
BE STRONG IN THE GRACE OF GOD - 2 Tim 2:1-26

Intro:
A. As a Christian we all understand the importance of the Grace of God.   When we speak of God’s

Grace we Are speaking of:
1. “. . . the friendly disposition from which the kindly act proceeds, graciousness, loving-

kindness, goodwill generally, e.g., Acts 7:10; especially with reference to the Divine favor or
"grace," e.g., Acts 14:26; in this respect there is stress on its freeness and universality, its
spontaneous character, as in the case of God's redemptive mercy, and the pleasure or joy He
designs for the recipient; thus it is set in contrast with debt, Rom. 4:4, 16, . . .” W.E. Vine -
Vines Expository Dictionary on O.T. & N.T. Words.

B. This Grace can be clearly seen in God’s Grace in the salvation of Man.
1. Romans 3:23 - 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
2. Romans 6:23 - 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ

Jesus our Lord.
3. But:

a. The Basis of Salvation 
(1) God's Universal Kindness, Love &  Mercy.

b. The Conditions of Salvation 
(1) Faith – Repentance – Confession – Baptism - Faithfulness

c. The Provision of Salvation
(1) The Gracious Gift of God’s Son & The Gospel

C. This morning we want to examine Paul’s admonition to Timothy to be “STRONG IN THE
GRACE OF GOD” - 2 Tim. 2:1-26
1. 2 Timothy 2:1-4 ---- You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.2

And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful
men who will be able to teach others also.3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ.4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this
life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.

2. Vrs 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes
according to the rules.6 The hard-working farmer must be first to partake of the crops.7
Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all things.8 Remember that
Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead according to my gospel,

3. Vrs 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of
God is not chained.10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may
obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.11 This is a faithful saying: For
if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him.

4. Vrs 12 If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13
If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. 14 Remind them of these
things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the
hearers.15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they
will increase to more ungodliness.

5. Vrs 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort,18
who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they
overthrow the faith of some.19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this
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seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ
depart from iniquity.”

6. Vrs 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and
clay, some for honor and some for dishonor.21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the
latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every
good work.22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.

7. Vrs 23 But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife.24 And a
servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient,25 in humility
correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they
may know the truth,26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the
devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.

D. We want to examine where this is to take place!
1. And the things that are necessary for this strength.

II. BE STRONG IN GRACE FOUND IN CHRIST JESUS!
A. We stand in GRACE by faith – 1:5; Rom. 5:1,2; 1 Cor. 1:24

1. 2 Timothy 1:5 ---- 5 when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.
a. Romans 5:1-2 ---- Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God

through our Lord Jesus Christ,2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace
in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

b. 1 Corinthians 1:24 ---- 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God.

2. Standing in the “true grace of God” is conditional -  1 Peter 5:6-12; (see entire context of 1
Peter); Acts 13:43; Gal. 5:4
a. 1 Peter 5:6-12 ---- 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He

may exalt you in due time,7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.8 Be
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour.9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings
are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.10 But may the God of all grace, who
called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect,
establish, strengthen, and settle you.11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and
ever. Amen. 12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to you
briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand.

b. Acts 13:43 ---- 43 Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and
devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, persuaded them
to continue in the grace of God.

c. Galatians 5:4 ---- 4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be
justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

3. We are to grow in grace – 2 Peter 1:2-11; 3:14-17
a. 2 Peter 1:2-11 ---- 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and

of Jesus our Lord,3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,4 by which
have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you
may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world

Page 2 of  8 File:bestronginthegraceofGod.wpd



through lust. 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue,
to virtue knowledge,6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness,7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.8
For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even
to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.10 Therefore,
brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these
things you will never stumble;11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

b. 2 Peter 3:14-17 ---- 14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent
to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;15 and consider that the
longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the
wisdom given to him, has written to you,16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of
these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable
people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.17 You
therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your
own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;

B. This is found ONLY IN CHRIST JESUS
1. One cannot be “strong in grace” and not be in Christ – Rom. 8:1,2; 2 Cor. 5:17 

a. Romans 8:1-2 ---- There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ
Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.2 For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

b. 2 Corinthians 5:17 ---- 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

2. All spiritual blessings are in Christ – Ephesians 1 (therefore, there are no spiritual blessings
outside of Christ)

3. Let’s note - Ephesians 1
a. Outside Christ:

(1) Lost Without Hope
(2) NO spiritual blessings
(3) NOT chosen
(4) NOT children of God
(5) NOT accepted
(6) NO redemption
(7) NO forgiveness
(8) NO heavenly Inheritance 

b. Baptized Into Christ - Rom. 6:3-6 ; Gal. 3:26,27 ; Acts 2:38,47
(1) Romans 6:3-6 ---- 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?4 Therefore we were buried with Him
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.5 For if we have been
united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness
of His resurrection,6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

(2) Galatians 3:26-27 ---- 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.27
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
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(3) Acts 2:38,47 ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the
Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.
(a) Saved / Hope
(b) ALL spiritual blessings 
(c) Chosen
(d) A child of God
(e) Accepted
(f) Redeemed
(g) Forgiven
(h) A Heavenly Inheritance 

C. So in order for one to experience the Grace of God we need to be obedient to His commands and
become a Child of His thru the Blood of Christ.

III. Things That Are Necessary In Context - 2 Tim 2:2-26
A. Share gospel with others – (2:2; [sound words; pattern; doctrine; source – 1:13; 3:10,14] cf. Acts

8:4; 1 Thess. 1:8)
1. 2 Timothy 1:13 ---- 13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me,

in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
2. 2 Timothy 3:10 ---- 10 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose,

faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance,
3. Acts 8:4 ---- 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.
4. 1 Thessalonians 1:8 ---- 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in

Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that
we do not need to say anything.

B. Endure hardship as a good soldier – (2:3,4; 1:18; 1 Tim 6:9-12; 2 Cor. 10:3-5; Eph. 6:10-18)
1. 2 Timothy 1:18 ---- 18 The Lord grant to him that he may find mercy from the Lord in that

Day—and you know very well how many ways he ministered to me at Ephesus.
2. 1 Timothy 6:9-12 ---- 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and

into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.10 For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their
greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 11 But you, O man of God,
flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.12 Fight
the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have
confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.

3. 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 ---- 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the
flesh.4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds,5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the
knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,

4. Ephesians 6:10-18 ---- 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might.11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil.12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in
the heavenly places.13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.14 Stand therefore, having girded your
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waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,15 and having shod your feet
with the preparation of the gospel of peace;16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which
you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.17 And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;18 praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and
supplication for all the saints—

C. Compete according to the rules – (2:5; 4:7,8; 1 Cor. 9:24-27; Heb. 12:1-3)
1. 2 Timothy 4:7-8 ---- 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the

faith.8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have
loved His appearing.

2. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 ---- 24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.25 And everyone who competes
for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for
an imperishable crown.26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one
who beats the air.27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have
preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

3. Hebrews 12:1-3 ---- Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us,2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of
our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such
hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

D. Work hard like a farmer – (2:6-13; 1 Cor. 3:6-9; 9:7-11;
1. 1 Corinthians 3:6-9 ---- 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.7 So then

neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.8 Now
he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according
to his own labor.9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s
building.

2. 1 Corinthians 9:7-11 ---- 7 Who ever goes to war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard
and does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the
flock?8 Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not the law say the same also?9 For it
is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.” Is
it oxen God is concerned about?10 Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes,
no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope
should be partaker of his hope.11 If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing
if we reap your material things?

3. [Labor precedes reward – Luke 8:15; Rom. 2:7; Gal. 6:9; Heb 6:15; 10:36; James 5:7-11;
1 Pet 5:10]
a. Luke 8:15 ---- 15 “But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard

the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.
b. Romans 2:7 ---- 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for

glory, honor, and immortality;
c. Galatians 6:9 ---- 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we

shall reap if we do not lose heart.
d. Hebrews 6:15 ---- 15 And so, after he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.
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e. Hebrews 10:36 ---- 36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the
will of God, you may receive the promise:

f. James 5:7-11 ---- 7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives
the early and latter rain.8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord is at hand.9 Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned.
Behold, the Judge is standing at the door!10 My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke
in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience.11 Indeed we count them
blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended
by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.

g. 1 Peter 5:10 ---- 10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

E. Diligence – rightly dividing the word of truth – (2:15; 4:12-16; 2 Cor. 5:9; Heb 5:11-14)
1. 2 Timothy 4:12-16 ---- 12 And Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus.13 Bring the cloak that I left

with Carpus at Troas when you come—and the books, especially the parchments.14 Alexander
the coppersmith did me much harm. May the Lord repay him according to his works.15 You
also must beware of him, for he has greatly resisted our words.16 At my first defense no one
stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be charged against them. 

2. 2 Corinthians 5:9 ---- 9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well
pleasing to Him.

3. Hebrews 5:11-14 ---- 11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have
become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to
need milk and not solid food.13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, for he is a babe.14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age,
that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

F. Resist error – correcting error in humility – (2:14,16-18,23-26; 4:2-5; Gal. 2:4,5,11-14,21; 5:12;
Jude 1:3,4)
1. 2 Timothy 4:2-5 ---- 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince,

rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.3 For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they
will heap up for themselves teachers;4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and
be turned aside to fables.5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work
of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

2. Galatians 2:4-5,11-14,21
a. Vrs 4 And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by

stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into
bondage),5 to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the
gospel might continue with you.

b. Vrs 11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was
to be blamed;12 for before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles;
but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the
circumcision.13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even
Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy.14 But when I saw that they were not
straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, “If you, being
a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to
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live as Jews?
c. Vrs 21 “I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law,

then Christ died in vain.”
3. Galatians 5:12 ---- 12 I could wish that those who trouble you would even cut themselves

off!
4. Jude 3-4 ---- 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common

salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints.4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who
long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our
God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

G. Depart from lawlessness – (2:19; Tit 2:14; Mat. 7:21-23; Jn 14:15,21,23,24; Rom 6:1,16-23;
8:1,2;).
1. Titus 2:14 ---- 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed

and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
2. Matthew 7:21-23 ---- 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.22 “Many will say to Me
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your
name, and done many wonders in Your name?’23 “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never
knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

3. John 14:15,21,23-24 ---- 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
a. Vrs 21 “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he

who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to
him.”

b. Vrs 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and
My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.24 “He
who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine
but the Father’s who sent Me.

4. Romans 6:1,16-23 ---- What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may
abound?
a. Vrs 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that

one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to
righteousness?17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.18 And having been set
free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.19 I speak in human terms because of
the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of
uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your
members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.20 For when you were slaves of sin, you
were free in regard to righteousness.21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which
you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.22 But now having been set
free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the
end, everlasting life.23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

5. Romans 8:1-2 ---- There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,
who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.2 For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

6. [follow truth – 1:13; 3:10,14-17]
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a. 2 Timothy 1:13 ---- 13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from
me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

b. 2 Timothy 3:10,14-17 ---- 10 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of
life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance,
(1) vrs 14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured

of, knowing from whom you have learned them,15 and that from childhood you have
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus.16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,17
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

H. Flee youthful lust – (2:22; 1 Cor. 3:6-9; 9:7-11; [Note contrast – pursue righteousness, faith,
love, peace, calling with a pure heart] 
1. 1 Corinthians 3:6-9 ---- 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.7 So then

neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.8 Now
he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according
to his own labor.9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s
building.

2. 1 Corinthians 9:7-11 ---- 7 Who ever goes to war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard
and does not eat of its fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the
flock?8 Do I say these things as a mere man? Or does not the law say the same also?9 For it
is written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.” Is
it oxen God is concerned about?10 Or does He say it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes,
no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should plow in hope, and he who threshes in hope
should be partaker of his hope.11 If we have sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing
if we reap your material things?

IV. In Conclusion:
A. Are You In Christ? 

1. (Have you by faith been baptized into Him?)
a. Romans 6:3,4
b. 1Corinthians 12:13
c. Galatians 3:26,27
d. Colossians 2:11-13

2. Are you His Child and follower?
B. Then:

1. Are You Doing What’s Necessary to Stand Strong In The Unmerited Favor of God?
a. Sharing the gospel –
b. Enduring hardship as a good soldier
c. Competing according to the rules 
d. Working hard like a farmer
e. Diligently seeking to be approved by God – rightly dividing the word of truth
f. Resisting error – correcting error in humility
g. Departing from lawlessness
h. Fleeing lust  
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