
STANDING IN THE GAP - Ezek 22:30
Intro:

A. Our Text this morning comes from the book of Ezekiel 22:23-31
1. Ezekiel 22:23-31 (NKJV)  ---- 23 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 24 "Son of man,

say to her: 'You are a land that is not cleansed or rained on in the day of indignation.' 25 The
conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have devoured
people; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in her midst. 

2. 26 Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things; they have not distinguished
between the holy and unholy, nor have they made known the difference between the unclean and the
clean; and they have hidden their eyes from My Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them. 27 Her
princes in her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, to shed blood, to destroy people, and to get
dishonest gain. 

3. 28 Her prophets plastered them with untempered mortar, seeing false visions, and divining lies for
them, saying, 'Thus says the Lord GOD,' when the LORD had not spoken.  29 The people of the land
have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; and they wrongfully
oppress the stranger. 

4. 30 So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on
behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. 31 Therefore I have poured out
My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed
their deeds on their own heads," says the Lord GOD. 

B. The state of Judah was in shambles:
1. The Prophets - conspired to speak lies for money thus destroying the people through their pseudo

visions – vs. 25,28
2. The Priest - violated the Law and failed to discriminate between the holy and common – vrs 26
3. The Rulers - were unjust, killing, stealing and taking advantage of the people for “dishonest gain”

– vs. 27
4. The people - oppressed the poor, needy and strangers – vs. 29

a. The Northern Kingdom has been destroyed and God is looking at the Southern Kingdom with
disgust.

C.  God Sought A Man
1. To build a wall and stand before Him on behalf of the land, that He might not destroy it - (Ezk

22:30).   
2. The word “gap” refers to a breach in a wall of protection - (Ps 80:12, Isa 5:2-6, Ps 89:40).  

a. Psalm 80:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Why have You broken down her hedges, So that all who pass by the
way pluck her fruit?

b. Isaiah 5:2-6 (NKJV) ---- 2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones, And planted it with the choicest
vine. He built a tower in its midst, And also made a winepress in it; So He expected it to bring
forth good grapes, But it brought forth wild grapes. 3 “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and
men of Judah, Judge, please, between Me and My vineyard. 4 What more could have been done
to My vineyard That I have not done in it? Why then, when I expected it to bring forth good
grapes, Did it bring forth wild grapes? 5 And now, please let Me tell you what I will do to My
vineyard: I will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned; And break down its wall, and it shall
be trampled down. 6 I will lay it waste; It shall not be pruned or dug, But there shall come up briers
and thorns. I will also command the clouds That they rain no rain on it.”

c. Psalm 89:40 (NKJV) ---- 40 You have broken down all his hedges; You have brought his
strongholds to ruin.

3. Several passages in the Old Testament reveal that broken walls lead to destruction unless
someone stands in the gap -  (Ezk 13:5, Ps 106:23).
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a. Ezekiel 13:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 You have not gone up into the gaps to build a wall for the house of
Israel to stand in battle on the day of the Lord.

b. Psalm 106:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Therefore He said that He would destroy them, Had not Moses His
chosen one stood before Him in the breach, To turn away His wrath, lest He destroy them.

D. Our nation and the state of the world is in jeopardy of God’s Wrath been revealed and I wonder if this 
occurrence in Judah’s history still holds true today - that God is seeking a man that will stand in the
Gap before He destroys this nation.

1. Sadly - tho’ the plea goes out -   Unfortunately, during the time of Ezekiel, God found no one; (cf.
Is. 59:16; 63:5; Jer. 5:1)

a. Isaiah 59:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 He saw that there was no man, And wondered that there was no
intercessor; Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; And His own righteousness, it
sustained Him.

b. Isaiah 63:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 I looked, but there was no one to help, And I wondered That there was
no one to uphold; Therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me; And My own fury, it sustained
Me.

c. Jeremiah 5:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 “Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem; See now and know;
And seek in her open places If you can find a man, If there is anyone who executes judgment, Who
seeks the truth, And I will pardon her.

2. Therefore, He poured out His wrath upon the people and consumed them - (Ezk 22:31). 
a. Ezekiel 22:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 Therefore I have poured out My indignation on them; I have

consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their deeds on their own
heads,” says the Lord God.

E. As we study the Bible - we see numerous individuals making intercession for the masses!

II. INTERCESSION - for the MASSES
A. Abraham – (Gen. 18:23-32) — for Sodom and Gomorrah

1. Genesis 18:23-32 (NKJV) ---- 23 And Abraham came near and said, “Would You also destroy the
righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also
destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? 25 Far be it from You to do
such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the
wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 26 So the Lord said, “If
I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.” 27 Then
Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself
to speak to the Lord: 28 Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all
of the city for lack of five?” So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it.” 29 And he
spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there should be forty found there?” So He said, “I will
not do it for the sake of forty.” 30 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak:
Suppose thirty should be found there?” So He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 And he
said, “Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should be found
there?” So He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.” 32 Then he said, “Let not the Lord
be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?” And He said, “I will
not destroy it for the sake of ten.”

B. Moses – (Ex. 32:10-14; Psalm 106:23)
1. Exodus 32:10-14 (NKJV) ---- 10 Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against

them and I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation.” 11 Then Moses pleaded with
the Lord his God, and said: “Lord, why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You
have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the
Egyptians speak, and say, ‘He brought them out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and to
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consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm
to Your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by
Your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this
land that I have spoken of I give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14 So the
Lord relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people.

2. Psalm 106:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Therefore He said that He would destroy them, Had not Moses His
chosen one stood before Him in the breach, To turn away His wrath, lest He destroy them. 

C. Moses & Aaron – [Rebellion of Korah, Dathan, Abiram and On] - (Num 16:21,22)
1. Numbers 16:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 “Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may

consume them in a moment.”
2. Numbers 16:22 (NKJV) ---- 22 Then they fell on their faces, and said, “O God, the God of the

spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and You be angry with all the congregation?”
D. Samuel – [Address to the people at Saul’s coronation] - (1 Sam. 12:23)

1. 1 Samuel 12:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the
Lord in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way.

E. Jesus – (Is. 53:12; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 4:1; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25)
1. Isaiah 53:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall

divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered
with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors.

2. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him.

3. 1 Peter 4:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also
with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,

4. Romans 8:34 (NKJV) ---- 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is
also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.

5. Hebrews 7:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to
God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

III. THOSE WHO HAD STOOD UP - and ACCEPTED THE CHALLENGE
A. Defenders

1. Phinehas – (Num. 25:6-9)
a. Numbers 25:6-9 (NKJV) ---- 6 And indeed, one of the children of Israel came and presented to

his brethren a Midianite woman in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of
the children of Israel, who were weeping at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 7 Now when
Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose from among the
congregation and took a javelin in his hand; 8 and he went after the man of Israel into the tent and
thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her body. So the plague was
stopped among the children of Israel. 9 And those who died in the plague were twenty-four
thousand.

2. Aaron – (Numbers 16:46-48) - 46 So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a censer and put fire in it from
the altar, put incense on it, and take it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them; for
wrath has gone out from the Lord. The plague has begun.” 47 Then Aaron took it as Moses
commanded, and ran into the midst of the assembly; and already the plague had begun among the
people. So he put in the incense and made atonement for the people. 48 And he stood between the
dead and the living; so the plague was stopped.

3. David – (1 Sam. 17:26,32-51)
a. 1 Samuel 17:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 Then David spoke to the men who stood by him, saying, “What

shall be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For

Page 3 of  8



who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?”
b. 1 Samuel 17:32-51 (NKJV) ---- 32 Then David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because of

him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 33 And Saul said to David, “You are not
able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are a youth, and he a man of war from
his youth.” 34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep, and when a
lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I went out after it and struck it, and
delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by its beard, and struck
and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will
be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God.” 37 Moreover David said,
“The Lord, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will
deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with
you!” 38 So Saul clothed David with his armor, and he put a bronze helmet on his head; he also
clothed him with a coat of mail. 39 David fastened his sword to his armor and tried to walk, for
he had not tested them. And David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these, for I have not tested
them.” So David took them off. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand; and he chose for himself five
smooth stones from the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag, in a pouch which he had, and his
sling was in his hand. And he drew near to the Philistine. 41 So the Philistine came, and began
drawing near to David, and the man who bore the shield went before him. 42 And when the
Philistine looked about and saw David, he disdained him; for he was only a youth, ruddy and good-
looking. 43 So the Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 And the Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I
will give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!” 45 Then David said to the
Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in
the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day
the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you and take your head from you. And this
day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts
of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 47 Then all this assembly
shall know that the Lord does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s, and He
will give you into our hands.” 48 So it was, when the Philistine arose and came and drew near to
meet David, that David hurried and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 49 Then David put
his hand in his bag and took out a stone; and he slung it and struck the Philistine in his forehead,
so that the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the earth. 50 So David prevailed
over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and struck the Philistine and killed him. But there was
no sword in the hand of David. 51 Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine, took his
sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it. And when the
Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they fled.

4. Josiah – (2 Kings 23:3-25)
a. 2 Kings 23:3-25 (NKJV) ---- 3 Then the king stood by a pillar and made a covenant before the

Lord, to follow the Lord and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes,
with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this
book. And all the people took a stand for the covenant. 4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the
high priest, the priests of the second order, and the doorkeepers, to bring out of the temple of the
Lord all the articles that were made for Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of heaven; and he
burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel. 5 Then
he removed the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense on the
high places in the cities of Judah and in the places all around Jerusalem, and those who burned
incense to Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the constellations, and to all the host of heaven. 6 And
he brought out the wooden image from the house of the Lord, to the Brook Kidron outside
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Jerusalem, burned it at the Brook Kidron and ground it to ashes, and threw its ashes on the graves
of the common people. 7 Then he tore down the ritual booths of the perverted persons that were
in the house of the Lord, where the women wove hangings for the wooden image. 8 And he
brought all the priests from the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had
burned incense, from Geba to Beersheba; also he broke down the high places at the gates which
were at the entrance of the Gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were to the left of the
city gate. 9 Nevertheless the priests of the high places did not come up to the altar of the Lord in
Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread among their brethren. 10 And he defiled Topheth, which
is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter pass
through the fire to Molech. 11 Then he removed the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated
to the sun, at the entrance to the house of the Lord, by the chamber of Nathan-Melech, the officer
who was in the court; and he burned the chariots of the sun with fire. 12 The altars that were on
the roof, the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which
Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the Lord, the king broke down and
pulverized there, and threw their dust into the Brook Kidron. 13 Then the king defiled the high
places that were east of Jerusalem, which were on the south of the Mount of Corruption, which
Solomon king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the
abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the people of Ammon. 14 And
he broke in pieces the sacred pillars and cut down the wooden images, and filled their places with
the bones of men. 15 Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam the
son of Nebat, who made Israel sin, had made, both that altar and the high place he broke down; and
he burned the high place and crushed it to powder, and burned the wooden image. 16 As Josiah
turned, he saw the tombs that were there on the mountain. And he sent and took the bones out of
the tombs and burned them on the altar, and defiled it according to the word of the Lord which the
man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words. 17 Then he said, “What gravestone is this
that I see?” So the men of the city told him, “It is the tomb of the man of God who came from
Judah and proclaimed these things which you have done against the altar of Bethel.” 18 And he
said, “Let him alone; let no one move his bones.” So they let his bones alone, with the bones of
the prophet who came from Samaria. 19 Now Josiah also took away all the shrines of the high
places that were in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lord
to anger; and he did to them according to all the deeds he had done in Bethel. 20 He executed all
the priests of the high places who were there, on the altars, and burned men’s bones on them; and
he returned to Jerusalem. 21 Then the king commanded all the people, saying, “Keep the Passover
to the Lord your God, as it is written in this Book of the Covenant.” 22 Such a Passover surely had
never been held since the days of the judges who judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of
Israel and the kings of Judah. 23 But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah this Passover was held
before the Lord in Jerusalem. 24 Moreover Josiah put away those who consulted mediums and
spiritists, the household gods and idols, all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah
and in Jerusalem, that he might perform the words of the law which were written in the book that
Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the Lord. 25 Now before him there was no king like him,
who turned to the Lord with all his heart, with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all
the Law of Moses; nor after him did any arise like him.

5. You? - 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV)  ---- 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 

a. Jude 1:3 (NKJV)  ---- 3 Beloved, . . . I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 

B. Danger is all about us and the world is in crouching more and more into the church and into the lives
of God’s people.
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1. Acts 20:28-32 (NKJV)  ---- 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His
own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to
draw away the disciples after themselves. 

a. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and
day with tears. 32 So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which
is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

C. As God’s people, we have enemies who wish to destroy us -
1. Walls (truth, faith, hope, love), need to be built for protection against our enemies – 
2. There may be gaps or vulnerable spots in the defenses that need protected –

a. We need husbands and wives to “stand in the gap” against Satan’s attempt to destroy the family
b. We need fathers and mothers to “stand in the gap” protecting their children from the influences of

the world –
c. We need elders and preachers to “stand in the gap” to protect from false doctrine and apathy –
d. We need Christians to “stand in the gap” against the pervasiveness of ungodliness that is all around

us - 
3. But sadly we see even today - Ezekiel 13:5 (NKJV)  ---- 5 You have not gone up into the gaps to

build a wall for the house of Israel to stand in battle on the day of the LORD. 
D. The HOME IS UNDER ATTACK!

1. Homosexuality; adultery; divorce; husbands & wives not fulfilling their roles; rebellious children;
lack of discipline . . . 

a. (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Mat. 5:31,32; 19:1-9; 1 Cor. 7:1-11; Eph. 5:22-25,33; Eph. 6:1-4; Prov.
23:13,14)

(1) 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NKJV) ---- 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the
Spirit of our God.

(2) Matthew 5:31 (NKJV) ---- 31 “Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let
him give her a certificate of divorce.’

(a) Matthew 5:32 (NKJV) ---- 32 But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any reason
except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who
is divorced commits adultery.

(3) Matthew 19:1-9 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings, that
He departed from Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2 And great
multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there. 3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing
Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 4 And
He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning
‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’ ? 6 So then, they are no
longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” 7 They
said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her
away?” 8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to
divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces
his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever
marries her who is divorced commits adultery.”
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(4) 1 Corinthians 7:1-11 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now concerning the things of which you wrote to me: It is
good for a man not to touch a woman. 2 Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each
man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband. 3 Let the husband render
to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband. 4 The wife does not
have authority over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the husband does not have
authority over his own body, but the wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another except with consent
for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again so that
Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 6 But I say this as a concession,
not as a commandment. 7 For I wish that all men were even as I myself. But each one has his
own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that. 8 But I say to the unmarried and to
the widows: It is good for them if they remain even as I am; 9 but if they cannot exercise self-
control, let them marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion. 10 Now to the married
I command, yet not I but the Lord: A wife is not to depart from her husband. 11 But even if she
does depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. And a husband is not to
divorce his wife.

(5) Ephesians 5:22-25 (NKJV) ---- 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For
the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the
body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her,

(6) Ephesians 5:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own
wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

(7) Ephesians 6:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2
“Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3 “that it may
be well with you and you may live long on the earth.” 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your
children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.

(8) Proverbs 23:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Do not withhold correction from a child, For if you beat him
with a rod, he will not die.

(9) Proverbs 23:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 You shall beat him with a rod, And deliver his soul from hell.
2. God Is Searching For People To Stand In the GAP!

a. Preachers & Elders
b. Husbands & Wives
c. Fathers & Mothers
d. Sons & Daughters

(1) Each & Every One of Us
E. THE BIBLE IS UNDER ATTACK

1. Atheism – Ps. 14:1(NKJV) ---- The fool has said in his heart,“There is no God.” They are corrupt,
They have done abominable works, There is none who does good.

a. Humanism – Rom. 1:21-25
b. Modernism – Gal. 1:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you

and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said
before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have
received, let him be accursed.

c. Relativism – Rom 3:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 And why not say, “Let us do evil that good may come”?—as
we are slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just.

d. Emotionalism – Prov. 14:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end
is the way of death.
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e. Denominationalism – Mat 15:7-9; 1 Cor. 1:10-13

2.  – Acts. 20:32; Elders

a. Preachers – 2 Tim 4:2
b. Teachers – 1 Pet 4:11

(1) Romans 3:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 2 . . . to them were committed the oracles of God. 3 For what if some
did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? 4 Certainly not!
Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. 

F. THE CHURCH IS UNDER ATTACK
1. False teachers – 2 Pet 2:1

a. Worldliness – [immorality; pride; selfishness; carnality; confusion] 1 Jn 2:15-17; Jam. 3:13-4:6;
1 Cor. 1-3)

b. Materialism – Mat 13:22
c. Apathy – Rev. 3:14-19

2. Elders – Acts. 20:28-32; Heb 13:17 
a. Preachers – Col. 1:28; 1 Tim. 1:18; 4:13-16; 2 Tim. 4:2-4; Jude 3
b. Teachers – 1 Pet 4:11
c. Each & Every One of Us – Eph. 4:15; 1 Pet 3:15

(1) By defending the truth (1Ti 3:15, 2Ti 4:1-2, 1Pt 3:15). 
(2) Men must protect the church from sin and division (1Co 5, Ro 16:17, 2Th 3, Titus 3:10).
(3) Additionally, men must guard against the problems that plagued the churches of Ephesus,

Pergamos, and Thyatira (Rev 2:4-5, 14-15, 20-21).  
(4) Yet, until men are willing place themselves in the heat of battle, the Devil will continue ravaging

the church (Eph 6:10-12). 
G. EACH ONE OF US IS UNDER ATTACK

1. Before we can build a wall and stand in the gap between those threatening the home, the Bible and
the church, we must first tend to ourselves. 

a. 2 Ti 2:15, We must study the scriptures 
b. Luk 18:1, We must be men and women of prayer
c. 2 Ti 2:21, We must cleanse our vessels of sin that we might be useful to the master
d. Matt 5:29, We must control our eyes from looking and our hearts from lusting
e. 1 Ti 4:12, We must be an example of faith, etc
f. Jude 1:3, We must contend for the faith
g. Heb 10:24, We must assemble with the saints for worship

2. Fathers & mothers need to be holy and godly -
a. We must study and learn our Bible -
b. We must put away hatred, pride, selfishness, worldliness, jealousies and apathy. 

IV. Conclusion:
A. The church, the family and the world need valiant men and women  who will build a wall and stand

in the gap between Satan and God’s people. 
B. Let us determine to rid our lives of sin so we can shield those precious to us from destruction.  
C. Today, God seeks for those who will build a wall and stand in the gap.  
D. Make sure God finds you!  

1. God Is Searching For People To Stand In the Gap!
2. CAN HE RELY ON YOU!
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