
BECAUSE CHRIST IS..... WE ARE.... 2 Cor 3:16-18
Intro:

A. We sing songs like - “Oh to be Like thee...” ect that makes a plea to God for a life that has been
transformed by the relationship we have enjoyed in Christ Jesus.   The question I want us all to
consider here at the end of the year is - “What Does This Mean?”
1. We are Christians - called out of darkness to be lights in the World - but What does it really

mean to be a Christian?
2. The word Christian is used so loosely (USA is a Christian Nation ect.) and in many ways in a

derogatory way - “Don’t go Christian on me...” etc. - it is my understanding that those who do
this really do not understand what it really means!

B. The term Christian is used 3 times in the Bible and gives us some insight into what it means to be
one: A Christian is.....
1. Acts 11:26 (NKJV) - 26 And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that

for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the
disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

a. Disciple = A learner, pupil
b. Christian = An adherent, follower, imitator of Christ

2. 1 Peter 4:16-17 (NKJV) - 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but
let him glorify God in this matter.  17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house
of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel
of God? 

a. “The house of God” = Those belonging to God, adopted as His children — Gal 3:26,27; Eph
1:5; John 1:12,13

(1) Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) - 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
(a) Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) - 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on

Christ.
(2) Ephesians 1:5 (NKJV) - 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to

Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
(3) John 1:12 (NKJV) - 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become

children of God, to those who believe in His name:
(a) John 1:13 (NKJV) - 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the

will of man, but of God.
b. “Obey the gospel” = To be baptized into Christ by faith & continue to obey Him — Acts

10:47,48; Gal. 3:27; Rom 6:3-19; 10:9-17
(1) Acts 10:47 (NKJV) - 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who

have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”
(a) Acts 10:48 (NKJV) - 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.

Then they asked him to stay a few days.
(2) Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) - 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on

Christ.
(3) Romans 6:3-19 (NKJV) - 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that
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Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over
Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He
lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you
should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments of
unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over
you, for you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are
not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to whom you present
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading
to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you
were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were
delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I
speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your
members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now
present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.

(4) Romans 10:9-17 (NKJV) - 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart
one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11
For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there
is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call
upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14 How then shall
they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall
they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who
preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 16 But they have not all
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our report?” 17 So then faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

3. Acts 26:28 (NKJV) - 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to become a
Christian." 

a. Christian = One MUST choose to become a Christian or decline the Lord’s invitation, (Matt.
11:28-30; Jer. 6:16).

(1) Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) - 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light.”

(2) Jeremiah 6:16 (NKJV) - 16 Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the
old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But
they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’

(a) Many who call themselves Christians are of this same mindset.
C. So it goes without saying that A Christian is One who:

1. A BELIEVER IN Christ’s Church – John 20:30,31; Acts 2:36-38,47; 8:36-39; 16:31-34; Col.
2:12,13; Rom 6:3-6; Gal. 3:26,27

a. John 20:30 (NKJV) - 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples,
which are not written in this book;

(1) John 20:31 (NKJV) - 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

b. Acts 2:36-38 (NKJV) - 36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has
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made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now when they heard this,
they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren,
what shall we do?” 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

c. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) - 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added
to the church daily those who were being saved.

d. Acts 8:36-39 (NKJV) - 36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And
the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” 37 Then Philip
said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip
and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came up
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no
more; and he went on his way rejoicing.

e. Acts 16:31-34 (NKJV) - 31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be
saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all
who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their
stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had brought
them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all
his household.

f. Colossians 2:12 (NKJV) - 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with
Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

(1) Colossians 2:13 (NKJV) - 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision
of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

g. Romans 6:3-6 (NKJV) - 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism
into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of
His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our
old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should
no longer be slaves of sin.

h. Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) - 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
(1) Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) - 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on

Christ.
2. A CHILD of God – John 1:11-13; 8:42-47; Rom 8:12-17; Gal. 3:26,27

a. John 1:11-13 (NKJV) - 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as
many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who
believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God.

b. John 8:42-47 (NKJV) - 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me,
for I proceeded forth and came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me. 43 Why
do you not understand My speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. 44 You are
of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks
a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 45 But because I tell
the truth, you do not believe Me. 46 Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth,
why do you not believe Me? 47 He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not
hear, because you are not of God.”
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c. Romans 8:12-17 (NKJV) - 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear,
but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then
heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also
be glorified together.

3. A SAINT – 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; Col. 1:2; 2 Thess. 1:10
a. 1 Corinthians 1:2 (NKJV) - 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

b. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (NKJV) - 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.
For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with
darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an
unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple
of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their
God, And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be
a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” 1
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

c. Colossians 1:2 (NKJV) - 2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

d. 2 Thessalonians 1:10 (NKJV) - 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints
and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was
believed.

4. A DISCIPLE of Jesus – Luke 14:26,27; Matt. 11:28-30; Jn 13:15; 1 Pet 2:21; 1 Jn 2:6
a. Luke 14:26 (NKJV) - 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother,

wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
(1) Luke 14:27 (NKJV) - 27 And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be

My disciple.
b. Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) - 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I

will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

c. John 13:15 (NKJV) - 15 For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done
to you.

d. 1 Peter 2:21 (NKJV) - 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:

e. 1 John 2:6 (NKJV) - 6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He
walked.

5. And A FOLLOWER of Jesus – Matt. 16:24; Luke 6:46; 9:23-27; 1 Cor 11:1
a. Matthew 16:24 (NKJV) - 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after

Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.
b. Luke 6:46 (NKJV) - 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which

I say?
c. Luke 9:23-27 (NKJV) - 23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let

him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save
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his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it
to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For whoever is
ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His
own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels. 27 But I tell you truly, there are some
standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God.”

d. 1 Corinthians 11:1 (NKJV) - 1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.
D. Since A Christian wears the Name of Christ (CHRIST) and recognizes without this in the name

(IAN) “I am Nothing” - Christ is our Standard that we MUST imitate:
1. 2 Cor. 10:12 (NKJV) - . . . they, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing

themselves among themselves, are not wise. 
a. It is foolish to measure yourself against anything else!

2. 1 John 2:6 (NKJV) - He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He
walked. 

a. Note: that as a Christian we MUST understand WHAT it really Means to be One
b. 2 Corinthians 3:16–18 (NKJV) - 16 Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken

away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But
we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed
into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

E. Let Us Begin our study - so that as we consider New Years resolutions we can make it our aim to
be more like Christ - to be the people God wants of us.
1. Because Christ IS .... we are to be “More Like Him”

a. HUMILITY — Obedience – Matt. 11:28-30; Heb 5:8,9; Phil 2:1-9;
(1) Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) - 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and

I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light.”

(2) Hebrews 5:8 (NKJV) - 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things
which He suffered.

(a) Hebrews 5:9 (NKJV) - 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal
salvation to all who obey Him,

(3) Philippians 2:1-9 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being
like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better
than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of
death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given
Him the name which is above every name,

b. Respect for the SCRIPTURES – Lk 24:44-48; Matt. 4:4-10; 22:29-33; Jn 17:17; 12:48-50
(1) Luke 24:44-48 (NKJV) - 44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to

you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law
of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 45 And He opened their
understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus
it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the
third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to
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all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses of these things.
(2) Matthew 4:4-10 (NKJV) - 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live

by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil
took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, “If
You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels
charge over you,’ and, In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against
a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’
” 8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these things I will give
You if You will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you,
Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall
serve.’ ”

(3) Matthew 22:29-33 (NKJV) - 29 Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not
knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither marry
nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven. 31 But concerning the
resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God, saying, 32 ‘I am
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ ? God is not the God of the
dead, but of the living.” 33 And when the multitudes heard this, they were astonished at His
teaching.

(4) John 17:17 (NKJV) - 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
(5) John 12:48-50 (NKJV) - 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that

which judges him— the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 49 For I have
not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I
should say and what I should speak. 50 And I know that His command is everlasting life.
Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.”

c. Hating SIN – Heb 1:9; Rev 2:15; Matt. 5:27-30; Matt. 26:28; Gal. 1:4; Rom 8:3
(1) Hebrews 1:9 (NKJV) - 9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; Therefore

God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of gladness more than Your companions.”
(2) Revelation 2:15 (NKJV) - 15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the

Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.
(3) Matthew 5:27-30 (NKJV) - 27 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall

not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has
already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck
it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish,
than for your whole body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut
it off and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish,
than for your whole body to be cast into hell.

(4) Matthew 26:28 (NKJV) - 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins.

(5) Galatians 1:4 (NKJV) - 4 who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this
present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father,

(6) Romans 8:3 (NKJV) - 3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh,
God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He
condemned sin in the flesh,

d. SACRIFICIAL love & service – Luke 22:27; Heb 2:9-18; John 13:12-16; Phil 2:1-9
(1) Luke 22:27 (NKJV) - 27 For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is

it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves.
(2) Hebrews 2:9-18 (NKJV) - 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels,
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for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might
taste death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom
are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. 11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all
of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying: “I will declare
Your name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.” 13 And
again: “I will put My trust in Him.” And again: “Here am I and the children whom God has
given Me.” 14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage. 16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the
seed of Abraham. 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation
for the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able
to aid those who are tempted.

(3) John 13:12-16 (NKJV) - 12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat
down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me
Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an
example, that you should do as I have done to you. 16 Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant
is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.

(4) Philippians 2:1-9 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being
like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better
than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of
death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given
Him the name which is above every name,

II. Because Christ IS ..... We Are To Be
A. Christ IS .....

1. The Son of God -John 1:14; Matt. 3:17, (Is 42:1-9); 17:5
a. John 1:14 (NKJV) - 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
b. Matthew 3:17 (NKJV) - 17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
(1) Isaiah 42:1-9 (NKJV) - 1 “Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My

soul delights! I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. 2
He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street. 3 A
bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth
justice for truth. 4 He will not fail nor be discouraged, Till He has established justice in the
earth; And the coastlands shall wait for His law.” 5 Thus says God the Lord, Who created
the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread forth the earth and that which comes from
it, Who gives breath to the people on it, And spirit to those who walk on it: 6 “I, the Lord,
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have called You in righteousness, And will hold Your hand; I will keep You and give You
as a covenant to the people, As a light to the Gentiles, 7 To open blind eyes, To bring out
prisoners from the prison, Those who sit in darkness from the prison house. 8 I am the Lord,
that is My name; And My glory I will not give to another, Nor My praise to carved images.
9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, And new things I declare; Before they spring
forth I tell you of them.”

c. Isaiah 17:5 (NKJV) - 5 It shall be as when the harvester gathers the grain, And reaps the heads
with his arm; It shall be as he who gathers heads of grain In the Valley of Rephaim.

2. The suffering Servant – Is 53:11; Phil 2:5-8; Heb 5:8,9
a. Isaiah 53:11 (NKJV) - 11 He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His

knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities.
b. Philippians 2:5-8 (NKJV) - 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who,

being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself
of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point
of death, even the death of the cross.

c. Hebrews 5:8 (NKJV) - 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered.

(1) Hebrews 5:9 (NKJV) - 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal
salvation to all who obey Him,

3. The Prophesied Prophet – Deut 18:18,19; Acts 3:21-23; 7:37; Matt. 28:18-20; Heb 1:1,2; 2
John 1:9

a. Deuteronomy 18:18 (NKJV) - 18 I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their
brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all that I command
Him.

(1) Deuteronomy 18:19 (NKJV) - 19 And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words,
which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him.

b. Acts 3:21-23 (NKJV) - 21 whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all
things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 22
For Moses truly said to the fathers, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me
from your brethren. Him you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you. 23 And it shall
be that every soul who will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the
people.’

c. Acts 7:37 (NKJV) - 37 “This is that Moses who said to the children of Israel, ‘The Lord your
God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him you shall hear.’

d. Matthew 28:18-20 (NKJV) - 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching
them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to
the end of the age.” Amen.

e. Hebrews 1:1 (NKJV) - 1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past
to the fathers by the prophets,

(1) Hebrews 1:2 (NKJV) - 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;

f. 2 John 9 (NKJV) - 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does
not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

4. The Apostle (one sent) of God - Heb 3:1-2; John 20:21-22
a. Hebrews 3:1-2 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,
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consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus, 2 who was faithful to
Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house.

b. John 20:21-22 (NKJV) - 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent
Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.

5. We Are:
a. Son’s of God by faith in Christ Jesus - Gal. 3:26,27; Rom 8:12-17

(1) Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) - 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For
as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

(2) Romans 8:12-17 (NKJV) - 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again
to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children,
then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we
may also be glorified together.

b. Suffering Servants – Matt. 5:11,12; 1 Pet 4:12-16; 2 Tim 3:12
(1) Matthew 5:11-12 (NKJV) - 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say

all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for
great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

(2) 1 Peter 4:12-16 (NKJV) - 12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which
is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that
you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with
exceeding joy. 14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit
of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is
glorified. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody
in other people’s matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but
let him glorify God in this matter.

(3) 2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV) - 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution.

c. Teachers of the truth – Heb 5:12-14; Acts 4:20; 8:4; 1 Thess. 1:8
(1) Hebrews 5:12-14 (NKJV) - 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need

someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to
need milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full
age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil.

(2) Acts 4:20 (NKJV) - 20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”
(3) Acts 8:4 (NKJV) - 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the

word.
(4) 1 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) - 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not

only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out,
so that we do not need to say anything.

d. Sent into the world – Matt. 28:19,20; Mark 16:15,16; Matt. 5:13-16; Phil 2:14-16
(1) Mark 16:15 (NKJV) - 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel

to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned.
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(2) Matthew 5:13-16 (NKJV) - 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor,
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it
gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

(3) Philippians 2:14-16 (NKJV) - 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that
you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding
fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or
labored in vain.

B. Christ IS - King of Kings - 1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 19:16 -15 which He will manifest in His
own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, ----
Revelation 19:16 (NKJV) - 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
1. He is NOW on David’s throne - (Prophesied - 2 Sam 7:12-16; 1 Chron. 17:11-15; Isa. 9:6;

Luke 1:26-33, 69
a. 2 Samuel 7:12-16 (NKJV) - 12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers,

I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom forever. 14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will
chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. 15 But My mercy shall
not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 And your
house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be
established forever.” ’ ”

b. 1 Chronicles 17:11-15 (NKJV) - 11 And it shall be, when your days are fulfilled, when you
must go to be with your fathers, that I will set up your seed after you, who will be of your sons;
and I will establish his kingdom. 12 He shall build Me a house, and I will establish his throne
forever. 13 I will be his Father, and he shall be My son; and I will not take My mercy away
from him, as I took it from him who was before you. 14 And I will establish him in My house
and in My kingdom forever; and his throne shall be established forever.” ’ ” 15 According to
all these words and according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.

c. Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV) - 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the
government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

d. Luke 1:26-33 (NKJV) - 26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city
of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said to her,
“Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!” 29 But
when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this
was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His
name Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God
will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”

e. Luke 1:69 (NKJV) - 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us In the house of His
servant David,

2. Fulfilled - John 18:37; Acts 2:30-36; Heb. 1:3, 8; Matt. 28:18; Rev 1:4,5; 17:14;19:16; Zec
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6:12,13).
a. John 18:37 (NKJV) - 37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered,

“You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into
the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”

b. Acts 2:30-36 (NKJV) - 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with
an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ
to sit on his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that
His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised
up, of which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you
now see and hear. 34 “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The
Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”’
36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

c. Revelation 1:4 (NKJV) - 4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and
peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are
before His throne,

(1) Revelation 1:5 (NKJV) - 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our
sins in His own blood,

d. Revelation 17:14 (NKJV) - 14 These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will
overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are
called, chosen, and faithful.”

e. Revelation 19:16 (NKJV) - 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written:
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

f. Zechariah 6:12 (NKJV) - 12 Then speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, saying:
“Behold, the Man whose name is the BRANCH! From His place He shall branch out, And He
shall build the temple of the Lord;

(1) Zechariah 6:13 (NKJV) - 13 Yes, He shall build the temple of the Lord. He shall bear the
glory, And shall sit and rule on His throne; So He shall be a priest on His throne, And the
counsel of peace shall be between them both.” ’

3. Jesus will return that authority to the Father after the Judgment (1 Cor. 15:27-28).
a. 1 Corinthians 15:27-28 (NKJV) - 27 For “He has put all things under His feet.” But when He

says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident that He who put all things under Him is
excepted. 28 Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be
subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all.

4. We Are:
a. Kings with Him on the earth - Rev 1:5-6; 5:10; Matt. 5:5

(1) Revelation 1:5-6 (NKJV) - 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from
the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from
our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to
Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

(2) Revelation 5:10 (NKJV) - 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall
reign on the earth.”

(3) Matthew 5:5 (NKJV) - 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.
1

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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b. Authority over error — Jn 8:32; 2 Cor 10:3-6
(1) John 8:32 (NKJV) - 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
(2) 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 (NKJV) - 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according

to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling
down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and
being ready to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

c. Authority over temptation & sin — Eph 6:10-18; 1 Cor 10:13; 1 Jn 2:1,2
(1) Ephesians 6:10-18 (NKJV) - 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power

of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand
therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking
the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end
with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

(2) 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NKJV) - 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to
bear it.

(3) 1 John 2:1-2 (NKJV) - 1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not
sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2
And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole
world.

d. Authority over trials — 1 Pet 1:6-7; 2 Cor 4:16-18; Rom 8:28-37; 1 Jn 5:4
(1) 1 Peter 1:6-7 (NKJV) - 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need

be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise,
honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,

(2) 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NKJV) - 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which
are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen
are eternal.

(3) Romans 8:28-37 (NKJV) - 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be
the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called;
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who
did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen,
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who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day
long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him who loved us.

(4) 1 John 5:4 (NKJV) - 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world— our faith.

e. Authority over death — 1 Cor 15:54-58; Heb 2:14
(1) 1 Corinthians 15:54-58 (NKJV) - 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and

this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is
your victory?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

(2) Hebrews 2:14 (NKJV) - 14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood,
He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had
the power of death, that is, the devil,

C. Christ IS - High Priest - Zec 6:12-13 ; Heb 7:22-27
1. Prophesied - (Psa 110:4; Zec 6:12-13)
2. Appointed by God – (Heb 5:4-10)
3. After the order of Melchizedek – not Aaron – (Heb 5:6,10; 7:13-17)
4. He was sinless - (Heb. 5:1-10; 7:26).
5. An enduring priesthood by virtue of His endless life (Heb. 7:15-25).
6. Perfect sacrifice – once for ALL – (Heb 7:27; 10:10-14)
7. We Are:

a. Priest to offer spiritual sacrifices
b. A royal priesthood — 1 Pet 2:5,9; Rev 1:6; 5:10

(1) 1 Peter 2:5 (NKJV) - 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

(2) 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) - 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light;

(3) Revelation 1:6 (NKJV) - 6 and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him
be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

(4) Revelation 5:10 (NKJV) - 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall
reign on the earth.”

c. To give our bodies as living sacrifices — Rom 12:1,2; Heb 10:22; 13:21; Tit 2:12-14
(1) Romans 12:1 (NKJV) - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

(2) Hebrews 10:22 (NKJV) - 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

(3) Hebrews 13:21 (NKJV) - 21 make you complete in every good work to do His will, working
in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and
ever. Amen.

(4) Titus 2:12-14 (NKJV) - 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we
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should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope
and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for
us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special
people, zealous for good works.

d. To be holy, sanctified unto God’s service — Rom 12:2; 2 Tim 2:21; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1
(1) 2 Timothy 2:21 (NKJV) - 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will

be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.
(2) 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (NKJV) - 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.

For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light
with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with
an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the
temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I
will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them
And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18
“I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord
Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

D. Christ IS .... - Chief Cornerstone -  Isaiah 28:16; 1 Peter 2:4
1. Chosen by God & precious – (Isa 42:1,2; Matt. 12:18; 1 Peter 2:4)
2. Rejected by men - Many stumble over Him — (Psa 118:22; Matt. 21:42; 1 Pet 2:4,7,8; Rom

9:32)
3. Precious to believers/ the obedient – (1 Pet 1:19; 2:7; Isa 28:25; Phil 3:7-10)
4. The ONLY foundation for our salvation (1 Cor. 3:10,11; Acts 4:12; John 14:6). 
5. We Are ....

a. Christ’s building — 1 Cor 3:9-11
(1) 1 Corinthians 3:9-11 (NKJV) - 9 For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you

are God’s building. 10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise
master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed
how he builds on it. 11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which
is Jesus Christ.

b. Living stones who make up the Lord’s spiritual house — 1 Pet 2:7; 1 Cor 3:12-15
(1) 1 Peter 2:7 (NKJV) - 7 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are

disobedient, “The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,”
(2) 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 (NKJV) - 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold,

silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day
will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of
what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.
15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as
through fire.

c. The temple of God — 1 Cor 3:16; 2 Cor. 6:16
(1) 1 Corinthians 3:16 (NKJV) - 16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that

the Spirit of God dwells in you?
(2) 2 Corinthians 6:16 (NKJV) - 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For

you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk
among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.”

d. Built by the Lord, not men — Heb 3:3-6; Eph 2:20-22
(1) Hebrews 3:3-6 (NKJV) - 3 For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses,

inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor than the house. 4 For every house is
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built by someone, but He who built all things is God. 5 And Moses indeed was faithful in all
His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, 6
but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence
and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.

(2) Ephesians 2:20-22 (NKJV) - 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building,
being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being
built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

E. Christ IS - ....  Our ADVOCATE -  1 John 2:1; 1 Tim 2:5-6; Heb 9:15
1. Appears before the Father on our behalf - (1 John 2:1)
2. The one and only mediator between God & man – (1 Tim 2:5-6)
3. The Mediator of the New Covenant – (Heb 9:15)
4. Always lives to make intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25; 9:24; Romans 8:34).
5. We Are .....

a. Able to appear before God with confidence — Heb 4:16
(1) Hebrews 4:16 (NKJV) - 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may

obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
b. We have access to the Father — Eph 2:18; 3:12; Heb 7:19

(1) Ephesians 2:18 (NKJV) - 18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the
Father.

(2) Ephesians 3:12 (NKJV) - 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through
faith in Him.

(3) Hebrews 7:19 (NKJV) - 19 for the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the
bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.

c. His sacrifice & position provides the remedy for our sins — 1 Jn 2:1,2; 1:7; 4:10; Ro. 3:25,
26; 1 Pet. 2:24; 3:18

(1) 1 John 2:1 (NKJV) - 1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin.
And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And
He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.

(2) 1 John 1:7 (NKJV) - 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

(3) 1 John 4:10 (NKJV) - 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

(4) Romans 3:25 (NKJV) - 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith,
to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins
that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that
He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

(5) 1 Peter 2:24 (NKJV) - 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we,
having died to sins, might live for righteousness— by whose stripes you were healed.

(6) 1 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) - 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that
He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,

d. We are to intercede for others — 1 Tim 2:1; James 5:16; 2 Cor. 5:18-21
(1) 1 Timothy 2:1 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers,

intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men,
(2) James 5:16 (NKJV) - 16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another,

that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.
(3) 2 Corinthians 5:18-21 (NKJV) - 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to

Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that

Page 15 of  17



God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them,
and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be
reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.

F. Thus ..... Because Christ IS ..... We are (summerize all the highlights of this section)

III. In Conclusion:
A. Are YOU in Christ? — Acts 2:38; 2 Cor 5:17; Gal. 3:26,27; Rom 6:3-17

1. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) - 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

2. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) - 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

3. Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) - 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For
as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

4. Romans 6:3-17 (NKJV) - 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man
was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer
be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ,
we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the
dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He
died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon
yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do
not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present
your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall
not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Shall we
sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to
whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether
of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that
though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you
were delivered.

B. Are YOU Striving To Be Like Him? — Heb 12:1,2; 2 Cor 3:18
1. Hebrews 12:1 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

2. 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV) - 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the
Spirit of the Lord.

C. Ephesians 4:17–23 (NKJV) - 17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no
longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their
understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in
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them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over
to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.
1. 20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught

by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man
which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your
mind,
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