
Letting Your Light Shine ! - Matthew 5:13-16
Intro:

A. Sing songs about letting out light shine and - brightness of our beams and the brightness of God’s
beam to us, etc.

B. As Children we sing about “I HAVE”
1. When we speak about “OUR” light shining it is not collectively that I am going to be speaking

about but rather individually.
2. In our text of our study this morning we have this admonition:

a. Matthew 5:13-16 (NKJV) ---- 13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor,
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot
by men. 

b. 14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the
house. 

c. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven. 

3. Letting Your Light Shine
a. Collectively we need to be busy preaching and teaching the gospel – (from the pulpit – via

television – the internet – thru correspondence courses – tape and Cd’s, etc.)
b. But the greatest impact on those around us will be accomplished on the individual level!

C. The Bible Speaks loud and clear about this subject:
1. You Are The Light of The World – (Matt. 5:16) ---- 16 Let your light so shine before men, that

they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven
2. For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light – (Eph

5:8; cf 1 Pet 2:9)
a. Ephesians 5:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.

Walk as children of light
b. 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His

own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light;

3. Our light is to be seen by men in the world – (Phil. 2:15, 16)
a. Philippians 2:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God

without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights
in the world,

b. Philippians 2:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day
of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.

4. Doesn’t mean to sound a trumpet – (Matt. 6:2, 16-18)
a. Matthew 6:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet

before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory
from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

b. Matthew 6:16-18 (NKJV) ---- 16 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with
a sad countenance. For they disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting.
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 17 But you, when you fast, anoint your head and
wash your face, 18 so that you do not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in
the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly.

D. What Kind of Example Are You For Those Around You?
E. THE QUESTIONS THAT WE MUST ASK OURSELVES TODAY ARE WHAT ABOUT …..
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1. Our Morality?
2. Our Language?
3. Our Habits?
4. Our Entertainment?
5. Our Attitude? 
6. Our Spirituality?

F. We will look at each of these in very brief detail.

II. Our Morality?
A. We are to be morally pure – (Eph 5:3; 1 Cor 6:9-11; Gal 5:19-21)

1. Ephesians 5:3 (NKJV)  - But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be
named among you, as is fitting for saints; 

2. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NKJV) - 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.  11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the
Spirit of our God. 

3. Galatians 5:19-21 (NKJV) - 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,  20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts
of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

B. How can we be a positive influence on a morally depraved society while engaging in immoral acts? 
1. (MDR? Hatred? Cheating?)

III. Our Language:
A. Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, . . .– (Eph 5:4)

1. Ephesians 5:4 (NKJV) - neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not
fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 

B. Sound speech that cannot be condemned, . . . – (Titus 2:8)
1. Titus 2:8 (NKJV) - sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may be

ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you. 
C. Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to

answer each one. -(Col 4:6)
1. Colossians 4:6 (NKJV) - Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may

know how you ought to answer each one. 
D. Our speech should be Pure –

1. Truthful 
2. Loving – 
3. Helpful –
4. Instructive

IV. Our Habits:
A. There should be no fleshly appetite over which our spiritual mind does not rule – (1 Cor. 6:12; 1 Cor

9:27)
1. 1 Corinthians 6:12 - 12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are
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lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.
2. 1 Corinthians 9:27 - 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have

preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.
B. Our body is a temple – (1 Cor. 6:19)

1. 1 Corinthians 6:19 - 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who
is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?

C. Quit bad habits & Establish good habits -
1. You cannot influence someone to do something that you are not willing to do!

V. Our Entertainment:
A. We are to think on things that are good and wholesome - (Phil. 4:8) 

1. Philippians 4:8 - 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good
report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.

B. What about the TV programs and movies we watch? 
1. The music we listen to? 
2. The places we go? 
3. The books we read?

C. Our mind does NOT filter and purify garbage – it is contaminated by it!

VI. Our Attitudes:
A. Look at The Beatitudes, [humility, hate sin, meekness,  hunger for God, merciful, pure, peacemakers,

faithful] - (Matt. 5:3-12)
1. Matthew 5:3-12 (NKJV) ---- 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall
inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be
filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For
they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed
are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11
“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely
for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

B. A supreme Love for God and a sincere love for our fellowman – (Mark 12:29-31)
1. Mark 12:29-31- 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel,

the LORD our God, the LORD is one.30 ‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first
commandment.31 “And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.”

C. Optimistic – (Phil. 4:12,13) - 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere
and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.13
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

1. We must not be:
a. Complaining? 
b. Nagging? 
c. Negative? 
d. Hating? 
e. Unhappy? . . .etc.
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VII. Our Spirituality:
A. In Our Attendance? – (Heb 10:25)

1. Hebrews 10:23-25 (NKJV) - 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for
He who promised is faithful. 
24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 
25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 

B. Worship? – (John 4:24) - “In spirit and in truth”
C. Fruit – (Gal 5:22,23) - 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness,

goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
D. Caring for one another? –  (1 John 3:17) - 17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his

brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?
E. Our public practice, - (Rom. 1:16) - (praying in public? Reading the Bible? Talking about spiritual

things with others, godly living)
1. Romans 1:16-17 (NKJV) - 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of

God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by
faith." 

VIII. Conclusion:
A. Are you letting your Light Shine in all these Areas?
B. Are you obeying the direct command of the Lord?

1. Matthew 5:13-16 (NKJV) - 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

2. Is God the Father being given glory?
C. Will you let your light shine before men?

Original Ideas from Don Martin - reworked
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