
WHY I AM A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH/BODY OF CHRIST!
Intro:

A. A Crime has been committed and the description is as follows:
1. He is a male
2. Sort of cubby
3. He was wearing a white shirt and dark trousers
4. I think he had a tie on - if it was it was blue
5. He was white

a. Now how many men would fit into that description.
b. But, not all men fitting that description committed the crime.   How would you be able to tell for

certain!
c. You would look for more information and look at certain identification marks that would

distinguish the criminal from the rest of the field.
6. So Meet Albert:

a. He is 5 feet 1 inches tall.
b. He is wearing a white shirt with three green buttons .
c. He is bald.
d. He has a Blue tie tucked into his shirt - way to short.
e. But, he is wearing a name tag on his right - His name is Albert.

7. In Identifying why I am a member of the church of Christ - I want you to understand that there are
a lot of churches in the world today - some 3500 - all of which claim to have it right - but I am not
interested in a claim - I am only interested in the truth!

a. There is only one church in the N.T. and I want to be a part of it - nothing more nothing less.
b. Thus, there must be identification marks which makes it peculiar in nature from all the rest. 

B. I use this illustration as a beginning point in answering the question that is so often ask - Why Are You
A Member of the church/body of Christ?   I can tell you that in 5 quick marks of Identification the
answer should be very clear.

1. It Is Anti-Denominational -
2. The Standard It Uses –
3. The Message It Preaches –
4. The Worship Is Scriptural –
5. The Work Is Authorized -

C. Now it would help if we simply just started with a definition of what we are talking about:
1. “THE CHURCH OF CHRIST”

a. THE - Definite Article / Singularity as in Matt 16:18; Acts 2:47; Eph 4:4
(1) Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will

build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
(2) Acts 2:47 (NKJV) ---- 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added

to the church daily those who were being saved.
(3) Ephesians 4:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one

hope of your calling;
b. CHURCH - Ecclesia  / Called Out as in Matt 16:18; Acts 19:32; Rom 16:16

(1) Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

(2) Acts 19:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 Some therefore cried one thing and some another, for the assembly
was confused, and most of them did not know why they had come together.

(3) Romans 16:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet
you.
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c. Of - Possessive / Belonging To as in Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 1:1
(1) Romans 16:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet

you.
(2) 1 Corinthians 1:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will

of God, and Sosthenes our brother,
d. CHRIST - Messiah / Savior / Lord / Jesus as in 1 Cor 3:23; Gal 5:24

(1) 1 Corinthians 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 And you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.
(2) Galatians 5:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its

passions and desires.
D. So when I speak of the church of Christ - I am not speaking of a man made denomination.   It’s origin

is in the Word of God.

II. To further understand - we must understand that church is only used in two senses:
A. Church in the Universal Sense - this includes “ALL Christians Everywhere”

1. This is what Christ meant when He said -  “I will build MY CHURCH” Matt. 16:18
a. And what the Apostle Paul meant when he wrote - “there is ONE BODY” Eph. 4:4 and “He is

also head of the BODY, the CHURCH” Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23
(1) Colossians 1:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
(2) Ephesians 1:22-23 (NKJV) ---- 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be

head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
2. To further understand we see various Descriptions of “The Church” In The Universal Sense:

a. “the church” - Acts 8:3 ---- “3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and
dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.” — Jesus is the one who calls -
Relationship is the called out

b. “the church of God” - Acts 20:28 - 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood.  - Jesus paid the price - Relationship Purchased of God

c. “the body of Christ” - 1 Cor 12:27 -27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 
- Headship - Relationship - Members

d. “the kingdom of God” - Rom 14:17 - 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  - Kingship - Citizens

e. “the family of God” - 1 Tim 3:15 -15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you
ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth. - Son - we are Children

f. “the temple of God” - 1 Cor 3:16 -16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that
the Spirit of God dwells in you? - High Priest - We are to Serve and Worship

g. “the church of the firstborn” - Hebrews 12:23 - 23 to the general assembly and church of the
firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made
perfect, -Heir - we are fellow heirs

h. What is important to note about the UNIVERSAL church is that you can not join this body - The
Lord ADDS you when you are obedient to His Call in His Way - Acts 2:47 (NKJV) 47 praising
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were
being saved.

1

(1) The Question is have you been added by the Lord to His Body?

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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B. Secondly the term Church is used in a Local Sense.  These are Christians in a Specific Area
1. Who agree to join together in fellowship (Acts 9:26). 26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he

tried to join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple. -
NOTE: that he was added to the UNIVERSAL BODY in Acts 9 - but here he tries to JOIN the
disciples.

a. Who worship in a common assembly – (1 Cor. 11:18) 18 For first of all, when you come together
as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it.

b. Who work out of a common treasury – (1 Cor.16:1-3) 1 Now concerning the collection for the
saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of
the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no
collections when I come. 3 And when I come, whomever you approve by your letters I will send
to bear your gift to Jerusalem.

c. Who submit to a common oversight - of men qualified to be elders and deacons – (Acts 14:23;
20:28) 

(1) Acts 14:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.

(2) Acts 20:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with
His own blood.

2. We see this throughout the New Testament
a. “the church of God which is at Corinth” (1 Cor. 1:2) (NKJV) - 2 To the church of God which is

at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every
place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

b. “the church of the Thessalonians in God” (1 Thess. 1:1). 1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the
church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

c. “the churches of Galatia”  (1 Cor. 16:1).1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have
given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also:

d. “the churches of the saints”  (1 Cor. 14:33). 33 For God is not the author of confusion but of
peace, as in all the churches of the saints.

e. “the churches of Christ” (Rom. 16:16). 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of
Christ greet you.

f. “the churches”  (Acts 8:3; 15:41, etc., etc.).
(1) Acts 8:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and

dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.
(2) Acts 15:41 (NKJV) ---- 41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.

g. NOTICE THE PLURALITY of the CHURCHES in the local sense but the SINGULARITY
of CHURCH in the UNIVERSAL SENSE.

C. Simply put when I am asked Why I am a member of the church of Christ - it is because I belong to the
body (universal) and am a part of the Winterpark (local) church.

D. This is the only way “Church” is used in the New Testament of the Body of Christ - a denomination
does not fit either description.

1. A denomination is too small to be the UNIVERSAL church (comprising of all the Saved)
2. And too large to be the local (individuals banded together in an area)

E. So the first main reason I am a member of the church of Christ is because it meets the identification
of the NT church of being ANTI-DENOMINATIONAL
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III. It Is Anti-Denominational
A. The Church Is The Saved – Acts 2:47; Ephe 5:23

1. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) ---- 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added
to the church daily those who were being saved.

2. Ephesians 5:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the
church; and He is the Savior of the body.

B. Jesus Prayed For Unity – John 17:20-23
1. John 17:20-23 (NKJV) ---- 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in

Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they
also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You
gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me;
that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have
loved them as You have loved Me.

C. Paul Pleaded For Unity – 1 Cor. 1:10
1. 1 Corinthians 1:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

D. The church of Christ Submits To Christ – Ephe 5:23,24; 4:1-6; 1 Cor 4:17
1. Ephesians 5:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the

church; and He is the Savior of the body.
2. Ephesians 5:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives

be to their own husbands in everything.
3. Ephesians 4:1-6 (NKJV) ---- 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy

of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

4. 1 Corinthians 4:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved
and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in
every church.

5. Now look at this simple explanation:
a. A Corn stalk - gives forth Corn and corn produces more corn
b. An Apple Tree Gives forth Apples and apple seeds produce apple trees
c. And An Acorn Tree gives forth Acorns (Principle set forth in Creation - Genesis 1:11 (NKJV) 11

Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that
yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it was so.

6. In the same sense and based upon the same principle: Why are their so many churches today?
a. The Mennonite Confession of faith - makes Mennonites
b. The Methodist Disciple book - makes Methodists
c. And the Nazarene Manual - makes Nazarene’s
d. BUT - the BIBLE ONLY MAKES CHRISTIANS!

E. So next we see what makes denominations is the standard that is used.

IV. The church of Christ Standard is different from others.
A. Human Denominations Do Not Use “JUST” The Bible – (Confessions, Disciplines, Rules of Faith,

Party Statements, etc.)
B. The Lord’s Church Uses ONLY The Bible As Its Guide In Faith, Teaching, Work, Worship &

Organization. (2 Tim 3:16,17; 1 Pet 4:16; Col 3:17)
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1. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,

a. 2 Timothy 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

b. 1 Peter 4:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let
him glorify God in this matter.

c. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

2. No Head but Christ
3. No organization larger than the local congregation
4. No faith except that which is found in the N.T.

C. Which brings us to the next point - and that is the message that it preaches!

V. Since the Bible is the ONLY BOOK USED - the Message it Preaches comes from it Alone
A. What A Person Must Do In Order To Be Saved In The Words of Inspired Men – (1 Peter 4:11) 1 If

anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability
which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1. The Alien Sinner - (John 8:24; Romans 10:9,10; Luke 13:3,5; Acts 17:30; Mark 16:15,16; Acts
2:38; 10:47; 22:16; Ro 6:3-6; 1 Pet 3:21)

a. BELIEF
(1) John 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not

believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
(2) Romans 10:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in

your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
(3) Romans 10:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the

mouth confession is made unto salvation.
b. REPENT

(1) Luke 13:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
(2) Luke 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”
(3) Acts 17:30 (NKJV) ---- 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands

all men everywhere to repent,
c. CONFESS

(1) Romans 10:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in
your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

(2) Romans 10:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.

d. BE BAPTIZED
(1) Mark 16:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel

to every creature. - 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned.

(2) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

(3) Acts 10:47 (NKJV) ---- 47 “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”

(4) Acts 22:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’
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(5) Romans 6:3-6 (NKJV) ---- 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His
death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old
man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no
longer be slaves of sin.

(6) 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,

2. The Christian – (Col. 1:23; Rev 2:10; Acts 8:18-24; 1 John 1:9)
a. BE GROUNDED IN THE FAITH - Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 if indeed you continue in the

faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you
heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

b. Be FAITHFUL - Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are
about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested,
and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

c. UNDERSTAND WE CAN FALL - Acts 8:18-24 (NKJV) ---- 18 And when Simon saw that
through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 19
saying, “Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”
20 But Peter said to him, “Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God
could be purchased with money! 21 You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart
is not right in the sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if
perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are poisoned by
bitterness and bound by iniquity.” 24 Then Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me,
that none of the things which you have spoken may come upon me.”

d. CONFESS OUR SINS AND PRAY - 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

B. The Need To Live In Love & Purity – (Mark 12:29-31; Col. 3:1-14; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Ephe 5:1-18;
1 Pet 1:13-18)

1. Mark 12:29-31 (NKJV) ---- 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear,
O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first
commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There
is no other commandment greater than these.”

2. Colossians 3:1-14 (NKJV) ---- 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who
is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your
members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you
yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your
mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have
put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,
11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave
nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving
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one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must
do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection.

3. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (NKJV) ---- 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For
what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?
15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God
has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My
people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch
what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and
daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

4. Ephesians 5:1-18 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love,
as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling aroma. 3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named
among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which
are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person,
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let
no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the
sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness,
righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak
of those things which are done by them in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made
manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. 14 Therefore He says: “Awake, you who
sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you light.” 15 See then that you walk circumspectly,
not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be
unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

5. 1 Peter 1:13-18 (NKJV) ---- 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your
hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient
children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am
holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each one’s work,
conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 18 knowing that you were not
redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition
from your fathers,

C. The Need For Positive Divine Authority For Everything Believed, Taught & Practiced - (Mat 21:25;
1 Pet 4:11; Col. 3:17)

1. Matthew 21:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 The baptism of John—where was it from? From heaven or from
men?” And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us,
‘Why then did you not believe him?’

2. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

3. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

D. The Plea For Unity Upon What The Bible Says – (1 Cor 1:10; John 17:20-22; Ephe 4:1-6)
1. 1 Corinthians 1:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
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Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

2. John 17:20-22 (NKJV) ---- 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in
Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they
also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You
gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:

3. Ephesians 4:1-6 (NKJV) ---- 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy
of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

E. Thus in every place that the church of Christ meets around the world one thing can be assured that if
they are alone following the Word of God - their worship will be the same

VI. The Worship Is Scriptural
A. The New Testament Reveals Five Acts of Worship

1. Studying God’s Word - (Acts 20:7; Col 4:16)
a. Acts 20:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to

break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until
midnight.

b. Colossians 4:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also
in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.

2. Singing – (Eph 5:19; Col. 3:16)
a. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
b. Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching

and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.

3. Praying – (Acts 4:23-31; Eph 6:18)
a. Acts 4:23-31 (NKJV) ---- 23 And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported

all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 So when they heard that, they raised their
voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the
sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: ‘Why did the
nations rage, And the people plot vain things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand, And the
rulers were gathered together Against the Lord and against His Christ.’ 27 “For truly against Your
holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the
people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose
determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that
with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs
and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had
prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

b. Ephesians 6:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being
watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

4. Giving – (1 Cor 16:1,2)
a. 1 Corinthians 16:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given

orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also:
b. 1 Corinthians 16:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something
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aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.
c. NOTE: NOT TITHING

5. Observing The Lord’s Supper– (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 11:23-26)
a. Acts 20:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to

break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until
midnight.

b. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (NKJV) ---- 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered
to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you;
do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till
He comes.

B. And the Work that the church does is Authorized
1. The N.T. reveals three works of the church

a. Evangelism  (Acts 13:1-3) (NKJV) ---- 1 Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who
had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted,
the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them.” 3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.

b. Edification (Eph 4:11-16) (NKJV) ---- 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for
the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15
but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16
from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to
the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying
of itself in love.

c. Benevolence (Rom 15:25-26)(NKJV) ---- 25 But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the
saints. 26 For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the
poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.

1

VII. In Conclusion:
A. So Why Am I A Member of the church of Christ - It meets the marks of the New Testament church

1. It Is Anti-Denominational -
2. The Standard It Uses –
3. The Message It Preaches –
4. The Worship Is Scriptural –
5. The Work Is Authorized -

B. How about the church that you are a part of - does it pass the test of God’s revealed Word.
C. Nothing suffers from investigation - except error and that why I invite you to examine the church that

belongs to Jesus Christ.

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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