
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN?
Intro:

A. Are you a Christian?  You might say - that’s a strange question to be asking Christians — well is it?
1. Paul wrote ---- "Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you

not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified." (2
Corinthians 13:5, NKJV)

a. Thus it is important to examine ourselves on this matter.
(1) examine verb (tr) 1 to look at, inspect, or scrutinize carefully or in detail; investigate. 2

Education. to test the knowledge or skill of (a candidate) in (a subject or activity) by written
or oral questions or by practical tests. 3 Law. to interrogate (a witness or accused person)
formally on oath. 4 Med. to investigate the state of health of (a patient). [C14: from Old French
examiner, from Latin examinare to weigh, from examen means of weighing; see examen] 

b. Just simply saying yes I am ---- is not good enough!   Being a Christian is not about some
checklist - but rather as we will see a manner and way of life and thinking.

(1) You might say - I was baptized!   Or I believed!  Or even I believe!
(2) The questions I want to put forth this morning is a challenge to you WHY and HOW?

c. Did I do it because someone told me to do it?   This is soul searching and essential to our
relationship to God.  

2. What makes a Christian?
a. Good person?
b. Profession?  Eg. Dr Suess (Not a doctor at all just like the title)
c. Experience?
d. Sincerity?
e. Religious /goes to church?

B. The term Christian is found only three times in the N.T.
1. Acts 11:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that

for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples
were first called Christians in Antioch.

a.  DISCIPLES were CALLED Christians . . .
(1) Chrēmatizō "to give Divine admonition, instruction, revelation," — Vine's Expository

Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words 
2. 1 Peter 4:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but

let him glorify God in this matter.  17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house
of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of
God? 

a. Christian = Member of God’s household
b. Christian = one who has obeyed the gospel

3. Acts 26:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to become a
Christian." 

a. Christian = One can choose to become a Christian or decline the Lord’s invitation, (Matthew
11:28-30; Jer. 6:16).

(1) "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke
upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”" (Matthew 11:28-30, NKJV)

(2)  "Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the old paths, where the good
way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk
in it.’" (Jeremiah 6:16, NKJV) 

C. As We study this subject we can see that a Christian is.....
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II. Described As:....
A. A believer in Christ – John 20:30,31; Acts 16:31-34

1. " And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in
this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing you may have life in His name." (John 20:30-31, NKJV) 

2. "So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them
the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were
baptized. Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced,
having believed in God with all his household." (Acts 16:31-34, NKJV) 

B. A child of God – John 1:11-13; 8:42-47; Gal. 3:26,27
1. "He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them

He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." (John 1:11-13,
NKJV) 

2. "Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and came
from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me. Why do you not understand My speech?
Because you are not able to listen to My word. You are of your father the devil, and the desires of
your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he
is a liar and the father of it. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. Which of you
convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? He who is of God hears
God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God.”" (John 8:42-47, NKJV) 

3. " For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ." (Galatians 3:26-27, NKJV) 

C. A friend of God – John 15:14,15; Eph. 2:16; James 4:4
1. "You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for a

servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that
I heard from My Father I have made known to you." (John 15:14-15, NKJV) 

2. "and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to
death the enmity." (Ephesians 2:16, NKJV) 

3. "Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God." (James 4:4,
NKJV) 

D. A saint – 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; Col. 1:2;  2 Thess. 1:10 
1. "To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to

be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and
ours:" (1 Corinthians 1:2, NKJV)

2. "Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with
lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with
Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God
with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And
walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” Therefore “Come out from
among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive
you.” “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord
Almighty.” Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." (2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1, NKJV) 
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3. "To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." (Colossians 1:2, NKJV) 

4. "when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who
believe, because our testimony among you was believed." (2 Thessalonians 1:10, NKJV) 

E. A pilgrim & stranger – 1 Pet 2:11; cf. Heb 11:13-16
1. " Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the

soul," (1 Peter 2:11, NKJV) 
a. " These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were

assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth. For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if they
had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity
to return. But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them." (Hebrews 11:13-16, NKJV) 

F. A FOLLOWER of Jesus – Matthew 16:24; Luke 9:23-27; 1 Cor 11:1
1. " Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and

take up his cross, and follow Me." (Matthew 16:24, NKJV)
a. " Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take

up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake will save it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world,
and is himself destroyed or lost? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son
of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy
angels. But I tell you truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see
the kingdom of God.”" (Luke 9:23-27, NKJV) 

b. "Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ." (1 Corinthians 11:1, NKJV) 
2. Devoted, loves God & is sacrificial – Matthew 10:32-39

a. "“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who
is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is
in heaven. “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but
a sword. For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own
household.’ He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and
follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life
for My sake will find it." (Matthew 10:32-39, NKJV) 

3. Obedient & serves – Matthew 7:21-23; Luke 6:46; 13:25-27; John 14:21-24; Acts 2:38; 1 Cor.
14:37; Col. 3:24

a. " “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your
name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness!’" (Matthew 7:21-23, NKJV) 

b. " “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?" (Luke 6:46, NKJV)
c. "When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand

outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ and He will answer and say to
you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’ then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in
Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you,
where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’" (Luke 13:25-27, NKJV)

d. "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me
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will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” Judas (not Iscariot)
said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?” Jesus
answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love
him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love Me does
not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me."
(John 14:21-24, NKJV) 

e. "Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." (Acts 2:38,
NKJV) 

f. "If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which
I write to you are the commandments of the Lord." (1 Corinthians 14:37, NKJV)

g. "knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the
Lord Christ." (Colossians 3:24, NKJV) 

4. Worships & praises – John 4:22-24; Heb 10:24,25
a. "You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.

But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship
Him must worship in spirit and truth.”" (John 4:22-24, NKJV) 

b. "And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so
much the more as you see the Day approaching." (Hebrews 10:24-25, NKJV) 

5. About God’s business – Luke 2:49; Matthew 25:14-31
a. "And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My

Father’s business?”" (Luke 2:49, NKJV)
b.  " “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own

servants and delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and
to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. Then
he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents.
And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he who had received one went
and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those servants
came and settled accounts with them. “So he who had received five talents came and brought
five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more
talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’ He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two
talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over
many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ “Then he who had received the one talent came and
said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where
you have not scattered seed. And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look,
there you have what is yours.’ “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy
servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.
So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have
received back my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten
talents. ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into
the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ “When the Son of Man comes
in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory."
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(Matthew 25:14-31, NKJV) 
6. Suffers & reviles not – 1 Pet 2:21-23; Rom. 12:17-21

a. "For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you
should follow His steps: “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; who,
when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but
committed Himself to Him who judges righteously;" (1 Peter 2:21-23, NKJV) 

b. "Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible,
as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but
rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.
Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing
you will heap coals of fire on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good." (Romans 12:17-21, NKJV) 

7. Loving & compassionate – Matthew 9:36; 18:27-33; Eph 5:2
a. "But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were

weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd." (Matthew 9:36, NKJV) 
b. “Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the

debt. “But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred
denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’
So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and
I will pay you all.’ And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the
debt. So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came
and told their master all that had been done. Then his master, after he had called him, said to
him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. Should you not
also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’" (Matthew 18:27-
33, NKJV)

c.  "And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma." (Ephesians 5:2, NKJV) 

8. Forgiving – Luke 23:34; Matthew 6:14-16
a. "Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” And they divided

His garments and cast lots." (Luke 23:34, NKJV) 
b. "“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you

do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. “Moreover,
when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they disfigure their
faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward."
(Matthew 6:14-16, NKJV) 

III. What does it Cost? - Luke 14:28-32 ---- "For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit
down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it— lest, after he has laid the foundation,
and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not
able to finish.’ Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty
thousand? Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of
peace." (NKJV) 
A. Cost Jesus leaving heaven – John 1:14; Phili 2:5-8; Heb. 2:14,15

1. " And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth." (John 1:14, NKJV)

2. " Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of
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a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross."
(Philippians 2:5-8, NKJV)

3. "Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in
the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,
and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage." (Hebrews
2:14-15, NKJV) 

B. Cost Jesus His life – Matthew 20:28; Heb 2:9,10; Matthew 26:28
1. "just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for

many.”" (Matthew 20:28, NKJV)
2. "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned

with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone. For it was
fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory,
to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings." (Hebrews 2:9-10, NKJV) 

3. "For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins."
(Matthew 26:28, NKJV) 

C. Cost God His Son – John 3:16; Rom. 5:8-10; 8:32
1. "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him

should not perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16, NKJV)
2. "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for

us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His
Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life." (Romans 5:8-10, NKJV) 

3. "He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things?" (Romans 8:32, NKJV) 

D. Being a Christian cost us – Matthew 13:44-46 ---- " “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, who,
when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought it." (NKJV) 

1. Forsaking all – Luke 14:26-33; Matthew 10:34-39; 16:24,25
a. "“If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and

sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear his cross
and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not
sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it— lest, after he has laid the
foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man began
to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going to make war against another king, does
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a
delegation and asks conditions of peace. So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that
he has cannot be My disciple." (Luke 14:26-33, NKJV) 

b. "“Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword.
For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law’; and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’
He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after
Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake
will find it." (Matthew 10:34-39, NKJV)

c. " Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and
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take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for My sake will find it." (Matthew 16:24-25, NKJV) 

2. Life of sacrifice – Rom 6:13-19; 12:1,2; Phili 1:20; Heb 13:15,16; 1 Pet. 2:5
a. "And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present

yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God. For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but
under grace. What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly
not! Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s
slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?
But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form
of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you became slaves
of righteousness. I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you
presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness." (Romans
6:13-19, NKJV)

b. " I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God." (Romans 12:1-2, NKJV) 

c. "Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our
lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such
sacrifices God is well pleased." (Hebrews 13:15-16, NKJV)

d. "you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ." (1 Peter 2:5, NKJV) 

3. Life of work – John 6:27; Gal. 5:6; Phili 2:12
a. "Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life,

which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him.”" (John
6:27, NKJV)

b. "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working
through love." (Galatians 5:6, NKJV)

c. " Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;" (Philippians 2:12,
NKJV) 

4. Our pride –
a. Our selfish desires –
b. Many worldly “pleasures”
c. Life of ease –
d. Financially – 
e. Our energy - 
f. Our time - 

IV. What is the Reward of being a Christian - What does it Pay? - Matthew 16:24-27 ---- " Then Jesus
said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross,
and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake
will find it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what
will a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with
His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works." (NKJV) 

A. Many think it doesn’t pay at all – 2 Pet 3:3,4; Psa. 53:1
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1. "knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts,
and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of creation.”" (2 Peter 3:3-4, NKJV)

2.  " To the Chief Musician. Set to “Mahalath.” A Contemplation of David. The fool has said in his
heart,“There is no God.” They are corrupt, and have done abominable iniquity; There is none who
does good." (Psalm 53:1, NKJV) 

B. Many do not think it pays enough – Luke 14:16-24 ---- "Then He said to him, “A certain man gave
a great supper and invited many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited,
‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first
said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me
excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you
to have me excused.’ Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So that
servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being angry, said
to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and
the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded,
and still there is room.’ Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges,
and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. For I say to you that none of those men
who were invited shall taste my supper.’ ”" (NKJV) 

1. They consider things that are “here and now” as being more valuable and important – 2 Tim 4:10;
Eccl. 1:14; Gal. 6:7-9; 1 John 2:15-17; 2 Pet. 3:10-13

a. "for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for
Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia." (2 Timothy 4:10, NKJV)

b. "I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and indeed, all is vanity and grasping for
the wind." (Ecclesiastes 1:14, NKJV)

c. "Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For
he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of
the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season
we shall reap if we do not lose heart." (Galatians 6:7-9, NKJV)

d. " Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the
lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever." (1 John 2:15-17, NKJV)

e. " But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away
with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that
are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of
the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements
will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells." (2 Peter 3:10-13, NKJV) 

2. Being in the family of God – Matthew 12:46-50; Acts 2:42-47
a. " While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood outside,

seeking to speak with Him. Then one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and Your brothers are
standing outside, seeking to speak with You.” But He answered and said to the one who told
Him, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” And He stretched out His hand toward His
disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will of My
Father in heaven is My brother and sister and mother.”" (Matthew 12:46-50, NKJV)

b. "And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done
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through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and
sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they
ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved." (Acts 2:42-47,
NKJV) 

C. Happiness, peace and joy in this life – Matthew 5:3-13; Luke 11:28; Eph 1:3-14; Psalm 29:11;
Phili 4:6,7; John 14:27; 16:33; Rom. 4:7; 14:17; Gal. 5:22,23

1. "“Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful,
For they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. Blessed are the
peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when they revile and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly
glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then
good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men." (Matthew 5:3-13, NKJV)

2.  "But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”" (Luke
11:28, NKJV) 

3. "The Lord will give strength to His people; The Lord will bless His people with peace." (Psalm
29:11, NKJV) 

D. Hope of eternal life – Rom 15:13; Titus 1:2
1. "Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." (Romans 15:13, NKJV) 
2. "in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began," (Titus 1:2,

NKJV) 
E. Heaven – John 14:1-6; 1 Pet 1:3-9

1. " “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are
many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there
you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know.” Thomas said to Him, “Lord,
we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am
the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me." (John 14:1-6,
NKJV)

2.  " Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy
has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to
an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,
who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by
various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes,
though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,
whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with
joy inexpressible and full of glory, receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls."
(1 Peter 1:3-9, NKJV) 
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3. Isaiah 48:22 — "There is no peace," says the LORD, "for the wicked."

V. Conclusion:
A. Are you a Christian?

1. Have you heard the true gospel?
2. Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ?
3. Have you repented?
4. Have you confessed?
5. Have you been baptized into Christ?
6. Are you continuing in His doctrine?

B. If you are NOT a Christian (according to the Scriptures) then we need to hear what Paul said to
Agrippa:

1. Acts 26:28-29 (NKJV) ---- 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to become a
Christian." 29 And Paul said, "I would to God that not only you, but also all who hear me today,
might become both almost and altogether such as I am, except for these chains." 

2. Believe and obey the gospel NOW!!
a. HEAVEN CAN BE YOUR ETERNAL HOME!
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