honor others –

4. On the other hand – love always conducts itself with proper decorum

a. Romans 12:10 (NKJV) Be kindly affectionate to one another with

brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 

G. Is not Selfish ......

1. The Greek is æçôå ìù ïõ* å%áõôïõ? ou zeðtei ta heauteðs

a. Love does not seek its own interest -  - 

b. Barnes: (love) “is not selfish; it does not seek its own happiness

exclusively or mainly; it does not seek its own happiness to the injury

of others. This expression is not, however, to be pressed as if Paul

meant to teach that a man should not regard his own welfare at all; or

have no respect to his health, his property, his happiness, or his

salvation.”  

2. The distorted view of love in our culture is distorted fundamentally

because it is focused on pleasing self –

3. The love we MUST have as Christians is one NOT motivated by selfish

ambition – but rather a genuine concerned for the well being of other

people, (not mere temporary relief) – Phil 2:1-4; 1 Cor. 10:24; Gal.

5:13

a. Philippians 2:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore if there is any consolation

in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any

affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the

same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done

through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each

esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only

for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

b. 1 Corinthians 10:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Let no one seek his own, but each

one the other’s well-being.

c. Galatians 5:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 For you, brethren, have been called to

liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but

through love serve one another.
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H. Not Provoked ......

1. The Greek is ðáñïîõ ìíù paroxunoð

a. Thayer: 

(1) to make sharp, sharpen 1a) to stimulate, spur on, urge 1b) to irritate,

provoke, arouse to anger 1b1) to scorn, despise 1b2) provoke, make

angry 1b3) to exasperate, to burn with anger

b. Vines: <Verb,3947,paroxuno> 

(1) primarily, "to sharpen" . . . is used metaphorically, signifying "to

rouse to anger, to provoke," . . . in 1Cor 13:5, RV, "is not provoked"

(the word "easily" in AV, represents no word in the original). See

STIR.

2. The term carries the idea of being easily irritated or incensed. Eph

4:31,32; James 1:19

a. Ephesians 4:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor,

and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice.

b. Ephesians 4:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 And be kind to one another,

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave

you.

c. James 1:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every

man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath;

3. There are some people that you have to “walk on eggshells” around . .

. 

a. Love does NOT go around with a chip on its shoulder.

4. Not condemning “righteous indignation!” – John 2:14-17; Eph 4:26

a. John 2:14-17 (NKJV) ---- 14 And He found in the temple those who

sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers doing

business. 15 When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out

of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the

changers’ money and overturned the tables. 16 And He said to those

who sold doves, “Take these things away! Do not make My Father’s

house a house of merchandise!” 17 Then His disciples remembered that

it was written, “Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up.”

b. Ephesians 4:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let

the sun go down on your wrath,

I. Thinks No Evil ......
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1. The Greek is êáêï ìò kakos

a. Thayer:

(1) of a bad nature 1a) not such as it ought to be 2) of a mode of

thinking, feeling, acting 2a) base, wrong, wicked 3) troublesome,

injurious, pernicious, destructive, baneful

b. Vines:  <A-1,Adjective,2556,kakos> 

(1) stands for "whatever is evil in character, base," . . . Kakos is

antithetic to kalos, "fair, advisable, good in character," and to

agathos, "beneficial, useful, good in act;" hence it denotes what is

useless, incapable, bad; . . . 

2. Love does not dwell on evils it has incurred -  

a. If one dwells on evil - then bitterness and resentment are sure fruits . .

. 

3. There are some who like to keep score of wrongs done! – 

a. To bear a grudge is not in the character of love! Prov. 10:12 (NKJV)

---- 12 Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all sins.

b. We should seek forgiveness!! – Luke 17:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Take heed to

yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he

repents, forgive him.

J. Does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the Truth; ......

1. Love does not rejoice in sinning nor with others as they engage in sin - 

a. Some are happy in sin - 2 Thess 2:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 that they all may

be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in

unrighteousness.

b. Sinners & false teachers are uncomfortable where love is - Luke 6:22;

John 7:7

(1) Luke 6:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Blessed are you when men hate you, And

when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name as

evil, For the Son of Man’s sake.

(2) John 7:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me

because I testify of it that its works are evil.

2. BUT – Love enjoys doing righteousness & being with the righteous! – 

a. 2 John 1:4; 3 John 1:3,4 

(1) 2 John 4 (NKJV) ---- 4 I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of
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your children walking in truth, as we received commandment from

the Father.

(2) 3 John 3 (NKJV) ---- 3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came

and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth.

(3) 3 John 4 (NKJV) ---- 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my

children walk in truth.

K. Love is Optimistic .....

1. Bears up under ALL wrongs . . . 

2. Believes in ALL that is good . . .

3. Hopes for the best in 

4. Endures . . .

a. Bears ---- To remain steady under trial OR To conceal or hide – 1 Pet

4:8  (NKJV) ---- 8 And above all things have fervent love for one

another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.”

b. Believes ---- Believes the best  - until evidence proves otherwise -

considers all evidence

c. Hopes ---- When evidence is adverse – love still hopes for the best

d. Endures ---- Loves sticks it out . . . It doesn’t quit under adverse

circumstances

IV. In Conclusion:

A. Love’s Characteristics:

1. Suffers long

2. Is kind

3. Does not envy

4. Does not parade itself

5. Is not puffed up

6. Does not behave rudely

7. Does not seek its own

8. Is not provoked, 

9. Thinks no evil; 

10. Does not rejoice in iniquity, 

11. But rejoices in the truth; 

12. Bears all things, 

13. Believes all things, 
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14. Hopes all things, 

15. Endures all things.

B. 1 Cor. 13:8,13 ---- [8] Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies,

they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is

knowledge, it will vanish away.  [13]  And now abide faith, hope, love,

these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

C. 1 John 3:10-18 (NKJV) ---- [11] For this is the message that you heard

from the beginning, that we should love one another, .  . . [14] We know

that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He

who does not love his brother abides in death. . . .   [16] By this we know

love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down

our lives for the brethren. [17] But whoever has this world's goods, and

sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the

love of God abide in him? [18] My little children, let us not love in word

or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

D. 1 John 4:20-21 (NKJV) ---- If someone says, "I love God," and hates his

brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has

seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? [21] And this

commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his

brother also. 

E. What would  Congregations,  Homes or the World be like – if every

member had this kind of love in their hearts described in 1 Corinthians

13??
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