
WHEN SODOM LIVES IN THE FAMILY - Lessons From Lot’s Family - Gen 19
Intro:

A. In last weeks lesson we focused on something that is a stain on our nation and society as a whole
with the understanding of abortion, this morning I want to bring it home to within our own homes
in this lesson - When Sodom lived in Lot’s family, and make application to us today!

B. The text of our study is found in Genesis 19 and the story of Lot is one that should be familiar to us
all.

1. When we look at the accounts of Sodom and Gomorrah - we see throughout the scriptures that it
stands as an example and a warning to all - one might think this lesson is going to deal with
another stain that is on our nation at this point - that of homosexuality - but there are other
observations we can make from these warnings!

a. The warning for Israel - Deuteronomy 29:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 'The whole land is brimstone, salt,
and burning; it is not sown, nor does it bear, nor does any grass grow there, like the overthrow
of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which the LORD overthrew in His anger and His
wrath.' 

(1) Jerusalem – Jeremiah 23:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 Also I have seen a horrible thing in the prophets
of Jerusalem: They commit adultery and walk in lies; They also strengthen the hands of
evildoers, So that no one turns back from his wickedness. All of them are like Sodom to Me,
And her inhabitants like Gomorrah.

(2) Babylon – Isaiah 13:19; Jer 50:40
(a) Isaiah 13:19 (NKJV) ---- 19 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, The beauty of the

Chaldeans’ pride, Will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah.
(b) Jeremiah 50:40 (NKJV) ---- 40 As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah And their

neighbors,” says the Lord, “So no one shall reside there, Nor son of man dwell in it.
(3) Edom – Jeremiah 49:18 (NKJV) ---- 18 As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah And

their neighbors,” says the Lord, “No one shall remain there, Nor shall a son of man dwell in
it.

(4) Moab – Zephaniah 2:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 Therefore, as I live,” Says the Lord of hosts, the God
of Israel, “Surely Moab shall be like Sodom, And the people of Ammon like Gomorrah—
Overrun with weeds and saltpits, And a perpetual desolation. The residue of My people shall
plunder them, And the remnant of My people shall possess them.”

b. In the Word’s of our Lord warnings - Matthew 11:23-24 (NKJV) ---- 23 And you, Capernaum,
who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were
done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I say to you
that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you." 

(1) Mark 6:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 And whoever will not receive you nor hear you, when you depart
from there, shake off the dust under your feet as a testimony against them. Assuredly, I say to
you, it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that
city!" 

(2) Luke 17:28-30 (NKJV) ---- 28 Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank,
they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; 29 but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 Even so will it be in the
day when the Son of Man is revealed. 

(3) 2 Peter 2:6-7 (NKJV) ---- 6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes,
condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live
ungodly;  7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked

(4) Jude 1:7-8 (NKJV) ---- 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar
manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange

Page 1 of  9



flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 8 Likewise also these
dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 

C. Many lessons can be learned from this OT example of God’s judgment: - 1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV)
11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the ages have come. Romans 15:4 (NKJV) - 4 For whatever things were
written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.

1. God will judge and punish the wicked! – 2 Peter 2:4-6 (NKJV) ---- 4 For if God did not spare the
angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people,
a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 6 and turning the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an
example to those who afterward would live ungodly;

2. God will hold back destroying those who are wicked for the sake of the righteous – Genesis 18:22-
32 (NKJV) ---- 22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham
still stood before the Lord. 23 And Abraham came near and said, “Would You also destroy the
righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also
destroy the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? 25 Far be it from You to
do such a thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the
wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 26 So the Lord said, “If
I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.” 27
Then Abraham answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon
myself to speak to the Lord: 28 Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You
destroy all of the city for lack of five?” So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it.”
29 And he spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there should be forty found there?” So He
said, “I will not do it for the sake of forty.” 30 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will
speak: Suppose thirty should be found there?” So He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”
31 And he said, “Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty
should be found there?” So He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.” 32 Then he said,
“Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?”
And He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of ten.”

3. God will deliver the righteous when the wicked are destroyed – 2 Peter 2:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 and
delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked 8 (for that
righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and
hearing their lawless deeds)— 9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations
and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment,

4. When wickedness is prevalent – the righteous are troubled – 2 Pet 2:8; Mat 5:10-12; John 15:18-
20; 1 John 3:13

a. 2 Peter 2:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous
soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)—

b. Matthew 5:10-12 (NKJV) ---- 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and
say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for
great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

c. John 15:18-20 (NKJV) ---- 18 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated
you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word
that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also
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persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also.
d. 1 John 3:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.

5. The dangerous and devastating influence wickedness can have in our lives', families, churches and
societies – 1 Cor. 5:6; 15:33; Genesis 13:12; 19 

a. 1 Corinthians 5:6 (NKJV) ---- 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven
leavens the whole lump?

b. 1 Corinthians 15:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”
c. Genesis 13:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities

of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom.
d. Genesis 19 (NKJV)

D. BUT - here is an observation that we must see from Lot and Sodom:
1. Not only did Lot's family live in Sodom, but Sodom also lived in Lot's family.
2. The influence of Sodom was devastating.

a. The Christian lives in this World, but the World should not live in their lives - it is not the ship
that is in the water but the water that is in the ship that sinks it - we must take note!

II. RESPECT FOR TRUTH AND AUTHORITY DECLINED
A. The people of Sodom did not respect Lot – they saw him as a “judge” and despised him – Gen 19:9
B. Those of his own family did not respect him and his warning – “but to his sons-n-laws he seemed

to be joking” – Gen 19:14
1.  After the angels told Lot that Sodom was about to be destroyed, Lot went to warn his daughters’

husbands.
a.  It is immediately apparent that they were not spiritually minded nor did they hold righteous Lot

in too high a regard.
b.  They did not take the older and wiser Lot seriously

(1)  In a matter hours, consequently, they were among those consumed in the fire
2. If they had possessed the proper respect for Lot, they might have been spared

C. God’s word – His warnings, and His order of things, are under constant attack today:
1. Headship of husbands  – (Gen 3:16; Eph 5:22-24; Tit 2:5)

a. Genesis 3:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and
your conception; In pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband,
And he shall rule over you.”

b. Ephesians 5:22-24 (NKJV) ---- 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For
the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the
body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything.

c. Titus 2:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own
husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed.

2. Respect for parents - (Lev 20:9; Prov 6:20; 30: 11,17; Mat 15:4; Eph 6:1-3)
a. Leviticus 20:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 ‘For everyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be

put to death. He has cursed his father or his mother. His blood shall be upon him.
b. Proverbs 6:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 My son, keep your father’s command, And do not forsake the law

of your mother.
c. Proverbs 30:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 There is a generation that curses its father, And does not bless

its mother.
d. Proverbs 30:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 The eye that mocks his father, And scorns obedience to his

mother, The ravens of the valley will pick it out, And the young eagles will eat it.
e. Matthew 15:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 For God commanded, saying, ‘Honor your father and your mother’;
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and, ‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.’
f. Ephesians 6:1-3 (NKJV) ---- 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2

“Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with promise: 3 “that it may
be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”

g. Just think of the TV shows - leave it to Beaver versus one of the most popular shows today The
Simpsons ---- what is the difference in attitude towards parents here?

3. If children do not LEARN to respect their parents . . . Who will they respect? – (Deut 6:6-15; Prov
1:7)

a. Deuteronomy 6:6-15 (NKJV) ---- 6 “And these words which I command you today shall be in
your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you
sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. 8 You
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You
shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 10 “So it shall be, when the
Lord your God brings you into the land of which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities which you did not build, 11 houses full of all
good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive
trees which you did not plant— when you have eaten and are full— 12 then beware, lest you
forget the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 13 You
shall fear the Lord your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His name. 14 You shall not
go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are all around you 15 (for the Lord your God
is a jealous God among you), lest the anger of the Lord your God be aroused against you and
destroy you from the face of the earth.

b. Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools
despise wisdom and instruction.

III. IN LOT’S FAMILY - THERE WAS A RELUCTANCE TO FLEE EVIL -  Genesis 19:15-16
(NKJV) ---- 15 When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, "Arise, take your wife
and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city." 16 And while
he lingered, the men took hold of his hand, his wife's hand, and the hands of his two daughters, the
LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. 
A. THE ANGELS LITERALLY HAD TO LEAD LOT AND HIS FAMILY BY THE HAND OUT

Of SODOM -
1. They were to leave behind family members – (Genesis 19:15)

a. They had at least two other daughters and their husbands they would leave behind – Gen 19:15
2. They were to leave behind the wickedness of the people

a.  Lewd homosexuality - Romans 1:26-29 (NKJV) ---- 26 For this reason God gave them up to
vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27
Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another,
men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their
error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God
gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with
all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers,

b.  Sadistic behavior
c. Total unrighteousness

B. Why? – The world should be a place we long to leave – Hebrews 11:13-16 (NKJV) ---- 13 These
all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of
them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those
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who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to
mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But
now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God, for He has prepared a city for them.

1. We are to separate ourselves from the world – 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; Rev 18:4; 1 John 2:15-17
a. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (NKJV) ---- 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.

For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with
darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an
unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple
of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their
God, And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate,
says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to
you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having
these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

b. Revelation 18:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her,
my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.

c. 1 John 2:15-17 (NKJV) ---- 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And
the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

2. We may have to leave behind friends & family – 1 Cor. 15:33; Mat 10:37; Luke 14:26
a. 1 Corinthians 15:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”
b. Matthew 10:37 (NKJV) ---- 37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of

Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
c. Luke 14:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother,

wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
3. Do what’s right without delay – Acts 22:16; 2 Cor. 6:2

a. Acts 22:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

b. 2 Corinthians 6:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 For He says: “In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in
the day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day
of salvation.

IV. IN LOT’S FAMILY - FEAR REIGNED IN THE PLACE OF FAITH IN GOD - Genesis 19:17-
22 (NKJV)  ---- 17 . . . "Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain.
Escape to the mountains, lest you be destroyed." 18 Then Lot said to them, "Please, no, my lords! 19
Indeed now, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have increased your mercy which you
have shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil overtake me
and I die. . . . 

A. The angels told Lot and his family to escape to the mountains, but, incredibly, Lot was too afraid.
1. He said, "I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil overtake me and I die.“
2. Later, he became afraid to dwell in Zoar, and goes to the mountains. Gen. 19:30

B. The influences of the world encourage and breed fear.
1. God does not give the spirit of fear to his people. 2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 For God has not

given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
a.  During World War II, a military governor met with General George Patton in Sicily. When he

praised Patton highly for  his courage and bravery, the general replied, "Sir, I am not a brave man
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-- the truth is, I am an utter craven coward. I have never been within the sound of gunshot or in
sight of battle in my whole life that I wasn't so scared that I had sweat in the palms of my hands."

b.  Years later, when Patton's autobiography was published, it contained this significant statement
by the general: "I learned very early in my life never to take counsel of my fears." (From Bible
Illustrator)   

c. Fear resides with those who are habitually fearful.
(1)  Let us  not take counsel of our fears - dwelling on them continually  - but wholly trust in the

living God who replaces fear with power and love. 
2. (Luke 12:4; Matthew 6:31-32) – [Leaving the world takes courage]!

a. Luke 12:4 (NKJV) ---- 4 “And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the
body, and after that have no more that they can do.

(1) Matthew 6:31-32 (NKJV) ---- 31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek.
For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.

b. The loss of friends and family –(parents, children, spouse)
c. The loss of popularity -
d. The loss of past lifestyle -
e. The loss of financial security -

C. All that one may fear losing by leaving the world cannot be compared to that which is gained by
doing so!

1. (Matthew 19:29; Philippians 4:7; Hebrews 13:5-6) 
a. Matthew 19:29 (NKJV) ---- 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father

or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and
inherit eternal life.

b. Philippians 4:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

c. Hebrews 13:5-6 (NKJV) ---- 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such
things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we
may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”

V. IN LOT’S FAMILY - SODOM WAS NOT EASILY REMOVED - Genesis 19:17-26 (NKJV) ----
17 . . .  "Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the
mountains, lest you be destroyed." . . .  23 The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar.  24
Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the heavens.
. . . 26 But his wife looked back behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. 
A. The command was, "Escape for your life! Do not look behind you..." 19:17

1. Lot's wife probably didn't look back simply because of her curiosity, ; that is, because she wanted
to see the manifestation of God's wrath on those wicked cities. The fact is- her heart was still there.

2. No doubt, she had ties and interests in Sodom - – 19:15
a. Like the rich young ruler, no doubt, she hated to leave  behind all her worldly possessions. 
b. She wasn't given time to pack.

(1) She probably thought, "If I look back and see if the  cities aren't really being destroyed. If not,
I'll go back to Sodom."  

3. Thus, her looking back was a sign of unbelief - doubting that God would do what He said He
would.      

B. Whatever the reason for her looking back, when she  disobeyed, God turned her into a pillar of salt.
1.  She was  struck dead on the spot. 

a. God said, "Don't look back."
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b. God said to Adam and Eve: "Don't eat." Gen. 2:16-17; 3:23-24
c. God said to Uzzah: "Don't touch." Num. 4:15; 2 Sam. 6:6-7
d. God says to us: "Don't forsake." Heb. 10:25-27 

(1) IS IT NOT SAD TO SEE TODAY -  We like to think that we can disobey God and still get by.
(2)  We can't. God is severe. He is to be feared and reverenced. Heb. 10:28-31; 12:28-29 

(a) Hebrews 10:28-31 (NKJV) ---- 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy
on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 Of how much worse punishment, do you
suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the
blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit
of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord.
And again, “The Lord will judge His people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God.

(b) Hebrews 12:28 (NKJV) ---- 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot
be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear.

C. Once one learns the ways of the world – It’s hard to unlearn them – 2 Peter 2:20-22 (NKJV) ---- 20
For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them
than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But
it has happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a
sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

1. Home is where the heart is – Mat. 6:21; 1 John 2:15-17; Prov 4:25
a. Matthew 6:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
b. 1 John 2:15-17 (NKJV) ---- 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves

the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And
the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

c. Proverbs 4:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 Let your eyes look straight ahead, And your eyelids look right
before you.

2.  We can’t serve BOTH God and Mammon - Matthew 6:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 “No one can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

3. Jesus exhorts us to “Remember Lot’s wife” - Luke 17:32

VI. IN CONCLUSION - THE INFLUENCE OF SODOM LINGERED - Genesis 19:30-38 (NKJV)
---- 30 . . . And he and his two daughters dwelt in a cave. 31 Now the firstborn said to the younger,
"Our father is old, and there is no man on the earth to come in to us as is the custom of all the earth.
32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve the lineage
of our father." . . . 36 Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their father. 

A. The influence of Sodom was still very much in the hearts of Lot's daughters, even though the city
had been destroyed - 19:31

1. THE INFLUENCE OF SODOM CAUSED IMMORALITY TO TAKE ROOT. Gen. 19:30-38
a.  No doubt, they, along with their father, had seen and heard the filthy conduct of the wicked, and

its influence had  rubbed off on them. 2 Peter 2:7-8 (NKJV) ---- 7 and delivered righteous Lot,
who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling
among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless
deeds)—
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b. Instead of committing fornication with their father, they could  have gone back to be with
Abraham and his household and there found men to marry.

c. Sadly, they had been so influenced by Sodom that fornication was no longer all that evil.
B. In similar fashion, one cannot feed his mind on the garbage of  this world without consequences.

1. "When one lies down with dogs, he will rise up with fleas." 
a. "In describing one of the new movies of the day, a critic wrote, 'The plot moves rapidly down

the sewer.' He adds, 'It would not be so damaging to those who watch such trash if the mind
could be equipped, like your kitchen sink, with a  garbage disposal. Then, you could flush away
all the filth and be done with it, but the mind does not work that way. It stores up impressions
for a lifetime. The only way to protect the mind is to expose it to only the BEST!'" (From        
  Bible Illustrator) 

b.  Certainly, if one is so inclined, there is a mountain of  garbage he can focus his mind on today,
not only by means of television and the movies, but through books, magazines,  and the Internet. 

c.  Let us, in obedience to Christ, think on holy, righteous, spiritual things. Phil. 4:8; Prov. 4:23 
(1) Philippians 4:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are

noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate
on these things.

(2) Proverbs 4:23 (NKJV) ---- 23 Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the
issues of life.

2. Maybe they thought “the end justified the means” – Romans 3:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 And why not say,
“Let us do evil that good may come”?—as we are slanderously reported and as some affirm that
we say. Their condemnation is just.

C. Worldly habits can be hard enough to break for those 100% committed to doing so – Romans 6:12
(NKJV) ---- 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.

D. Sin must be totally expunged from the heart-  2 Cor 10:5; Rom 8:13; Col. 3:5; 1 Pet 4:1,2
1. 2 Corinthians 10:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself

against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,
2. Romans 8:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
3. Colossians 3:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth:

fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
4. 1 Peter 4:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also

with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,
5. 1 Peter 4:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts

of men, but for the will of God.
E. What we fill our minds with will effect our thinking either negatively or positively – Philippians

4:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good
report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.

F. We Can Escape!
1. Lot escaped - (Gen. 19; 2 Peter 2:6-9)
2. The people of Israel escaped – (Ex 14; 1 Cor 10)
3. Those who obey the gospel escape – (Acts 2:38-40 NKJV) ---- 38 Then Peter said to them,

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children,
and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 40 And with many other words
he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.”
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4. BUT - Even after we escape the world by obeying the gospel, the world does not cease its pursuit
of us! – 2 Peter 2:20-22 (NKJV) ---- 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and
overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for
them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb:
“A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

5. DO NOT LET SODOM LIVE IN YOUR HEART OR IN YOUR FAMILY
a. Don’t allow the world to diminish your respect for truth and authority!
b. Today is the day of salvation – do not delay!
c. Do not allow fear to hold you back from doing what’s right!
d. Don’t look back – focus on your goal – Don’t let the world distract you!
e. Purge all impurities from your heart – bring every thought under Jesus’ control!

6. We must live in this world, but the world doesn’t have to live in us!
a. John 17:15-17 (NKJV) ----- 15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but

that You should keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of
the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

1
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