
BIBLE CLASS TEACHERS

Intro.
A. We appreciate those who continue to do well in teaching our Bible classes.
B. We say thanks to all those who have been and continue to be teachers.  It’s no easy task.

1. In this lesson, hopefully, we will give exhortation:
a. To more of our members to become teachers.
b. to our teachers to be diligent in the good work of teaching the will of God.

II. ENCOURAGE MORE OF OUR MEMBERS TO BECOME TEACHERS.
A. Many churches have members who have unused talents and undeveloped capabilities.

1. 1 Pet. 4:11; Rom. 12:4-8
a. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If

anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

b. Romans 12:4-8 (NKJV) ---- 4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the
members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ,
and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the
grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to
our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8
he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

2. Not like the one talent man who went and buried his talent in the earth.  Matt. 25:24-30
a. Matthew 25:24-30 (NKJV) ---- 24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and

said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and
gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went and hid
your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26 “But his lord
answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where
I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back
my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten
talents. 29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance;
but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the
unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’

3. Teaching a Bible class is an excellent way to be abounding in the work of the Lord.  1 Cor.
15:58 (NKJV) ----- 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

III. BIBLE CLASSES ARE IMPORTANT.
A. The Word of God is able to save our souls.  James 1:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 Therefore lay aside all

filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is
able to save your souls. ; We will be judged by it.  John 12:48 (NKJV) ---- 48 He who rejects
Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him— the word that I have spoken
will judge him in the last day. ; It gives comfort and strength.  Rom. 15:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 For
whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience
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and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.
1. The Bible is our criterion for teaching.  1 Tim. 6:2; 2 Tim. 4:2

a. 1 Timothy 6:2 (NKJV) ----- 2 And those who have believing masters, let them not
despise them because they are brethren, but rather serve them because those who are
benefited are believers and beloved. Teach and exhort these things.

b. 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.

2. “Preach” - means “to herald, proclaim, publish.” and “teach” - “to inform, instruct, to give
instruction.”
a. Like “gospel” and “doctrine,” “preach” and “teach” are different words which look at

the same concept from different standpoints.
b. We tend to put a lot of importance on “preaching” (which is good), but not so much on

“teaching” (which is bad).
B. Bible classes are important congregationally.

1. 1 Tim. 3:15 (NKJV) ----- 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you
ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth. - “Pillar and ground of the truth” - Proclaims, upholds,
defends the truth.

2. Eph. 4:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what
every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share,
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. -- The church is its own
edification society.
a. Bible classes are a good method for the church to do its work.
b. The no-class brethren (churches who believe it is wrong to have classes) have not

grown much.
C. Bible classes are important individually.  2 Pet. 3:18; Eph. 6:4

1. 2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.
a. Ephesians 6:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath,

but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
2. The classes give us a wonderful opportunity to fulfill these and a host of other similar

passages.
a. Fathers need to teach at home, but the classes become an excellent opportunity for

bringing up their children in the right way.
3. All of us need spiritual food for our souls just as physical food for our bodies.

D. Bible classes provide a wonderful opportunity in many ways.
1. It is a learning experience.

a. We learn from the teachers who usually at the time have put more study into their
preparation to teach the class.

b. Also, we learn from other students who give new reflection and insight.
2. It’s a building experience.

a. We can both give and receive instruction, exhortation, strength, comfort, and so forth.
E. Thus, all members (the young, old, middle aged, parents, children) should be concerned that the

Bible classes accomplish all that is intended.
1. The classes should not be haphazard, careless, thoughtless, prayer less, endeavors.
2. Selection of teachers, subject matter, and all things pertaining to the classes are important.
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IV. TEACHERS NEED TO BE QUALIFIED.
A. The Bible lists certain qualifications for those who are to be teachers.

1. They must be good Christians.  1 Tim. 4:11-13; 2 Tim. 2:2
a. 1 Timothy 4:11-13 (NKJV) ---- 11 These things command and teach. 12 Let no one

despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in
spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine.

b. 2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many
witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

2. “A good man or woman may not be a good teacher; but it is impossible for a bad man or
woman to be a good teacher.  We must practice what we preach.
a. Rom. 2:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach

yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? - - The Jews were
busy teaching others what they should or should not do, but did not follow it
themselves.

b. We should never use someone as a Bible class teacher who socially drinks, or uses foul
language, dresses immodestly, or goes to dances or places not becoming to the
Christian, etc.
(1) An unskilled, untrained, teacher who is living right and is growing, is far better

than a skilled, trained teacher who won’t follow what he is trying to encourage
others to follow.

3. The Bible class teacher must be sound in doctrine.  Titus 2:1-2; 2 John 9-11; 1 Pet. 4:11
a. Titus 2:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound

doctrine: 2 that the older men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in faith, in love, in
patience;
(1) 2 John 9-2:11 (NKJV) ---- 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the

doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has
both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this
doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet him; 11 for he who greets
him shares in his evil deeds. 12 Having many things to write to you, I did not
wish to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face to
face, that our joy may be full. 13 The children of your elect sister greet you.
Amen.

(2) 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of
God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that
in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory
and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

b. This involves proper knowledge of the Scriptures.
(1) Jesus said of the Sadducees.  Matt. 22:29 (NKJV) ----- 29 Jesus answered and

said to them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of
God.

c. “Soundness in doctrine” means knowing the truth and being committed to it.  Psalm
119:104 (NKJV) ---- 104 Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate
every false way.

1

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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(1) All must be willing to oppose error.  Jude 3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Beloved, while I was
very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it
necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints.

4. The Bible class teacher must be honest and sincere.  Luke 8:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 But the ones
that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good
heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.
a. Ex. When a question arises he can’t answer, he should say, “I don’t know the answer,

but I’ll try to find it.”
b. It is better to say, “I don’t know” than to give an “unthought, unscriptural, answer.”
c. Let us not let the element of pride get in our way.  Prov. 16:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 Pride

goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.
5. The Bible class teacher must be studious.  2 Tim. 2:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Be diligent to present

yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth.
a. All Christians should be studious, but especially the teachers.  Heb. 5:12-14

(1) Hebrews 5:12-14 (NKJV) ---- 12 For though by this time you ought to be
teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles
of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who
partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.
14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by
reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

b. You can’t teach what you don’t know.
(1) The first step in teaching: “Try to comprehend the passage yourself.”

(a) This may be difficult at times.
(2) The second step (which can be more difficult): “Try to simplify the passage so

that others can understand it.”
(a) At times, explaining how the passages is to be applied or carried out in our

lives, can be difficult.
(b) Learning teacher skills can help.
(c) Every Christian (especially teachers) needs the basic tools for study: a good

Bible, concordance, and Bible dictionary.
(d) One should spend much time in preparation.
(e) One owes it to himself and the students to be well prepared.
(f) Teaching is a fearful responsibility.  James 3:1

c. One must spend time in preparation.
(1) It involves more than having all the blanks filled out in a workbook.

(a) This usually takes no more than five or ten minutes.
(b) Someone said, “Fill in the blank workbooks are an insult to my

intelligence.”  I agree.
(c) Don’t be like some (teachers as well as students) who scurry around trying

to find their workbook while they are getting ready for services.
(2) Don’t be satisfied with just getting by.  Do your best!  God requires it! Your soul

depends on it!
6. Must be dependable and steadfast.  1 Cor. 15:58 (NKJV) ---- 58 Therefore, my beloved

brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
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a. All of us should understand the importance in being present for the services.
(1) Sometimes we can’t even count on certain teachers to be present.
(2) They don’t even take the time to call their substitute and notify them that they will

be absent.
b. Teachers should be on time.  Sometimes the students are sitting and waiting for their

teachers for ten minutes, even twenty minutes.  This shouldn’t be.
(1) How would you do in your employment it you were not dependable?

c. Being a responsible teacher of the Word of God is a far more important than any job
on the face of the earth.

7. Must be prayerful.  Eph. 6:18; 1 Thess. 5:17
a. Ephesians 6:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the

Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the
saints—
(1) 1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 pray without ceasing,

b. We should pray about all things.  Christians are a praying people.
c. Bible class teachers especially need to be prayerful in the fearful responsibility they

have.
(1) Take the time to pray to God for help, guidance, and assistance in teaching His

Word to others.
(2) We shouldn’t think we can do God’s work without God’s help.

8. Must have a love for souls.  Matt. 16:24-27 (NKJV) ---- 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples,
“If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
Me. 25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My
sake will find it. 26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his
own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man will
come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to
his works.
a. Why would one want to teach the Bible in the first place?  1 Tim. 4:16 (NKJV) ---- 16

Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will
save both yourself and those who hear you.

b. A genuine love for souls will cause the teacher to do his best job.  His teaching won’t
become just routine.

c. Those who are teaching the very little ones are preparing them to someday be faithful
children of God.  Our children are indeed the church of tomorrow.

d. It is sad that generations are growing up who are not faithful to God.
e. Remember, teachers, you are doing an important job.  Souls are at stake!
f. Don’t let the classes become a dreaded thing to you.  Ex. “Oh, no, I’ve been assigned

a class again.”  Look at it as an opportunity to aid and benefit precious souls.
(1) Acts 20:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years

I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. ---- shedding tears - so
concerned - the love for souls.

(2) 1 Thess. 2:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 So, affectionately longing for you, we were well
pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives,
because you had become dear to us. ---- motivated out of love.

9. They must be co-operative.  Phil. 1:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 Only let your conduct be worthy of
the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your
affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the
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gospel,
a. Work together in love.  Phil. 2:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Do all things without complaining

and disputing,
b. The Bible class arrangement is one way to work in harmony.
c. The teachers should do their best to stay with the assigned material.

(1) A well arranged curriculum is of no avail it the teachers won’t follow it.
d. Some will teach only what they want to teach.

(1) Teaching a book that we do not know all that well, will do us a world of good. 
What better way to become thoroughly acquainted with it?

e. Let us all do our best to be co-operative and work together in love.
10. They must be always growing.  Eph. 4:15; Col. 1:10-11; 1 Pet. 2:2

a. Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all
things into Him who is the head—Christ—
(1) Colossians 1:10-11 (NKJV) ----- 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully

pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge
of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all
patience and longsuffering with joy;

(2) 1 Peter 2:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word,
that you may grow thereby,

b. Bible class teachers especially need to be growing in knowledge and ability.
c. All will readily agree that teaching a class provides tremendous opportunity for growth.
d. Teachers who diligently apply themselves, receive seven times the benefit of the normal

student.
(1) By applying yourself, you will benefit from being a teacher.

e. Thus, let us look at teaching as an excellent opportunity to grow in becoming a better,
stronger Christians.  Col. 2:6-7 (NKJV) ---- 6 As you therefore have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the
faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.

Concl.
A. We have given some simple points, but ones that need to be stressed.

1. Bible classes are important for us.  We benefit from them.
2. Teaching is a fearful responsibility.  God will hold us responsible.  We need to try to do our

best.
B. If our Bible classes are conducted in the proper manner, the church will be strong and growing.

1. Each individual will be grounded, established in the faith, and increasing in the knowledge
of God.

2. And more importantly, the holy name of God will be glorified.
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