
Who Will Not Escape Hell? Matthew 23:33

Intro:
A.  Matthew 23:33 (NKJV) ---- 33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of

hell?
B. A faithful steward of the Gospel must preach “the whole {all} counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).

1. “All the counsel of God” includes Bible teaching about Hell.
C. The Term “Hell” Is Found 23 Times In the New Testament

1. Hades –(11) The unseen realm – realm of disembodied spirits  - Acts 2:27, 31;  Rev 20:13
D. Three different Greek words for the term hell in the KJV:

a. Acts 2:27,31 ---- 27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy
One to see corruption. 31 “he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that
His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption.

b. Revelation 20:13 ---- 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades
delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.

2. Tartarus – (1) chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;  2Pet. 2:4
a. 2 Peter 2:4 ---- 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;
3. Gehenna -  (12) Mt 10:28; Mk 9:43,45,47

a. Matthew 10:28 ---- 28 “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

b. Mark 9:43,45,47 ---- 43 “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter
into life maimed, rather than having two hands, to go to hell, into the fire that shall never be
quenched—45 “And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame,
rather than having two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched—47 “And
if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one
eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire—

E. The Lord Taught That Hell Is Real
1. Matthew 5:29 ---- 29 “If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is

more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.
2. Matthew 7:13 ---- 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads

to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
3. Matthew 8:12 ---- 12 “But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
4. Matthew 10:28 ---- 28 “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather

fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
5. Matthew 13:41-50 ---- 41 “The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His

kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness,42 “and will cast them into the
furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.43 “Then the righteous will shine forth as the
sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 44 “Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells
all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful
pearls,46 “who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and bought
it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast into the sea and gathered some of
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every kind,48 “which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down and gathered the good
into vessels, but threw the bad away.49 “So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth,
separate the wicked from among the just,50 “and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be
wailing and gnashing of teeth.”

6. Matthew 25:41-46 ---- 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you
cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:42 ‘for I was hungry and you gave
Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink;43 ‘I was a stranger and you did not take Me
in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’44 “Then they also
will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick
or in prison, and did not minister to You?’45 “Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to
you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’46 “And these
will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

7. Mark 9:44-48 ---- 44 “where ‘Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.’45 “And if
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than having two feet,
to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched—46 “where ‘Their worm does not die,
And the fire is not quenched.’47 “And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you
to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire—48
“where ‘Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.’

8. John 15:6 ---- 6 “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.
a. OF THE 12 OCCURRENCES OF GEHENNA JESUS IT USED 11 TIMES

F. The States of those in Heaven and Hell are Eternal:
1. “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."  - Matt. 25:46 
2. You will be in one of these two places for all eternity - The Question is Where will you be?
3. But the passage of Scripture Matthew 23:33 indicates that some cannot escape Hell - and thus is

behooves us to take note of what the Lord Himself has said to make sure that we do not fall into this
group.

II. Who Will Not Escape Hell? 
A. Those Who Say And Do Not – Matt. 23:1-4 ---- Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His

disciples,2 saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.3 “Therefore whatever they tell you
to observe, that observe and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do.4
“For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will
not move them with one of their fingers.
1. Many in authority require more of others than of themselves – (Matthew 7:1-5; Romans 2:19-24;

James 3:1)
a. Matthew 7:1-5 ---- “Judge not, that you be not judged.2 “For with what judgment you judge, you

will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.3 “And why do you
look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye?4 “Or how
can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in
your own eye?5 “Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

b. Romans 2:19-24 ---- 19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to
those who are in darkness,20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of
knowledge and truth in the law.21 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself?
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You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal?22 You who say, “Do not commit
adultery,” do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?23 You who make
your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?24 For “the name of God
is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” as it is written.

c. James 3:1 ---- My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive
a stricter judgment.

2. Doers of the word are blessed – not professors – (Matthew 21:30; James 1:21-25; 2:14-26; Titus
1:16)
a. Matthew 21:30 ---- 30 “Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and

said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go.
b. James 1:21-25 ---- 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive

with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.22 But be doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer,
he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;24 for he observes himself, goes away, and
immediately forgets what kind of man he was.25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty
and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in
what he does.

c. James 2:14-26 ---- 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does
not have works? Can faith save him?15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,16
and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them
the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does
not have works, is dead.18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me
your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.19 You believe that there
is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!20 But do you want to know,
O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works
when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?22 Do you see that faith was working together with his
works, and by works faith was made perfect?23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says,
“Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the
friend of God.24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.25 Likewise,
was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them
out another way?26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

d. Titus 1:16 ---- 16 They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable,
disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.

3. Truth is truth regardless of the actions of the one who teaches it – (Romans 3:1-8)
a. Romans 3:1-8 ---- What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision?2

Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God.3 For what if
some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect?4 Certainly
not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: “That You may be justified in
Your words, And may overcome when You are judged.” 5 But if our unrighteousness
demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I
speak as a man.)6 Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world?7 For if the truth of God
has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner?8 And why not
say, “Let us do evil that good may come”?—as we are slanderously reported and as some affirm
that we say. Their condemnation is just.

B. Those Who Love The Praises Of Men More Than The Praises Of God – Matt. 23:5 ---- 5 “But all their
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works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their
garments.
1. Teachers who seek to please men – (Matt. 6:1-6,16; 2 Timothy 4:3; John 12:42,43; Matthew

10:28)
a. Matthew 6:1-6,16 ---- “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be

seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven.2 “Therefore, when you
do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their
reward.3 “But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand
is doing,4 “that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
Himself reward you openly. 5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by
men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.6 “But you, when you pray, go into your
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.
(1) vrs 16 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For

they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you,
they have their reward.

b. 2 Timothy 4:3 ---- 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves
teachers;

c. John 12:42-43 ---- 42 Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because
of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue;43 for they
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.

d. Matthew 10:28 ---- 28 “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

2. Those who are more concerned about what men think than what God thinks – (Matthew
10:28,32,35-37; Acts 4:19; 5:29; Gal. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:4; Eph 6:6; James 4:4)
a. Matthew 10:32,35-37 ---- 32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also

confess before My Father who is in heaven.
(1) vrs 35 “For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’;36 “and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his
own household.’37 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And
he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

b. Acts 4:19 ---- 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight
of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.

c. Acts 5:29 ----  But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God
rather than men.

d. Galatians 1:10 ---- 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For
if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.

e. 1 Thessalonians 2:4 ---- 4 But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the
gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts.

f. Ephesians 6:6 ---- 6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing
the will of God from the heart,

g. James 4:4 ---- 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world
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is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy
of God.

C. Those Lifted Up With Pride – Matt. 23:6-12 ---- 6 “They love the best places at feasts, the best seats
in the synagogues,7 “greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’8 “But you,
do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren.9 “Do not call
anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven.10 “And do not be called
teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ.11 “But he who is greatest among you shall be your
servant.12 “And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.
1. Wanting to be served rather than serve – (vrs. 6-11; 20:26,27; Phil. 2:1-10)

a. Matthew 20:26-27 ---- 26 “Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become
great among you, let him be your servant.27 “And whoever desires to be first among you, let him
be your slave—

b. Philippians 2:1-10 ---- Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy,2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having
the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition
or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.4 Let each of you
look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus,6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be
equal with God,7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming
in the likeness of men.8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.9 Therefore God also has highly exalted
Him and given Him the name which is above every name,10 that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,

2. Those who exalt themselves will be humbled – (vrs.12; Prov. 16:5,18; James 4:6; 1 Pet. 5:5)
a. Proverbs 16:5,18 ---- 5 Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD;  Though they

join forces, none will go unpunished. 
(1) vrs 18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.

b. James 4:6 ---- 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But gives
grace to the humble.”

c. 1 Peter 5:5 ---- 5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you
be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But gives
grace to the humble.”

3. Self righteous / not teachable – (Luke 18:11; 1 Tim 6:4; Prov. 12:15; 26:12; Gal. 6:3)
a. Luke 18:11 ---- 11 “The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I

am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.
b. 1 Timothy 6:4 ---- 4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments

over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions,
c. Proverbs 12:15 ---- 15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is

wise.
d. Proverbs 26:12 ---- 12 Do you see a man wise in his own eyes?  There is more hope for a fool

than for him.
e. Galatians 6:3 ---- 3 For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives

himself.
D. Those Who Bring Harm To Others – Matt. 23:13-15 ---- 13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,

hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do
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you allow those who are entering to go in.14 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater
condemnation.15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to win one
proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.
1. Through their rejection and suppression of the truth – (vrs.13; Acts 13:8; Rom 1:18)

a. Acts 13:8 ---- 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking
to turn the proconsul away from the faith.

b. Romans 1:18 ---- 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,

2. By taking advantage of others through pretentious holiness – (vrs. 14; Titus 1:10,11; 2 Peter 2:3)
a. Titus 1:10-11 ---- 10 For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially

those of the circumcision,11 whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households,
teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain.

b. 2 Peter 2:3 ---- 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time
their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.

3. Through their false doctrine – (vrs.15; Luke 6:39; Jer. 23:13-17)
a. Luke 6:39 ---- 39 And He spoke a parable to them: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not

both fall into the ditch?
b. Jeremiah 23:13-17 ---- 13 “And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria: They prophesied

by Baal And caused My people Israel to err. 14 Also I have seen a horrible thing in the prophets
of Jerusalem: They commit adultery and walk in lies; They also strengthen the hands of evildoers,
So that no one turns back from his wickedness. All of them are like Sodom to Me, And her
inhabitants like Gomorrah. 15 “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets:
‘Behold, I will feed them with wormwood, And make them drink the water of gall; For from the
prophets of Jerusalem Profaneness has gone out into all the land.’ ” 16 Thus says the LORD of
hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you. They make you worthless;
They speak a vision of their own heart, Not from the mouth of the LORD. 17 They continually say
to those who despise Me, ‘The LORD has said, “You shall have peace” ’; And to everyone who
walks according to the dictates of his own heart, they say, ‘No evil shall come upon you.’ ”

E. Those Who Are Dishonest – Matt.23:16-22 ---- 16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever
swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform
it.’17 “Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold?18 “And,
‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is obliged to
perform it.’19 “Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the gift?20
“Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all things on it.21 “He who swears by the
temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it.22 “And he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne
of God and by Him who sits on it.
1. The scribes and Pharisees made distinctions in their oaths due to their intent of not keeping them –

(vrs.16)
2. God is a witness to all of our promises and words – (vrs.17-22;  Matt. 5:33,34; 12:36; James 5:12)

a. Matthew 5:33-34 ---- 33 “Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not
swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.’34 “But I say to you, do not swear at all:
neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne;

b. Matthew 12:36 ---- 36 “But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give
account of it in the day of judgment.
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c. James 5:12 ---- 12 But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with
any other oath. But let your “Yes,” be “Yes,” and your “No,”  “No,” lest you fall into judgment.

3. All liars will not escape hell – (Revelation 21:8)
a. Revelation 21:8 ---- 8 “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral,

sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death.”

F. Those Who Are Religious But Not Spiritual – Matt. 23:23-28 ----23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of
the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.24
“Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-
indulgence.26 “Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be
clean also.27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which
indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.28 “Even
so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.
1. Their sin was not that they were too concerned about “small things!”– (vrs.23,24; 5:19; Luke 16:10)

a. Matthew 5:19 ---- 19 “Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and
teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches
them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

b. Luke 16:10 ---- 10 “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is
unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.

2. They were outwardly religious but unrighteous in heart - (partial in judging, unmerciful & unfaithful in
doing God’s will – full of extortion & self indulgence. Hypocrisy and lawlessness) – (vrs.23-28; Luke
18:8-14; Matt. 12:7; 22:37-40; Mark 12:29-31)
a. Luke 18:8-14 ---- 8 “I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of

Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” 9 Also He spoke this parable to some who
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:10 “Two men went up to the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.11 “The Pharisee stood and prayed
thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers,
or even as this tax collector.12 ‘I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’13 “And the
tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast,
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’14 “I tell you, this man went down to his house justified
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles
himself will be exalted.”

b. Matthew 12:7,22,37-40 ---- 7 “But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy and not
sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless.
(1) vrs 22 Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He

healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw.
(2) vrs 37 “For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”

38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a sign
from You.”39 But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks
after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.40 “For as
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

c. Mark 12:29-31 ---- 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O
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Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one.30 ‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first
commandment.31 “And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.”

G. Those Who Are Impure In Heart But Refuse To See It – Matt.23:29-36 ---- 29 “Woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the
righteous,30 “and say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with
them in the blood of the prophets.’31 “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons
of those who murdered the prophets.32 “Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ guilt.33 “Serpents,
brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell?34 “Therefore, indeed, I send you
prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge
in your synagogues and persecute from city to city,35 “that on you may come all the righteous blood shed
on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you
murdered between the temple and the altar.36 “Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this
generation.
1. They were witnesses against themselves– (vrs.29-31; 5:19; 13:14,15; Acts 7:51,52; 1

Thessalonians 2:15,16)
a. Matthew 13:14-15 ---- 14 “And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing

you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and not perceive; 15 For the hearts
of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have closed,
Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they should understand with
their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.’

b. Acts 7:51-52 ---- 51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist
the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.52 “Which of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now have
become the betrayers and murderers,

c. 1 Thessalonians 2:15-16 ---- 15 who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and
have persecuted us; and they do not please God and are contrary to all men,16 forbidding us to
speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of their sins; but
wrath has come upon them to the uttermost.

2. Those who refuse to see their guilt before God and refuse to repent cannot be saved - (vrs. 32-36;
24; 2 Thess. 2:10-12; Luke 13:3,5; 2 Cor. 13:5)
a. 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 ---- 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish,

because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.11 And for this reason
God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie,12 that they all may be
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

b. Luke 13:3,5 ---- 3 “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
(1) vrs 5 “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”

c. 2 Corinthians 13:5 ---- 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.
Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.

H. Those Unwilling To Come To God
1. Matthew 23:37-39 (NKJV) ---- 37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and

stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers
her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!  38 See! Your house is left to you desolate;  39
for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
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LORD!' " 
2. Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) ---- 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will

give you rest.  29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls.  30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 

III. In Conclusion:
A. Who Then Will Not Escape The Fires of Hell?

1. Those who say and do not – 1-4
2. Those who love the praises of men more than the praises of God – 5
3. Those lifted up with pride – 6-12
4. Those who bring harm to others – 13-15
5. Those who are dishonest – 16-22
6. Those who are religious but not spiritual – 23-28
7. Those who are impure in heart but refuse to see it – 29-36
8. Those unwilling to come to God – 37-39

B. The States of those in Heaven and Hell are Eternal:
1. “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."  - Matt. 25:46 
2. You will be in one of these two places for all eternity - The Question is Where will you be?
3. But the passage of Scripture Matthew 23:33 indicates that some cannot escape Hell - and thus is

behooves us to take note of what the Lord Himself has said to make sure that we do not fall into this
group.

C. You Can Escape The Fires of Hell IF: You Will Obey the Gospel (2 Thess. 1:7-10)
1. “Hear the word” (Romans 10:17)
2. “Believe the truth” (Mark 16:15, 16)
3. “Repent” (Acts 2:38)
4. “Confess Jesus” (Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:8, 9)
5. “Baptism into Christ” (Acts 2:41)
6.  Patiently continue (Rom. 2:7)
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