
Why Me Lord? - Overcoming Life’s Problems - Job 14:1
Intro:

A. As we look around this nation - we can see so much grief at the suffering that is taking place with
the floods, the storms and the Tornado’s - it grieves all our hearts.
1. When news like that which brother Tom received a week and a half ago it is easy to ask this

question -
B. WHY Me Lord?

1.  - Job 14:1 — “Man who is born of woman ‘Is of few days and full of trouble.”’
C. Problems are Many and Varied in Nature:

1. Sin is the first and greatest problem.
2. Problems with self.
3. Family problems – (Marriage, Children, Parents)
4. Suffering (Sickness, Disease, Tragedy and Death)
5. Financial problems.
6. Church problems (Division, Indifference . . .)

D. There is a strong tendency to ask - WHY ME LORD WHEN PROBLEMS COME OUR WAY!
1.  Many Ask?

a. “What have I done to deserve this?”
b. “Why did God let this happen?”
c. “Why am I being punished?”

2. Seldom do we ask:
a. “Why not me?”
b. Why don’t we ask “Why me?” when receive good or are blessed.!

E. The Focus of this study this morning is:
1. Why - What is the REAL reason for the problems we face? 
2. Me - We all face problems!
3. Lord - Instead of blaming God - we should trust Him - He WILL help!

II. Answering the Part of the  Question “WHY” - The real reason for Problems Exisit
A. Consequences of sin in the Beginning - (Gen. 2:17; 3:1ff; 1 Cor. 15:22, 55-56).

1. Genesis 2:17 - 17 “but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

2. Genesis 3:1-6 - Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD

God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree
of the garden’?”2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the
garden;3 “but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall
not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ”4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will
not surely die.5 “For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.”6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit
and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

3. 1 Corinthians 15:22,55-56 - 22— “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made
alive.”
a. 55 “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” 56 The sting of death

is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.
B. Consequences of our own sin - (1 Pet. 4:15-16; Prov. 13:15; Gal. 6:7-9; Hosea 8:7)

1. 1 Peter 4:15-16 - 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a
busybody in other people’s matters.16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be
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ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.
2. Proverbs 13:15 - 15 Good understanding gains favor, But the way of the unfaithful is hard.
3. Galatians 6:7-9 - 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he

will also reap.8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows
to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.9 And let us not grow weary while doing good,
for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

4. Hosea 8:7 - 7 “They sow the wind, And reap the whirlwind. The stalk has no bud; It shall never
produce meal. If it should produce, Aliens would swallow it up.

C. Consequences of others’ sin - (Exo. 20:5-6, [3rd and 4th generation]; Matt. 5:32; Ezra 10:44).
1. Exodus 20:5-6 - 5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God,

am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth
generations of those who hate Me,6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and
keep My commandments.

2. Matthew 5:32 - 32 “But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual
immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced
commits adultery.

3. Ezra 10:44 - 44 All these had taken pagan wives, and some of them had wives by whom they had
children.

D. We suffer because of the:
1. Free will of man - If man can make choices, then he can make wrong choices . . . 

a. Choice means there are consequences – 
b. Some choices bring grief and suffering.

2. For Cause of Christ - (1 Pet. 4:16; Heb. 12:5ff; 2 Tim. 3:12).
a. 1 Peter 4:16 - 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him

glorify God in this matter.
b. Hebrews 12:5-8 - 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons:

“My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are
rebuked by Him;6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom
He receives.”7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is
there whom a father does not chasten?8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have
become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.

c. 2 Timothy 3:12 - 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution.

E. Violation of natural laws – (Gravity,  Fire; Water; . . .)
1. Natural phenomena - Earthquake, tornado, hurricane, lightening, and floods are all natural

occurrences.
a. Suffering to any and all who are there - Matthew 5:45

(1) Matthew 5:45 - 45 “that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

b. Wouldn’t know bad without there also being good.

III. Answering the part of the Question “Me” - We all face problems - both good and evil - 1 Pet. 4:15-
16; Rom 8:22 — “But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other
people’s matters.16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God
in this matter.”  22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until
now.
A. Job - Blameless and upright (Job. 1:8), Yet suffered:

1. Job 1:8 - 8 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is
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none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?”
2. Loss of property (Job 1:14, 16, 17).

a. Job 1:14,16-17 - 14 and a messenger came to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the
donkeys feeding beside them,16 While he was still speaking, another also came and said,
“The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants, and consumed
them; and I alone have escaped to tell you!”17 While he was still speaking, another also
came and said, “The Chaldeans formed three bands, raided the camels and took them away,
yes, and killed the servants with the edge of the sword; and I alone have escaped to tell you!”

3. Loss of servants (Job 1:15, 18).
a. Job 1:15,18 - 15 “when the Sabeans raided them and took them away—indeed they have

killed the servants with the edge of the sword; and I alone have escaped to tell you!”18 While
he was still speaking, another also came and said, “Your sons and daughters were eating and
drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house,

4. Loss of children (Job 1:18).
a. Vrs 18 While he was still speaking, another also came and said, “Your sons and daughters

were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house,
5. Loss of health (Job 2:1-10).

a. Job 2:1-10 - Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before
the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD.2 And the
LORD said to Satan, “From where do you come?” So Satan answered the LORD and said,
“From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.”3 Then the LORD

said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth,
a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to
his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause.”4 So Satan
answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life.5
“But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse
You to Your face!”6 And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his
life.” 7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and struck Job with painful boils
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.8 And he took for himself a potsherd with
which to scrape himself while he sat in the midst of the ashes. 9 Then his wife said to him,
“Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!”10 But he said to her, “You
speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall
we not accept adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

6. His Wife is no help (Job 2:9).
a. Job 2:9 - 9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God

and die!”
7. Friends turn on him (Job 3-42:6).

a. Job 42:6 - 6 Therefore I abhor myself, And repent in dust and ashes.”
B. David - Psa. 55:1-7

1. Psalm 55:1-7 - 1Give ear to my prayer, O God, And do not hide Yourself from my supplication.
2 Attend to me, and hear me; I am restless in my complaint, and moan noisily, 3 Because of the
voice of the enemy, Because of the oppression of the wicked;  For they bring down trouble upon
me,  And in wrath they hate me. 4 My heart is severely pained within me, And the terrors of
death have fallen upon me. 5 Fearfulness and trembling have come upon me, And horror has
overwhelmed me. 6 So I said, “Oh, that I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and be at rest.7
Indeed, I would wander far off,  And remain in the wilderness. Selah 

C. The Lord himself:
1. Rejected (John 1:11).
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a. John 1:11 - 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
2. Beaten (Matt. 26:67).

a. Matthew 26:67 - 67 Then they spat in His face and beat Him; and others struck Him with
the palms of their hands,

3. Ridiculed (Matt. 26:68; 27:31).
a. Matthew 26:68 - 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ! Who is the one who struck You?”
b. Matthew 27:31 - 31 And when they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put His

own clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified.
4. Betrayed (Luke 22:47-53).

a. Luke 22:47-53 - 47 And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and he who was
called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him.48 But
Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”49 When those
around Him saw what was going to happen, they said to Him, “Lord, shall we strike with the
sword?”50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear.51
But Jesus answered and said, “Permit even this.” And He touched his ear and healed him.52
Then Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and the elders who had come to
Him, “Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs?53 “When I was with
you daily in the temple, you did not try to seize Me. But this is your hour, and the power of
darkness.”

5. Crucified (Luke 23:26-49).
a. Luke 23:26-49 - 26 Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a

Cyrenian, who was coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might
bear it after Jesus.27 And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who
also mourned and lamented Him.28 But Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.29 “For indeed
the days are coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore,
and breasts which never nursed!’30 “Then they will begin ‘to say to the mountains, “Fall on
us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’31 “For if they do these things in the green wood, what
will be done in the dry?”32 There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to
death.33 And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and
the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left.34 Then Jesus said, “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they do.” And they divided His garments and cast
lots.35 And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, “He
saved others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.”36 The soldiers
also mocked Him, coming and offering Him sour wine,37 and saying, “If You are the King
of the Jews, save Yourself.”38 And an inscription also was written over Him in letters of
Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.39 Then one of the criminals
who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and us.”40
But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing you are
under the same condemnation?41 “And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward of
our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.”42 Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember
me when You come into Your kingdom.”43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you,
today you will be with Me in Paradise.” 44 Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.45 Then the sun was darkened, and the veil
of the temple was torn in two.46 And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said,
“Father, ‘into Your hands I commit My spirit.’ ” Having said this, He breathed His last.47
So when the centurion saw what had happened, he glorified God, saying, “Certainly this was
a righteous Man!”48 And the whole crowd who came together to that sight, seeing what had
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been done, beat their breasts and returned.49 But all His acquaintances, and the women who
followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 

D. Paul - Persecuted (2 Cor. 11:22-33).
1. 2 Corinthians 11:22-33 - 22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they

the seed of Abraham? So am I.23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more:
in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.24
From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one.25 Three times I was beaten with
rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the
deep;26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in
the sea, in perils among false brethren;27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—28 besides the other things, what comes
upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches.29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who
is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?30 If I must boast, I will boast in the
things which concern my infirmity.31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is
blessed forever, knows that I am not lying.32 In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king,
was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me;33 but I was let
down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands.

2. Thorn in the flesh (2 Cor. 12:7-10).
a. 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 - 7 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of

the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest
I be exalted above measure.8 Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that
it might depart from me.9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My
strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.10 Therefore I take pleasure in
infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when
I am weak, then I am strong.

E. All Christians:
1. Heb. 12:6 - scourges every son.

a. Hebrews 12:6 - 6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom
He receives.”

2. 2 Tim. 3:12 - all who live godly.
a. 2 Timothy 3:12 - 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer

persecution.
3. Rom. 8:16-18 - those who are children of God suffer with him.

a. Romans 8:16-18 - 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children
of God,17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we
suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 18 For I consider that the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in
us.

IV. Answering the Part of the Question - “Lord” - Don’t blame God we need to learn to put our
full trust in Him.

A. Why blame God?
1. Equate problems with punishment for sin. (John 9:1; Acts 28:4; Job 3:1ff ; Luke 13:1-5; Heb.

4:15; 1 Pet. 2:19ff )
a. John 9:1 - Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth.
b. Acts 28:4 - 4 So when the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, they said to one
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another, “No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he has escaped the sea, yet justice
does not allow to live.”

c. Luke 13:1-5 - There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2 And Jesus answered and said to them,
“Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because
they suffered such things?3 “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise
perish.4 “Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think
that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?5 “I tell you, no; but
unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”

d. Hebrews 4:15 - 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.

e. 1 Peter 2:19-22 - 19 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one
endures grief, suffering wrongfully.20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your
faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this
is commendable before God.21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 22 “Who committed no sin, Nor
was deceit found in His mouth”; 

2. Too high an opinion of self . . . If others suffer - that’s fine, but not me! WHY ME LORD?
B. God cares about our wellbeing! (1 Peter 5:7) - 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for

you.
1. He wants all to be saved (1 Tim. 2:9; 2 Pet. 3:9; John 3:16; Rom 2:4).

a. 1 Timothy 2:9 - 9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel,
with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing,

b. 2 Peter 3:9 - 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but
is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.

c. John 3:16 - 16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

d. Romans 2:4 - 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

2. He will ALWAYS provide what we need to persevere - (2 Cor 13:5; Heb 13:6)
a. 2 Corinthians 13:5 - 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test

yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are
disqualified.

b. Hebrews 13:6 - 6 So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can
man do to me?” 

V. In Conclusion:
A. The Fruit of Problems

1. Tries our faith – 
a. Can make us stronger or make us weaker -

2. Can purify us – or cause us to return to the defilement of the world -
3. Can soften our hearts – or harden them!

B. Will We Face & Overcome Our Problems – Or Will We Allow Them To Overcome Us?
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