
1Corinthians 13:8-13 - Understanding How and When Miracles Ceased
Intro: To Lesson - Why Should I pray In An Age When Miracles Have Ceased?

Intro:
A. As we begin this study - there are a few important facts to know and consider.

1. The text we are looking at falls in the midst of a discussion Paul is having with the Corinthian
brethren on the Miraculous Gifts of the Spirit - Chapters 12,13,14

2. It is also important to note that these would cease (come to an end) - cf vrs  9-13 but love will not
cease.

3. Of the nine mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 (NKJV) ----8 for to one is given the word of
wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. - three are specifically mentioned in 1 Cor 13:8
as “they would cease” - (NKJV) ---- 8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will
fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away.

a. miraculous word of wisdom
b. miraculous word of knowledge - (mentioned in 1 Cor 13:8)
c. miraculous faith
d. miraculous healing
e. working of miracles
f. miraculous prophecy - (mentioned in 1 Cor 13:8)
g. miraculous discerning of spirits
h. miraculous speaking in different languages -  (mentioned in 1 Cor 13:8)
i. miraculous interpretation of different languages

4. The last fact to consider is that Spiritual gifts are inferior to love - Chapter 13:1-13
B. Our text we will primarily deal with is - 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 (NKJV)  ---- 8 Love never fails. But

whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there
is knowledge, it will vanish away.  9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that
which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away. 

1. Now note these three facts:
a. prophecies, they will fail
b. tongues, they will cease; 
c. knowledge, it will vanish away. 

2. When will this occur is the BIG Question:
a. WHEN ---- That Which Is Perfect  Has Come

3. Another fact to consider here is:
a. That which is in PART
b. Brings About That Which Is Complete

4. And, 
a. THE PART is being compared to the WHOLE
b. “Which Is Complete is the WHOLE” -  The Part is of the same nature as the Whole.

(1) Much like a slice of a Chocolate Cake - is of the same nature as the Whole Chocolate Cake
C. Thus -  “That which is perfect” and “that which is in part” are contrasted with each other . . .   “That

which is in part” brings about “that which is perfect”

II. From these facts and observation - 
A. We know what “that which is in part”  was....
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1. Ek merous = The spiritual gifts God used to reveal His will . . . . (Prophecy, Tongues, Knowledge) 
- As well as the signs used to confirm that revelation. (Mk 16:17-20) - (NKJV) ---- 17 And these
signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new
tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt
them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 19 So then, after the Lord had spoken
to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 And they went
out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the
accompanying signs. Amen.

B. Therefore we can know what “that which is perfect”  is -
1. Teleios = The completed and perfected revelation of God’s will to man. (James 1:25; 2 Tim

3:16,17; Jude 1:3)
a. James 1:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it,

and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.
b. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
(1) 2 Timothy 3:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for

every good work.
c. Jude 3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common

salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints.

2. The PART and The Whole are of the same nature - REVELATION OF GOD’S WILL.
C. The question thus remains - What Did The Things In Part Produce?

1. Not Jesus 
2. Not heaven
3. But God’s completed Revelation!!

D. Now note that this is consistent with other Scriptures (there is Harmony here)
1. The Greek word for  Perfect - Ô?ëåéïò - teleios - <G5056> neuter - complete -of full age, man,

perfect
a. 1 Cor 2:6 – “we speak wisdom among them that are perfect” 
b. Eph 4:13 - “till we all come ... unto a perfect man,” 
c. Phi 3:15 - “as many as are perfect,” 
d. Col 4:12 – “that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God.”
e. Jam 1:25 – “whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, . . . ,”
f. Heb 5:14 – “Meat belongeth to them that are of full age”

III. Paul further Advances this thinking by a series of Contrasts - vrs 9-13
A. Contrasting immaturity with maturity! - When God’s revelation became mature, it no longer needed

those things necessary during its immaturity.
1. 1 Cor 13:11 (NKJV)  ---- 11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought

as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things. 
B. Contrasting NOW with Later! ---- The mirror was dim because God’s revelation was NOT complete!

When it became complete – a man could see himself as God sees him!
1. 1 Cor 13:12 (NKJV)  ---- 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know

in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 
C. Who will be seen? Who will be known?  Can we know now?

1. James 1:23-25 (NKJV) ---- 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man
observing his natural face in a mirror; . . . 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what
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he does. 
2. 2 Tim 3:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

3. Jude 1:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints.

4. John 16:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into
all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He
will tell you things to come.

5. Ephesians 3:3-5 (NKJV) ---- 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have
briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been
revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

D. From these scriptures we can see what Paul is referring to is God’s Word.

IV. What Is Going to Happen then when this occurs?
A.  Miraculous Gifts:

1. Fail, Cease, Vanish Away (vs. 8)
2. Partial knowledge (vs. 9)
3. Childish speaking, understanding & thinking to be put away (vs. 11)
4. Darkly see, know in part (vs. 12)
5. Will not abide (vs. 13)

B. BUT ,,,, God’s Word:
1. Will Not Pass Away (Mt. 24:35  NKJV) ---- 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will

by no means pass away.
2. IT is Complete knowledge (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3)

a. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

b. 2 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,

3. And Provides maturity (2 Tim. 3:16-17;Heb. 5:12-6:5)
a. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

b. Hebrews 5:12-6:5 (NKJV) ---- 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need
milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 1 Therefore,
leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying
again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of
baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this
we will do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have
tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good
word of God and the powers of the age to come,

4. Clearly see & know fully - (Eph. 3:3-5; Rom. 16:25-26; Heb. 4:12)
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a. Ephesians 3:3-5 (NKJV) ---- 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I
have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now
been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

b. Romans 16:25-26 (NKJV) ---- 25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret
since the world began 26 but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to
all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith—

c. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) ---- 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

5. GOD’s Word Abides Forever (1 Pet. 1:23) (NKJV) ---- 23 having been born again, not of
corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,

C. The Gifts are considered as being -  Childish
1. Spiritual Gifts Childish Speaking, Understanding & Thinking (13:12)
2. They would STOP - because

a. God’s Word - Provides maturity ---- (2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 5:12-6:5)
(1) 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV) ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

(2) Hebrews 5:12-6:5 (NKJV) ---- 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need
milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is,
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 1
Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to
perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward
God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of
eternal judgment. 3 And this we will do if God permits. 4 For it is impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy
Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come,

V. In Conclusion.
A. God’s Word - Provides maturity ---- (2 Tim. 3:16-17; Heb. 5:12-6:5)

1. Why?
a. Is complete – Mature – Perfect!
b. Provides us with everything that we need to know!
c. Can make a Christian complete!

B. The last verse (vrs 13) presents Paul’s final argument in this discussion - “Now” – Present Condition
Contrasted With Continued Condition “Now Abide” ---- Abides

1. NOW - �ñôé - arti
a. Prophecy
b. Tongues
c. Knowledge
d. Immaturity
e. A Dim Mirror
f. Partial Knowledge
g. THEY CONTINUE UNTIL
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2. THEN - ôôå, tote
a. Shall fail
b. Shall cease
c. Will vanish away
d. Maturity
e. Can see self as seen
f. Can know self as known
g. BUT... Something with continue afterward

3. ABIDES -  íõí - nyni ; Ìíù - menô
a. Faith, Hope & Love - Romans 8:24; 2 Cor 5:7; Heb 11:1; 1 Pet 1:8

(1) Romans 8:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope;
for why does one still hope for what he sees?

(2) 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) — 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
(3) Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of

things not seen.
(a) FAITH and HOPE STOP at the 2  Coming of Christ - BUT LOVE CONTINUESnd

(4) 1 Peter 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet
believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,

1

C. Explain chart number 23 - During the 1  Century, After The Completed Word of God and at the 2st nd

Coming of Christ.
1. There is no evidence of the continuance of this gift after apostolic times nor indeed in the later times

of the Apostles themselves; this provides confirmation of the fulfillment in this way of 1 Cor. 13:8,
that this gift would cease in the churches, just as would "prophecies" and "knowledge" in the sense
of knowledge received by immediate supernatural power (cp. 1 Cor. 14:6). The completion of the
Holy Scriptures has provided the churches with all that is necessary for individual and collective
guidance, instruction, and edification. - Vines Complete Expository Dictionary - on the word “glossa
- Transliteration”

2. Miraculous Gifts Were Temporary - until the Word of God was revealed.
a. Eg - sometimes we might use tape to hold something in place while the glue dries - but after the

glue dries do we leave the tape of or do we remove it?   - Can be said of painting a room or wall
as well.

D. Even while the Holy Spirit bestowed these spiritual gifts on the Christians of the 1  Centuryst

1. Gifts are worthless without love– (1-3)
2. Characteristics of love prove love’s superiority – (4-7; cf. 1 Cor. 8:1) (NKJV) ---- 1 Now concerning

things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.
3. The permanence of love demonstrates its value over  spiritual gifts – (8-13)

E. 1 Corinthians 12:31 (NKJV)  ---- 31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more
excellent way. 

  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
1
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