
THE RETURN OF CHRIST - Series - Lesson # 2
The Doctrine of the Rapture

Intro:
A. In Our first study we looked at the facts that the Scriptures present with regard to this subject.

1. Since most of us all still here I would once again affirm that I with assurance from the Scriptures
- do not believe that I nor you are one of the “Left Behind” because the Rapture has taken place
and the un-righteous are left here to face the Tribulation.

2. AS we see this teaching was presented as “Infallible Proof” and the Bible Guaranties It!
a. Even in Kumasi, Ghana this doctrine and teaching was being preached!

B. In Today’s lesson we will be looking at the doctrine of the RAPTURE!
C. In this study we will examine this doctrine in these 3 ways.

1. Define The Doctrine 
2. Examine Proposed Proof Texts 
3. Present The Truth while looking at their texts!

II. THE ELEMENTS OF THE DOCTRINE...
A. Jesus will first come to raise the righteous dead and rapture the righteous living
B. It is generally described as a secret event (millions suddenly disappear!)
C. This will occur either before, during, or at the end of a 7 year period of tribulation

1. There is much disagreement among proponents of the time of the rapture
2. Which suggests the Scriptures do not clearly teach this doctrine as some imply

D. Following the 7 year tribulation, Jesus will return with His saints to reign on earth for a literal 1000
years

E. Many have tried to set dates for this rapture - From Wikipedia.com
1. 1792 - Shakers calculated this date
2. 1843 - March 21 1843 predicted by William Miller founder of the Millerites, the failure of Jesus

to appear on this date after his followers had sold all their possessions was referred to as The
Great Disappointment

3. 1981 - Chuck Smith undogmatically predicted that Jesus would likely return by 1981
4. 1988 - Publication of 88 Reasons why the Rapture is in 1988, by Edgar C. Whisenant
5. 1989 - Publication of The final shout: Rapture report 1989, by Edgar Whisenant - More

predictions by this author appeared for 1992, 1995, and other years.
6. 1992 - Korean group "Mission for the Coming Days" predicted October 28, 1992.
7. 1993 - Seven years before the year 2000. The rapture would have to start to allow for seven years

of the Tribulation before the Return in 2000. Multiple predictions.
8. 1994 - Pastor John Hinkle of Christ Church in Los Angeles predicted June 9, 1994. Radio

evangelist Harold Camping predicted September 27, 1994.
9. 1997 - Stan Johnson of the Prophecy Club predicted September 12, 1997.
10. 1998 - Marilyn Agee, in The End of the Age, predicted May 31, 1998.
11. 2000 - Many "millennial" predictions. 
12. 2006 - Many predictions for June 06, or 06/06/06

F. The doctrine of a secret rapture has been used to manipulate many people 
G. Here is a quick synopsis of this doctrine:

1. The secret, silent and invisible event where all Christians, both living and dead, will be caught
up to heaven to be with Jesus for a period of time before Jesus returns to establish His earthly
Kingdom.

2. The Issue Is NOT Will Christians Be “Caught Up” – But What Will Occur In Conjunction With
The Event!
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H. THE ETYMOLOGY OF THE WORD...
1. The actual word rapture is not found in the English Bible
2. It comes from the Latin word raeptius, used in the Vulgate translation

a. In Latin the word for “caught up” is rapturo, from which comes the term “Rapture.” —Bible
Knowledge Commentary

3. Which is a translation of the Greek word harpazo found in 1 Thess. 4:17
a. 1 Thessalonians 4:17 ---- 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together

with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the
Lord.

4. Which in most English translations is rendered as "caught up"
a. Its common use today generally implies a belief in a secret rapture

5. Greek Word: �ñð?æù
a. Transliteration: harpazô
b. English Words used in KJV: catch up 4; take by force 3; catch away 2; pluck 2; catch 1; pull

1; [Total Count: 13]
c. From a derivative of <G138> (haireomai); to seize (in various applications) :- catch (away,

up), pluck, pull, take (by force). ----- Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary
6. Original Word: �ñð?æù, harpazô

a. Usage Notes: "to snatch or catch away," is said of the act of the Spirit of the Lord in regard
to Philip in Acts 8:39; of Paul in being "caught" up to paradise, 2 Cor. 12:2, 4; of the Rapture
of the saints at the return of the Lord, 1 Thess. 4:17; of the rapture of the man child in the
vision of Rev. 12:5. This verb conveys the idea of force suddenly exercised, as in Matt.
11:12, "take (it) by force;" Matt. 12:29, "spoil" (some mss. have diarpazô here); in Matt.
13:19, RV, "snatcheth;" for forceful seizure, see also John 6:15; John 10:12, 28, 29; Acts
23:10; in Jude 1:23, RV, "snatching.“ - —Vine's Expository Dictionary

III. Examining Proposed Proof Texts
A. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 (NKJV) ----13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning

those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.  14 For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.  
1. 1 Thessalonians 4:15-16 (NKJV) ---- 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we

who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are
asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
a. Let us note that “coming here” is parousia—presence - as in 2Peter 3:12; 2Thess. 2:8
b. Also note :  NOT SILENT ; NOT SECRET

2. 1 Thessalonians 4:17-18 (NKJV) ----- 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with
the Lord.  18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
a. Note here: NOT FOR 7 YEARS! But “always”.

B. Luke 17:32-36 (NKJV) ---- 32 Remember Lot's wife. 33 Whoever seeks to save his life will lose
it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one
bed: the one will be taken and the other will be left. 35 Two women will be grinding together: the
one will be taken and the other left. 36 Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the
other left.“  cf  - (Mat 24:37-44) 
1. Matthew 24:37-44 ---- 37 “But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of

Man be.38 “For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark,39 “and did not know until the flood
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came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.40 “Then two men
will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left.41 “Two women will be grinding at the
mill: one will be taken and the other left.42 “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour
your Lord is coming.43 “But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the
thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into.44
“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
a. Note here: Rapture?? What will happen to those left & WHEN? (Cf vs 26-31)

(1) Matthew 24:26-31 ---- 26 “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do
not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it.27 “For as the lightning
comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man
be.28 “For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together.29
“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will
be shaken.30 “Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory.31 “And He will send His angels with a great sound
of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other.

C. Luke 17:26-27 (NKJV) ---- 26 And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of
the Son of Man:  27 They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the
day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.  
1. NOTE: No Secret Coming - No 7 Years of Trib. 

D. Luke 17:28-30 (NKJV) ---- 28 Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted, they built;  29 but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained
fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.  30 Even so will it be in the day when the
Son of Man is revealed. 
1. NOTE: Revealed - apokalyptô – as in 2 Thess. 1:7 ; Cf. Matt. 24:37 - Uses Parousia – as in

1 Thess. 4:15
a. 2 Thessalonians 1:7 ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus

is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,
b. Matthew 24:37 ---- 37 “But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son

of Man be.
c. 1 Thessalonians 4:15 ---- 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who

are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are
asleep.

2. The all-important question is: When is "then"? 
a. Does this verse describe the sudden disappearance of millions of Christians before a seven-

year period of tribulation, as is taught in Left Behind? 
b. Or is it talking about the salvation of one and the destruction of another at the Second

Coming of Jesus - at the end of the world? 
c. For those willing to closely examine the context, the answer is clear. 
d. According to the preceding verses of Matthew 24:27, 30, 31, 36, 37-39, the answer is - "one

shall be taken" and "one shall be left" at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ! 
e. And just like in Noah's day, when that time finally comes there will be no second chances.

E. 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 (NKJV) ---- 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed--52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
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1. “In a moment” - The Rapture?
2. “Last Trumpet” - as The Res. – 1 Thes 4:16 ; The Last Day – John 11:24

a. 1 Thessalonians 4:16 ---- 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first.

b. John 11:24 ---- 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at
the last day.”

F. 1 Corinthians 15:54-55 (NKJV) ---- 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this
mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is
swallowed up in victory."  55 "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?"
1. The Resurrection ---- When Jesus Puts An End To All Rule – (vrs 22-26) 

a. 1 Corinthians 15:22-26 ---- 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made
alive.23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are
Christ’s at His coming.24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the
Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.25 For He must reign till
He has put all enemies under His feet.26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.

G. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our gathering together to Him, we ask you,  2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either
by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come.  3 Let no one
deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the
man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 
1. NOTE: “Coming here is” - parousia—presence 2Peter 3:12; 2Thess 2:8.
2. “The falling Away” is this an announcement of the Rapture?

H. 2 Thessalonians 2:4-6 (NKJV)  ---- 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God
or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?  6 And now you know
what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.  

I. 2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 (NKJV) ---- 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who
now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.  8 And then the lawless one will be
revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness
of His coming. 
1. “He is taken out of the way” -  The Rapture?
2. “Brightness of His Coming” - once again - parousia—presence - 2Peter 3:12; 2Thess. 2:8

a. 2 Peter 3:12 ---- 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of
which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent
heat?

b. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 ---- 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will
consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming.

IV. In Conclusion:
A. Why It Is Wrong?

1. The Bible Doesn’t Teach It 
2. Is Contradictory To The Bible
3. Teaches that Jesus is coming two more times – Hebrews 9:28 - 28 so Christ was offered once

to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart
from sin, for salvation.

4. Teaches two bodily resurrections – John 5:28,29; Acts 24:14-15
a. John 5:28-29 ---- 28 “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in
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the graves will hear His voice29 “and come forth—those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

b. Acts 24:14-15 ---- 14 “But this I confess to you, that according to the Way which they call
a sect, so I worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the Law
and in the Prophets.15 “I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there
will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.

5. Teaches a second chance – 1 Thess. 1:7-9 ---- 7 so that you became examples to all in
Macedonia and Achaia who believe.8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so
that we do not need to say anything.9 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner
of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,

6. Based upon error (7 yrs trib. & 1,000 yr earthly reign)
B. The Biblical Descriptions Of Jesus’ Return -

1. With noise – shout, voice of the archangel & the trumpet of God - 1 Thess. 4:16  ---- 16 For the
Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.

2. With His holy angels - Matt. 25:31; 2 Thess. 1:7-8  
3. Suddenly and unexpected - 1 Thess. 5:1-4; 2 Pet. 3:10; Rev. 22:20  
4. Visibly - Acts 1:9-11; Rev. 1:7 “and every eye will see Him”

a. Acts 1:9-11 ---- 9 Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken
up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.10 And while they looked steadfastly toward
heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel,11 who also said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken
up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”

b. Revelation 1:7 ---- 7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even
they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so,
Amen.

C. Once again here is a quick overview of the false doctrine:
1. The secret, silent and invisible event where all Christians, both living and dead, will be caught

up to heaven to be with Jesus for a period of time before Jesus returns to establish His earthly
Kingdom.

2. The Issue Is NOT Will Christians Be “Caught Up” – But What Will Occur In Conjunction With
The Event!

D. Jesus Is Returning and He: 
1. Will Judge The World - John 12:48 ---- 48 “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words,

has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.
2. Will Reward The Obedient & Exact Vengeance Upon The Disobedience – 2 Thess 1:7-9 ---- 7

and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with
His mighty angels,8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 These shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

3. Destroy The World – 2 Peter 3:9-14 ---- 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that
all should come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent
heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.11 Therefore, since all these
things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and
godliness,12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
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heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?13
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be
found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;

4. The Question once again ARE YOU READY??
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