
Voice of the People
- Standing Up for what is Right even when it is Unpopular -

Intro:
A. “The voice of the people have been heard and those who have left can now return to their homes...” -

from a statement concerning the New Definition of Marriage by the Presbyterian church. 
B. 1 Samuel 8:1-20 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he made his sons

judges over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his second, Abijah; they were
judges in Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways; they turned aside after dishonest gain,
took bribes, and perverted justice. 4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel
at Ramah, 5 and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make
us a king to judge us like all the nations." 

1. 1 Samuel 8:6-8 (NKJV)  ---- 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, "Give us a king to
judge us." So Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, "Heed the voice of
the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that
I should not reign over them. 8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that
I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day--with which they have forsaken Me and served other
gods--so they are doing to you also.

2.  1 Samuel 8:18-20 (NKJV) ---- Now therefore, heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly
forewarn them, and show them the behavior of the king who will reign over them." . . .19
Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, "No, but we will have
a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out
before us and fight our battles." 

C. Standing for what is right even when it is unpopular
1. Being in the majority does not make one right - (Gen 6:12; Exo. 23:2; Mat 7:13,14; 1 John 5:19)

a. Genesis 6:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh
had corrupted their way on the earth.

b. Exodus 23:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a
dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.

c. Matthew 7:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way
that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.

d. Matthew 7:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to
life, and there are few who find it.

e. 1 John 5:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway
of the wicked one.

2. When we take a stand for truth, we will often find ourselves in the ridiculed minority - (1 Pet 4:3)
a. 1 Peter 4:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the

Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and
abominable idolatries.

3. The majority can be manipulated by a vocal minority to do what is wrong! - (1 Cor. 5:6)
a. 1 Corinthians 5:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven

leavens the whole lump?
b. Alexander Hamilton stated -  “The voice of the people has been said to be the voice of God; and

however generally this maxim has been quoted and believed, it is not true to fact. The people are
turbulent and changing, they seldom judge or determine right.”

4. God’s ways & man’s ways often conflict- (Isaiah 55:8,9; 1 Cor 1:25).
a. Isaiah 55:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,”

says the Lord.
b. Isaiah 55:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher
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than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.
c. 1 Corinthians 1:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the

weakness of God is stronger than men.
5. Not in man to direct our own steps- (Jer 10:23; cf. Psalm 25:4-5; Mat. 7:13,14).

a. Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 O Lord, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man
who walks to direct his own steps.

b. Matthew 7:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way
that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.

c. Matthew 7:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to
life, and there are few who find it.

6. The way which seems right to a man may lead to death (Prov 16:25, cf. 12:15; Exo. 23:2).
a. Proverbs 16:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way

of death.
b. Exodus 23:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a

dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.
7. Christ is the head of the church, not people, —(Mat 28:l8; Eph 1:22-23; 1 Tim 6:l5).

a. Matthew 28:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

b. Ephesians 1:21-23 (NKJV) ---- 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He
put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is
His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

c. 1 Timothy 6:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed
and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords,

(1) Wrong is always wrong even tho everyone is doing it.  And Right is always Right even if no one
is doing it.

D. Let us note in our lesson some examples where the VOICE of the people were heeded instead of the
voice of God.

II. Make Us God’s that they shall go before us. ----  Exodus 32:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now when the people
saw that Moses delayed coming down from the mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and
said to him, "Come, make us gods that shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought
us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him." 

A. Worshipping & serving the creature rather than the Creator - Rom 1:21-32 (NKJV) ---- 21 because,
although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their
thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and
changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and
four-footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the
lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God
for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.
Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the
natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman,
burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in
themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting;
29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness;
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God,
violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning,
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untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God,
that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of
those who practice them.

1. The root of the gross immorality that exist in our culture.
2. We live in a culture given over to entertainment & recreation!
3. We are to flee idolatry and put God first - 1 Cor 10:14; Mark 12:29-31; Matt. 4:10

a. 1 Corinthians 10:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.
b. Mark 12:29-31 (NKJV) ---- 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear,

O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first
commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.”

c. Matthew 4:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written,
‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ”

B. Many professed Christians still demand their molded ‘gods’   
1. Relics & images – (1 Thess. 1:9)(NKJV) ---- 9 For they themselves declare concerning us what

manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God,

2. Denominationalism – (1 Cor. 1:10-13; Eph. 4:4-6)
a. 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 (NKJV) ---- 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it has been
declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are
contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of
Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for
you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

b. Ephesians 4:4-6 (NKJV) ---- 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one
hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all.

3. Mechanical instruments in worship & the demand for entertainment – (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16,17)
a. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
b. Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching

and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.

c. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

4. Recreation to draw people – carnal, social & secular emphasis - (Rom. 1:16; 14:17; 1 Cor.
11:22,34)

a. Romans 1:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

b. Romans 14:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

c. 1 Corinthians 11:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you
despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I
praise you in this? I do not praise you.

d. 1 Corinthians 11:34 (NKJV) ---- 34 But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come
together for judgment. And the rest I will set in order when I come.
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5. Demanding permissive doctrines – (2 Tim. 4:3,4)(NKJV) ---- 3 For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears,
they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and
be turned aside to fables.

a. Faith only - James 2:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by
faith only.

b. Sincerity is all that matters – Matt. 7:21-23; 15:7-9; 2 John 9; Prov 14:12
(1) Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) ---- 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,
and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

(2) Matthew 15:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These
people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far
from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’
”

(3) 2 John 9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does
not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

(4) Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way
of death.

c. Once saved always saved - 2 Peter 2:20-22; Gal 5:1-4; 1 Cor. 10:1-13
(1) 2 Peter 2:20-22 (NKJV) ---- 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world

through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and
overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better
for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb:
“A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

(2) Galatians 5:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us
free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 2 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if
you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. 3 And I testify again to every man who
becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law. 4 You have become estranged
from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

(3) 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 (NKJV) ---- 1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that
all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 5 But
with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.
6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things
as they also lusted. 7 And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.” 8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality,
as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor let us tempt Christ, as
some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; 10 nor complain, as some of them
also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now all these things happened to them
as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have
come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has
overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to
be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape,
that you may be able to bear it.
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d. MDR – Matt. 5:32; 19:9; 1 Cor 7
(1) Matthew 5:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason

except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is
divorced commits adultery.

(2) Matthew 19:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced
commits adultery.”

III. EVEN Amongst Ourselves - there is a call to give us a king to be like the nations about us - 1 Samuel
8:4-5 (NKJV) ---- 4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 
5 and said to him, "Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to
judge us like all the nations." 

A. People today still demand to be organized their own way . . .
1. Prophets in Mormonism – 
2. Watchtower Society – 
3. Pope – Cardinals – Catholic Bishops & priest – 
4. Synods – Councils – Committees - 
5. The ‘Pastoral’ system – (Jer. 5:31) (NKJV) ---- 31 The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests

rule by their own power; And My people love to have it so. But what will you do in the end?
B. Even in those who once named the name of Christ

1. Many desire to be like the denominations around us . . Missionary Society; Sponsoring churches;
Institutions; Brotherhood joint actions, etc. - (1 Pet 5:2)(NKJV) ---- 2 Shepherd the flock of God
which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain
but eagerly;

2. The Lord has organized the local church the way He wants it!! 
a. We need to leave it alone!! – (Phili 1:1; Acts 20:29; Ep. 4:11,12; 5:23; Tit 1:5-10)

(1) Philippians 1:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints
in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

(2) Acts 20:29 (NKJV) ---- 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock.

(3) Ephesians 4:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,

(4) Ephesians 4:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ,

(5) Ephesians 5:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the
church; and He is the Savior of the body.

(6) Titus 1:5-10 (NKJV) ---- 5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the
things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you— 6 if a man is
blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or
insubordination. 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not
quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, a lover
of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful word as he
has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who
contradict. 10 For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those
of the circumcision,

IV. Because of this Cry - the leadership has feared the people and heeded their voice - 1 Samuel 15:24
(NKJV) ---- 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment
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of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice. 
A. Worship & Service to God is NOT about what we want . . .

1. Worship isn’t just worship – MUST be in spirit & truth – (John 4:24; Col. 3:17; Rom. 6:16-18;
Heb. 5:8)

a. John 4:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth.”

b. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

c. Romans 6:16-18 (NKJV) ---- 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to
obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience
leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set
free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

d. Hebrews 5:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered.

2. God does NOT respect sacrifice in place of obedience – (Isa. 1:11-17; Jer. 7:2,23; Matt. 23:23)
a. Isaiah 1:11-17 (NKJV) ---- 11 “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?” Says

the Lord. “I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle. I do not delight
in the blood of bulls, Or of lambs or goats. 12 “When you come to appear before Me, Who has
required this from your hand, To trample My courts? 13 Bring no more futile sacrifices; Incense
is an abomination to Me. The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies— I cannot
endure iniquity and the sacred meeting. 14 Your New Moons and your appointed feasts My soul
hates; They are a trouble to Me, I am weary of bearing them. 15 When you spread out your hands,
I will hide My eyes from you; Even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands
are full of blood. 16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away the evil of your doings
from before My eyes. Cease to do evil, 17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor;
Defend the fatherless, Plead for the widow.

b. Jeremiah 7:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 “Stand in the gate of the Lord’s house, and proclaim there this word,
and say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord, all you of Judah who enter in at these gates to worship the
Lord!’ ”

c. Jeremiah 7:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and
I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded
you, that it may be well with you.’

d. Matthew 23:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe
of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and
mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.

B. To disobey God is to dishonor God!! 
1. To offer worship that God has NOT commanded is vain worship and an act of disobedience!! – (Lev

10:1,2; Mal. 1:6; Matt. 15:7-9)
a. Leviticus 10:1 (NKJV) ---- Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and

put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the Lord, which He had not
commanded them.

b. Leviticus 10:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 So fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they died
before the Lord.

c. Malachi 1:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 “A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am the
Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My reverence? Says the Lord of hosts
To you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised Your name?’

d. Matthew 15:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These
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people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from
Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

V. Fear cripples us - they are stronger we are not able - Numbers 13:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 But the men who
had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we." 

A. The “Naysayers” who do not trust God will always be around to discourage . . .
1. We can’t know if God is real . . .
2. We can’t know the truth . . .
3. We can’t overcome sin . . . 
4. We can’t win souls with the gospel alone . . .
5. We can’t make a difference . . .

B. Many would be happy to stay where they are - they do not want to be moved forward, they do not want
to be challenged - 2 Pet 1:5-10; Phil. 3:12-16; 4:8-13

1. 2 Peter 1:5-10 (NKJV) ---- 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if
these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has
forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to
make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

2. Philippians 3:12-16 (NKJV) ---- 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but
I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren,
I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are
behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind;
and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 16 Nevertheless, to the
degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.

3. Philippians 4:8-13 (NKJV) ---- 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things
are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these
things. 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God
of peace will be with you. 10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has
flourished again; though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in
regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased,
and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

C. Sometimes doing what’s right is really hard - Acts 14:22; Heb 12:4
1. Acts 14:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in

the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”
2. Hebrews 12:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.

VI. In Conclusion -  Remember the voice of the people shouted Crucify Him - Mark 15:12-14 (NKJV) 
---- 12 Pilate answered and said to them again, "What then do you want me to do with Him whom you
call the King of the Jews?" 13 So they cried out again, "Crucify Him!" 14 Then Pilate said to them,
"Why, what evil has He done?" But they cried out all the more, "Crucify Him!" 

A. Jesus was rejected because He spoke the truth . . . People still reject Him . . .
1. Speaking the truth against sin & sinners can result in persecution, even when spoken from a merciful

& forgiving heart! (2 Tim 3:12)
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a. 2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution.

2. The people were stirred up by the ungodly, zealous religious leaders. (Matt. 27:20)
a. Matthew 27:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that they

should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.
B. Sound preaching has never been popular with sinners who want to continue in their sin!! (Jer 5:31;

Matt. 11:7-20)
1. Jeremiah 5:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule by their own

power; And My people love to have it so. But what will you do in the end?
2. Matthew 11:7-20 (NKJV) ---- 7 As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 But what did
you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in
kings’ houses. 9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a
prophet. 10 For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,
Who will prepare Your way before You.’ 11 “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women
there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.
14 And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let
him hear! 16 “But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces
and calling to their companions, 17 and saying: ‘We played the flute for you, And you did not dance;
We mourned to you, And you did not lament.’ 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and
they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a
glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is justified by her
children.” 20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had been done,
because they did not repent:

C. Anyone who exposes error is at risk of being labeled a trouble maker & judging others– (1 Kings
18:18; Matt. 7:1)

1. 1 Kings 18:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your
father’s house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and have followed the
Baals.

2. Matthew 7:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 “Judge not, that you be not judged.
D. We cannot yield to the ungodly & compromise the truth – (2 Tim 4:2-5) (NKJV) ---- 2 Preach the

word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and
teaching. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things,
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

1. What kind of preaching do we want? Noah? Jeremiah? John the baptist? Jesus? Stephen? Paul?
(Acts 17:11,12 NKJV) ---- 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent
women as well as men.

1

E. Are we committed to putting away the idols from our heart?
1. Are we humble enough to accept God’s rule in our life?

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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2. Are we determined to do what is right even when pressured to do what’s wrong?
3. Do we trust God no matter the obstacle in our way? 
4. Are we willing to stand for the truth even if it cost us our life?

F. Do not heed the voice of the people about us - remember Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV)  ---- 1 I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable
and perfect will of God. 
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