
What is Sin? ---- What it is and is not! - Part Two
Introduction:

A. Is SIN something that is unavoidable?
1. Is SIN something vague & unknowable – 
2. Is our understanding of sin causing: 

a. Undue fear, 
b. A lack of concern regarding our sins, 
c. Or confidence? Be it over or under!

B. WE SIN BY:
1. Commission:

a. Doing what God Forbids - (Gen 2:17,18; 3:6,17; 1 Cor 6:9-11).
(1) Genesis 2:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,

for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
(a) Genesis 2:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be alone;

I will make him a helper comparable to him.”
(2) Genesis 3:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was

pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also
gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

(3) Genesis 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of
your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat
of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life.

(4) 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NKJV) ---- 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the
Spirit of our God.

b. Adding to God’s Word - (Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:19; 2 Sam. 6:3; Num. 4:1-15; Mat. 15:5,6).
(1) Deuteronomy 4:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take

from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.
(2) Revelation 22:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this

prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.

(3) 2 Samuel 6:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 So they set the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the
house of Abinadab, which was on the hill; and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, drove the
new cart.

(4) Numbers 4:1-15 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: 2 “Take a
census of the sons of Kohath from among the children of Levi, by their families, by their fathers’
house, 3 from thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, all who enter the service to do
the work in the tabernacle of meeting. 4 “This is the service of the sons of Kohath in the
tabernacle of meeting, relating to the most holy things: 5 When the camp prepares to journey,
Aaron and his sons shall come, and they shall take down the covering veil and cover the ark of
the Testimony with it. 6 Then they shall put on it a covering of badger skins, and spread over that
a cloth entirely of blue; and they shall insert its poles. 7 “On the table of showbread they shall
spread a blue cloth, and put on it the dishes, the pans, the bowls, and the pitchers for pouring;
and the showbread shall be on it. 8 They shall spread over them a scarlet cloth, and cover the
same with a covering of badger skins; and they shall insert its poles. 9 And they shall take a blue
cloth and cover the lampstand of the light, with its lamps, its wick-trimmers, its trays, and all its
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oil vessels, with which they service it. 10 Then they shall put it with all its utensils in a covering
of badger skins, and put it on a carrying beam. 11 “Over the golden altar they shall spread a blue
cloth, and cover it with a covering of badger skins; and they shall insert its poles. 12 Then they
shall take all the utensils of service with which they minister in the sanctuary, put them in a blue
cloth, cover them with a covering of badger skins, and put them on a carrying beam. 13 Also they
shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth over it. 14 They shall put on
it all its implements with which they minister there—the firepans, the forks, the shovels, the
basins, and all the utensils of the altar—and they shall spread on it a covering of badger skins,
and insert its poles. 15 And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and
all the furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp is set to go, then the sons of Kohath shall
come to carry them; but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. “These are the things
in the tabernacle of meeting which the sons of Kohath are to carry.

(5) Matthew 15:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever
profit you might have received from me is a gift to God”—

(a) Matthew 15:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 then he need not honor his father or mother.’ Thus you have
made the commandment of God of no effect by your tradition.

c. Making substitutions - (Gen. 4:4; Lev. 10; Heb 8:5).
(1) Genesis 4:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And

the Lord respected Abel and his offering,
(2) Hebrews 8:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses

was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you
make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”

2. Omission:
a. Not doing what God Commands - (1 Sam. 15; 1 Chro. 15:13).

(1) 1 Samuel 15 (NKJV) ---- 1 Samuel also said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you king over
His people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the Lord. 2 Thus says the
Lord of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek ......  18 Now the Lord sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go,
and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.’
19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop down on the spoil, and
do evil in the sight of the Lord?” 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the voice of
the Lord, and gone on the mission on which the Lord sent me, and brought back Agag king of
Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep
and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord
your God in Gilgal.” 22 So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to
heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you
from being king.” 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the
commandment of the Lord and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.
25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin, and return with me, that I may worship the Lord.” 26
But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you, for you have rejected the word of the Lord,
and the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel.” ...... 31 So Samuel turned back after
Saul, and Saul worshiped the Lord. 32 Then Samuel said, “Bring Agag king of the Amalekites
here to me.” So Agag came to him cautiously. And Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is
past.” 33 But Samuel said, “As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be
childless among women.” And Samuel hacked Agag in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 34 Then
Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house at Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel went
no more to see Saul until the day of his death. Nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul, and the

Page 2 of  9



Lord regretted that He had made Saul king over Israel.
(2) 1 Chronicles 15:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 For because you did not do it the first time, the Lord our God

broke out against us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order.”
b. Subtracting from God’s Word - (Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:19; Mat. 23:1-3).

(1) Deuteronomy 4:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take
from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.

(2) Revelation 22:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.

(3) Matthew 23:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, 2
saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 Therefore whatever they tell you to
observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do.

c. Knowing to do good and not doing it – (Jam. 4:17) (NKJV) ---- 17 Therefore, to him who knows
to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.

II. WHY DOES MAN SIN? (FHB?????)
1. Not Because ....

a. Of Inherited depravity
b. Sinful Nature
c. Lack of Ability
d. Unable to bear
e. Cannot understand
f. Sin when we are not tempted
g. Predestination
h. To Fulfill Scripture

2. BUT Rather We Sin:
a. Because men do not fear the consequences of sin – (Prov 1:7; 16:6;    Jer 2:18; Rom 3:18)

(1) Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools
despise wisdom and instruction.

(2) Proverbs 16:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 In mercy and truth Atonement is provided for iniquity; And by the
fear of the Lord one departs from evil.

(3) Jeremiah 2:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 And now why take the road to Egypt, To drink the waters of
Sihor? Or why take the road to Assyria, To drink the waters of the River?

(4) Romans 3:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
b. Because it is often easier to sin than to do that which is right – (Mat 7:13,14) (NKJV) ---- 13

“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and
there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads
to life, and there are few who find it.

c. Because of habit – (2 Pet 2:14) (NKJV) ---- 14 having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease
from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed
children.

d. Because of the momentary pleasure which that sin brings them – (Heb 11:25; Jas 5:5)
(1) Hebrews 11:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than

to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,
(2) James 5:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened

your hearts as in a day of slaughter.
e. Because of its deceptiveness – (Heb 3:13) (NKJV) ---- 13 but exhort one another daily, while it

is called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
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f. Wants to (Jas.  1: 14,15)(NKJV) ---- 14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his
own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when
it is full-grown, brings forth death.

g. Not watchful (Mat. 26:41, Gal.  6:1).
(1) Matthew 26:41 (NKJV) ---- 41 Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed

is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
(2) Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are

spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be
tempted.

h. Lacks self-control (I Cor.  9:27)(NKJV) ---- 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into
subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

i. To fit in with the crowd, (Prov. 1:10; 1 Cor. 15:33; 1 Tim.  5:22).
(1) Proverbs 1:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 My son, if sinners entice you, Do not consent.
(2) 1 Corinthians 15:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”
(3) 1 Timothy 5:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other people’s

sins; keep yourself pure.
j. Does not think or control his thoughts (Prov. 22:3; 15:26, 23:7, Phil  4:8).

(1) Proverbs 22:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 A prudent man foresees evil and hides himself, But the simple pass
on and are punished.

(2) Proverbs 15:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord, But
the words of the pure are pleasant.

(3) Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and drink!” he says to
you, But his heart is not with you.

(4) Philippians 4:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate
on these things.

k. Doesn’t resist the devil (Jas.  4:7) (NKJV) ---- 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he
will flee from you.

l. Selfishness (cp.  Lk. 15:12; 18:22,23).
(1) Luke 15:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the

portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood.
(2) Luke 18:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack

one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow Me.”

(a) Luke 18:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very
rich.

m. Doesn’t have the word hidden in his heart – (Ps. 119:11)(NKJV) ---- 11 Your word I have hidden
in my heart, That I might not sin against You.

III. What Are Sins of Ignorance?
A. Old Testament Law Governing Ignorance 

1. Leviticus 4:2,3; 13,14; 22,23, 27,28; 5:2-6, 15-18, 17-19; Hos. 4:6,14
a. Leviticus 4:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 “Speak to the children of Israel, saying: ‘If a person sins

unintentionally against any of the commandments of the Lord in anything which ought not to be
done, and does any of them,

(1) Leviticus 4:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 if the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, then let him
offer to the Lord for his sin which he has sinned a young bull without blemish as a sin offering.
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b. Leviticus 4:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 ‘Now if the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally, and
the thing is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done something against any of the
commandments of the Lord in anything which should not be done, and are guilty;

(1) Leviticus 4:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 when the sin which they have committed becomes known, then
the assembly shall offer a young bull for the sin, and bring it before the tabernacle of meeting.

c. Leviticus 4:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 ‘When a ruler has sinned, and done something unintentionally
against any of the commandments of the Lord his God in anything which should not be done, and
is guilty,

(1) Leviticus 4:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 or if his sin which he has committed comes to his knowledge, he
shall bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a male without blemish.

d. Leviticus 4:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 ‘If anyone of the common people sins unintentionally by doing
something against any of the commandments of the Lord in anything which ought not to be done,
and is guilty,

(1) Leviticus 4:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 or if his sin which he has committed comes to his knowledge,
then he shall bring as his offering a kid of the goats, a female without blemish, for his sin which
he has committed.

e. Leviticus 5:2-6 (NKJV) ---- 2 ‘Or if a person touches any unclean thing, whether it is the carcass
of an unclean beast, or the carcass of unclean livestock, or the carcass of unclean creeping things,
and he is unaware of it, he also shall be unclean and guilty. 3 Or if he touches human
uncleanness—whatever uncleanness with which a man may be defiled, and he is unaware of
it—when he realizes it, then he shall be guilty. 4 ‘Or if a person swears, speaking thoughtlessly
with his lips to do evil or to do good, whatever it is that a man may pronounce by an oath, and he
is unaware of it—when he realizes it, then he shall be guilty in any of these matters. 5 ‘And it shall
be, when he is guilty in any of these matters, that he shall confess that he has sinned in that thing;
6 and he shall bring his trespass offering to the Lord for his sin which he has committed, a female
from the flock, a lamb or a kid of the goats as a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement
for him concerning his sin.

f. Leviticus 5:15-18 (NKJV) ---- 15 “If a person commits a trespass, and sins unintentionally in
regard to the holy things of the Lord, then he shall bring to the Lord as his trespass offering a ram
without blemish from the flocks, with your valuation in shekels of silver according to the shekel
of the sanctuary, as a trespass offering. 16 And he shall make restitution for the harm that he has
done in regard to the holy thing, and shall add one-fifth to it and give it to the priest. So the priest
shall make atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him.
17 “If a person sins, and commits any of these things which are forbidden to be done by the
commandments of the Lord, though he does not know it, yet he is guilty and shall bear his iniquity.
18 And he shall bring to the priest a ram without blemish from the flock, with your valuation, as
a trespass offering. So the priest shall make atonement for him regarding his ignorance in which
he erred and did not know it, and it shall be forgiven him.

g. Leviticus 5:17-19 (NKJV)
h. Hosea 4:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have

rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten
the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

i. Hosea 4:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 “I will not punish your daughters when they commit harlotry, Nor your
brides when they commit adultery; For the men themselves go apart with harlots, And offer
sacrifices with a ritual harlot. Therefore people who do not understand will be trampled.

B. Willful Ignorance: condemned
1. Hos. 4:6; 2Pet. 3:3-7; Eph. 4:18; 1Cor. 6:3,4; Rom. 1:19-22

a. Hosea 4:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have
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rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten
the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

b. 2 Peter 3:3-7 (NKJV) ---- 3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking
according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For this they
willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of
water and in the water, 6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.
7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire
until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

c. Ephesians 4:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life
of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart;

d. 1 Corinthians 6:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more,
things that pertain to this life?

e. 1 Corinthians 6:4 (NKJV) 4 If then you have judgments concerning things pertaining to this life,
do you appoint those who are least esteemed by the church to judge?

f. Romans 1:19-22 (NKJV) ---- 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God
has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that
they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God,
nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22
Professing to be wise, they became fools,

C. Former Ignorance: condemned
1. Eph. 4:22; 1Pet. 1:14 

a. Ephesians 4:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man
which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts,

b. 1 Peter 1:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts,
as in your ignorance;

D. Unintentional Ignorance: condemned 
1. 1Tim. 1:13-15; Acts 3:17,19; 8:18-22

a. 1 Timothy 1:13-15 (NKJV) ---- 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an
insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our
Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful
saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of
whom I am chief.

b. Acts 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 “Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your
rulers.

c. Acts 3:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out,
so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,

d. Acts 8:18-22 (NKJV) ---- 18 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’
hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, that
anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “Your money
perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased with money! 21 You
have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right in the sight of God. 22
Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may
be forgiven you.

E. Is There Hope For Unintentional Ignorance? 
1. 1Tim. 1:13-16; 2:3-6 

a. 1 Timothy 1:13-16 (NKJV) ---- 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an
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insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14 And the grace of our
Lord was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 15 This is a faithful
saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of
whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might
show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.

b. 1 Timothy 2:3-6 (NKJV) ---- 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4
who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God
and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for
all, to be testified in due time,

F. Can One Avoid Sinning In Ignorance? 
1. Gen 20:6; Ps. 119:11; 1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Pet 3:17,18

a. Genesis 20:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 And God said to him in a dream, “Yes, I know that you did this in the
integrity of your heart. For I also withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not let you
touch her.

b. Psalm 119:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against
You.

c. 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common
to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but
with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

d. 2 Peter 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest
you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;

(1) 2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

IV. SIN IS NOT!
A. Not knowing everything . . .

1. Trying & failing at a task . . . 
2. Simply making a mistake . . . 
3. Simply feeling depressed . . .
4. Simply feeling discouraged . . . 
5. Simply feeling weak . . . 
6. Simply feeling guilty . . .
7. Enjoying life . . .

B. The Consequences of losing our battle with Sin!
1. Temporal - (Proverbs 13:15) (NKJV) ---- 15 Good understanding gains favor, But the way of the

unfaithful is hard.
2. Spiritual - (Gen 3; Is. 59:1,2; Rom 3:23; 1 Tim 5:6; Heb 3:13; 2 Thes 2:9-12; Heb 6:4-8).

a. Isaiah 59:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His
ear heavy, That it cannot hear.

(1) Isaiah 59:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins
have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

b. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
c. 1 Timothy 5:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 But she who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives.
d. Hebrews 3:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any of

you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
e. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 (NKJV) ---- 9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working

of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among
those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11
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And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12 that
they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

f. Hebrews 6:4-8 (NKJV) ---- 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good
word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them again to
repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.
7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those
by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; 8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is
rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.

3. Eternal - (Rom 6:23; Rev 21:8; 1 Cor. 6:9-11).
a. Romans 6:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in

Christ Jesus our Lord.
b. Revelation 21:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually

immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.”

c. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NKJV) ---- 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the
Spirit of our God.

C. The Remedy for Sin is Not:
1. Sinless perfection - Rom 3:23; Gal 3:10-12

a. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
b. Galatians 3:10-12 (NKJV) ---- 10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse;

for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the
book of the law, to do them.” 11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is
evident, for “the just shall live by faith.” 12 Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man who does
them shall live by them.”

2. Works of the law - Gal 5:1-6 (NKJV) ---- 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has
made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 2 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that
if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. 3 And I testify again to every man who
becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law. 4 You have become estranged from
Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace. 5 For we through the
Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision
nor uncircumcision avails anything, but faith working through love.

3. Meritorious Works - Matt 6:2,5,16; Eph 2:8-9
a. Matthew 6:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet

before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from
men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

b. Matthew 6:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by
men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

c. Matthew 6:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad
countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly,
I say to you, they have their reward.

d. Ephesians 2:8-9 (NKJV) ---- 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
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4. Morality - Acts 10:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound
at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth.

5. Honesty and Sincerity - Acts 9:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus
named Ananias; and to him the Lord said in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”

D. The Remedy for Sin IS:
1. The Blood of Jesus Christ

a. Matthew 26:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many
for the remission of sins.

b. 1 John 1:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

c. Rev 1:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and
the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own
blood,

d. 1 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,

V. Conclusion:
A. God Demands His People To:

1. To live holy lives – 1 Peter 1:13-16
2. To cease living in sin – Rom. 6:1,2;
3. Awake to righteousness, and do not sin – 1 Cor. 15:34
4. Deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, . . .  live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, -

Titus 2:11-13
5. If we sin – repent, confess & pray!!
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