
What is Sin? ---- What it is and is not! - Part One
Introduction:

A. Is SIN something that is unavoidable?
1. Is SIN something vague & unknowable – 
2. Is our understanding of sin causing: 

a. Undue fear, 
b. A lack of concern regarding our sins, 
c. Or confidence? Be it over or under!

B. What is Sin?
1. To do that which is forbidden – OR to NOT do that which is commanded!

a. 1 Cor 6:9-11 (NKJV) ---- 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit
the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were
sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

b. Gal 5:19-21 (NKJV) ---- 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts
of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

c. 1 John 2:3-5 (NKJV) ---- 3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments. 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in
him. By this we know that we are in Him.

d. Transgression Of Law – 1 John 3:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 Whoever commits sin also commits
lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.

2. Doing that which you believe to be wrong.
a. Even though it may not be sinful – if you believe that it is, and do it anyway – you have sinned.

3. If Not Of Faith – Rom 14:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because
he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.

4. All Unrighteousness – 1 John 5:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not
leading to death.

a. Thayer Definition:  "dikia - Adikia
b. 1) injustice, of a judge
c. 2) unrighteousness of heart and life
d. 3) a deed violating law and justice, act of unrighteousness.
e. Part of Speech: noun and is feminine - a related word from G 94

(1) 2 Tim 3:16-17; Heb 5:14
(a) 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

(b) Hebrews 5:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is,
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

5. Omitting Known Duty – James 4:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and
does not do it, to him it is sin.
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a. Requires a certain degree of knowledge & understanding - Luke 10:29-37 (NKJV) ---- 29 But he,
wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Then Jesus answered and
said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped
him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a
certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32
Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side.
33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had
compassion. 34 So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set
him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 On the next day, when he
departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him;
and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ 36 So which of these three
do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” 37 And he said, “He who showed
mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

b. Opportunity + Ability = Responsibility
C. Missing the mark – Rom 3:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

1. Thayer Definition: G264 - á%ìáñôá ìíù - hamartanoð
a. 1) to be without a share in
b. 2) to miss the mark
c. 3) to err, be mistaken
d. 4) to miss or wander from the path of uprightness and honour, to do or go wrong
e. 5) to wander from the law of God, violate God’s law, sin

II. WHAT SIN IS!
A. The first sin is a case study of all sin - Genesis 3:1-6; 1 John 2:15,16

1. Genesis 3:1-6 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which
the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of
every tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees
of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You
shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and
ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

a. 1 John 2:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.

(1) 1 John 2:16 (NKJV) ----- 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.

2. Jesus was tempted through the same avenues - Mat 4:1-11; Heb. 4:15
a. Matthew 4:1-11 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be

tempted by the devil. 2 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was
hungry. 3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that
these stones become bread.” 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil took Him
up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son
of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and,
In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to
him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took Him
up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their
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glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship
me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the
Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” 11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels
came and ministered to Him.

b. Hebrews 4:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.

3. Sin comes about when desire is enticed and will yields - James 1:13-16; 1 Cor 9:27
a. James 1:13-16 (NKJV) ---- 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for

God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted
when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it
gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my
beloved brethren.

b. 1 Corinthians 9:27 (NKJV) ---- 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest,
when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

III. Conclusion:
A. God Demands His People To:

1. To live holy lives – 1 Peter 1:13-16
2. To cease living in sin – Rom. 6:1,2;
3. Awake to righteousness, and do not sin – 1 Cor. 15:34
4. Deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, . . .  live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, -

Titus 2:11-13
5. If we sin – repent, confess & pray!!
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