
Scripture Reading: Acts 16:6-10 ---- The Macedonian Call (Acts 16)

Intro.
A. This morning I want to talk about the things we learn in Acts 16 with regards to the “Macedonian

call.”
1. I will use these facts to apply it to the upcoming trip Ed and I will be engaged in starting this

upcoming Thursday the 13   - thru Friday Aug 28 .th th

2. There are a lot of similarities and certainly much that can be applied, which shows that times and
countries have changed but when the situation arises - it is time to arise and heed the call.

3. The circumstances of the Ghana Trip first was introduced to myself in April of this year.
a. A call from Stan Adams about the need to have someone come along who knew what they

were doing in Africa was not an appealing notion to myself.
b. After several weeks Wayne Seaton contacted me and explained the situation and asked if I

would be interested in helping out.
c. This was different from the first request because now the situation was “We need help and

want to be strengthened in the faith as we stand for truth and come out of liberalism.”
d. I first contemplated the request and then decided to forgo the two week meetings I had been

asked to consider and take the two weeks to help the brethren in Ghana.
e. From this point in time till today we have planned - prepared and raised the needed funds to

do this work - and brother Ed and myself will be joined in this battle with brothers Ayandare
Sunday and brother Manny Ebong from Nigeria along with brother Seaton from West
Fayetteville congregation.

4. As we return our focus back to Acts 16 - we can see some similarities.    
B. After the meeting in Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas had remained in Antioch with many others,

teaching and preaching, Acts 15:35 (NKJV)---- 35 Paul and Barnabas also remained in Antioch,
teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many others also.
1. When the dispute over taking John Mark on a second trip takes place, Paul and Silas go through

Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches, 15:41.
C. Acts 16 is a powerful, instructive and encouraging record of the spread of the gospel into Europe.

II. GO WHERE THE GOSPEL IS NEEDED AND WANTED, Acts 16:1-10. ---- Yes, the gospel is
needed everywhere. This must not prevent going (cf. Antioch, 15:35). Take it where it is wanted.
A. Acts 16:1-10 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple was

there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman who believed, but his father was Greek.
2 He was well spoken of by the brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium. 3 Paul wanted to have him
go on with him. And he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region,
for they all knew that his father was Greek. 4 And as they went through the cities, they delivered to
them the decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem. 5 So the
churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily. 6 Now when they had gone
through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word
in Asia. 7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit
them. 8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the
night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come over to Macedonia and
help us.” 10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia,
concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.

B. Go with Faithful Men, Acts 15:40; 16:1-2 (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15).
1. Acts 15:40 (NKJV) ---- 40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, being commended by the brethren

to the grace of God.
a. Acts 16:1-2 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple
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was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman who believed, but his father
was Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium.
(1) 2 Timothy 1:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you,

which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded
is in you also.

(2) 2 Timothy 3:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.

2. Seasoned, experienced in the word and wise in faith.---- That is why I first asked brother Ed,
because of his experience in the work of Nigeria and then asked that the brothers from Nigeria
be asked to join in to.
a. The reason for this is they have fought the fights of liberalism and are seasoned warriors in

Africa for the purity of the church.
b. The problems of Africa are different from the problems in the USA.   A unique

understanding of this is essential to helping these brethren in Ghana.
3. Zeal without knowledge (novice) causes problems! (cf. foreign works) - Brother Wayne was like

Moses at first - all types of excuses but then he realized that he must answer the call.  
a. His Zeal to go has taught him that there is much to learn in foreign work, especially in Africa

and he has been a willing student to listen and take advise.
4. Take a younger man to learn from older (Timothy, Paul and Silas). - in this regards Manny is the

youngest of the group outside of the young preacher Richard Donkor.
a. He is a brave young man and has taken on a fight that is going to be difficult at best and

physically taxing as well as emotionally and spiritually.
b. His wife has been supportive and we look forward to encouraging her as well as she will

learn what it means to suffer for the truth sakes. 
C. Remove Potential Impediments, 16:3-4. ---- we have set up a schedule that we allow us to reach and

teach more individuals that just at one location.
1. Action taken to enhance effectiveness, 1 Cor. 9:19-23. - We will train, teach and preach on the

need to respect the Scriptures as the sole authority of God’s Word.
a. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (NKJV) ---- 19 For though I am free from all men, I have made

myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; 20 and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that
I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those
who are under the law; 21 to those who are without law, as without law (not being without
law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law;
22 to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all
men, that I might by all means save some. 23 Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may
be partaker of it with you.
(1) Shows a religious act can be used non-religiously (depending on several factors).

D. Go Where the Pressing Need and Interest Exists, Acts 16:6-10. - We will from brother Donkors
messages - be reaching out to 10 different congregations in the area with an estimate of 500 plus to
be in attendance.
1. Paul and company had divine help in getting to those who would hear the gospel. Holy Spirit

directed them to Troas; Vision of man from Macedonia.
2. We have to assess that based on various factors.

a. (Luke joined Paul’s company in Troas, 16:8, 10)
(1) Acts 16:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas.
(2) Acts 16:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to

go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them.
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III. CONVERSIONS AND PERSECUTION IN PHILIPPI.
A. Lydia and her Household, 16:13-15.

1. Acts 16:13-15 (NKJV) ---- 13 And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside,
where prayer was customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there.
14 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of
Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. 15
And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have judged me
to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.
a. Heart opened by the Lord (by His word) to heed (obey) Paul’s message, Acts 2:39.

(1) Acts 2:39 (NKJV) ---- 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who
are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”
(a) Judged “faithful to the Lord” because she believed and obeyed.

B. Beaten and Jailed for a Miraculous Work, 16:16-24.
1. Acts 16:16-24 (NKJV) ---- 16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl

possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-
telling. 17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” 18 And this she
did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out that very hour. 19
But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and
dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. 20 And they brought them to the
magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; 21 and they teach
customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.” 22 Then the
multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and
commanded them to be beaten with rods. 23 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they
threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Having received such
a charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
a. Slave girl possessed by evil spirit and exploited by masters.
b. Right message – wrong messenger, 16:17-18.

2. Healed – Masters lost their source of profit, 16:18-19.
a. Accused as Jews, multitude aroused, magistrates beat them without trial (bare-backed with

long staff).
3. Interior prison with feet in stocks, 16:24.

C. The Jailer and his Household, 16:25-34.
1. Acts 16:25-34 (NKJV) ---- 25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns

to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and
everyone’s chains were loosed. 27 And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing
the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill
himself. 28 But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”
29 Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And he
brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 So they said, “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word
of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the
night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. 34 Now
when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having
believed in God with all his household.
a. Faith in the darkness, 16:25.
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b. Miraculous release and merciful rescue from death, 16:26-28.
c. “What must I do to be saved”? 16:29-34
d. Nature of saving faith.

(1) The immediacy of obedience for salvation.
(2) The joy of salvation.

D. Public Release Demanded and Obtained, 16:35-40.
1. Acts 16:35-40 (NKJV) ---- 35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers, saying,

“Let those men go.” 36 So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying, “The
magistrates have sent to let you go. Now therefore depart, and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to
them, “They have beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans, and have thrown us into prison. And
now do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let them come themselves and get us out.” 38 And
the officers told these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they
were Romans. 39 Then they came and pleaded with them and brought them out, and asked them
to depart from the city. 40 So they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia; and
when they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed.

2. Luke remained in Philippi, 16:40, 17:1.
a. Acts 16:40 (NKJV) ---- 40 So they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia;

and when they had seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed.
b. Acts 17:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they

came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.

IV. THE GOSPEL IS THE SAME IN EVERY NATION AND CULTURE.
A. The Gospel is Defined by Revelation, not Culture, 16:21.

1. Jews in the regions of Lycaonia, Phrygia, and Galatia (16:1-3); Woman from Asia in Europe
(16:14); A Gentile jailer and his family (16:31-32).

2. Everywhere in every church, 1 Cor. 4:17 (“my ways in Christ”); 7:17.
a. 1 Corinthians 4:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my

beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach
everywhere in every church.

b. 1 Corinthians 7:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has
called each one, so let him walk. And so I ordain in all the churches.

B. Common to All:
1. Same need: Sinners needing salvation (16:30).
2. Same truth: The word of the Lord (16:32).
3. Same commands: believe, repent, be baptized (16:14-15, 31-34).
4. Same blessing: Salvation (16:15, 30, 34).

C. The Culture in which One Preaches may call for Certain Expediencies, but it does not Define the
Truth.
1. Expedient to circumcise Timothy, 16:3 (would go to synagogues).

a. Illus. In India: Take off shoes when we enter meeting place; men and women sit in
segregated areas.

2. Cannot condone sin because it is culturally accepted!
a. Ex. Fornication in Corinth; Social drinking in Europe; Immodesty in Hawaii/California…

V. Conclusion
A. The gospel will find open hearts today (like Lydia) and repentant sinners (like the jailer).
B. We must go and help them learn about the Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon Ideas and Outline concept: Joe R. Price
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